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The Book of Isaiah

Chapters 49 ‐ 57 
Extol the graciousness of God the Son, 

the Suffering Servant, the Prince of Peace
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Isaiah 49-57
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Chapter 57 Messages of Encouragement and Rebuke
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Isaiah 49-57 are the second section of the 
second part of Isaiah. 

These chapters present God’s Servant, Messiah, in three 
important relationships: 

• to the Gentile nations (49:1 50:3)• to the Gentile nations (49:1 - 50:3), 
• to His Father (50:4 - 11), and 
• to His people Israel (51:1 - 52:12)., 

His life and work are described in four prophecies or songs 
(42:1-7; 49:1-13; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12).
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Isaiah 49-57 are the second section of the 
second part of Isaiah. 

Isaiah is starting to build toward what is called the “Holy of 
Holies” of the OT, Isaiah 52:13-53:12, the suffering servant.

The most complete and majestic portrayal of the sufferingThe most complete and majestic portrayal of the suffering 
servant and describes his humiliation, his death, 
resurrection and exaltation.

Jesus Christ did not come with good advice: 
He came with the good news that sinners can be forgiven 
and life can become excitingly new. 
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The gospel is good news to us, 
It was “bad news” to the Son of God; 

It meant that He would need to come to earth in 
human form and die on a cross as the sacrifice for 
the sins of the world. 

The Servant and the Gentiles Isaiah 49:1 - 50:3
The Servant addresses the nations that did not know Israel’s 
God. 

The Gentiles were “far off,” and only God’s Servant could 
bring them near (Eph. 2:11 - 22). g ( p )

Christ confirmed God’s promises to the Jews and also 
extended God’s grace to the Gentiles (Rom. 15:8 - 12). 
In this message, 

• God’s Servant explains His ministry as bringing light in the 
darkness (Isa. 49:1 - 7), 
lib t t th ti ( 8 13) d

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

6

• liberty to the captive (v 8 - 13), and 
• love and hope to the discouraged (49:14 - 50:3).

Light in the darkness   Isaiah 49:1 - 7

What right did God’s Servant have to address the Gentile 
nations with such authority? 

F b f Hi bi th H ll d b G d t HiFrom before His birth, He was called by God to His 
ministry (Jer. 1:5; Gal. 1:15), and 
God prepared Him like a sharp sword and a polished 
arrow (Heb. 4:12; Rev. 1:16). 

Messiah came as both a Servant and a Warrior, serving those 
who trust Him and ultimately judging those who resist Him. 
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All of God’s servants should be like prepared weapons. 

The Servant of the LORD addresses Himself 
to the nations of the world Isaiah 49:1

1 Listen to me, O coastlands,
And pay attention, you peoples from far.p y , y p p
The LORD has called me from the womb,
From the bowels of my mother has he mentioned my 
name.

Listen to me, O coastlands
Addresses himself to the nations of the world

The LORD has called me from the womb
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The LORD has called me from the womb 
The LORD has called His servant from his mother's womb, 
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The Servant of the LORD   Isaiah 49:2
2 He has made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

He hid me in the shadow of his hand,
He has made me a polished shaft,
And concealed me in his quiver.

“Mouth like a sharp sword” - the sword of the Spirit. 
Heb 4:12, Hosea 6:5; Rev 1:16; 2:16; 19:15.

Given a message, which is as sharp as a sword or as a 
polished shaft (v. 2), designed to penetrate and 
overcome the flinty hearts and stubborn minds of men. 
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“Shadow of His hand He hath hidden me” 
John 10 (two hands involved!)

And concealed me in his quiver
Hidden until the time His message is to be delivered.   Gal 

4:4

The Servant of the LORD    Isaiah 49:3

3 Then he said to me,
Thou are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.

Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified
God’s servant is destined to fulfill Israel's highest 
calling to bring light and redemption to the nations of 
the world. 

There is no historical personality who fits Isaiah's 
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vision of the suffering and redeeming servant of 
God except Jesus of Nazareth.

The Servant of the LORD    Isaiah 49:3

The Jewish nation was called to glorify God and be a light 
to the Gentiles, but they failed in their mission. 
This is why Messiah is called “Israel”.This is why Messiah is called Israel .

He did the work that Israel was supposed to do. 
Today, the church is God’s light in the dark world (Acts 
13:46 - 49; Matt. 5:14 - 16)

Like Israel, we seem to be failing in our mission to take 
the good news to the ends of the earth. 
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How much of the average local church budget is 
devoted to evangelism ?

The Servant of the LORD   Isaiah 49:4

As Jesus Christ ministered on earth, especially to His own 
people Israel, there were times when His work seemed in 

ivain.
The religious leaders opposed Him, 
The disciples did not always understand Him, and 
Those He helped did not always thank Him. 

He lived and labored by faith, and God gave Him success. 
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The Servant of the LORD   Isaiah 49:4

4 But I said: I have labored in vain,
I have spent my strength for nought, and to no purpose. 
Yet my righteous cause is with the LORD,
And my reward with my GodAnd my reward with my God.

But I said: I have labored in vain
The servant of Jehovah identifies himself with the humiliations 
and frustrations of his people, 

With their ineffectiveness and failure to establish the 
righteousness of God in a pagan and God defying world
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righteousness of God in a pagan and God-defying world.

The Servant of the LORD   Isaiah 49:4
4 But I said: I have labored in vain,

I have spent my strength for nought, and to no purpose. 
Yet my righteous cause is with the LORD,
And my reward with my God.

Yet my righteous cause is with the LORD
In spite of all the hostility of his people and the opposition of 
humanity at large, the servant of God is sustained by his 
unshakable faith that his righteous cause (mishpat - lit. 
judgment) is in the safekeeping of the LORD and that it will 
ultimately prevail
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ultimately prevail.

Isaiah 49:5
5 And now says the LORD,

Who formed thee from the womb to be his servant,
To restore Jacob to him, 
and that Israel may be gathered to him, 
For I am honorable in the eyes of the LORD,
And my God is my strength.

Literal Israel? Or “servant”?
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The Servant of the LORD   Isaiah 49:5-6
Our Lord could not minister to the Gentiles until first He 
ministered to the Jews

Matthew 10:5 - 6; 15:24; Luke 24:44 - 49; Acts 3:25 -
26; 13:46 - 47; and Romans 1:16. ; ;

When our Lord returned to heaven, He left behind a believing 
remnant of Jews who carried on His work. 
We must never forget that “salvation is of the Jews” (John 
4:22). 

• The Bible is a Jewish book, 
Th fi t b li d i i i J d

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

16

• The first believers and missionaries were Jews, and 
• The Gentiles would not have heard the gospel had it not 

been brought to them by Jews. 
Messiah was despised by both Jews and Gentiles (Isa. 49:7), 
but He did God’s work and was glorified (Phil. 2:1 - 11). 
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Isaiah 49:6
6 Then he said: It is not enough that thou shouldest be 
my servant, 

To raise up the tribes of Jacob,
And to restore the preserved ones of Israel,
I have also set thee for a light of the nationsI have also set thee for a light of the nations,
To be my salvation to the ends of the earth.

It is not enough that thou shouldest be my servant to 
restore the preserved ones of Israel
In addition to the restoration of Israel and "the preserved of 
Israel" (the remnant), Jehovah has entrusted an even greater 
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( ), g
task to His servant; 

He is to be a light to all nations and bring salvation to the 
whole earth. 

His destiny is not only to be the Messiah of Israel but 
also the Savior of all mankind.

Isaiah 49:7
The LORD addresses Himself to the once despised servant, 
who will be exalted in the future.
7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, 

To him, whose soul is despised,  To him who is abhorred of 
nations,  To the servant of rulers,
Kings shall see and rise up,  Princes, they shall prostrate 
themselves,  For the sake of the LORD who is faithful,
Because of the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen thee.

the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One 

Th i l d
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Three involved.

Isaiah 49:7
7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, 

To him, whose soul is despised,  To him who is abhorred of 
nations,  To the servant of rulers,
Kings shall see and rise up,  Princes, they shall prostrate 
themselves For the sake of the LORD who is faithfulthemselves,  For the sake of the LORD who is faithful,
Because of the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen thee.

To him whose soul is despised.. . the abhorred of nations 
These words are a prelude to the great prophecy about the 
despised and suffering servant in Isaiah 52:13-53:12.

The mighty rulers of the ancient world held in contempt the 
liti ll d ilit il "f bl J "
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politically and militarily "feeble Jews." 
As the supreme representative of Israel, the servant of the 
LORD shares in the contempt of the nations for Israel and in her 
humiliation. 

But the coming of the servant of the LORD will change this. 
Israel will share in the exaltation and the glory of her Messiah.

Isaiah 49:7
7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, 

To him, whose soul is despised,  To him who is abhorred of 
nations,  To the servant of rulers,
Kings shall see and rise up,  Princes, they shall prostrate 
th l F th k f th LORD h i f ithf lthemselves,  For the sake of the LORD who is faithful,
Because of the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen thee.

Kings shall see and rise up,
Princes, they shall prostrate themselves,
It is apparent that Isaiah looks forward to exaltation of the servant, 
which will compel the kings of the earth to pay homage to him
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which will compel the kings of the earth to pay homage to him 
whom God has chosen to make Himself known to all mankind. 

This thought is also expressed in Isaiah 52:14.
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Isaiah 49:8
8 Thus says the LORD,

At a time of favor have I answered thee,
And in the day of salvation have I helped thee,
And I will preserve thee and give thee for a covenant of the 
people To cause thee to inherit the desolate heritagepeople, To cause thee to inherit the desolate heritage.

At a time of favor have I answered thee
The servant is the mediator who effectively intercedes before 
the LORD for the nations.

And 'I will preserve thee and give thee for a covenant of the 
people
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Isaiah makes a clear distinction between the people (Israel) and 
the servant of God. 

He is to be God's new covenant by means of which He will 
enter into a new relationship with Israel. 

The servant is the living link between God and His people.

Isaiah 49:9
9 Saying to the prisoners, "Go forth."

And to those who dwell in darkness, 
"Show yourselves."
They shall feed along the ways,
And upon all the highlands shall be their pastures.

Saying to the prisoners, "Go forth"

It was Jehovah who caused Israel to go into captivity.
Now it is Jehovah or His servant who sets His people free. 

Just as there is a certain blending of Israel as a people with
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Just as there is a certain blending of Israel as a people with 
their supreme representative, the servant or Messiah, 

so there is a blending between the personality of the 
servant and Jehovah.

Isaiah 49:10
10 They shall not hunger, nor thirst,

Neither shall the scorching desert wind and sun strike 
them down,
For he who has compassion on them shall lead them, 
And guide them to the springs of water.

They shall not hunger, nor thirst, 

This looks beyond the deliverance from Babylon in 536 BC 
toward the future glorious kingdom. 

The Lord will call the Jewish people from the ends of the earth
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The Lord will call the Jewish people from the ends of the earth 
and gather them again in their land (Isa. 14:1 - 31; 35:6; 
40:11; 43:19). 

Might specifically refer to Rev 7 where 144,000 Jews are 
uniquely sealed for His ministry.

Isaiah 49:10
10 They shall not hunger, nor thirst,

Neither shall the scorching desert wind and sun strike 
them down,
For he who has compassion on them shall lead them, 
And guide them to the springs of water.

Neither shall the scorching desert wind and sun strike 
them down
The scorching desert wind, in Hebrew sharab, also known as 
the hamsin, is one of the most dangerous natural 
phenomena known to the traveler of the and deserts in the
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phenomena known to the traveler of the and deserts in the 
Bible lands. 

But the people of God shall be led safely through all the 
hazards of the desert, because He who has compassion 
on them shall be their guide and commander-in-chief.
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Isaiah 49:11-12

11 And I will make all my mountains a pathway, 
And my highways shall be raised up.

“A way” - Christianity was called “the way” in Acts.
12 Look, these are coming from distant lands,

Look, and these are coming from the north and west 
And these from the land of Sinim.

Look, these are coming from distant lands
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Isaiah jolts our imagination with the vision of the 
returning exiles as they come marching through the 
desert from all corners of the earth.

Isaiah 49:12
12 Look, these are coming from distant lands,

Look, and these are coming from the north and west 
And these from the land of Sinim.

And these from the land of SinimAnd these from the land of Sinim

In this context the land of Sinim represents the Far East, 
probably China, as the remotest land in the East. 

It is possible that merchants from China occasionally 
reached Babylon, the world center of commerce in those 
days.
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The description of the return of the exiles from Babylon goes far 
beyond that historical event and anticipates the final ingathering 
of the people of God into their transformed and blessed 
homeland, Isaiah's "Pilgrim's Progress.”

Isaiah 49:12
12 Look, these are coming from distant lands,

Look, and these are coming from the north and west 
And these from the land of Sinim.

And these from the land of SinimAnd these from the land of Sinim

Some commentators have argued against the interpretation 
of the land of Sinim as meaning China, on the basis that the 
term "China" was supposedly derived from the Tsin dynasty 
dating back only to 255 B.C., long after the times of Isaiah.

However, variations of the name China were known as far 
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However, variations of the name China were known as far 
back as the 10th century B.C. and some of the provinces 
of that land were designated by that name. 

Isaiah 49:13
13 Sing, O heavens and rejoice, O earth, 

And break forth into song, O mountains, 
For the LORD has comforted his people,
And has had compassion upon his distressedAnd has had compassion upon his distressed.

Sing, O heavens and rejoice, O earth

A typical brief hymn of praise, provoked by the vision of the 
glorious redemption which the LORD has in store for Israel 
and for the nations of the world (cf. Isa. 12:35; 42:10-12; 
44:23 etc )
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44:23, etc.).
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Isaiah 49:13
13 Sing, O heavens and rejoice, O earth, 

And break forth into song, O mountains, 
For the LORD has comforted his people,
And has had compassion upon his distressedAnd has had compassion upon his distressed.

“The LORD comforts his people and will have 
compassion on his afflicted ones”. 
The gathered people sing of God as they contemplate their 
future deliverance, 

But the people of the captivity and those left in “the 
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desolate inheritances” are not so happy. Instead of 
singing, they are complaining: 

“The LORD has forsaken me, and my Lord has 
forgotten me” (v. 14). 

Isaiah 49:14
Jehovah's tender reassurance to the captives of Zion that 
He has not forgotten them and that He will soon restore 
them and rebuild their laud

The second part of this chapter (vs. 14-26) is a most beautiful 
and moving description of Jehovah's love for his captive 
people in exile.

14 But Zion said, Jehovah has forsaken me,
And the LORD has forgotten me.

But Zion said, Jehovah has forsaken me
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Apparently the mood of the exiles was one of gloom and 
depression. 

The thought of many was that the Lord had forgotten His 
people. 
To these the LORD sends a message of tender reassurance.

Isaiah 49

The Lord assures them of His love by comparing Himself to:

• a compassionate mother (vv 14 - 23)a compassionate mother (vv. 14 - 23), 
• a courageous warrior (vv. 24 - 26), and 
• a constant lover (50:1 - 3). 
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Isaiah 49:15
15 Can a woman forget her sucking baby,

And have no compassion on the son of her womb?
Even if she should forget,
Yet I will not forget.

Can a woman forget her sucking baby?

The love of Jehovah surpasses even the tenderest love of a 
mother for her precious child.

God has not forgotten Israel!   God has a destiny for Israel.
The Bible emphasizes the fatherhood of God, but there is a 
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p G ,
“motherhood” side to God’s nature. 
God is compassionate and comforts us as a mother comforts 
her children (66:13). 

Isaiah pictures Israel as a nursing child, totally dependent 
on the Lord, who will never forget them or forsake them. 
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Isaiah 49:16
16 Behold I have engraved thee upon the palms of my hands, 

Thy walls are ever before me.

Behold I have engraved thee upon the palms of my hands
Th hi h i t b th f th t ib f I l hiThe high priest bore the names of the tribes of Israel on his 
shoulders and over his heart (Ex. 28:6 - 9), engraved on jewels, 
God has engraved His children’s names on His hands. 
The word engraved means “to cut into,” signifying its permanence. 
God can never forget Zion or Zion’s children. 
One of the most striking verses in the Scriptures describing the 
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g p g
intense love of God for His people.

Probably not referring to the nails prints from the crucifixion as 
nails were in the wrists not the hands 

However, on Emmaus Road it appears that they 
recognized him by the nail prints as did Thomas…

Isaiah 49:16

16 Behold I have engraved thee upon the palms of my hands, 
Thy walls are ever before me.

Thy walls are ever before me.
The walls of Jerusalem are ever before Him. 

The LORD cannot and will not forget His people. 
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Isaiah 49:17-18
17 Thy children make haste,

Those who destroyed thee and laid thee waste, 
Shall depart from thee.

18 Lift up thine eyes around thee and look, 
They all gather together and come to theeThey all gather together and come to thee,
As I live, says the LORD,  thou will indeed dress thyself with 
them, As with an ornament,
And gird them around thee like a bride.

These verses contain a dramatic description of the captives' return to 
Zion - the ingathering of her children from the remote corners of the 
earth. 
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They will be like beautiful bridal ornaments, not decrepit refugees from 
captivity. 
Once again, the prophet looked ahead to the end of the age when the 
Gentiles will honor Jehovah and Israel, and kings and queens will be 
babysitters for Israel’s children!

Isaiah 49:19

19 Instead of thy devastated and desolate places, 
And thy land which has been destroyed,
Now it will be too narrow for the inhabitantsNow it will be too narrow for the inhabitants, 
And they who swallowed thee up,
Shall be far removed.

“Too narrow by reason of the inhabitants” - Gen 15:18.

Land given to Abraham, promised land should go to the 
West Bank of the River Euphrates (not Jordan)!
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Isaiah 49:20

20 The children who were once taken from thee, 
Shall yet say in thine ears:
This place is too constricted for me,
Give me space that I may settle.

Zion seems like a forsaken and barren mother, but she 
will be so blessed of God that there will be no room for 
her children! 

There will be so many of these returning exiles that 
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they will demand more space to settle

Isaiah 49:21-22
21 Thou shalt then say in thy heart,

"Who has borne me these,
Seeing that I have been deprived of my children 
and barren,and barren, 
An exile, wandering to and fro?
And who has brought up these,
Behold, I was left alone. These, where were they?"

22 Thus says the LORD God:
Behold, I will lift my hand to the nations, 
And set up my standard to the peoples, 
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p y p p ,
And they will bring thy sons in their bosom, 
And thy daughters shall be carried
Upon their shoulders.

Isaiah 49:23
23 And kings shall be thy foster fathers,

And their queens thy nursing mothers.
They shall bow down to thee to the earth, 
And lick the dust of thy feet;
And thou shalt know that I am the LORDAnd thou shalt know that I am the LORD,
For they shall not be ashamed who wait for me.

And lick the dust of thy feet
It is predicted that kings shall be the foster fathers of Israel's 
children, and queens (lit, princesses) their nursing mothers. 

This should be interpreted not in terms of national self-
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p
aggrandizement but as the final tribute of the great of this 
world to the majesty of His kingdom.

An act of supreme homage in oriental imagery. 
It refers to the worship of the God of Israel and His exalted 

servant, the Messiah. 

Isaiah 49:23
23 And kings shall be thy foster fathers,

And their queens thy nursing mothers.
They shall bow down to thee to the earth, 
And lick the dust of thy feet;And lick the dust of thy feet;
And thou shalt know that I am the LORD,
For they shall not be ashamed who wait for me.

“they shall not be ashamed that wait for me”

The fact that God permitted Babylon to conquer His people 
did not mean that God was weak or unconcerned. 
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When the right time comes, He will set His people free:
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A courageous warrior   Isaiah 49:24-26

Some of the Israelites must have been wondering how could 
anyone deliver them from the awesome power of the mighty 
one, that is, the Babylonian empire. 

The Babylonians were fierce warriors, but the Lord would 
snatch Israel from their grasp. 

In His compassion, He would set the captives free and 
see to it that Babylon would never afflict them again. 
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Isaiah 49:24

24 Can the prey be taken away from the mighty one 
Or the righteous captive be delivered?

Or the righteous captive be delivered?Or the righteous captive be delivered?

In Hebrew "Sh'vi tcaddik" 
KJV translates "lawful captive," 
the literal meaning "the righteous captive" is preferable, 

a probable allusion to the righteous remnant.
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Isaiah 49:25
25 For thus says the LORD,

Surely the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, 
And the prey of the terrible shall be delivered,
And I will contend with himAnd I will contend with him
Who contends with thee,
And I will save thy children.

God assures them that He Himself will accomplish this and 
fight their wars (v. 25). 
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Ps 121: “He that keepeth Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep.”

Isaiah 49:26
26 And I will feed them who oppress thee with their own 
flesh, 

And they shall be drunk with their own blood,
As with new wine.
And all flesh shall know
That I the LORD am thy Saviour
And thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

They shall eat their own flesh, and drink their own blood.
God will punish their oppressors according to the measure 
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of their wickedness; 

And all flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour
In the deliverance of Israel the honor of Jehovah is at stake.
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Isaiah 50:1-3   A constant lover 

The image of Israel as the wife of Jehovah is found often in 
the prophets (Isa 54:4 - 5; 62:1 - 5; Jer. 2:1 - 3; 3:1 - 11; Hos. 
2; Ezek 16)2; Ezek. 16). 

Israel was “married” to Jehovah when they accepted the 
covenant at Sinai (Ex. 19 - 20), but they violated that 
covenant by “playing the harlot” and worshipping idols. 

But God did not forsake His people even though they 
had been unfaithful to Him. 
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Isaiah 50:1-3   A constant lover 
The Mosaic permission for divorce is found in Deut 24:1 - 4 
(see Matt. 19:1 - 12). 

The “certificate of divorce” declared that the former 
marriage was broken and that the woman was free to 
remarry. 

But it also prevented the woman from returning to her 
former husband. 

God had indeed “divorced” the northern kingdom and allowed 
it to be assimilated by the Assyrians (Jer. 3:8), so she could 
not return. 
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But He had not “divorced” the southern kingdom; 
He had only permitted His unfaithful wife to suffer 
chastening at the hands of Babylon. 
He would forgive her and receive her back again. 

Isaiah 50:1-3   A constant lover 

The second picture in this paragraph is that of a poor family 
selling their children into servitude (2 Kgs 4:1-7; Neh 5:1-5). 

God had not sold His people; by their sins they had soldGod had not sold His people; by their sins, they had sold 
themselves. 
God had called to them many times and tried to turn them 
back from their wicked ways, but they had refused to 
listen. 

Judah did not go into exile because of God’s weakness, but 
b f th i i f l
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because of their own sinfulness. 

Isaiah 50:1-3   A constant lover 

How could the people say they were forgotten and forsaken, 
when the Lord is 

a compassionate mother, 
i da courageous warrior, and 

a constant lover? 

He is faithful to His Word even when we are unfaithful (2 
Tim. 2:11 - 13). 
He is faithful to chasten when we rebel (Heb. 12:1 - 11), 

but He is also faithful to forgive when we repent and
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but He is also faithful to forgive when we repent and 
confess (1John 1:9). 
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Isaiah 50:1
Israel's separation from God not permanent
The Servant’s message to the Gentiles was one of hope and 
blessing. He would deal with His people so that they, in turn, could 
bring God’s blessing to the Gentiles. 

1 Thus says the LORD,
Where is your mother's bill of divorce
With which I have put her away?
Or to which of my creditors did I sell her?
Behold, you were sold for your own iniquities,
And your mother was put away for your own transgressions.

Th idi f th ti f I l
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The idiom of the nation of Israel. 
Spoken of as the wife that is unfaithful because she went 
whoring after false gods.

Implies that the Lord would be justified in divorcing her, but 
notes that He hasn’t.

Isaiah 50:1
Where is your mother's bill of divorce?

1 Thus says the LORD,
Where is your mother's bill of divorce…

“Bill” - Cf. Deut 24:1; Jer 3:8; Hos 2:2.

According to the law of Moses, when a man put away his wife 
he was obliged to give her a bill of divorce. 

Since no such document existed, Jehovah's marriage to 
Israel was still binding and was never dissolved.
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Isaiah 50:1   Behold you were sold for your own 
iniquities

1 …Or to which of my creditors did I sell her?
Behold, you were sold for your own iniquities,
And your mother was put away for your own 
transgressions.

Using another illustration from daily life, the prophet points out 
that had Jehovah sold His people into bondage, as an 
impoverished father might sell a child to his creditors, in that 
case, who could have been Jehovah's creditor? 

This question in itself exposes the whole absurdity of such
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This question in itself exposes the whole absurdity of such 
an assumption.

Israel's bondage was not willed by God, but was self-
inflicted, the result of her own wayward and sinful 
behavior.

Isaiah 50:2  Why was there no one when I came?

2 Why was there no one when I came?
Why did no one answer when I called? 
Have I no power to deliver?
Behold at my command I dry up the seaBehold, at my command I dry up the sea, 
And turn rivers to a desert.
Their fish become foul for lack of water, 
And die of thirst.

Jehovah further establishes the reason for Israel's present 
deplorable plight by pointing to the lack of any response by 
the people to God's constant warnings through His
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the people to God s constant warnings through His 
servants, the prophets. 

The same complaint is voiced in Isaiah 59:16 and also 
in Jeremiah 7:25-26
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Isaiah 50:2  Why was there no one when I came?
2 Why was there no one when I came?

Why did no one answer when I called? 
Have I no power to deliver?
Behold, at my command I dry up the sea, 
And turn rivers to a desert.
Their fish become foul for lack of water, 
And die of thirst.

Have I no power to deliver?
Why should Israel doubt Jehovah's ability to deliver them, 
having experienced so much of His power and care?
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having experienced so much of His power and care?

Behold, at my command I dry up the sea,
The miracles which their ancestors had witnessed, when 
Jehovah delivered them from Egypt, should have been 
proof enough to remove any doubt from their minds.

Isaiah 50:3  I clothe the heavens in blackness

3 I clothe the heavens in blackness, 
And make sackcloth their covering.

The reference to the heavens being dressed in blackness and g
sackcloth is a further allusion to God's mighty works at Sinai 
(Ex. 19:16), and to His infinite power.

Cf. Jer 4:28, Ezek 32:18; Joel 2:10; 3:15; Mt 24:29; Mk 
13:24; Lk 21:25; Rev 6:12. 

Contrast with Gen 1:3.

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

54

Isaiah 50:4-11  The Servant and the Lord
• In the first two “Servant Songs” (42:1 - 7; 49:1 - 7), you find 

hints of opposition to Messiah’s ministry, 
• In this third song, His suffering is vividly described. 
• When we get to the fourth song (52:12 - 53:12), we will be told 

not only how He suffered, but why His suffering is necessary. 
Four times here, the Servant uses the name “Lord God.” 

“Jehovah Adonai” can be translated “Sovereign Lord,” 
You will find this title nowhere else in the “Servant Songs.” 

“Jehovah Adonai” means that 
“God is the owner of each member of the human family and
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God is the owner of each member of the human family, and 
that He consequently claims the unrestricted obedience of all” 

The emphasis here is on the Servant’s submission to the 
Lord God in every area of His life and service. 

Isaiah 50:4    The LORD has given me the tongue 
of a disciple

4 The LORD has given me the tongue of a disciple,
That I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens me.
H k th t I li t lik di i lHe wakens my ear that I may listen like a disciple.

The third song about the servant of the LORD is closely 
related to the fourth and last in the series (Isa. 52:13-53:12). 

Here the servant is presented as the faithful and obedient 
disciple of Jehovah.‘
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The servant affirms that he was instructed by the LORD God 
Himself (John 7:16 and 14:24).

The message which the servant received was one of 
comfort for the weary (Mt. 11:28).
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Isaiah 50:4    The LORD has given me the tongue 
of a disciple

4 The LORD has given me the tongue of a disciple,
That I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens me.g y g
He wakens my ear that I may listen like a disciple.

The word for "disciple" here is "limmud," instead of the later 
"talmid." 

“Learned” - or disciple. John 8:28 
(e.g., Philip in Acts with the Ethiopian).
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“Weary” - Matthew 11:28.

“Morning by morning” is actually Hebrew way of expressing 
“continually.”

An “opened ear” is one that hears and obeys the voice of the 
master. 

Isaiah 50:4  Weirsby
Everything Jesus said and did was taught to Him by His 
Father (John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 8:28). 

He prayed to the Father for guidance (John 11:42: Mark 
1:35) and meditated on the Word.1:35) and meditated on the Word. 

What God taught the Servant, the Servant shared with those 
who needed encouragement and help. 
The Servant’s will was also yielded to the Lord God. 

An “opened ear” is one that hears and obeys the voice of 
the master. 
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The people to whom Isaiah ministered were neither “willing” 
nor “obedient” (Isa. 1:19), but the Servant did gladly the will of 
the Lord God. 

Even when it meant yielding His body to wicked men who 
mocked Him, whipped Him, spat on Him, and then nailed 
Him to a cross (Matt. 26:67; 27:26, 30). 

Isaiah 50:5    And I did not rebel
5 The LORD God has opened my ear, 

And I did not rebel,
Nor did I turn back.

There was complete willingness on the part of the servant to g
obey God's voice and to submit to His will, for He does not 
reveal Himself to the rebellious heart and unwilling ear.
“Opened” – could also refer to a pierced ear, as a bond 
servant.

Piercing of the ear alludes to a procedure. 
If you were in debt you were in service until either the debt
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If you were in debt you were in service until either the debt 
was paid or the Jubilee year. 

At that point you would be free to go; 
However, often by this point, the servant so enjoyed the 
hospitality of the household that he would voluntarily choose 
to serve the house for the rest of his life. 

Isaiah 50: The Bond slave

This kind of a servant was called a “Bond-Slave” which was a 
position of merit. 

The ceremony which established the relationship was to y p
take an awl (like an ice pick) and pierce the ear of the 
slave to the doorpost of the house. 

The symbolism was that the person became bonded to the 
house (and the household). 

(Both Paul and John use the term “Bondslave” of themselves 
to Jesus Christ.)
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to Jesus Christ.)
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Isaiah 50:6   Why Didn’t They Recognize Him?
6  I gave my back to those who struck me,

And my cheeks to those who plucked my beard.
I did not hide my face from insults and spitting.

The servant readily submitted to abuse and insult in order to carry y y
out his divinely appointed task. 

A foretelling of Jesus experience  Matthew 26:27.
They plucked off His beard! (Neh 13:25, Zech 13:6) 

• Thomas’ doubting?
• Luke 24:16-33 - Old testament prophecy Bible study taught 

by Jesus on Emmaus road
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by Jesus on Emmaus road. 
• John 20:14, 21:12. Mary didn’t recognize Jesus til He spoke. 

Does Jesus Christ bear the scars of His humiliation? 
See the Gospels and Rev 5:6, “the Lamb as it had been slain.” 

“Tetelestai” = paid in full!

Isaiah 50:7-11    by faith…
When Jesus Christ was ministering here on earth, He had to 
live by faith even as we must today. 
He did not use His divine powers selfishly for Himself but 
trusted God and depended on the power of the Spirittrusted God and depended on the power of the Spirit. 

The Servant did all of this by faith in the Lord God.
He was determined to do God’s will even if it meant 
going to a cross (Luke 9:51; John 18:1 - 11), for He 
knew that the Lord God would help Him. 

The Servant was falsely accused, but He knew that God 
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would vindicate Him and eventually put His enemies to 
shame. 

Isaiah 50:7   The LORD God will sustain me

7 The LORD God will sustain me,
Therefore was I not overcome by insults, 
Therefore also I have set my face like a flint, 
A d I k th t I h ll t b h dAnd I know that I shall not be ashamed.

An emphatic affirmation that God will always help him, 
therefore no persecution could ever deflect the servant from 
his task. 

His faith and reliance upon God was the rock and the 
fountain of his strength and of his confidence that in the
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fountain of his strength and of his confidence that in the 
end he would be vindicated by the One who sent him.

Isaiah 50:8    He who justifies me is near

8 He who justifies me is near,
Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. p g
Who is my adversary, let him come near to me.

In the sure knowledge that the LORD God is the one who 
helps and justifies him, 

the servant was able to challenge all his adversaries to 
appear with him before the tribunal of the Supreme Judge.
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Isaiah 50:9     Who shall condemn me?
9 Behold the LORD God will help me,

Who shall condemn me?
Behold they shall all mold away like a garment, 
The moth shall devour them.

The prophetic language carries a strong intimation of a court 
procedure. 

The adversaries of the servant who accuse and condemn 
him, are also the enemies of God, but the final word 
belongs to the Supreme Judge and the servant leaves the 
end to Him
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Behold they shall all mold away like a garment
The enemies of the servant of God have no future. 

They are likened to a moth-eaten garment which is about 
to disintegrate.

Isaiah 50:10-11
“Never doubt in the dark what God has told you 

in the light.”  - B. Jones, Sr.

The unbelieving ones try to eliminate the darkness by lighting g y y g g
their own fires (i.e., following their own schemes).  
They will end up in sorrow and suffering. 

In obedience to the Lord, you may find yourself in the 
darkness, but do not panic, for He will bring you the light you 

need just at the right time. 

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

66

Isaiah 50:10   Who among you fear and obey?

10 Who among you fear the LORD, 
And obey the voice of his servant, 
Though he walks in darkness and without a flicker of light,
L t hi t t i th f th LORDLet him trust in the name of the LORD,
And lean upon his God.

Those who "fear the LORD" - a synonym for Israel's faithful 
remnant. 

Just as the servant's ultimate source of strength is his faith and 
absolute trust in God it should also be said of every believer.   

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

67

y
Psalm 23:4:

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me.

Isaiah 50:11   All of you who kindle a fire
11 Behold all of you who kindle a fire, 

Who arm yourselves with firebrands,
Away with you into the flame of your fire,
And into the firebrands which you have kindled. 
Thi h ll t f h dThis shall come to you from my hand,
You shall he down in grief.

After a word of encouragement to those "who fear the LORD," 
a warning is now directed to the ungodly. 

Those who try to eliminate the darkness but lighting a fire 
of their own making.
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The fire they lit will consume them
It is their own mischief which will, in the end, 
boomerang and destroy them.
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Isaiah 51:1-3  THE SERVANT AND ISRAEL 
This section contains several admonitions: 

“hearken to me” (51:1; also 4, 7); 
“awake, awake” (vv. 9, 17 52:1 - 6); and 
“depart, depart” (vv. 7 - 12). 

Except for 51:9 - 16, which is a prayer addressed to the 
Lord, each of these admonitions is from God to His 
people in Babylon. 

“Hearken to me” (51:1 - 8).
These three admonitions are addressed to the faithful 
remnant in Israel the people described in 50:10
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remnant in Israel, the people described in 50:10. 
10 Who among you fear the LORD, 

And obey the voice of his servant, 
Though he walks in darkness and without a flicker of light,
Let him trust in the name of the LORD,
And lean upon his God.

Isaiah 51:1-3  THE SERVANT AND ISRAEL 

In the first admonition (51:1 - 3), the Lord told them to look 
back and remember Abraham and Sarah, the progenitors of 
the Jewish nation (Gen. 12 - 25). 

God called them “alone,” but from these two elderly 
people came a nation as numerous as the dust of the 
earth and the stars of the heaven (Gen 13:16; 15:5). 

The remnant leaving Babylon was small and weak, but God 
was able to increase them into a mighty nation and also turn 
their ravaged land into a paradise
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their ravaged land into a paradise. 

“Be comforted!”. “The best is yet to come!”

Isaiah 51:1   Listen to me, you who follow 
righteousness

1 Listen to me, you who follow righteousness,
You who seek the LORD,
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
A d t th h l f th it f hi h dAnd to the hole of the pit from which you were dug.

Literally "you who pursue righteousness," 
you who intensely search out and practice righteousness. 

They are the people who seek God and are anxious to 
do His will. 

Presumably there were not many such "righteous men" among 
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y y g g
the exiles, and they were in a mood of despondency. 

What could a mere handful of God-fearing men accomplish, 
surrounded as they were, by the indifference of their own 
countrymen and the crushing power of their pagan captors? 

Was there any hope for them?

Isaiah 51:2 Look unto Abraham your father and 
to Sarah

2 Look unto Abraham, your father,
And to Sarah, who gave you birth,
For he was just one when I called him, j ,
Yet I blessed him and made many of him.

“Him alone” as one.
The believers in bondage were encouraged to remember 
that they were cut from the same rock and quarry as their 
original ancestors, Abraham and Sarah. 

The whole history of Israel was proof that Jehovah is the God
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The whole history of Israel was proof that Jehovah is the God 
of the impossible. 

They were, an old couple, long after their childbearing 
age had passed, yet He made Abraham the father of 
Israel and of many nations.
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Isaiah 51:3 For the LORD has comforted Zion
3 For the LORD has comforted Zion,

He has comforted all her desolate places, 
And made her wilderness like Eden,
And her desert like the garden of the LORD. 
Joy and gladness shall be found in her, 
Thanksgiving and the voice of melody.

“Eden” - Gen 13:10; Joel 2:3; Ezek 28:13; 29:8,9,16,18. Cf. 
Rev 5:8; 14:2; 15:2.

The promise is expressed in the prophetic past. 
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What Jehovah is planning to do for His people in the 
future, is to the prophet an already accomplished fact. 

Jerusalem shall be rebuilt, and the desolate land shall 
become like Eden, a garden of the LORD.

Isaiah 51:3   
Joy and gladness…the voice of melody

3 For the LORD has comforted Zion,
He has comforted all her desolate places, 
And made her wilderness like EdenAnd made her wilderness like Eden,
And her desert like the garden of the LORD. 
Joy and gladness shall be found in her, 
Thanksgiving and the voice of melody.

The prophet's vision reached out beyond any historical limits 
and becomes eschatology, 
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a vision of the last days as he sees Israel returning, not 
only to their native land, but to their God.

Isaiah 51:4-6
In the second command (Isa. 51:4 - 6), God told them to look 
ahead and realize that justice would come to the world and 
they would be vindicated by the Lord. 

Note the emphasis on the word my:Note the emphasis on the word my: 
• My people, 
• My nation, 
• My justice, 

• My righteousness, 
• My arms, and 
• My salvation
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• My salvation. 

This is the grace of God, doing for His people what they did 
not deserve and what they could not do for themselves. 

Isaiah 51:4-6

The “arm of the Lord” is a key concept in Isaiah’s prophecies
(30:30; 40:10; 51:5, 9; 52:10; 53:1; 59:16; 62:8; 63:5, 12). 

Heaven and earth will pass away but God’s righteousnessHeaven and earth will pass away, but God s righteousness 
and salvation will last forever. 

That righteousness will be displayed in a special way 
when Messiah returns and establishes His kingdom on 
earth. 
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Isaiah 51:4   The light of the peoples.
4 Attend to me, O my people,

And give ear unto me, O my nation, 
For the law shall go forth from me,
And my judgment shall suddenly become 
The light of the peoples.

Attend to me, O my people
The call is addressed to the remnant of Israel, the spiritual 
core of the nation.

For the law shall go forth from me
Here "the law" is not the law of Moses which was primarily
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Here the law  is not the law of Moses which was primarily 
revealed to and for Israel. 

The prophet speaks of the supreme law of which the 
fountainhead and spring is the Lord God Himself. 

This is the law and the light of all mankind (cf. 
Rom. 2:14-15, John 1:4)

Isaiah 51:4   The light of the peoples.
4 Attend to me, O my people,

And give ear unto me, O my nation, 
For the law shall go forth from me,
And my judgment shall suddenly become y j g y
The light of the peoples.

And my judgment shall suddenly become the light of the 
peoples

The law, or the judgment of God, is the eternal logos 
(John 1:1). 

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

78

( )
Its manifestation in history is sudden and unexpected. 

This is what the Hebrew verb "argi-a," "will suddenly 
appear," from "regah" - a moment, suggests.

Isaiah 51:5
The coastland shall wait for me and shall trust in 

my arm

5 My righteousness is near,
My salvation has gone forthMy salvation has gone forth.
My arm shall judge the nations. 
The coastlands shall wait for me, 
And will trust in my arm.

An essential part of the prophetic message is the conviction 
that all nations which from the beginning of time have lived in 
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the grip and lure of sin and wickedness have always, 
consciously or unconsciously, waited for true righteousness, 

the law of God.

Isaiah 51:6   Lift up your eyes toward heaven, 
and look down upon the earth

6 Lift up your eyes toward heaven,
And look down upon the earth,
For the heavens shall dissolve like smoke,
A d th th h ll ith lik tAnd the earth shall wither away like a garment, 
And they who dwell upon it shall die likewise; 
But my salvation shall be for ever,
And my righteousness shall never cease.

Cf. Is 13:13; Mt 24:35; 2Pt 3:10-12; Ps 102:26; Is 24:19-20; Hb 1:10-12.
“Earth-dweller” excludes you as a Christian.  We are pilgrims.
New Heaven Earth: Isa 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

80

New Heaven, Earth: Isa 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1.
All that which is visible to the human eye shall one day disappear, 
only the mercy and the salvation of God will abide forever. 

Jesus, identifying Himself with His Father declared:
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away (Mt. 24:35).
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Isaiah 51:7-8     The third admonition 
Looking within, where we find either fear or faith. 

Why should the nation fear men when God is on its side? 
“Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be 
f id” (I 12 2 NKJV)afraid” (Isa. 12:2 NKJV). 

“Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your 
fear, and let him be your dread” (8:13). 

To have God’s law in your heart means to belong to Him 
and be saved (Jer. 31:31 - 34; Heb. 10:16). 

The moth and the worm shall destroy the enemy, but God’s 
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y y
salvation will endure. 

Moths and worms do not do their work conspicuously, but 
they work efficiently just the same. 

The seeds of destruction were already in the Babylonian 
Empire, and the leaders did not know it. 

Isaiah 51:9-52:6    “Awake, awake” 
“Hearken to me” was spoken to admonish the people, but 
“awake, awake” is for the rousing of the Lord (51:9 - 16) and 
of Jerusalem (vv. 17 - 23; 52:1 - 6). 

The remnant in Babylon prayed as though God were asleep 
and needed to be awakened (Ps. 7:6; 44:23; 78:65 - 72). 

They wanted God to bare His arm as He did when He 
defeated Pharaoh and redeemed His people from 
Egyptian bondage. 

The return from Babylon was looked upon as another 
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y p
“exodus” (Isa. 43:16 - 17; 49:9 - 12), with God wholly 
in charge and the enemy completely defeated. 

Isaiah 51:7-8    Fear not the taunt of men and be not 
dismayed by their insults

7 Listen to me, you who know righteousness, 
People in whose hearts is my law;
Fear not the taunt of menFear not the taunt of men,
And be not dismayed by their insults.

8 For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, 
And the insect shall devour them like wool.
But my righteousness shall abide for ever,
And my salvation for all generations.
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Believing in the eternal and omnipotent God, men of faith 
ought not to fear the taunts and insults of "enosh" - a weak, 
ephemeral being, "mere man.”

Isaiah 51:9    The mighty arm of Jehovah is invoked 
to deliver Israel

9 Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 
O arm of the LORD. 
Awake as in olden days, in ancient generations.
Art thou not he who cut up Rahab,
That pierced the dragon?

First of three references to “Awake, Awake” (51:9; 51:17; 
52:1).
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"The arm of the LORD" is a metaphor for divine 
omnipotence and is invoked to manifest itself in a mighty act 
of deliverance, as in the days of old.
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Isaiah 51:9     Art thou not he who cut up Rahab?

9 Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 
O arm of the LORD. 
Awake as in olden days, in ancient generations.
Art thou not he who cut up Rahab,Art thou not he who cut up Rahab,
That pierced the dragon?

“Rahab” - Proud one - Egypt (Ps 87:4; 89:10).
Egypt is called Rahab, a mythical sea monster (Isa. 30:7), 
which is involved in the story of creation in pagan 
mythology. 
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“Sea monster” - leviathan (Job).
The dragon is another primeval monster representing the 
restless forces of the sea (Job 9:13).

Isaiah 51:10
Art thou not he, who dried up the sea

10 Art thou not he, who dried up the sea 
The waters of the great deep?
Who turned the depths of the sea into a roadWho turned the depths of the sea into a road 
For the redeemed to pass over?
Cf. Isa 63:11-13

This seems to be a multiple allusion to 
the act of creation (Gen. 1:9), and 
then to the exodus from Egypt at the Red Sea (Ex 15:4)
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and the crossing of the Jordan when first they entered 
(returned to) Canaan (Josh 3:13)

The remembrance of the mighty acts of God in creation and in 
history bring conviction to the prophet, that the LORD will again 

manifest His might and redeeming grace.

Isaiah 51:11 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return

11 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
And shall come to Zion with singing.
E l i j h ll b h iEverlasting joy shall be upon their. 
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Isaiah again looks beyond the immediate situation toward the 
ultimate redemption. 

History is the background canvas for the "ultimate days" 
when the Messianic King or the suffering and exalted
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when the Messianic King, or the suffering and exalted 
Servant of God, shall reign over all the kingdoms of the 
earth.

Isaiah 51:12-23   God replies to their prayer

God replied to their prayer with words of comfort (51:12 - 16; 
see vv. 3, 19). 
He reminded them again of 

• the frailty of man (40:6 - 8) and 
• the power of God the Creator (51:13). 

Because they are His people, with whom He has deposited 
His Word, He will release them, protect them, and provide for 
them. 

They had an important task to perform and He would
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They had an important task to perform and He would 
enable them to do it. 
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Isaiah 51:12-23   God replies to their prayer
In the second “Awake” call, the prophet spoke to the ruined city 
of Jerusalem (vv. 17 - 23) 

He pictures her as a mother in a drunken stupor with no 
children to help her. p

In the Bible, judgment is sometimes pictured as the 
drinking of a cup of wine (29:9; 63:6; Ps. 75:8; Jer. 
25:15 - 16; Rev. 14:10). 

Jerusalem’s children had gone into captivity, but now they 
would return and give their “mother” new hope and a new 
beginning.
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beginning. 
God will take the cup of judgment from the Jews and give it 
to their enemies. 

To put your foot on the neck of your enemies was a humiliating 
declaration of their defeat, but instead of Babylon “walking on” 
the Jews, the Jews would “walk on” the Babylonians! 

Isaiah 51:12 
I, I myself am he who comforts you

12 I, I myself am he who comforts you,
Who art thou to fear feeble and mortal manWho art thou to fear feeble and mortal man,
Or the son of man who will become as the grass?

Who art thou to fear feeble and mortal man?
“Grass” - Isa 40:6-7; Jas 1:10.

As the mouthpiece of God, the prophet remonstrates with his 
people: since the omnipotent LORD Himself is their comforter
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people: since the omnipotent LORD Himself is their comforter 
and defender, why should Israel be in dread of an "enosh," a 
feeble and mortal man?

Isaiah 51:13
And where is the fury of the oppressor?

13 And hast forgotten the LORD thy maker,
Who planted the heavens and laid the foundation of theWho planted the heavens and laid the foundation of the 
earth, 
And fearest all day long the fury of the oppressor,
As he gets ready to destroy,
And where is the fury of the oppressor?

While they live, the raging of the enemy appears to be 
f i h i b h h i f i d h
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most frightening, but when their fury is spent and they are 
gone, their boasting seems to be the pitiful raving of a 
puny man.

Isaiah 51:14
He that is bent over. . . will not die in the dungeon

14 He that is bent over shall speedily be released, 
And will not die in the dungeonAnd will not die in the dungeon,
Neither shall he be short of his bread.

Those who are now bent under the yoke of captivity will not 
die as prisoners, nor perish of hunger, but will soon 

experience the redemption of God.
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Isaiah 51:15    For I am the LORD thy God...

15 For I am the LORD thy God,
Who stirs up the sea, so that its waves roar, 
The LORD of hosts is his nameThe LORD of hosts is his name.

Jehovah, the creator and controller of all nations, is the 
guarantor of all His promises that they shall be fulfilled.
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Isaiah 51:16 Please do put words in my mouth

16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, 
And hid thee in the shadow of my hand, 
That I may plant the heavens,
And lay the foundation of the earthAnd lay the foundation of the earth,
And that I may say to Zion: thou art my people.

And I have put my words in thy mouth
Jehovah has entrusted His revelation to His people so 
they could make it known to the nations.

And hid thee in the shadow of my hand
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And hid thee in the shadow of my hand
An expression of Gods' love and protection of His people, 
which all believers could also apply to themselves 
individually.

Isaiah 51:16
Plant the heavens, lay the foundation of the earth

16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, 
And hid thee in the shadow of my hand, 
That I may plant the heavens,
And lay the foundation of the earth,
And that I may say to Zion: thou art my people.

If we regard this passage as referring to the Genesis creation 
of heaven and earth, then there could be some confusion, but,

if we regard this as a promise of a new creation, of a new 
heaven and a new earth filled with the righteousness of
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heaven and a new earth, filled with the righteousness of 
God, and where restored and redeemed Israel is again the 
people of God, then the passage makes beautiful sense. 

This apparently was what the prophet had in mind (Isa. 65:17).

Isaiah 51:17
Bestir thyself, bestir thyself, stand up, O Jerusalem

17 Bestir thyself, bestir thyself, stand up, O Jerusalem,
Thou who hast drunk from the hand of the LORD,,
The cup of his fury, the chalice of stupor, 
Which thou hast drunk and drained.

Second of three: “Awake, awake” (51:9; 51:17; 52:1).
Jerusalem has long since been laid prostrate and bewildered 
by the bitter cup of divine fury, which she has had to drink to 
the last bitter drop
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the last bitter drop. 
Now the time has come to awaken herself and to rise up 
to her full dignity, as befitting the people of God.
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Isaiah 51:18
Of all the sons to whom she gave birth, 

there is none to guide her

18 Of all the sons to whom she gave birth, 
There is none to guide her,
Of all the sons which she has reared, 
There is none to take her by the hand.

Leaders fled - Jer 43:5-7.

Jerusalem's tragedy is made even more pitiful, that in the 

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

97

hour of her extreme need she has no one of her sons to 
guide her.

Isaiah 51:19-20
19 These twin horrors have befallen thee: 

Who is there to mourn for thee?
Devastation and destruction,
Hunger and the sword,
How shall I comfort thee?How shall I comfort thee?

20 Thy sons are worn out,
And he panting at every street corner,
Like an antelope in the net.
They are saturated with the fury of the LORD, 
With the rebuke of the LORD.

Devastation and destruction, hunger and the sword are the disasters 
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which have come upon Jerusalem. 
They give us a sense the horror of the unfortunate people of 
Jerusalem.

The tone is reminiscent of the Lamentations of Jeremiah. 
The Sons of Israel are likened to captured wild animals, which lie 

panting in their nets, exhausted and frightened.

Isaiah 51:21-23   
a new message for His prostrated nation

21 Hear then this, thou afflicted,
Who art drunk, but not with wine:

22 Thus says thy LORD Jehovah
And thy God who champions thy cause.And thy God who champions thy cause. 
Behold I have taken out of thy hand
The cup of stupor, and the chalice of my fury, 
Thou shalt drink of it no more.

23 But I will put it into the hands of thy tormentors, 
Those who said to thy soul:
Bend down, that we may pass over,
A d th h t fl tt d th b k t th d
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And thou hast flattened thy back to the ground, 
And made it like a street to pass over.

The LORD is announcing. The cup of suffering and stupefaction is 
at last to be removed from her hand and passed on to her 
tormentors.
"Thy soul" here simply means "to thee.”

Isaiah 51:21-23   
a new message for His prostrated nation

21 Hear then this, thou afflicted,
Who art drunk, but not with wine:

22 Thus says thy LORD Jehovah
And thy God who champions thy cause. y p y
Behold I have taken out of thy hand
The cup of stupor, and the chalice of my fury, 
Thou shalt drink of it no more.

23 But I will put it into the hands of thy tormentors, 
Those who said to thy soul:
Bend down, that we may pass over,
And thou hast flattened thy back to the ground, 
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And made it like a street to pass over.
Bend down, that we may pass over 

A description of a cruel custom, practiced by the Assyrians, the 
Babylonians and other Oriental conquerors, who made their captives 
lie down and walked over them. 

Such scenes were often depicted on ancient monuments.

2015-01-17    Page 25



of
 Is

ai
ah

1/17/2015Th
e 

B
oo

k 

26

Isa 52:1-5
(1)  Awake, awake, Clothe yourself in your strength, O Zion; 
Clothe yourself in your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the 
holy city; For the uncircumcised and the unclean Will no 
longer come into you.
(2)  Shake yourself from the dust, rise up, O captive 
Jerusalem; Loose yourself from the chains around your neck, 
O captive daughter of Zion.
(3)  For thus says the LORD, "You were sold for nothing and 
you will be redeemed without money."
(4)  For thus says the Lord GOD, "My people went down at the 
first into Egypt to reside there; then the Assyrian oppressed
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first into Egypt to reside there; then the Assyrian oppressed 
them without cause.
(5)  "Now therefore, what do I have here," declares the LORD, 
"seeing that My people have been taken away without cause?" 
Again the LORD declares, "Those who rule over them howl, 
and My name is continually blasphemed all day long.

Isa 52:6-10
(6)  "Therefore My people shall know My name; therefore in 
that day I am the one who is speaking, 'Here I am.'"
(7)  How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who 
brings good news, Who announces peace And brings good 
news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to 
Zion, "Your God reigns!"
(8)  Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices, They shout 
joyfully together; For they will see with their own eyes When 
the LORD restores Zion.
(9)  Break forth, shout joyfully together, You waste places of 
Jerusalem; For the LORD has comforted His people He has
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Jerusalem; For the LORD has comforted His people, He has 
redeemed Jerusalem.
(10)  The LORD has bared His holy arm In the sight of all the 
nations, That all the ends of the earth may see The salvation of 
our God.

Isa 52:11-15
(11)  Depart, depart, go out from there, Touch nothing unclean; 
Go out of the midst of her, purify yourselves, You who carry 
the vessels of the LORD.
(12)  But you will not go out in haste, Nor will you go as 
fugitives; For the LORD will go before you, And the God of 
Israel will be your rear guard.
(13)  Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be high and lifted 
up and greatly exalted.
(14)  Just as many were astonished at you, My people, So His 
appearance was marred more than any man And His form 
more than the sons of men
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more than the sons of men.
(15)  Thus He will sprinkle many nations, Kings will shut their 
mouths on account of Him; For what had not been told them 
they will see, And what they had not heard they will 
understand.

Isaiah 52:1   put on thy strength, O Zion
1 Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion,

Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, holy city, 
For from now on shall no longer
The uncircumcised and unclean come into thee.

Last of three: “Awake, awake” (51:9; 51:17; 52:1).

Zion is commanded to cast off the chains of her captivity, and to 
array herself in the beautiful garments of her redemption.

For from now on shall no longer the uncircumcised and 
unclean come into thee
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This is not ethnic discrimination that no Gentile shall be 
permitted to enter Jerusalem, 

It is a promise that the pagan who in the past came to 
plunder and destroy the Holy City will no longer be 
permitted to do so.
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Isaiah 52:1-6   The third “wake-up call” 
The third “wake-up call” is also addressed to Jerusalem and is 
a command not only to wake up but to dress up! 

It is not enough for her to put off her stupor (51:17 - 23); 
she must also put on her glorious garments. p g g
Babylon the “queen” would fall to the dust in shame (47:1), 

but Jerusalem would rise up from the dust and be 
enthroned as a queen! 

• Egypt had enslaved God’s people, 
• Assyria had oppressed them, and 
• Babylon had taken them captive
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Babylon had taken them captive, 
but now that was ended. 

The ultimate fulfillment of this promise will occur when the 
Messiah returns, delivers Jerusalem from her enemies, and 
establishes Mount Zion as the joy of all the earth (61:4 - 11).

Isaiah 52:1-6  the Holy City – set apart
The city of Jerusalem is called “the Holy City” eight times in 
Scripture (Neh. 11:1, 18; Isa. 48:2; 52:1; Dan. 9:24; Matt. 45 
27:53; Rev. 11:2). 

It has been “set apart” by God for His exclusive purposesIt has been set apart  by God for His exclusive purposes, 
when His people refused to obey Him, He ordered it 
destroyed, first by the Babylonians and then by the 
Romans. 

During the captivity, God’s name was blasphemed because 
the enemy taunted the Jews and asked them why their great 
God did not deliver them (Ps 115; 137)
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God did not deliver them (Ps. 115; 137). 
But when the remnant is restored, they will know God’s 
name and seek to honor it. 

Isaiah 52:2  Pick yourself up, shake off the old

2 Shake thyself from the dust,
Arise and sit down, O Jerusalem,
Loosen thyself from the cords of thy neck,Loosen thyself from the cords of thy neck, 
O captive daughter of Zion.

"arise and sit down"   contradictory ?? 

The captives should shake off the dust of defeat and 
humiliation, and assume the posture and dignity of the 
redeemed
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redeemed. 
"arise from the dust and sit down on the throne.”

Isaiah 52:3  sold for nothing, redeemed but 
not with money

3 For thus says the LORD:
You were sold for nothing,
And you shall be redeemed without moneyAnd you shall be redeemed without money.

Jehovah received no payment for Israel from her captors, 
He will also set them free without paying a ransom price to 
them.

Redemptive coin was always silver, silver speaks of blood (linked 
as symbols). 
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y )
Here, redeemed not with money but with blood. 

Predicted early in Torah when Adam and Eve made their 
cloths of fig leaves God replaced them with cloths of skin, 
teaching that it was by the shedding of innocent blood they 
would be covered. All prophetically pointing to the Cross.
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Isaiah 52:4  At the beginning
4 For thus says the LORD Jehovah,

At the beginning my people went down to Egypt to 
sojourn, 
Later the Assyrian oppressed them without causeLater the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.

The Israelites went down to Egypt at the invitation of 
Pharoah, but were soon enslaved by the Egyptians. 

God led them out from there. 

Later they were again enslaved by the Assyrians "for 
nothing ” without any moral or legal right
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nothing,  without any moral or legal right. 
But Jehovah delivered them from the Assyrians, who 
were in turn defeated by the Babylonians (612 B. C.).

in turn defeated by the Babylonians (612 B. C.).

Isaiah 52:4    Assyrian
Assyrian - Ex 1:8; Acts 7:18 (oppressed by Pharaoh who did 

not know Joseph).
Example- Stephen’s speech in Acts 7. 

His point is that Israel always screws up the first time. 
He was implying that Israel screwed up the first time 
with Jesus, but they will recognize Him the second.

In Greek two ways to say “another”: 
one of the same kind, or 
one of a different kind
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one of a different kind. 

Here (Acts 7:18) another means one of a different kind.
Isa 52:4 notes that the Pharaoh was not Egyptian, but 
Assyrian!

Isaiah 52:5     what do I find here

5 And now what do I find here?
Seeing that my people were taken away for nothing,
And they who rule over them are boasting, says the y g, y
LORD, 
And my name is constantly and all day blasphemed.

What is the situation which the Lord sees in Babylon? 
His people are cruelly mistreated, while their captors strut 
and boast and constantly blaspheme His Holy Name as if 
th i id l h d i h d J h h
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their idols had vanquished Jehovah.

Rom 2:24  For the name of God is blasphemed among 
the Gentiles through you, as it is written. 

Isaiah 52:6 my people know my name

6 Therefore will my people know my name,
Therefore on that day will they know,
That I am he who speaks, behold I am here.

"To know the name" is to intimately and personally know 
the character of the person who bears the name. 

Israel will know that Jehovah is mighty to deliver, her 
faithful and promise-keeping God.
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Isaiah 52:7

7  "How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of the one who brings news of peaceare the feet of the one who brings news of peace, 
who announces good things, 
who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, 'Your God reigns!’

Cf. Rom 10:15; Eph 6:15 (armor from Isa 59:17).
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Isaiah 52:8

8  Listen! 
Your watchmen lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for they will see in plain sight 
the return of the LORD to Zion with compassion

“Watches” / “Watchmen”– angels?
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Isaiah 52:9
9  "Break forth together into singing, 

you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
and he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The defeat of Babylon by Cyrus was certainly good news to 
the Jews because it meant freedom for the captives (40:9; 
41:27). 

The good news we share today is that Jesus Christ can 
set the prisoners free (Rom. 10:15). 

It has well been said that “good news is for sharing,” and 
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g g,
that is what happens in Jerusalem. 
The wilderness will join the song because the desolate cities 
and “waste places” will be transformed (51:3). 

The remnant prayed for God’s holy arm to work, and He 
answered their prayer (v. 9). 

Isaiah 52:10 The LORD has bared his holy arm

10  The LORD has bared his holy arm
in the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of 
our God. 

The metaphor applied to "the arm of Jehovah" is taken 
from an ancient warrior's stance

He throws back his upper garment from his right 
shoulder, in readiness for battle.
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Isaiah 52:11   Depart, depart, get out from there

11  "Depart! Depart! 
Go out from there;
touch no unclean thing; 
go out from the midst of her;go out from the midst of her; 
purify yourselves, 
you who carry the vessels of the LORD. 

The exiles are ordered to leave Babylon. 
The phrase "from there“ would appear to place the 
prophet somewhere far removed from Babylon. 
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p p y
Consistent with the view that the author of both parts 
of the book was Isaiah, a resident of Jerusalem.

Isaiah 52:11    Touch not anything unclean
11  "Depart! Depart! 

Go out from there;
touch no unclean thing; 
go out from the midst of her; g
purify yourselves, 
you who carry the vessels of the LORD. 

As a redeemed and holy people, they must not defile 
themselves virtually or morally (Lev. 23:14). 

This applied particularly to the Levites who, according to 
th d f C (E 6 5) t b k t
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the decree of Cyrus (Ezra 6:5), were to carry back to 
Jerusalem the vessels of the Temple. 

In a larger sense all Israel was to be the carrier of the vessels 
of the LORD, of His holiness, His righteousness and of His 

light to the ends of the earth.

Isaiah 52:11 Touch no unclean thing
11  "Depart! Depart!   Go out from there;

touch no unclean thing; 
go out from the midst of her;  purify yourselves, 
you who carry the vessels of the LORD. 

H l ti d th t t t k f B b l ’ lHe also cautioned them not to take any of Babylon’s uncleanness 
with them this would include the whole Babylonian system of 
idolatry and occult practices that had helped to ruin the Jewish 
nation (47:11 - 15). 

Paul made the application to believers today in 2 Co 6:14 - 7:1
God had a special word for the priests and Levites who were 

i th l f th t l “C t f it [B b l ]
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carrying the vessels of the temple: “Come out from it [Babylon] 
and be pure” (Isa. 52:11 NIV). 

This is a good command for all of God’s servants to obey. If we 
defile ourselves, we will also defile the work of the Lord. How 
tragic for a holy ministry to be a source of defilement to God’s 
people! 

Isaiah 52:7-12 “Depart, depart” 
Isaiah liked to use repetition: “Comfort ye, comfort ye” 
(40:1); “awake, awake” (51:9, 17; 52:1); and now, “depart, 
depart” (52:11). 
It t th t G d ld h t Hi l tIt seems strange that God would have to urge His people to 
leave a place of captivity, but some of them had grown 
accustomed to Babylon and were reluctant to leave. 

The first group, about fifty thousand people, left Babylon 
in 539 - 538 BC when Cyrus issued his decree. 

They were under the leadership of Sheshbazzar, 
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Zerubbabel, and Jeshua the high priest (Ezra 1 - 2). 
They carried with them “the vessels of the Lord” (Isa. 
52:11), the articles that were needed for the service in 
the temple. 
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Isaiah 52:12
the God of Israel will be your rear guard

12  For you won't go out in haste, 
nor will you go in flight; 
for the LORD will go before you; 
and the God of Israel will be your rear guardand the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 
He is called the God of all the earth.“

The prophet added a final word of encouragement: “The LORD 
will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your reward” (v. 
12; see 58:8). 

Reminds us of Israel’s exodus from Egypt when the Lord went 
before them (Ex 13:21) and stood between them and the
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before them (Ex. 13:21) and stood between them and the 
enemy (14:19 - 20). 

When God’s people obey God’s will, they can always 
count on God’s leading and protection. 

Isaiah has prepared the way for the “heart” of God’s revelation of 
the Servant Messiah, the fourth Servant Song (52:13-53:12). 

Isaiah 52:12 you shall not depart in haste
12  For you won't go out in haste, 

nor will you go in flight; 
for the LORD will go before you; 
and the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 
H i ll d th G d f ll th th “He is called the God of all the earth.“

A second group of nearly 1,800 people led by Ezra left in 
458 BC. 

God commanded them to depart because Babylon was a 
condemned city (Jer. 51:6, 45). 

In contrast to Israel's hasty departure from Egypt from the 
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y p gyp
pursuing Pharaoh, the departure from Babylon would be 
leisurely, in full sight of, and with the cooperation and 
goodwill of Cyrus, whom the LORD has previously called 
"my shepherd" (Isa. 44:28) and "anointed" (Isa. 45:1).

Isaiah 52:12   LORD shall go before you

12  For you won't go out in haste, 
nor will you go in flight; 
for the LORD will go before you; g y
and the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 
He is called the God of all the earth.“

A portrayal of Jehovah, marching at the head of His liberated 
and redeemed people and at the same time safeguarding 
their rear from enemy attack, (Isa. 58:8).
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their rear from enemy attack, (Isa. 58:8).

The Division of Isaiah 52:13-53:12
First Section: Isaiah 52:13-15

Jehovah introduces His faithful servant and announces that he 
will accomplish the divine purpose and shall in the future be 
highly exalted.

Second Section: Isaiah 53:1-3
The confession of penitent Israel

Third Section: Isaiah 53:4-6
The servant of Jehovah suffered for the sins of his people.

Fourth Section: Isaiah 53:7-9
Although without sin, the servant submitted himself to humiliation, 

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

124

suffering and death without opening his mouth.
Fifth Section: Isaiah 53:10-12

The servant's offering was God-ordained in order to bring 
forgiveness and redemption to many. Yet the servant shall rise 
from the dead, have a lasting following and rejoice in the results 
of his completed work.

2015-01-17    Page 31



of
 Is

ai
ah

1/17/2015Th
e 

B
oo

k 

32

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 is the heart of the second part of the 
book of Isaiah where the Messianic vision reaches its peak.

This section is a prelude to the prophecy of Isaiah 53, 
Jehovah Himself introduces His servant, the Messiah.

Jewish and Christian scholars have debated the question 
whether the prophet was speaking of himself or of Israel who 
suffers innocently for the nations of the world. 

The Ethiopian eunuch touched upon the heart of this
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The Ethiopian eunuch touched upon the heart of this 
question when he asked Philip, the early disciple of 
Christ: 

"I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this, 
of himself, or of some other man?" Acts 8:34.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

Ancient Jewish tradition has for many centuries seen in 
Isaiah 53 the portrait of the suffering servant of God, the 
Messiah, a view which still is held to this day by most 
Orthodox Jews.

However, at the end of the 11th century A. D., Jewish 
commentators began to assert that Isaiah had in mind 
Israel who suffers innocently for the sins of all nations.

On the other hand, Christians following Jewish tradition, 
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, g ,
have from the very beginning, maintained that Isaiah 53 is 
an amazing prophecy concerning Jesus, 

"the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the 
world" John 1:29.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

The Targum of Jonathan ben Uziel (2nd century A. D.), an Aramaic 
paraphrase of the Bible, renders Isaiah 52:13:

"Behold my servant Messiah shall prosper; he shall be high, and 
i d b di l t "increase and be exceedingly strong"

The Babylonian Talmud (Godified in the 6th century) also applies 
Isaiah's prophecy Messianically:

"The Messiah - what is his name?. . . The Rabbis say, 'the 
leprous one': Those of the house of Rabbi say, 'the sick one,' as 
it is said, 'surely he hath borne our sickness." San 981)

Midrash Rabbah referring to Ruth 2:14 explains:

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

127

Midrash Rabbah, referring to Ruth 2:14, explains:
"He is speaking of the King Messiah: 'Come hither draw near to 
the Throne; and eat the bread,' that is the bread of the kingdom: 
'and dip thy morsel in the vinegar.' This refers to his 
chastisements, as it is said, 'But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, bruised for our iniquities.”

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

In the Yalkut Shimoni, a later Midrash (a rabbinical 
commentary), it is written:

"Who art thou, O great mountain?" (Zech. 4:7). 
This refers to the King Messiah, 

"My servant shall be high and lifted up and lofty 
exceedingly." 

He is greater than the patriarchs. 
He will be higher than Abraham, 
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g
Lifted up above Moses, 
Loftier than the ministering angels. 

These are only a few of many rabbinical comments relating to 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12, which, with one accord, apply it to the 
Messiah.
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Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

After the end of the 1st Crusade in 1096 AD, when the 
Crusaders, in their misguided zeal, attempted to wrest the Holy 
Sepulcher from the Muslims they thought that the infidels wereSepulcher from the Muslims, they thought that the infidels were 

not only "the pagan Muslims" in far away Palestine, 
but also "the Christ-killing Jews" who were living in their 
very midst, in so-called Christian Europe. 

Encouraged by their fanatical leaders and frequently incited by 
high-ranking clerics, the Crusaders committed massacres of 
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the Jews, especially of those who lived in France, Italy and 
Germany. 

Thousands were butchered, their synagogues burned and 
their possessions pillaged.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

From that time on, their revulsion against everything that the 
Christians believed or represented, became more violent and 
h til th b fhostile than ever before.
Since the Christians in their frequent disputes with the Jews 
used Isaiah 53 as one of their main arguments for the 
Messiahship of Jesus, 

the Jews felt impelled to reinterpret this prophecy in such a 
way as to blunt the Christian argument. 
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Since that time the question of Isaiah 53 took on a heated 
polemical and emotional character.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

Since 1096 AD Jewish interpreters began to teach that 
Isaiah's suffering servant was not the Messiah but persecuted 
and suffering Israel, 

"who was led to the slaughter like a sheep and opened 
not his mouth" (Isa. 53:7).

In the light of the Crusaders' atrocities this interpretation took 
on the possibility of being true and began to find much favor 
among the majority of Jews 
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g j y
-- but not among all of them. 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

The original Messianic interpretation of Isaiah 53 persisted 
"We are shrunk up in our misery even until now!  Our rock hath 
not come to us; Messiah, our righteousness, hath turned from 

i d h i j if ! O i i i ius; we are in terror, and there is none to justify us!  Our iniquities 
and the yoke of our transgressions he will bear, for he was 
wounded for our transgressions: he will carry our sins upon his 
shoulder that we may find forgiveness for our iniquities, and by 
his stripes we are healed.  O eternal One, the time is come to 
make a new creation, from the vault of heaven bring him up, out 
of Seir draw him forth that he may make his voice heard to us in 
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Lebanon, a second time by the hand of Yinnon.“
Jewish liturgy for the Day of Atonement in a prayer 

attributed to Eliezer Ha-Kallir (8th Century A.D.)
The Jews of that era obviously believed that the Messiah had 
already come and were praying that He may come "a second time." 
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Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

Many of the ancient rabbis were aware of the seemingly divergent 
elements in the Messianic prophecies. 

One stream of thought spoke of the suffering Messiah, (Isa. g p g , (
50:5-7 and 53). 
The other described a triumphant Messiah who will subdue the 
rebellious nations and establish His kingdom (Psa. 2 and 110). 

To resolve this problem the rabbis have resorted to the theory of the 
two Messiahs, 

• The suffering one called Messiah ben Joseph (ben Ephriaim)
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• The suffering one, called Messiah ben Joseph (ben Ephriaim), 
who dies in battle against Edom (Armilius / Rome). 

• He is followed by the triumphant Messiah, Messiah ben David, 
who establishes His kingdom of righteousness after defeating 
the Gentile nations restoring the kingdom of Israel and 
establishes peace among the nations of the world.'

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

Another attempt to resolve the seeming contradiction of a 
suffering and triumphant Messiah is mentioned in Pesikta
Rabbathi. 

According to this the Messiah ben David suffers in every 
generation for the sins of each generation. 

Other rabbinical authorities sought to find a solution to this 
puzzle in various ingenious ways, which where not plausible to 
most Jewish people and were generally rejected.
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Some rabbinical authorities have postponed the solution of this 
to the coming of the prophet Elijah, the forerunner of the 
Messiah who will make all things clear.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

The chief representative of the non-Messianic, collective 
interpretation was the 11th century French Jewish scholar Rabbiinterpretation was the 11th century French Jewish scholar, Rabbi 
Shiomo Itzhaki (1040-1105), best known by his initials as Rashi. 

His views on Isaiah 53 were later supported by the famous 
commentators and scholars, Joseph Kimchi (1105-1170) and 
his son, David (1160-1235), and later by the renowned Jewish 
scholar and diplomat, Don Isaac Abarbanel of Spain (1437-
1508)
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1508).

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

Over time, the non-Messianic interpretation of Isaiah 53 
became practically an official dogma among most Jews. 

SStill, many learned rabbis have continued to strongly and 
forcefully  object to this interpretation as it does violence to 
the literal and obvious sense of Isaiah 53. 

The collective, national interpretation of Isaiah 53 remains the 
dominant one today among the majority of the Jews. 

Strangely many liberal Christian theologians have

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

136

Strangely, many liberal Christian theologians have 
supported the popular Jewish position, sometimes out of 
deference to their Jewish friends, or in line with their own 
liberal views, which had no place for a suffering Messiah, 
predicted by the prophets.
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Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

Jewish arguments against the Christian interpretation of Isaiah 
53 are generally based on a misinterpretation of the Christian 
doctrine of incarnation, the humanity and the deity of Christ. y y

They could not reconcile in their own minds and 
understanding

• the infinite majesty and omnipotence of the eternal God 
contrasted with 

• the physical limitations of Jesus while he was on earth 
in the form of a frail human being
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in the form of a frail human being.

Climbing Mount Everest   Isaiah 52:13-53:12
This passage is at the heart of chapters 49 - 57, 

Is at the heart of the gospel. 
It reveals Jesus Christ and takes us to Mount Calvary. 

I i h t b t i t i di id l t ilt tiIsaiah wrote about an innocent individual, not a guilty nation. 
He made it crystal clear that this individual died for the sins 
of the guilty so that the guilty might go free.

The Servant that Isaiah describes is the Messiah, 
In the New Testament this problem is solved by the doctrine
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In the New Testament this problem is solved by the doctrine 
concerning the first advent of the suffering Christ followed by 
His second triumphant coming, 

(Mt. 23:29, John 14:3, Acts 1:11, 1 Thes. 4:14-17, etc.).

Climbing Mount Everest   Isaiah 52:13-53:12
The New Testament affirms that this Servant-Messiah is 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God 

(Math 8:17; Mark 15:28; Luke 22:37; John 12:38; Acts 
8:27 - 40; 1 Peter 2:21 - 24)8:27 40; 1 Peter 2:21 24). 

Isaiah 53 is quoted or alluded to in the New Testament more 
frequently than any other Old Testament chapter. 

The fifteen verses that comprise the fourth Servant Song 
fall into five stanzas of three verses each, 

Each of these stanzas reveals an important truth about 
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p
the Servant and what He accomplished for us. 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

Some typical Jewish arguments against the divine nature of Christ are:

1. Behold my servant, 52:13.
If Christ is God, how can he also be called a servant?

2 He shall be exalted 52:132. He shall be exalted, 52:13.
How can it be said of God that He will be exalted (future tense)? 

Is not God always exalted?
3. Smitten of God and afflicted, 53:4. 

If Christ is God, how can he be smitten and afflicted of God?
4. And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all, 53:6. 

If the Lord has laid upon him the iniquity of us all, then 
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Jesus must be inferior to the LORD.
5. And he made his grave with the wicked, 53:9. 

How can God die and be buried?
6. And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand, 53:10. 

If Jesus is God, how can it be said of him, "the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand?”
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Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering of the Servant of the Lord and His Future Glory

These and many more objections completely ignore the basic 
New Testament view of the Incarnation:

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, whoLet this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who 
being God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, But 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men; And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross 
(Phil. 2:58).
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By ignoring the New Testament doctrine of the Incarnation, 
Jewish scholars have sought to make the Christian 

interpretation of Isaiah 53 and of other Messianic prophecies 
appear untenable or even nonsensical.

1. EXALTATION: THE SHOCKING SERVANT 
(52:13-15)

His people did not admire or desire the Servant (52:2 - 3), and 
yet when it was all over, He shocked and astonished kings! 

People were shocked by 
• His appearance (52:14), 

• His exaltation (v. 13), and 
• His message (v. 15). 
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We have here our Lord’s suffering and death, His resurrection 
and ascension, and the worldwide proclamation of the gospel. 

Isaiah 52:13 Jehovah introduces His servant
13 Behold my servant shall deal wisely,

He shall be lifted up, 
he shall be exalted and shall be very high.

13 Behold (Hebrew: hinneh or hen). 

This is the prophet's favorite exclamation when he draws attention 
to a matter of great importance.

Behold my servant

"Who is the servant?" Is it Israel or does the prophet see a God-
appointed individual who willingly takes upon himself the sins of his

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

143

appointed individual who willingly takes upon himself the sins of his 
people and dies for them in order to redeem them? 

This passage cannot be applied to Israel as a nation or to ideal 
Israel because the prophecy clearly refers to an individual, and 
because the portrait drawn by the prophet is incompatible with 
historical Israel, or with his opinion of this people.

Isaiah 52:13 Jehovah introduces His servant
13 Behold my servant shall deal wisely,

He shall be lifted up, 
he shall be exalted and shall be very high.

C I i h 53 ith th lif f J d th hCompare Isaiah 53 with the life of Jesus and the prophecy 
springs to life and takes on the reality of a historical 
personality. 

Both Israel and her Messiah were called to be God's 
servant, 

Israel failed to accomplish her divine mission; 
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The Messiah, the obedient servant of God, did 
accomplish the mission which the Father entrusted to 
Him.

The suffering servant of God personified that which Israel was 
intended to be: "a light to lighten the nations."
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Isaiah 52:13 Jehovah introduces His servant
13 Behold my servant shall deal wisely,

He shall be lifted up, 
he shall be exalted and shall be very high.

Shall deal wisely
The KJV translates this "shall prosper." 

The Hebrew verb "yaskir“ means "to act wisely or 
prudently." 

"To prosper" is the result of wise or prudent action.
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Isaiah 52:13 Jehovah introduces His servant
13 Behold my servant shall deal wisely,

He shall be lifted up, 
he shall be exalted and shall be very high.

He shall be lifted up. . . exalted and shall be very high
The three verbs are used to convey the absolute height to 
which the servant of God shall attain. 

It will be absolute and beyond any comparison.

The first two verbs, "lifted up and exalted," are the same 
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which Isaiah used about the LORD whom he saw sitting upon 
the throne "high and exalted" (Heb: ram ve-nissa Isa. 6:1)

Isaiah 53 (52:13)
“Holy of Holies of the Old Testament Prophecy”   

Isaiah 53 is so provocative that Ashkenazi Jews removed the 
chapter from their Bibles, however Sephardic Jews did not. 

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947, which 
included a copy of Isaiah with Chapter 53 included, 
created some controversy.

Written 700 B.C. Isaiah 53 is referred to in all four gospels 
(Mt 8:17; Mk 15:28; Lk 22:37; Jn 12:37 38)
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(Mt 8:17; Mk 15:28; Lk 22:37; Jn 12:37,38) 
and in Acts (Philip and the Ethiopian, 8:32- 35), Romans 
10:16; and 1 Pet 2:21-25.

Isaiah 53   (52:13)
“Holy of Holies of the Old Testament Prophecy” 

Actually starts at 52:13y
(chapter divisions were instituted 14-15th century).

Ps 22 - from the cross....the bones, thirst, piercing of 
the hands and feet, the humiliation, ridicule, casting of 
lots....first words and last words correspond with 
Jesus’ first and last words on the cross. 
Zech 12:10 - “whom they have pierced ”
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Zech 12:10 whom they have pierced.
Isa 53 - (to/before) the Cross.... The Lamb slain in our 
stead.
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Isaiah 53 (52:13) “Behold my servant.”
Isa 52:13  Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be 

high and lifted up and greatly exalted. 
Extolled = “lifted up” (Jn 3:14; Num 21:5-9)

made sin for us! (2 Cor 5:21).
The Servant suffered and died, but He did not remain dead. 

He was “exalted and extolled, and [made] very high.
The phrase deal prudently means “to be successful in 
one’s endeavor.” 

What looked to men like a h miliating defeat as in the e es
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What looked to men like a humiliating defeat was in the eyes 
of God a great victory Col. 2:15. 

“I have glorified thee on the earth,” 
“I have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do” (John 17:4). 

Startled at the Servant’s exaltation (v. 13).
(13) Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be high and 

lifted up and greatly exalted.

Jesus was not only raised from the dead, but 
• His body was glorified. 
• He ascended to heaven, where 
• He sat at the right hand of the Father. 
• He has all authority (Matt. 28:18) because 
• all things have been put under His feet (Eph. 1:20 - 23). 
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There is no one in the universe higher than Jesus. 
What an astonishment to those who esteemed Him the 

lowest of the low (see Phil. 2:1 - 11)! 

Isaiah 53 (52:14)     Astonishing

Isa 52:14  Just as many were astonished at you, My 
people, So His appearance was marred more than any 
man And His form more than the sons of men. 

Should read: 
“so marred from the form of man was his aspect 

that his appearance was not that of a son of 
man” (Isa 50:6).
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Startled at the Servant’s appearance (52:14).
(14) Just as many were astonished at you, My people, So 

His appearance was marred more than any man And 
His form more than the sons of men.  (NASB)

“They shall see My Servant beaten and bloodied, so ey s a see y Se a t beate a d b ood ed, so
disfigured one would scarcely know it was a person 

standing there” (TLB). 
“So disfigured did He look that He seemed no longer 

human” (JB). 
When you consider all that Jesus endured physically between 
the time of His arrest and His crucifixion it is no wonder He
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the time of His arrest and His crucifixion, it is no wonder He 
no longer looked like a man. 

Not only were His legal rights taken away from Him, 
including the right to a fair trial, but His human rights were 
taken from Him, so that He was not even treated like a 
person, let alone a Jewish citizen. 
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Startled at the Servant’s appearance (52:14).
When He was questioned before Annas, Jesus was slapped 
by an officer (John 18:22). 
At the hearing before Caiaphas, He was spat upon, slapped, 
and beaten on the head with fists (Matt. 26:67; Mark 14:65; a d beate o t e ead t sts ( att 6 6 ; a 65;
Luke 22:63). 
Pilate scourged Him (John 19:1; Matt 27:26; Mark 15:15), 

His soldiers beat Him (John 19:3). 

Scourging was so terrible that prisoners were known to die 
from the ordeal. 
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“I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame 
and spitting” (Isa. 50:6). 

And they were doing this to the very Son of God! 

Startled at the Servant’s appearance (52:14).

The graphic account of His suffering that is given in some 
sermons is not explicitly found in Scripture, except perhaps in 
Psalm 22. 

The gospel writers give us the facts but not the details. 

Suffice it to say that when the sinners were finished with 
the Savior, He did not look human, and people were so 
appalled they turned their faces away. 

What was done to Jesus should have been done to 
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at as do e to Jesus s ou d a e bee do e to
Barabbas - and to us.

Isaiah 52:14 Jehovah introduces His servant

14 Even as many were appalled at thee,
So marred was his figure beyond any man's 
And his form from that of the sons of men,

14 Even as many were appalled at thee
Jehovah addresses Himself directly to His servant in the 
pronoun of the second person as "thee." 

The word "appalled," (Hebrew: shamem), means 
"devastated“,  expressing deep, bewildered amazement, 
caused by the transformation of the once marred and
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caused by the transformation of the once marred and 
distorted (beyond human resemblance) visage of the 
servant, to the now exalted personage.

Isaiah 52:14 Jehovah introduces His servant

14 Even as many were appalled at thee,
So marred was his figure beyond any man's 
And his form from that of the sons of men,

So marred was his figure beyond any man's
This is a parenthetical sentence in which the prophet 
explains the reasons why so many were appalled at this 
appearance. 

We have here a glimpse into the depth of the intense 
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suffering of the Messiah, which transfigured His whole 
image beyond human semblance.
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Startled at the Servant’s message (52:15).
(15)  Thus He will sprinkle many nations, Kings will shut 
their mouths on account of Him; For what had not been 
told them they will see, And what they had not heard they 
will understand.
The people whose mouths dropped open with astonishment 
at His humiliation and exaltation will shut their mouths in guilt 
when they hear His proclamation. 

Paul interpreted this as the preaching of the gospel to the 
Gentile nations (Rom. 15:20 - 21). 

“Th t th b t d d ll th ld
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“That every mouth maybe stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God” (3:19). 

Our Lord’s sufferings and death were different, because they 
involved everybody in the world. 

Isaiah 52:15 Jehovah introduces His servant

15 So shall he sprinkle many nations,
Kings shall shut their mouths before him,
Because that which has not been told to them, they shall see,Because that which has not been told to them, they shall see, 
And that which they never heard, they shall comprehend.

15 So shall he sprinkle many nations

Isaiah compares the previous physical appearance of the servant, 
which was marred and distorted, to his exalted, high-priestly position 
of the one who cleanses many from the defilement of their sins. 
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Startled at the Servant’s message (52:15).
The gospel message is not “Christ died.
The gospel message is that “Christ died for our sins … and 
rose again” (1 Cor. 15:1-4). 

You and I are as guilty of Christ’s death as AnnasYou and I are as guilty of Christ s death as Annas, 
Caiaphas, Herod Antipas, and Pilate. 

This Man whom they condemned has declared that they are 
condemned unless they turn from sin and trust Him and Him 
alone.

You cannot rejoice in the good news of salvation until first 
you face the bad news of condemnation Jesus did not
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you face the bad news of condemnation. Jesus did not 
suffer and die because He was guilty, but because we 
were guilty. 

People when they realize this are astonished at this 
fact; it shuts their mouths. 

Startled at the Servant’s message (52:15).

Some Jewish interpreters translate "yazzeh," not as "sprinkle“
The word translated “sprinkle” in Isaiah can be translated 
“startle,” or refer to the veil in the Tabernacle 

M t lik l it f t th i l l i th tMost likely it refers to the ceremonial cleansing that was 
an important part of the Mosaic sacrificial system  

(Lv. 4:6; 14:1 - 7, 16; 16:14 - 15; Nu 8:7)
"sprinkle" is more suitable, because of the content and the 
other passages where this verb is also so translated

While the sprinkling of blood, water, and oil did not take away 
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p g y
sins, it did make the recipient ceremonially clean and accepted 
before God. 

Because of the sacrifice of Christ, we can tell all the nations 
that forgiveness and redemption are offered free to all who 
will receive Him (1 Peter. 1:1 - 2).
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Isaiah 52:15 Jehovah introduces His servant
15 So shall he sprinkle many nations,

Kings shall shut their mouths before him,
Because that which has not been told to them, they shall see, 
And that which they never heard, they shall comprehend.y y p

Kings shall shut their mouths before him
The convincing and convicting force of the Messiah's message shall 
be so great that the great among men will stand before Him in mute 
awe and reverence, 

What they will hear from His lips, was never heard before and the 
matchless life which they will see was never seen before. This is 
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elsewhere described in Isaiah:
Kings shall see and arise,
Princes they shall worship,

Because of Jehovah, who is faithful,
And the Holy One of Israel who has chosen thee (49:7).

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
OR GROUP DISCUSSION 

1. How did God’s people view the Messiah’s mission (see 
Isa. 49:5 - 6a)? 

2. How did God expand His people’s understanding of the o d d God e pa d s peop e s u de sta d g o t e
mission? (See Isa. 49:6b.) How might His people have felt 
about this expansion?

3. How will God use His people to accomplish His mission 
(see Isa. 49:8 - 13)? 

4. If you had received the message of Isaiah 49:1 - 50:3 as 
an exile in Babylon what comfort from this passage would
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an exile in Babylon, what comfort from this passage would 
you have underlined in your scroll? 

5. ‘Why do you think the Jews originally failed to accomplish 
their God-given mission to be light for the Gentiles? 

Can we blame them?   Explain. 

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
OR GROUP DISCUSSION 

6. Read Ephesians 2:11 - 22 and Romans 15:8 - 21. 
How did Christ bring the Gentiles near? 

7 What do you think caused “the wall” between the Jews and7. What do you think caused the wall  between the Jews and 
Gentiles (see Eph. 2:14)? 

8. As a Gentile hearing this news from Paul, how do you think 
you would have responded? 

9. How does the Messiah’s relationship to the Father 
demonstrate a servant’s attitude 

of mind (Isa 50:4)
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of mind (Isa. 50:4), 
of will (Isa. 50:5), and 
of body (Isa. 50:6)? 

10. In order to become a model disciple in mind, will, and body, 
what goals reflecting servant attitude and activities would you 
set for yourself?

Isaiah 53:1-3
1 Who would have believed (the nations will say) what 
we see, had it been related to them? 

And look upon what a vile nation the arm of the Lord 
has manifested itselfhas manifested itself

2 He came up miraculously as a branch and a root out of 
a dry ground, 

for he had no form nor comeliness: 
we saw him, but so hideous, 
that it did not seem to us an appearance, for which we 
should envy him.
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y
3 He was despised and rejected from the society of men, 

a man of sorrows, accustomed to suffer troubles; 
we hid our faces from him, 
he was despised and unesteemed among us.
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Isaiah 53:1-12
Repeatedly, the prophet refers to the servant of Jehovah in 
the singular: "he," "him," "his" or "thee." 

The prophet's portrait of the servant is utterly 
irreconcilable with Isaiah's frequently expressed scathing 
opinions about Israel.

Israel is castigated as a blind and disobedient servant (Isa. 
24:18-20) who refuses to obey the Law (42:24), 
The servant of the Lord as a person is presented as humble 
and silent under extreme suffering and torture (53:7). 

Th J i h l h l l dl t t d i t
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The Jewish people have always loudly protested against 
their tormentors. Whatever the virtues of Israel may be, 
silence under suffering was never one of them.

Isaiah 53:1-12
Because of the striking parallel between the suffering Messiah 
of this amazing prophecy and its remarkable fulfillment in the 
person of Jesus, Isaiah 53 has been excluded from the 
Sabbath readings of the Prophets in the synagogue, known as 
the Haftorah. 

Some have called Isaiah 53 "the secret chapter," or "the 
guilty conscience of the synagogue."
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Isaiah 53:1-12
This prophecy was delivered by Isaiah at the divine 
command for the purpose of making known to us something 
about the nature of the future Messiah, 

Th M i h h i t d d li I l i dThe Messiah who is to come and deliver Israel in order 
that if any one should arise claiming to be himself the 
Messiah, we may reflect and look to see whether we can 
observe in him any resemblance to the traits described 
here: 

if there is a resemblance, then we may believe that he 
i th M i h O Ri ht
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is the Messiah Our Righteousness; 
but if not, we cannot do so."

Isaiah 53:1 
The confession of a penitent people

1 Who has believed the message which we have heard? 
And the arm of the LORD, to whom was it revealed?

1 Who has believed the message which we have heard?g
Who it is that asks the above question.

The majority of modern Jewish and some non-Jewish 
interpreters put the question in the mouth of the Gentile 
nations who in the last days will see the exaltation of the 
once despised Jews.

This is inconsistent with the prophet's views about his
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This is inconsistent with the prophet s views about his 
people and with the language of his prophecy.

Repeatedly the prophet denounced his people for being 
deaf and blind to the will of their God (42:19-20, 43:24).

Rom 10:16; Jn 12:38.
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HUMILIATION: THE SORROW1NG SERVANT
Isaiah 53 describes 

• the life and ministry of Jesus Christ (vv. 1 - 4), 
• His death (vv. 5 - 8) 
• and burial (v. 9), 

d Hi ti d lt ti ( 10 12)• and His resurrection and exaltation (vv. 10 - 12). 
The theme that ties the chapter together is that the innocent Servant 
died in the place of the guilty.   Jesus took the place of guilty sinners 
and paid the price for their salvation. 
Contrast “the arm of the Lord,” which speaks of mighty power, 

and “a root out of a dry ground,” which is an image of humiliation 
and weakness
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and weakness. 
When God made the universe, He used His fingers (Ps. 8:3), 
He delivered Israel from Egypt by His strong hand (Ex. 13:3). 

But to save lost sinners, He had to bare His mighty arm! 
Yet people still refuse to believe this great demonstration of God’s 
power (Rom. 1:16; John 12:37 - 40). 

Isaiah 53:1 
The confession of a penitent people

1 Who has believed the message which we have heard? 
And the arm of the LORD, to whom was it revealed?

According to the prophet, they do not deserve the name 
Israel, and their allegiance to Jehovah is insincere (48:1). 
He characterizes his nation as "an obstinate people with a 
neck like an iron sinew and their forehead is like brass" (48:4).

The whole history and national character of Israel is 
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y
completely out of harmony with the prophet's portrait of God's 

obedient servant who takes upon himself the sins of his 
people to redeem all men. 

Isaiah 53:1 
The confession of a penitent people

1 Who has believed the message which we have heard? 
And the arm of the LORD, to whom was it revealed?

In view of all this, the only reasonable answer to the question, 
"who has believed in the message which we have heard?“ is 
that it is asked 

by repentant Israel or 
by their godly remnant when they will finally recognize 
their past rebellion against God and against His 
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their past rebellion against God and against His 
servant, the Messiah. 

In reality the sense of the question is a self-accusation by 
the people that so few of them have believed.

Isaiah 53:1 
The confession of a penitent people

1 Who has believed the message which we have heard? 
And the arm of the LORD, to whom was it revealed?

The word, "our report" in Hebrew "shmuatenu," literally "that 
hi h h h d " " "which we have heard," or "our message." 

This refers to the cumulative witness of the prophets who for many 
generations prophesied about the coming of the divinely appointed 
Savior who would deliver His people from their sins.
Israel is not the innocent sufferer for the redemption of the nations, 
but is herself the object of salvation by the servant of God. 

A t t f fit thi Ch t t I l l

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

172

As soon as we try to force fit this Chapter to Israel as a people, 
it’s the comparisons fall apart. 
This chapter compels us to reflect upon the life and destiny of 
Jesus in the light of the New Testament. 
As soon as we try to force it to fit Israel as a people, the 
comparison falls apart.
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Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 For he grew up like a tender plant before him,
And as a root out of a dry ground,
He had no form nor beauty,y
And when we looked at him, 
there was no attractive appearance, 
That we should desire him.

2 For he grew up like a tender plant before him
The prophet points to the unostentatious and humble 
beginning of the servant, who was like a tender plant
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beginning of the servant, who was like a tender plant 
bursting forth from the dry ground. 

The Hebrew word for "root" is "yonek," a suckling; or 
horticulturally speaking, "a twig" or "a stalk."

Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 For he grew up like a tender plant before him,
And as a root out of a dry ground,
He had no form nor beautyHe had no form nor beauty,
And when we looked at him, 
there was no attractive appearance, 
That we should desire him.

“Tender” = “fresh sprout.” Used as “only” in Gen 22.
“Plant” = sapling (Jn 8:16; 14:7; 15:30; Ps 80:12; Ezek 
17:22; Hos 14:6)
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17:22; Hos 14:6).
“Root” - root of a family tree - 11:10; Rev 5:5; Jn 15:1-6.

No form nor majesty (to the eye). 
Only physical description we have of Jesus!

Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 For he grew up like a tender plant before him,
And as a root out of a dry ground,
He had no form nor beauty,
And when we looked at himAnd when we looked at him, 
there was no attractive appearance, 
That we should desire him.

In 11:1 There shall come forth a shoot
From the root stock of Jesse,
And a twig out of his roots shall bear fruit.

In the prophetic writings the Messiah is often called a root or
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In the prophetic writings the Messiah is often called a root or 
branch. 

This is a reference to his Davidic descent (Isa. 11:10).

The connection between the Messiah proclaimed in the first part of 
Isaiah and the suffering servant of God in the second part is 
strongly suggested.

HUMILIATION: THE SORROW1NG SERVANT 
(53:1 - 3) 

The Servant is God, and yet He becomes human and grows up! 
The Child is born - that is His humanity; the Son is given - that is 
His deity (Isa. 9:6). y ( )
In writing about Israel’s future, Isaiah has already used the image 
of a tree: 
• The Messiah is the Branch of the Lord (4:2); 
• the remnant is like the stumps of trees chopped down (6:13); 
• the proud nations will be hewn down like trees, 

b t t f D id’ i l d d t th “ d f J ” ill
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• but out of David’s seemingly dead stump, the “rod of Jesse” will 
come (10:33 - 11:1). 

Because Jesus Christ is God, He is the “root of David,” 
but because He is man, He is the “offspring of David” (Rev. 
22:16). 
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Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 For he grew up like a tender plant before him,
And as a root out of a dry ground, ….

out of a dry ground Hebrew, "me-eretz tziah." 
Under Herod the Davidic dynasty became all but extinct. 

The attrition of time, and finally the murderous jealously of 
Herod, so called "the Great," have done their worst, almost 
wiping out all known or potential claimants to the throne of 
David. 
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In this sense "the root of Jesse" vegetated and finally sprung 
up in "dry ground.”

HUMILIATION: THE SORROW1NG SERVANT 
(53:1 - 3) 

Israel was not a paradise when Jesus was born; politically and 
spiritually, 

it was a wilderness of dry groundit was a wilderness of dry ground. 
He did not come as a great tree but as a “tender plant.” 

He was born in poverty in Bethlehem and grew up in a carpenter’s 
shop in despised Nazareth (John 1:43 - 46). 

Because of His words and works, Jesus attracted great crowds, 
but nothing about His physical appearance made Him different 
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from any other Jewish man. 
While few people deliberately try to be unattractive, modern 
society has made a religion out physical beauty. 

It is good to remember that Jesus succeeded without it. 

Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 For he grew up like a tender plant before him,
And as a root out of a dry ground, ….

Spiritually speaking Israel in the first century before Christ andSpiritually speaking, Israel in the first century before Christ and 
long after became "a dry land." 

No longer were there the prophets to proclaim to Israel the 
will and the Word of Jehovah. 

It was the age of the great pharisaic scholars, legislators 
and interpreters of the Law of Moses according to their 
own human understanding
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own human understanding. 
It was the age of Jewish scholasticism, acute, 
occasionally even brilliant, but spiritually not very creative. 
It was an age somewhat reminiscent of the later medieval 
scholasticism of the Church.

Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 For he grew up like a tender plant before him,
And as a root out of a dry ground, ….

"Eretz tziah" - a dry land - may have originally suggested 
the name Zion, which means "a dry hill or place." 

This would point to the fact that the grandeur of Zion and 
all that it represents was not inherent in the land itself, 
which was dry and barren, but came from God who has 
h Zi Hi h bit ti
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chosen Zion as His habitation.
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Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 ….And when we looked at him, 
there was no attractive appearance, 
That we should desire himThat we should desire him.

… there was no attractive appearance ….

There was nothing in the outward circumstances of the 
servant's advent to make him attractive to his people or to 
the world. 

There as no pomp or circ mstance no earthl
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There was no pomp or circumstance, no earthly 
splendor, usually attendant upon the arrival of earthly 
prince-lings, nothing to excite the imagination of his 
countrymen or of the world. 

Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 ….And when we looked at him, 
there was no attractive appearance, 
That we should desire him.

… there was no attractive appearance ….

Israel's vision of the Messiah was focused on his majestic 
appearance as king and conqueror, who will subdue the 

enemies of Israel, impose his peace upon the nations and 
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establish his and Israel's glorious kingdom. 

Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 ….And when we looked at him, 
there was no attractive appearance, 
That we should desire him.

… there was no attractive appearance ….

Foremost in the minds of the Jewish people were those passages of 
the Scripture which predicted divine judgment and the downfall of the 
Gentiles and the establishment of a kingdom where:

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
A d th lf d th li h ll li d t th
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And the calf and the young lion shall lie down together, 
They shall no longer hurt nor destroy in my holy mountain. 
For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God
As the waters cover the sea.
And the root of Jesse shall stand for a standard for the 
nations. (Isa. 11:5, 10; 85:22-25)

Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 ….And when we looked at him, 
there was no attractive appearance, 
That we should desire him.

These ideas have always exercised an enormous 
fascination for the Jewish people, even to the present time. 
It was Israel's "vision splendid," which she transmitted to all 
mankind. 

However there was scant recognition of the fact that 
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before this Messianic kingdom could become a reality, 
the Messiah must first suffer, die and rise again from the 
dead. 

This aspect of the Messianic mission hardly 
registered on the national consciousness of Israel. 
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Isaiah 53:2 
The confession of a penitent people

2 ….And when we looked at him, 
there was no attractive appearance, 
That we should desire him.

Israel never understood the fact that the mission of the MessiahIsrael never understood the fact that the mission of the Messiah 
was to bring His people and the nations to repentance and to faith 
in Him as the divinely appointed Redeemer.
The risen Christ on the way to Emmaus chided the two disciples:

O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken. Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, 
and to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and the 
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prophets, he expounded the scriptures, the things concerning 
himself   (Lk. 24:25-27).

A Messiah without earthly splendor, humble and humiliated, who is 
tormented and dies upon a shameful cross as a vicarious and 

voluntary sacrifice for the redemption of Israel and mankind, has 
always been and still remains offensive to Jewish thinking.

Tabernacle   (Portable sanctuary)

Every aspects speaks of Jesus Christ:
• One gate - one door - “I am the door.”
• Brazen altar - alter of sacrifice - Cross.Brazen altar alter of sacrifice Cross.
• Brazen laver- Eph 4 - Word of God. “I am the living 

water.”
• Menorah - “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” “I am the 

Light of the world.”
• Shewbread - “I am the Bread of life.”
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• Altar of incense - Jesus’ role today as intercessor for our 
prayers.

• Planks of acacia wood wrapped in gold - humanity and 
deity rests on silver sockets (silver linked to blood).

Tabernacle   (Portable sanctuary)

Four covering layers:
1) Linen (blue - Levitical, purple - royal, scarlet -death) - Ex 26:1
2) Goat’s hair - sin bearer - Lev 16:19-22 - scapegoat.
3) Ram’s skins dyed red - Gen 3:21; 22:13 (shedding of innocent 

blood they would be covered).
4) Badger (porpoise) skins - Ex 16:10 - shoes made out of during 

wilderness wanderings (Deut 8:4; 29:5; Neh 9:21) shoes did 
not wear out for 40 years!
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Outer Court - Body
Place of Fellowship - Soul

Holy of Holies - Spirit

HUMILIATION: THE SORROW1NG SERVANT 
(Isaiah 53:1 - 3) 

Once they understood what He demanded of them, how did most 
people treat the Servant? 

The way they treated any other slave:The way they treated any other slave: 
They despised Him, put a cheap price on Him (thirty pieces 
of silver), and “looked the other way when He went by” 
(Isa. 53:3 TLB). 

They were ashamed of Him because He did not represent the 
things that were important to them: 

• things like wealth (Luke 16:14)
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• things like wealth (Luke 16:14), 
• social prestige (14:7 - 14; 15:12), 
• reputation (18:9 - 14), 
• being served by others (22:24 - 27), and 
• pampering yourself (Matt. 16:21 - 28). 

He is rejected today for the same reasons. 
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Isaiah 53:3 
The confession of a penitent people

3 He was despised and shunned by men,
A man of afflictions and acquainted with suffering, 
He was as one from whom men hide their face, 
He was despised and we esteemed him notHe was despised and we esteemed him not.

3 He was despised and shunned by men
The prophet by inspiration and also from his own knowledge of his 
people foresaw all this. 

The Hebrew word for "men" is "ishim," the poetic form for the 
regular "anashim," a reference not to the ordinary rank and file 
men but to men of stature
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men, but to men of stature. 
Men of stature shunned him. 

The very fact of His humble origin and of His dwelling in Nazareth, an 
obscure town in Galilee, not even mentioned in rabbinical literature, 

outside the New Testament, was in the eyes of His contemporaries an 
almost insurmountable obstacle (John 1:46, 7:41).

Isaiah 53:3 
The confession of a penitent people

3 He was despised and shunned by men,
A man of afflictions and acquainted with suffering, 
He was as one from whom men hide their face, 
He was despised and we esteemed him not.

A man of afflictions and acquainted with suffering

We translated the Hebrew word "machoboth" as 
"afflictions," which is nearer to the original than the KJV's 
"grief." 
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"The afflictions" could be either physical or spiritual.

Isaiah 53:3 
The confession of a penitent people

3 He was despised and shunned by men,
A man of afflictions and acquainted with suffering, …

A man of afflictions and acquainted with sufferingq g
Jesus identified Himself with His people. 
He was afflicted in their afflictions, and felt all the maladies of 
His people with a keen personal sensitivity, even as Isaiah did 
centuries before:

From the sole of the foot even to the head,
There is not a sound spot
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There is not a sound spot,
Only wounds and bruises and running sores,
Which have not been pressed out nor bound up,
Nor softened with oil (Isa. 1:6).

The servant came to suffer with and for His people and 
to lay down His life for them.

Isaiah 53:3 
The confession of a penitent people

3 … He was as one from whom men hide their face, 
He was despised and we esteemed him not.

In all the history of Israel no other was more intensely hated 
and despised than the person of the servant of God. 

For hundreds of years, His name was not even 
mentioned among Jews except by such derogatory code 
names as "that man" or "the hanged one." 
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names as that man  or the hanged one.  

The words "he was despised" are repeated twice in this 
sentence to emphasize its intensity. 
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Isaiah 53:3 
The confession of a penitent people

3 … He was as one from whom men hide their face, 
He was despised and we esteemed him not.

The Hebrew name of Jesus, "Yeshua" (Savior), has beenThe Hebrew name of Jesus, Yeshua  (Savior), has been 
deliberately distorted into "Yeshu," 

Modern Hebrew dictionaries and official documents still 
spell the name Jesus as "Yeshu" instead of the correct 
"Yeshua".

The initial letters of which were supposed to spell out in 
an acronym a Hebrew sentence which means "Let his
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an acronym a Hebrew sentence which means, Let his 
name and his memory be blotted out." 

This aversion to him has increased with the passing of time. 
However with the growing social, moral and religious 
ferment among the Jewish people, this attitude is gradually 
changing to a more positive stance.

Isaiah 53:4-6
4 But now we see that the sickness and troubles which 

we ought in reason to have suffered, 
he suffered and endured, 
and we thought that he was justly smitten by God and g j y y
afflicted.

5 Whereas he suffered the sicknesses and sufferings 
which we deserved for our sins; 
he bore the chastisement which our peace and felicity 
deserved;
but his troubles appear to have been the cure of 
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ourselves.
6 All we like sheep went astray: 

we followed every one his own sect, 
and so the Lord seems to have transferred on him 
the punishment of us all.

EXPIATION: THE SMITTEN SERVANT (53:4-6)

This is the heart of the passage, and the heart of the gospel 
message: 

the innocent Servant dying as the sacrifice for sin. 
This message was at the heart of Israel’s religious system 
innocent animal sacrifice dying for the guilty sinner (Lev. 16). 

Jesus bore our sins on the cross (1 Peter 2:24), but He also 
identified with the consequences of Adam’s sin when He 
ministered to needy people
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ministered to needy people. 

Isaiah 53:4
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

4 And yet he surely did bear our diseases
And our afflictions he did carry.
But we considered him stricken,,
Smitten of God and afflicted.

And yet he surely did bear our diseases   Mt 8:17; 1 Pet 2:24.
Repentant Israel continues its great confession as they look upon 
God's servant, their once despised Messiah. 

They acknowledge that He did not suffer for His own sins, but 
that He carried upon His shoulders the burden of their sins and
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that He carried upon His shoulders the burden of their sins and 
the pain of their transgressions. 

His suffering was expiatory and vicarious in nature. 
The word, "nasa" to "bear," in this sentence is also used in 
connection with the sacrifices of expiation (Lev. 5:1, 17; 16:22, 
20:19, 20).
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Isaiah 53:4
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

4 And yet he surely did bear our diseases
And our afflictions he did carry.
But we considered him stricken,
Smitten of God and afflicted.

But we considered him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted
12x pronouns: vicarious sufferings (Mt 20:28; Jn 11:50-52; Rom 3:25; 5:6-

8; 8:3; 2 Cor 5:18-21; 8:9; Gal 3:13; Eph 1:7; 1 Pet 2:24).
The three expressions: 

• "stricken" (Hebrew "nagua") refers to a loathsome disease such as 
leprosy; 
" itt f G d" di i t ib ti f h i i d
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• "smitten of God" a divine retribution for a heinous sin, and 
• "afflicted" as one might be afflicted by the punishment for a crime

all these describe the terrible consequences of sin. 
The Talmud calls Jesus a transgressor, 

The renowned 12th century scholar, Maimonides, states that Jesus 
deserved the violent death which he suffered.

EXPIATION: THE SMITTEN SERVANT (53:4)

Matthew 8:14-17 applies Isaiah 53:4 to our Lord’s healing 
ministry and not to His atoning deathministry and not to His atoning death. 

Every blessing we have in the Christian life comes because 
of the cross, but this verse does not teach that there is 
“healing in the atonement” and that every believer therefore 
has the “right” to be healed. 

The prophecy was fulfilled during our Lord’s life, not His death. 
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Isaiah 53:5
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

The emphasis in verses 4 - 6 is on the plural pronouns: 
our griefs and sorrows, g
our iniquities, 
our transgressions. 

We have gone astray, we have turned to our own way. 
He did not die because of anything He had done, but 
because of what we had done. 

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

199

Isaiah 53:5
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions
He was crushed for our iniquities,
The chastisement which secured our peace was upon him, 
And by his stripes healing has come to us.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions
"But he" is the emphatic assertion that the real cause of His suffering 
was not, as Israel falsely assumed, for His own sins, but for the 
transgressions of His people. 
The word "wounded," "mecholar literally means "he was pierced." 
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Only an inspired prophet could use a word which so literally 
corresponds to that which actually happened to the righteous 
servant of God, the Messiah Jesus. 

"Wounded (or pierced) for our transgressions and crushed for our 
iniquities" expresses fully the vicarious character of the suffering of 
the servant of God - the innocent for the guilty.
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Isaiah 53:5
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

He was “wounded,” which means “pierced through.” 
His hands and feet were pierced by nails (Ps. 22:16; Luke 
24:39 - 40) )
His side by a spear (John 19:31 - 37; Zech. 12:10; Rev. 1:7). 

He was crucified, which was not a Jewish form of execution (John 
12:32 - 33; 18:31 - 32). 

Capital punishment to the Jews meant stoning (Lev. 24:14; 
Num. 15:35 - 36). 

If they wanted to further humiliate the victim they could
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If they wanted to further humiliate the victim, they could 
publicly expose the corpse (Deut. 21:22 - 23), 

a practice that Peter related to the crucifixion (Acts 
5:30; 10:39; 1 Peter 2:24). 

Isaiah 53:5
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions
He was crushed for our iniquities,
The chastisement which secured our peace was upon him, 
And by his stripes healing has come to us.y p g

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions
The whole sacrificial system symbolized substitution of the innocent for the 
guilty. 

But, no sacrificial animal, however perfect, could by itself make 
atonement for sin. 

Sacrifice was merely symbolic and pointed to the fact that the sinner 
d d t di d th t it th t f G d h l t il t k
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deserved to die and that it was the servant of God, who voluntarily took upon 
himself the sins of all men. 

John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as "the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sins of the world" (John 1:29).

Sin brings in its wake suffering and death, not only upon the sinner, but 
frequently also upon the innocent, just as the voluntary sacrifice of an 
"innocent" person may bring healing and salvation to the guilty.

Isaiah 53:5
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

On the cross, Jesus Christ was “bruised,” which means “crushed 
under the weight of a burden.” 

What was the burden? 
“The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6; see 
v. 12; 1:4). 

Sin is indeed a burden that grows heavier the longer we resist 
God (Ps. 38:4). 
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EXPIATION: THE SMITTEN SERVANT (53:4-6)
He was “chastised” and given many “stripes,” and yet that 
punishment brought us peace and healing. 

The only way a lawbreaker can be at peace with the law is to 
suffer the punishment that the law demandssuffer the punishment that the law demands. 
Jesus kept the law perfectly, yet He suffered the whipping that 
belonged to us. 

Because He took our place, we now have peace with God 
and cannot be condemned by God’s law (Rom. 5:1; 8:1). 

The “healing” in Isaiah refers to the forgiveness of sins, not the 
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healing of the body (1 Peter 2:24; Ps. 103:3). 
Sin is not only like a burden, but it is also like a sickness that 
only God can cure (Isa. 1:4 - 6; Jer. 30:12; Nah. 3:19). 
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EXPIATION: THE SMITTEN SERVANT (53:4-6)
Sin is serious. 
The prophet calls it transgression, 

which means rebellion against God, daring to cross the line that 
God has drawn (Isa 53:5 8)God has drawn (Isa. 53:5, 8). 

He also calls it iniquity, 
which refers to the crookedness of our sinful nature (vv. 5-6). 

In other words, we are sinners by choice and by nature. 
Like sheep, we are born with a nature that prompts us to go 
astray and like sheep we foolishly decide to go our own way. 

B t b hild f th (E h 2 3)
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By nature we are born children of wrath (Eph. 2:3) 
By choice we become children of disobedience (2:2). 

Under the law of Moses, the sheep died for the shepherd; 
Under grace, the Good Shepherd died for the sheep (John 10:1-
18). 

Isaiah 53:5
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions
He was crushed for our iniquities,
The chastisement which secured our peace was upon him, 
And by his stripes healing has come to us.

The chastisement which secured our peace was upon him
“Chastisement of our peace” - Eph 2:15-17; Col 1:20. 

"Musar shky,nenu" the "chastisement which secured peace." 
Forgiveness, to be real, must be obtained at a price. 

A righteous God, in order to forgive sinners, must base it on moral 
ground. 
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g
Otherwise forgiveness would be morally objectionable and spiritually 
meaningless, as there would be no difference between righteousness 
and wickedness. 

But God is not only merciful but also righteous. 
And so the righteous servant of God took upon Himself the 
chastisement or the punishment which secures our peace.

Isaiah 53:5
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant

5 … And by his stripes healing has come to us.

“Stripes” - 1 Pet 2:24.

"By his stripes" - by the vicarious suffering of the servant, we may 
secure peace - shalom - complete reconciliation with God, 
harmony within our souls, and peace with men. 

Healing in this context is primarily the healing of the soul from the 
sickness of sin. 

Yet in addition to the spiritual healing, physical and emotional healing 
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may also be included. 
It is recognized that physical ailments frequently have an 
emotional and psychic background. 

The servant who brings to sinful man peace with God and healing to 
his soul also brings healing from a multitude of diseases.

Isaiah 53:6
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant
6 All we have gone astray like sheep,

Every one of us turned to his own way, 
But the LORD caused to fall on himBut the LORD caused to fall on him 
The iniquity of us all.

6 All we have gone astray like sheep
"All we" - "kullanu" - is an emphatic assertion 

All men, without exception, have an innate bent to stray or 
wander away from the path of righteousness. 
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Straying is characteristic of sheep.

“All...all.” 2 Cor 5:21.
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Isaiah 53:6
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant
6 All we have gone astray like sheep,

Every one of us turned to his own way, 
But the LORD caused to fall on himBut the LORD caused to fall on him 
The iniquity of us all.

Every one of us turned to his own way
The emphasis is here upon "his own way" - not God's way. 
Sheep are not accountable for wandering off and becoming 
lost, because they have no understanding or judgment. 
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But when men who are endowed with a God-given mind and 
with a conscience yet behave like sheep, they cannot be held 
blameless. 

They are committing sin.

Isaiah 53:6
The vicarious suffering of Jehovah's servant
6 All we have gone astray like sheep,

Every one of us turned to his own way, 
But the LORD caused to fall on himBut the LORD caused to fall on him 
The iniquity of us all.

But the LORD caused to fall on hint the iniquity of us all

Even though men are, by their own nature, inclined to 
wander off like sheep into their own ways, 
Even though this may lead them to destruction
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Even though this may lead them to destruction. 
God in His mercy has appointed His righteous servant, 
the Good Shepherd, to guide them to the path of life.

Isaiah 53:7-9
7 He was oppressed and afflicted: 

he was taken by us as a lamb to the slaughter 
and as a sheep before its shearers, 
depriving him of life and property: p g p p y
and he was dumb and opened not his mouth.

8 From prison and these torments he is now delivered: 
and who would have thought of this his happy age
when he was banished from the holy land? 
Through the wickedness of my people (each nation will 
say) this blow came upon them.
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9 He was buried with malefactors, 
and suffered various torments with the rich, 
without having committed crime 
or used deceit with his mouth.

Isaiah 53:7
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

7 He was tormented and he submitted himself, 
And opened not his mouth.
As a lamb which is led to the slaughter,
And as a ewe sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
So he also opened not his mouth.

7 He was tormented and he submitted himself
Our translation differs from the KJV which reads: 

"He was oppressed and he was afflicted."
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He was oppressed and he was afflicted.  
The whole sense of this sentence is the voluntary, humble 
and quiet submission of the ill-treated servant of God to 
his tormentors.
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RESIGNATION: THE SILENT SERVANT (53:7)

A servant is not permitted to talk back; 
he or she must submit to the will of the master or mistress. 

Jesus Christ was silent before those who accused Him as well as 
those who afflicted Him. 
He was silent before 

• Caiaphas (Matt. 26:62 - 63), 
• the chief priests and elders (27:12), 
• Pilate (27:14; John 19:9) and 
• Herod Antipas (Luke 23:9)
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• Herod Antipas (Luke 23:9). 
• He did not speak when the soldiers mocked Him and beat 

Him (1 Peter 2:21 - 23). 
This is what impressed the Ethiopian treasurer as he read this 
passage in Isaiah (Acts 8:26 - 40). 

Isaiah 53:7
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant
7 He was tormented and he submitted himself, 

And opened not his mouth.
As a lamb which is led to the slaughterAs a lamb which is led to the slaughter,
And as a ewe sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
So he also opened not his mouth.

7 And opened not his mouth

This prediction is in harmony with the story of the trial of Jesus 
and His silence before His accusers (Mt 26:62-63 27:12)
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and His silence before His accusers (Mt. 26:62-63, 27:12).

Opened not his mouth (Ps 38:13, 14; 39:2,9).

Isaiah 53:7
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

7 … As a lamb which is led to the slaughter,
And as a ewe sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
S h l d t hi thSo he also opened not his mouth.

As a lamb which is led to the slaughter

Brought as the Lamb (Jn 1:29).

The references in the New Testament to Jesus as the Lamb 
of God have their roots in the story of the Passover lamb
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of God have their roots in the story of the Passover lamb, 
and the sprinkling of its blood on the door posts of the 
Israelite households in Egypt (Ex. 12:3, 4, 7). 

It is also a reference to the lamb-like submission of the 
Messiah to His tormentors and to His sacrifice.

Isaiah 53:7
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

7 … As a lamb which is led to the slaughter,
And as a ewe sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
So he also opened not his mouth.

A l b hi h i l d t th l htAs a lamb which is led to the slaughter

This kind of submissive behavior can in no way be attributed to Israel 
as a nation. 

Suffering in silence and submission to her tormentors is not one of 
Israel’s attributes. 

Whenever the Jews were able, they resisted with all their might.
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When they were unable to do this, they protested vigorously and 
vociferously against their oppressors. 

They never considered suffering in silence as a virtue. 
This was an understandable and natural reaction on the part of the 
Jews, but is completely at odds with the description in Isaiah 53 of 
the behavior of the servant of God.
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Isaiah 53:7
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

The Servant is compared to a lamb (Isa. 53:7), 
one of the frequent symbols of the Savior in Scripture. 

A lamb died for each Jewish household at Passover (Ex. 12:1-13) 
The Servant died for His people, the nation of Israel (Isa. 53:8). 

Jesus is “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29 NKJV), 

Twenty-eight times in the book of Revelation, Jesus Christ is
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Twenty eight times in the book of Revelation, Jesus Christ is 
referred to as the Lamb. 

Isaiah 53:8
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

8 From prison and from judgment he was removed, 
Yet who of his generation pondered this?
That he was cut off from the land of the living,
For the transgression of my people the stroke fell upon 
him.

8 He was removed from prison and from judgment

"From prison" Hebrew "me-otzer" literally a place of restraint 
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or prison. 
The accuracy of the prophecy in so many details when we 
compare them with the events described in the Gospels in 
connection with the passion of Jesus is flawless.

Isaiah 53:8
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant
8 From prison and from judgment he was removed, 

Yet who of his generation pondered this?
That he was cut off from the land of the living,That he was cut off from the land of the living,
For the transgression of my people the stroke fell upon him.

8 Yet who of his generation pondered this?
Little thought was given to the importance of the death of Jesus by 
His contemporaries.   Life went on as before. 

Only some of His disciples and a number of His other followers 
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believed in His subsequent resurrection. 
Yet the coming of Jesus, His death and resurrection, was the most 
important event in the history of mankind. 
Since then, world history has been divided into two epochs, 

BC - before Christ and 
AD - Anno Domini - the year of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 53:8
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

8 From prison and from judgment he was removed, 
Yet who of his generation pondered this?
That he was cut off from the land of the living,
For the transgression of my people the stroke fell upon himFor the transgression of my people the stroke fell upon him.

8 That he was cut off from the land of the living
“Cut-off” - snatch - gazar (seen also in Daniel). 

He was cut off from life living a short 33 years. 
With the crucifixion, the earthly career of Jesus came to an end, at 
least this was what His adversaries had hoped. 
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p
But, His impact on mankind had only begun. 

He lives on in the minds and hearts of countless millions. 
He cannot be erased from the consciousness of men. 

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto 
me (John 12:32).
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Isaiah 53:8
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

8 … For the transgression of my people the stroke fell upon him.
Jewish interpreters put these words and the rest of Isaiah 53, in the 
mouth of the Gentile nations, who one day will realize that all along 
the Jews suffered innocently and have voluntarily taken the 
punishment which was due to each of the Gentile nations.

They maintain that the last two words in the above sentence 
"upon him" is in Hebrew a plural, "lamo," "upon them." 
The regular singular "upon him" should be "to," (lamed vav). 

Yet "lamo" is repeatedly used both as plural and as a singular (Job 
20 23 22 2 d i i I 44 15) "H k it i
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20:23, 22:2 and again in Isa. 44:15), "He makes it a graven image 
and falls down before it (lamo ) ." 
The argument is specious.

The term which is used in our sentence, "my people," can only 
refer to Israel for whom the righteous servant of God suffers and 
dies.

RESIGNATION: THE SILENT SERVANT (53:8)

Isaiah 53:7 speaks of His silence under suffering and verse 8 of 
His silence when illegally tried and condemned to death. 

In today’s courts a person can be found guilty of terribleIn today s courts, a person can be found guilty of terrible 
crimes, but if it can be proved that something in the trial was 
illegal, the case must be tried again. 

Everything about His trials was illegal, yet Jesus did not appeal 
for another trial. 

“The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” 
(John 18:11
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(John 18:11

Isaiah 53:9
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

Since Jesus Christ was crucified with criminals as a criminal, it was 
logical that His dead body would be left unburied, but God had other 
plans. 
Th b i l f J Ch i t i h t f th l i HiThe burial of Jesus Christ is as much a part of the gospel as is His 
death (1 Cor. 15:1 - 5), 

the burial is proof that He actually died. 
The Roman authorities would not have released the body to Joseph 
and Nicodemus if the victim had not been dead (John 19:38 - 42; 
Mark 15:42 - 47). 

A ealth man like Joseph o ld ne er car e o t a tomb for
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A wealthy man like Joseph would never carve out a tomb for 
himself so near to a place of execution, particularly when his 
home was miles away. 

He prepared it for Jesus and had the spices and grave clothes 
ready for the burial. 

How wonderfully God fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy! 

Isaiah 53:9
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant

9 And his grave was appointed with the wicked, 
And with a rich man in his death,
Although he had committed no violence, 
N ith th d ti i hi thNeither was there any deception in his mouth.

9 And his grave was appointed with the wicked
And with a rich man in his death

In verse 12 we find he was “numbered with the transgressors.” And 
we know that He was hung between two thieves.

They assigned Him his grave. Impersonal passive voice, word 
“wicked” is in the plural (active voice “rich” in singular)
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wicked  is in the plural (active voice, rich  in singular). 
Jesus' body, considered by Jewish and Roman officialdom as that of 
a rebel, would normally have been assigned together with the two 
other criminals who died on the two other crosses, and would have 
been buried, where criminals usually were buried, in an unmarked 
grave, except for divine intervention. 
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Isaiah 53:9
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant
9 And his grave was appointed with the wicked, 

And with a rich man in his death,
Although he had committed no violence,Although he had committed no violence, 
Neither was there any deception in his mouth.

9 And his grave was appointed with the wicked
And with a rich man in his death

. Joseph of Arimathea was rich with rank and may have been 
related (next of kin legally allowed to take body). 

Rich in His death (1 Kgs 13 31 Ps 6 5)
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Rich in His death (1 Kgs 13:31; Ps 6:5).
"The rich man," Joseph of Arimathea (Mt. 27:57), 
intervened with the Roman authorities and had Jesus 
buried in a private grave in his garden, "wherein never 
man before was laid" (Lk. 23:53).

Isaiah 53:9
The ordeal and death of Jehovah's servant
9 And his grave was appointed with the wicked, 

And with a rich man in his death,
Although he had committed no violenceAlthough he had committed no violence, 
Neither was there any deception in his mouth.

9 Although he had committed no violence
“No violence,” “no wrong” 

Jn 8:46; Heb 7:26-28; 9:14; 1 Pet 2:22; 
2 Cor 5:21; 1 Jn 3:5; Mt 27:4
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Basis for New Covenant over Old.
The complete innocence of the servant, who has committed 
no crime in deed or in word is here emphasized. 

There was nothing in the life of Jesus to justify such a 
cruel and extreme sentence.

Isaiah 53:10-12
10 But it was the Lord (the Prophet says) 

who wished to make him sick and afflict him,
in order to purify him: 
if he offer his soul as an expiation he shall see seed, 
he shall prolong his days,
and the will and determination of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand.

11 For the trouble which his soul suffered in captivity, 
he shall see good, shall be satisfied with days: 
by his wisdom my righteous servant 
Israel shall justify the many, 
and he will bear their burdens
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and he will bear their burdens.
12 Therefore I will give him his share of spoil among the many 

and powerful of Gog and Magog, 
because he gave himself up unto death 
for the sanctification of my name; 
and was numbered with the transgressors 
from whom he received injuries. 

VINDICATION: THE SATISFIED SERVANT 
(53:10 - 12)

The prophet now explains the cross from God’s point ofThe prophet now explains the cross from God s point of 
view. Even though Jesus was crucified by the hands of 
wicked men, His death was determined beforehand by God 
(Act 2:22-23). 

Jesus was not a martyr, nor was His death an accident. 
He was God’s sacrifice for the sins of the world. 
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Isaiah 53:10
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

10 Yet it pleased the LORD to crush him
To afflict him with grief,
If his soul shall make a trespassing offeringIf his soul shall make a trespassing offering,
He shall see seed, prolong his days,
And the purpose of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand.

“It pleased the Lord” because of what it would bring us! 
All the things that happened to the servant of Jehovah were, 
in the final analysis the result of Jehovah's will
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in the final analysis, the result of Jehovah s will. 
It was Jehovah's will to crush him, 
It was His will to afflict him with grief, 

in Hebrew, "hecheli," the same word which is used in 
verses 3 and 4.

Isaiah 53:10
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

10 … If his soul shall make a trespassing offering,
He shall see seed, prolong his days,
And the purpose of the LORD 
shall prosper in his handshall prosper in his hand.

If his soul shall make a trespass offering
Soul, not body. 

Different levels: bodily, soul (something deeper happening...).
"Asham" is a trespass offering distinct from every other sacrifice. 

It was made by the individual person in compensation for any 
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wrong committed by him. 
It discharged the person from guilt and set him free (Lev 5:15)

The central idea of the trespass offering was satisfaction 
demanded by a just God.

Thus the servant of God made himself a sacrifice in 
restitution for the sins of every man, individually.

Isaiah 53:10
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

10 … He shall see seed, prolong his days,
And the purpose of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand.

He shall see seed, [descendants]
"He shall see seed" refers to those who are redeemed by 

His sacrifice. 
Seed - Ps 22:30; Rom 6:9.

To die childless was a grief and shame to the Jews but Jesus
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To die childless was a grief and shame to the Jews, but Jesus 
gave birth to a spiritual family because of His travail on the cross 
(v. 11). 

Isaiah’s statement about Isaiah’s natural family (8:18) is 
quoted in Hebrews 2:13 and applied to Christ and His 
spiritual family. 

Isaiah 53:10
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

He did not remain dead! “He shall prolong his days” (Isa. 53:10) 
means that the Servant was resurrected to live forever. 

In His resurrection, He triumphed over every enemy and 
claimed the spoils of victory (Eph. 1:19 - 23; 4:8). 

Satan offered Christ a glorious kingdom in return for worship 
(Matt. 4:8 - 10), which would have meant bypassing the cross. 

Jesus was “obedient unto death,” and God “highly exalted 
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y
him” (Phil. 2:8 - 10). 
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Isaiah 53:10
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

10 … He shall see seed, prolong his days,
And the purpose of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand.

prolong his days

"He shall prolong his days" refers to His resurrection and 
the life which only began after His crucifixion. 

Jewish commentators have maintained that "seed" refers 
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exclusively to physical offspring, that is children, but in 
reality it refers also to spiritual seed, a following 

Isa. 65:25, Mal. 2:15

Isaiah 53:10
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

10 … He shall see seed, prolong his days,
And the purpose of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand.

shall prosper in his hand
“Prosper” - how? - resurrection! 

Feast of firstfruits is celebrated on the morning after 
Shabbat after Passover. 

We are pardoned because our debts have been paid
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We are pardoned because our debts have been paid 
in full. 

All done to satisfy a righteous God.

Isaiah 53:10
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

10 … And the purpose of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand.

And the purpose of the LORD shall prosper in his handAnd the purpose of the LORD shall prosper in his hand
It was the whole counsel of God, which the servant 
accomplished, because of His willingness to offer Himself as 
a trespass offering. 

This purpose of God continues to prosper through the 
ages. 
Th f J h h i d I l
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The servant of Jehovah was appointed to restore Israel so 
that they might in the end become a light to the nations 
and carry the salvation of God to the ends of the earth 
(Isa. 49:6).

Isaiah 53:11
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul 
and shall be satisfied. 
By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many,
And their iniquities he shall bear.

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be 
satisfied

The servant shall look upon His travail and the sorrows which
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The servant shall look upon His travail and the sorrows which 
His earthly life brought upon Him and will be well satisfied 
with the results of His sacrifice.
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Isaiah 53:11
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

The Servant satisfied the heart of the Father. 
“I do always those things that please him [the Father]” (John 8:29) 

The heavenly Father did not find enjoyment in seeing His beloved 
Son suffer, for the Father is not pleased with the death of the 
wicked, let alone the death of the righteous Son of God. 

But the Father was pleased that His Son’s obedience 
accomplished the redemption that He had planned from eternity 
(1 Peter 1:20). 
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( )
“It is finished” (John 19:30). 

Isaiah 53:11
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

11 … By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many,

And their iniquities he shall bear.
11 By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many
"My righteous servant" is used here in an emphatic form, to 

express the absolute righteousness of God's chosen servant. 
Through the knowledge of Him, others were made righteous. 
The knowledge of Him is not just mental, but a personal 
experience of Him in the living communion with the servant of 
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p g
God. It is justification by faith in Him.

And their iniquities he shall bear
This action goes beyond the finished work of the Messiah and 
points to His continuous work of mediation (Heb. 8:6).

Isaiah 53:11
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

11 … By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many,

A d th i i i iti h h ll bAnd their iniquities he shall bear.
Phil 2:7-11.

We are justified by Christ’s righteousness, not our own!
No man ever saved by animal sacrifice (Heb 10:4).
No man ever saved by deeds of the law (Rom 3:20).
No other way but Jesus or Gethsemane prayer was in
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No other way but Jesus, or Gethsemane prayer was in 
vain!

All this description predicted eight centuries in advance!

Isaiah 53:11
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

The death of the Servant also satisfied the law of God. 
The theological term for this is “propitiation” (Rom. 3:25; 1 
John 2:2)John 2:2). 

In pagan religions, the word meant “to offer a sacrifice to placate 
an angry god,” 

The Christian meaning is much richer. 
God is angry at sin because it offends His holiness and violates 
His holy law. 
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In His holiness, He must judge sinners, 
But in His love, He desires to forgive them. 
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Isaiah 53:11
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

God cannot ignore sin or compromise with it, 
That would be contrary to His own nature and lawThat would be contrary to His own nature and law. 

The Judge took the place of the criminals and met the just 
demands of His own holy law! 

“He was numbered with the transgressors” and even 
prayed for them (Isa. 53:12; Luke 22:37; 23:33 - 34). 

The law has been satisfied, 
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God can now graciously forgive all who receive His Son. 

Isaiah 53:11
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

Grace is love that has paid a price, 
Sinners are saved by grace (Eph. 2:8 - 10). 

Justice can only condemn the wicked and justify the righteous 
(1 Kings 8:32), 

Grace justifies the ungodly when they trust Jesus Christ 
(Isa. 53:11; Rom. 4:5)

To justify means “to declare righteous.” 
He took our sins that we might receive the gift of His 
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righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 5:17). 
Justification means God declares believing sinners 
righteous in Christ and never again keeps a record of 
their sins (Ps. 32:1 - 2; Rom. 4:1 - 8). 

Isaiah 53:11
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

The important thing is to know personally God’s righteous 
Servant, Jesus Christ, whose conquest of sin is the subject ofServant, Jesus Christ, whose conquest of sin is the subject of 
this chapter. 

“By his knowledge [i.e., knowing Him personally by faith] 
shall my righteous servant justify many” (v. 11). 

“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3 NIV). 
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Isaiah 53:12
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

12 Therefore will I give him a portion among the great, 
And with the strong will he divide spoil;
Because he poured Out his life unto death,
And was numbered among the trangressors.
Yet he bore the sin of many,
And made intercession for the transgressors.

12 Therefore will I give him a portion among the great
"Barabiin" means "among the great ones" and also "among many."   

Here the prophet further elaborates the thought in 
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Isaiah 52:15: So also shall he sprinkle many nations, 
Kings shall shut their mouths before him.

The completed work of the servant of Jehovah will affect not only 
Israel but also the nations of the world (see 49:7). 

The prophet foresees the time when the great men of history 
shall pay homage to the servant of God, the Messiah.
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Isaiah 53:12
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

12 Therefore will I give him a portion among the great, 
And with the strong will he divide spoil;
Because he poured Out his life unto deathBecause he poured Out his life unto death,
And was numbered among the trangressors.
Yet he bore the sin of many,
And made intercession for the transgressors.

Because he poured out his life unto death
His impact upon the nations and the homage which the 
mighty and the great will pay Him will be the consequence of
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mighty and the great will pay Him will be the consequence of 
His pouring out His life; 

although at the time of His crucifixion, He was considered 
a transgressor by those who sat in judgment over Him.

Isaiah 53:12
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

12 Therefore will I give him a portion among the great, 
And with the strong will he divide spoil;
Because he poured Out his life unto death,
And was numbered among the trangressorsAnd was numbered among the trangressors.
Yet he bore the sin of many,
And made intercession for the transgressors.

Yet he bore the sin of many
Far from being a transgressor, the servant of God was the Savior 
of transgressors and interceded for them at the very moment when 
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He was being put to death by them (Lk. 23:34).

With Chapter 53, which is the heart and the center of the Book of 
Consolation, Messianic prophecy reaches its majestic pinnacle.

Isaiah 53:12
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah
Delitzsch, to whom all who ever commented on Isaiah in the 
course of the last century owe a great debt, writes in his 
commentary:commentary:

The Servant of Jehovah goes through shame to glory and 
through death to life. 

He conquers when He yields; 
He rules after being enslaved; 
He lives after He has died; 
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He completes His work after He Himself has been 
apparently cut off. 
His glory streams upon the dark ground of the deepest 
humiliation. 

Isaiah 53:12
The future glory of the servant of Jehovah

12 Therefore will I give him a portion among the great, 
And with the strong will he divide spoil;
B h d O t hi lif t d thBecause he poured Out his life unto death,
And was numbered among the trangressors.
Yet he bore the sin of many,
And made intercession for the transgressors.

Apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, it would be impossible to 
understand this majestic chapter in Isaiah, 

It o ld remain a dark m ster itho t sol tion

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

248

It would remain a dark mystery without solution. 
However, in the light of His life it has become the brightest star 
of Hebrew prophecy, the star of hope and salvation for all men.
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Cities of Refuge
Num 35:11-30. (No state police force.)

No help for a murderer (Gen 9:6; Ex 20:1-17; 21:12-13). 
1st murderer: Satan (John 8:44)1st murderer: Satan (John 8:44). 

Six cities (of the 48 given to the Levites): 
three east of the Jordan, 
three west of the Jordan. 

Cities of Refuge: available to all (sojourners also); sanctified 
(set aside)
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(set aside). 
Always open; ways, bridges, repaired each spring. Deut 19:3.

Goel - Kinsman Redeemer

Two roles:
1) Ki d t t k th b id d d th l d1) Kinsman redeemer, to take the bride and redeem the land.
2) Avenger of blood. (Goel)

(Ex. Isa 61:1+ Jesus read and it is recorded in Luke 4. 
Look where Jesus stopped reading, at a comma!)
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Type of Christ
(Heb 6:16-20)

[Acts 3:12-18; Luke 23:34; 1 Cor 2:7-8]
Wages of sin is death, Rom 6:23;
God’s appointed refuge, Acts 4:12;
Easy reach; “way”, Deut 19:3;
Open to all, Rev 22:17;
Doors never locked;
Stocked with provisions;
No other help a ailable (Heb 10 28 29)
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No other help available (Heb 10:28-29);
Until the death of the High Priest (Heb 7:23-27)
Differences:

Only innocent saved; we know we’re guilty!
Christ more available (John 6:37; Rev 3:20).

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL 
REFLECTION OR GROUP DISCUSSION
1. ‘What important truths do each of the five stanzas of Isaiah 

52:13 - 53:12 reveal?
2 How do the sufferings and death of Jesus differ from that of2. How do the sufferings and death of Jesus differ from that of 

other people? 
3. Why was Jesus rejected and shamed by the Jews? 
4. Should we blame modern Jews for this? Please explain. 
5. How does Isaiah 53:4 - 6 explam the heart of the gospel 

message? 
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6. Why is Jesus often referred to as a lamb? Where else in the 
Bible do you find this lamb imagery? 

7. In what way did Christ’s death on the cross bring satisfaction? 
8. Contrast justice with grace. 
9. What is justification? Who is justified before God?
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Promises and Punishments   (Isaiah 54 - 59) 
After portraying the majestic personality of the Servant-Redeemer 
in Isaiah 53, the prophet resumes his message about redeemed 
Israel, interrupted in Chapter 52:12. 
The Servant obediently finished His work on earth, 

Today He is at work in heaven, interceding for God’s people 
(Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34). 

What are the consequences of His sacrifice? 
What difference does it make that He endured all that suffering? 

To Israel, it means restoration (Isa. 54:1 - 17); 
Chapter 54:1-3 begins with a triumphant song of Zion now
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Chapter 54:1-3 begins with a triumphant song of Zion, now 
restored to the favor of her Lord.

To the Gentile nations, it means an invitation (55:1 - 56:8); and 
To rebellious sinners, it means an accusation (56:9 - 59:21), 

a warning from the Lord that they need to repent. 

Restoration For Israel  (Isaiah 54) 
The image in this chapter is that of Jehovah, the faithful 
husband, forgiving Israel, the unfaithful wife, and restoring 
her to the place of blessing. 

• Isaiah has used the marriage image before (50:1 - 3)Isaiah has used the marriage image before (50:1 3) 
and will use it again (62:4). 

• Jeremiah also used it (Jer. 3:8), and 
• it is an important theme in both Hosea (chap. 2) and 

Ezekiel (chaps. 16 and 23). 
The nation was “married” to Jehovah at Mount Sinai, but she 
committed adultery by turning to other gods and the Lord
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committed adultery by turning to other gods, and the Lord 
had to abandon her temporarily. 

Restoration For Israel  (Isaiah 54) 
However, the prophets promise that Israel will be restored 
when Messiah comes and establishes His kingdom. 
It will be a restoration to fruitfulness when the nation will 
increase and need more space (54:1 - 3)increase and need more space (54:1 - 3). 

The nation had been diminished because of the 
Babylonian invasion, but God would help them multiply 
again. 

Only a believing remnant will enter into the kingdom, but the 
Lord will enlarge the nation abundantly. 
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Restoration For Israel  (Isaiah 54) 
It will be a restoration to fruitfulness when the nation will 
increase and need more space (54:1 - 3). 

The nation had been diminished because of the 
Babylonian invasion but God would help them multiplyBabylonian invasion, but God would help them multiply 
again. 

At the end of the age, only a believing remnant will 
enter into the kingdom, but the Lord will enlarge the 
nation abundantly. 

Israel may feel like a barren woman, unable to have 
children but she will increase to the glory of God God
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children, but she will increase to the glory of God. God 
will do for her what He did for Sarah and Abraham (49:18 
- 21; 51:1 - 3). 
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Isaiah 54:1
Sing, O barren, thou who didst not bear, 

Burst forth into singing, shout aloud, 
1 Sing, O barren, thou who didst not bear, 

Burst forth into singing shout aloudBurst forth into singing, shout aloud, 
Thou who hast never been in labor,
For more are the children of her who was forsaken, 
Than the children of the married wife, says the LORD.

Israel’s restoration is to joy and therefore an occasion for 
singing.

Isaiah mentioned songs and singing more than 30 times
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Isaiah mentioned songs and singing more than 30 times.
The immediate occasion for this joy is the nation’s 
deliverance from captivity, 

The ultimate fulfillment is when the Redeemer comes to 
Zion and the nation is born anew (59:20). 

Isaiah 54:1
Thou who hast never been in labor

1 Sing, O barren, thou who didst not bear, 
Burst forth into singing, shout aloud, 
Thou who hast never been in labor,
For more are the children of her who was forsaken, 
Than the children of the married wife, says the LORD.

Israel may feel like a barren woman, unable to have 
children, but she will increase to the glory of God. 

God will do for her what He did for Sarah and 
Abraham (49:18 - 21; 51:1 - 3). 

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

258

( ; )
During her captivity Israel was like a rejected wife: childless, 
desolate and grieved in spirit. 

But now the LORD is about to look with favor upon her.

Isaiah 54:1
For more are the children of her who was forsaken, 

Than the children of the married wife
1 Sing, O barren, thou who didst not bear, 

Burst forth into singing shout aloudBurst forth into singing, shout aloud, 
Thou who hast never been in labor,
For more are the children of her who was forsaken, 
Than the children of the married wife, says the LORD.

Several idioms describe Israel’s relationship to Jehovah, 
adultress wife, widowed, divorced. 
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Israel is the restored wife of Jehovah (Hos 2:1 - 3:5). 

The returning exiles from all the corners of the earth will be 
more in number than the children of Zion before her 

dispersion.

Isaiah 54:1
For more are the children of her who was forsaken, 

Than the children of the married wife
1 Sing, O barren, thou who didst not bear, 

Burst forth into singing shout aloudBurst forth into singing, shout aloud, 
Thou who hast never been in labor,
For more are the children of her who was forsaken, 
Than the children of the married wife, says the LORD.

Some scholars note these as a reference for this verse, 
however, read it carefully. 

Rev 12 woman with the man child not the Church

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

260

Rev. 12 woman with the man-child, not the Church 
because she is pregnant, therefore not the Church, must 
be Israel! 

Yet, this is one “who did not bear,” so not Israel! 
Church is virgin Bride of Christ.
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Isaiah 54:2-3  Enlarge the place of thy tent
2 Enlarge the place of thy tent,

Stretch the curtains of thy habitation, spare not! 
Lengthen thy cords and fasten thy stakes.

The tents will need to be enlarged, and the desolate cities will be g ,
inhabited again! 

Paul quoted Isaiah 54:1 in Galatians 4:27 and applied the 
spiritual principle to the church: 

Even as God blessed Sarah and the Jewish remnant with 
children, so He would bless the church, though she is only a 
small company in the world. 
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Paul was not equating Israel with the church or suggesting that the 
Old Testament promises to the Jews are fulfilled in the church. 

If we claim the Old Testament Jewish prophecies for the church, 
then we must claim all of them, the judgments as well as the 
blessings; and most people do not want to do that! 

Borders - Gen 15:18.

Isaiah 54:3
For thou shalt spread out to the right and to the left

3 For thou shalt spread out to the right and to the left, 
And thy seed shall possess the nations,y p ,
And inhabit the desolate cities.

The repatriates will not only repopulate the desolate cities 
but will build new ones to accommodate the rapid increase 
in population, a prophecy reminiscent of Israel's present 
day situation.

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

262

“Nations” - another clue to Church, Gentiles. 
James (Acts 6:17) = Amos 9:12 = all Gentiles.

Isaiah 54:4-10
Israel’s restoration to her land will also mean confidence (Isa. 
54:4-10). 
Isaiah gave another one of his “fear not” promises (41:10, 
13, 14 43:1, 5; 44:2, 8; 51:7; 54:14) and explained why there13, 14 43:1, 5; 44:2, 8; 51:7; 54:14) and explained why there 
was no need for the nation to be afraid. 

To begin with, their sins were forgiven (v. 4). 
Why should they fear the future when God had wiped 
out the sins of the past (43:25; 44:22)? 

The people had sinned greatly against their God, but He 
forgave them and this meant a new beginning (40:1 5)
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forgave them, and this meant a new beginning (40:1-5). 
They could forget the shame of their sins as a young 
nation, as recorded in Judges and 1 Samuel, as well as 
the reproach of their “widowhood” in the Babylonian 
captivity. 

Isaiah 54:4
Thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth…

the reproach of thy widowhood
4 Fear not for thou shalt not be ashamed,

Be not dismayed for thou shalt not be put to shame.Be not dismayed for thou shalt not be put to shame.
Thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth,
And the reproach of thy widowhood thou shalt remember 
no more.

Broader scope - “The God of the Whole Earth (Rom 3:29).”
Plural use - “Elohim (Jer 3:14; 31:32; Hos 9:2).”

"Th h f th th" f t I l' l i i
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"The shame of thy youth" refers to Israel's early experience in 
Egypt. 

"The reproach of thy widowhood" is probably an allusion 
to the anticipated Babylonian exile, which lasted seventy 
years, "a brief moment" in the eyes of God.
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Isaiah 54:5-6
Another reason for confidence is the steadfast love of the Lord 
(54:5-6). 
Jehovah is their Maker and would not destroy the people 

• He created for His glory. He created for His glory. 
• He is their Redeemer and cannot sell them into the hands of 

the enemy. 
• He is their Husband and will not break His covenant promises. 

As an unfaithful wife, Israel had forsaken her Husband, but He 
had not permanently abandoned her. 

He only gave her opportunity to see what it was like to live in

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

265

He only gave her opportunity to see what it was like to live in 
a land where people worshipped false gods. 

God would call her back and woo her to Himself (Hos 2:14-23), 
and she would no longer be “a wife deserted” (Isa 54:6 NIV). 

She felt forsaken (49:14), but God did not give her up. 

Isaiah 54:5-7
Zion's Glorious Future

5 For thy Maker is thy Husband,
The LORD of hosts is his name,e O o osts s s a e,
And thy Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, 
The God of all the earth shall he be called.

6 For as a forsaken wife, grieved in spirit, 
The LORD has called thee back,
As a wife of youth who has been rejected, Says thy God.

7 For a short moment have I forsaken thee
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7 For a short moment have I forsaken thee,
But with great compassion will I gather thee.

God is not through with Israel! 

Lk 19.   Rom 11:25   Rev 2:9, 3:9

Isaiah 54 “24”

24 refers to Kings and Priests, Rev 4,5)
Dan 9?
Isa 61, Luke 4
Dan 9:25-27

24 gaps: 
Gen 1:1, 2; 
Ps: 22:21, 22; 118:22; 
Isa 9:6; 53:10; 61:2; 
Lam 4:21-22; 

Micah 5:2, 3; 
Hab 2:13, 14; 
Zeph 3:7, 8; 
Zech 9:9, 10; 
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Dan 9:26-27; 
Dan 11:20,21; 
Hos 2:13, 14; 3:4, 5; 
Amos 9:10-11; 

Mt 10:23; 12: 20; 
Lk 1:31, 32; 4: 18-20; 21:24; 
Jn 1:5, 6; 
1 Pet 1:11; 
Rev 12: 5,6

Isaiah 54:8
In a burst of anger I hid my face from thee for a moment,

But with everlasting kindness will I have compassion on thee

8 In a burst of anger I hid my face from thee, for a moment, 
But with everlasting kindness 
will I have compassion on thee, 
Says the LORD, thy Redeemer.

Jehovah's essential relationship to Israel is that of "everlasting 
kindness" 

It may occasionally be disturbed or frustrated by the 
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y y y
rebelliousness and waywardness of His people. 

Yet in the end Jehovah's mercy always prevails.
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Isaiah 54:9
For this to me is like the waters of Noah

9 For this to me is like the waters of Noah, 
For as I have sworn that the waters of Noah, 
Should never again flood the earthShould never again flood the earth,
So have I sworn not to be angry with thee, 
Nor to rebuke thee.

Jehovah's love for His people is as immutable as His promise 
to Noah never again to visit the earth with a flood. 

Israel may be punished by Jehovah for her sins, but never 
i h h l i i h f l ihil i
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with the ultimate punishment of complete annihilation.
Noah before Moses! 

“Israel” in Messianic sense (redeemer promise) begins at 
Gen 3:15 thru Rev 12!

“Over the earth” - global flood, Cf Gen 9.

Isaiah 54:9-10
God’s promises are dependable.

God kept His promise concerning the flood (Gen. 9:11-17),
He will keep His promises to His people Israel. 
Whenever we rebel against God and refuse to listen to His 
warning, He must chasten us, and He does it in love (Heb 12:1-11) 

God cannot permit His children to sin and get away with it. 
God had to show His anger at their sin, but now the 
chastening was over, and they were returning to their land. 

On God’s anger, see 9:12, 17, and 21.
But, we can depend on His love, His covenant, and His mercy. 
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, p , , y
The purpose of His chastening is to bring us to repentance and 
enable us to produce “the peaceable fruit of righteousness”

He promised.
“With great mercies will I gather thee,”
“With everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee.” 

Isaiah 54:10
For the mountains may depart…

but my loving kindness shall not.
10 For the mountains may depart,

And the hills be removedAnd the hills be removed,
But my loving kindness shall not depart from thee, 
And my covenant of peace shall not be removed, 
Says the LORD who has compassion on thee.

Jehovah's "covenant of peace" with Israel (b'rith shalom) is 
eternal; 
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it may be broken by Israel, but never by Him. 

The LORD always waits for His people to repent so that He 
may renew His eternal covenant of peace.

Isaiah 54:11-17
Not only will the captives be set free and the nation 
restored, but also the city of Jerusalem will be rebuilt (Isa. 
54:11-17). 

Keep in mind that the prophet saw both an immediateKeep in mind that the prophet saw both an immediate 
fulfillment and an ultimate fulfillment (Rev. 21:18-21). 

The remnant rebuilt the temple and the city under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel the governor, Joshua the high 
priest, Ezra the scribe, Nehemiah the wall-builder, and the 
prophets Haggai and Zechariah. 

B t th t d J l thi lik h t
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But the restored Jerusalem was nothing like what 
Isaiah described here! 

For that beautiful city, we must wait until the return 
of the Lord and the establishing of His kingdom. 
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Isaiah 54:11
O, thou afflicted, tossed with tempest and not comforted

11 O, thou afflicted, tossed with tempest and not 
comforted, ,

Behold, I will set thy stones in antimony,
And thy foundations with sapphires.

In moving words of deep pathos the prophet describes 
Israel's present miserable condition and her bright future 
which God has purposed for His people.”

The quotation from Isaiah 54:11 is inscribed on the
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The quotation from Isaiah 54:11 is inscribed on the 
Statute of Liberty at the entrance to the New York Harbor 
as a part of the sonnet by Emma Lazarus.

Isaiah 54:11
Behold, I will set thy stones in antimony

11 O, thou afflicted, tossed with tempest and not comforted,
Behold, I will set thy stones in antimony,
And thy foundations with sapphires.

The prophet sees the new Jerusalem, a holy city descending 
from heaven and made of the most dazzling colors and adorned 
with the most precious stones which nature affords. 
There is a blending of the earthly with the heavenly. 

Rev 21:10-27 elaborates on Isaiah's vision. 
In Isaiah’s vision it is the Kingdom of God whose citizens are all
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In Isaiah s vision it is the Kingdom of God, whose citizens are all 
taught by God Himself (v. 13).

Isaiah 54:12 Zion's Glorious Future

12 I will make thy battlements of rubies,
And thy gates of sparkling stones,
And all thy borders shall be of precious stones.And all thy borders shall be of precious stones.

“Agates” - rubies.
“Gates” - Rev 21:21, pearls?
“With antimony” - eye shadow, purpose was to create a 

setting for the eye. (2 Kgs 9:30; Jer 4:30; Ezek 23:40).
“Stones” Rev 21:19-20, echoes breastplate stones (24 each).

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

275

“Sapphire”: Moses, Aaron - 70 Elders - Ex 24:10; Ezek 1:26; 
10:1.

Isaiah 54:13 Taught of the Lord

13 Thy sons shall all be taught by the LORD, 
And great shall be the prosperity of thy sons.

“Taught of the Lord” referred to by Jesus Jn 6:45Taught of the Lord  - referred to by Jesus Jn 6:45
When you read the context, beginning at verse 34, you 
see that Jesus was speaking about people coming to the 
Father. 

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me” (v. 37 NKJV) 
does not mean that the Father forces sinners to be saved. 
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People come to Him because they are “taught of God,” 
and the Spirit draws them through the Word. 
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Isaiah 54:14
Thou shall be established in righteousness

14 Thou shalt be established in righteousness, 
Thou shalt be far removed from oppression, 
For thou shalt not fearFor thou shalt not fear,
And from terror, for it shall not come near thee.

“Oppression” should be anxiety...
The secret of the glory, the beauty and the security of the 
holy Jerusalem is seen in the fact that she is built on the 
foundation of righteousness. 

S h it d f f d t
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Such a city need fear no foe and no terror.
The city will be free from terror and war (v. 14). 

Personal evangelism won’t be needed in the New Jerusalem, 
for all the citizens will know the Lord. 

Every citizen of Jerusalem will know the Lord (Isa. 54:13), 

Isaiah 54:15
Behold, they shall gather against thee, but not by me

15 Behold, they shall gather against thee, but not by me,15 Behold, they shall gather against thee, but not by me,
Whoever gathers against thee shall fall by thee.

Israel may be threatened and assailed by foes, but their 
actions are not according to the will of God and so will 
never succeed.
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Isaiah 54:16 
Behold, I have created the smith …

(and) the ravager to destroy

16 Behold, I have created the smith,
Who blows the fire of coalsWho blows the fire of coals,
And forges a weapon according to his craft, 
I also created the ravager to destroy.

The thought here is that the smith who forges the weapons of 
destruction, 

and also the ravager himself who uses them are both the 
creations of God
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creations of God. 
They are all in His hand, and He can use them 
according to His will.

Isaiah 54:17
No weapon fashioned against thee shall succeed

17 No weapon which is fashioned against thee shall succeed, 
And every tongue which rises against thee in judgment 
Thou shalt confute.
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 
And their vindication is from me, says the LORD.

Israel's destiny is in God's hand; therefore, no matter what the 
weapon may be, it will never succeed. 

This is the ultimate secret of Israel's indestructibility. 
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y
No weapon, no false accusation, no libel or policy of 
extermination will ever succeed against Israel. 

History has repeatedly borne out this remarkable prophecy.
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Isaiah 54:17
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD And their 

vindication is from me, says the LORD
17 No weapon which is fashioned against thee shall succeed, 

And every tongue which rises against thee in judgment 
Thou shalt confuteThou shalt confute.
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 
And their vindication is from me, says the LORD.

“Their righteousness is from Me” – this is not just a New 
Testament doctrine! 
God watches over His people and protects them because they 

Hi t d it
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are His servants and witnesses. 
Their vindication, in Hebrew, "tsidkatham," literally, "their 
righteousness," is not in themselves, 

It comes from God whose purpose they serve, 
knowingly or not, willing or not. 

Isaiah 54:17
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD And their 

vindication is from me, says the LORD
17 No weapon which is fashioned against thee shall succeed, 

And every tongue which rises against thee in judgment 
Thou shalt confuteThou shalt confute.
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 
And their vindication is from me, says the LORD.

Since the days of the early Church, most Christian 
commentators have applied this and many other prophecies of 
a similar character to the Church, on the theory that national 
Israel has been rejected by God once and for all and that now
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Israel has been rejected by God once and for all and that now 
the Church is "The New Israel." 

All the promises of future blessing and glory have 
systematically been applied to the Church and all the dire 
predictions of judgment and punishment were left for the 
Jews. 

Isaiah 54:17
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD And their 

vindication is from me, says the LORD

17 No weapon which is fashioned against thee shall succeed, 
And every tongue which rises against thee in judgment y g g j g
Thou shalt confute.
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 
And their vindication is from me, says the LORD.

Unfortunately this gross distortion of the obvious sense of the 
prophetic message has had a baneful effect both on the 
Church and on the Jewish people

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

283

Church and on the Jewish people. 

The Church has been deprived of a proper understanding 
of the Scriptures, and tended to develop a Pharisaic self-
righteousness and superiority in her attitude toward the 
Jews. 

Isaiah 54:17
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD And their 

vindication is from me, says the LORD

17 No weapon which is fashioned against thee shall succeed, 
And every tongue which rises against thee in judgmentAnd every tongue which rises against thee in judgment 
Thou shalt confute.
Such is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 
And their vindication is from me, says the LORD.

This inevitably produced the awful blight of so-called "Christian 
Anti-Semitism."
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The Jews were further alienated from the Messiah of the 
prophets and "the wall of separation" which Christ came to 
break down was built up even higher.
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Isaiah 55:1-56:8 
Invitation To The Gentiles 

The Servant died not only for the sins of Israel (53:8), 
but also for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2; John 
4:14). 

Isaiah makes it clear throughout his book that the Gentiles 
are included in God’s plan. 

What Isaiah and the other prophets did not know was that 
believing Jews and Gentiles would one day be united in 
Jesus Christ in the church (Eph. 3:1-12). 
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God gives a threefold invitation to the Gentiles: 
• come (Isa. 55:1-5), 
• seek (Isa. 55:6-13), and 
• worship (Isa. 56:1-8). 

Isaiah 55:1   Come
This is a chapter in which an invitation is extended to all who 
are hungry and thirsty for righteousness, to come to a feast 
which God has prepared for them. 

All they have to do is to accept His gracious invitation.All they have to do is to accept His gracious invitation.
As in Isaiah 25:6, the prophet pictures God’s blessings in 
terms of a great feast, where God is the host. 

Our Lord probably had Isaiah in mind when He said, 
“Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to everlasting life” (John 6:27 NKJV). 
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The people were living on substitutes that did not nourish them. 
They needed “the real thing,” which only the Lord could 
give. 

Chapter 55 must follow Chapter 53, 
His death allows these things to be available!

Isaiah 55:1 The Invitation to a Spiritual Feast

1 Ho, everyone who is thirsty come to the waters,
And he that has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come buy wine and milk without money and without cost

H h i thi t t th tHo, everyone who is thirsty come to the waters
The invitation is extended to “everyone” and not just to the 
Jews. 

Anyone who is thirsting for that which really satisfies (John 
4:10-14) is welcome to come. 

“Thirsteth” John 7:37 4:14; Rev 22:17
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Thirsteth  - John 7:37, 4:14; Rev 22:17. 

In the East, water is precious and an abundance of water is a 
special blessing (41:17; 44:3). 

Water is essential to life, without it life is impossible.

Isaiah 55:1 The Invitation to a Spiritual Feast

1 Ho, everyone who is thirsty come to the waters,
And he that has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come buy wine and milk without money and without cost

H h i thi t t th tHo, everyone who is thirsty come to the waters
People had to work hard to dig wells, care for flocks and herds, 
plant seed, and tend to their vineyards. 

The Lord offered everything for which they were laboring for 
free . 

If they listen to His Word they will be inclined to come;
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If they listen to His Word, they will be inclined to come; 
God draws sinners to Himself through the Word (John 5:24). 

2015-01-17    Page 72



of
 Is

ai
ah

1/17/2015Th
e 

B
oo

k 

73

Isaiah 55:1 The Invitation to a Spiritual Feast
1 Ho, everyone who is thirsty come to the waters,

And he that has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come buy wine and milk without money and without cost

Come buy wine and milk without money and without cost
Wine, milk, and bread were staples in their diet. 

The water, wine, milk and bread of which the prophet speaks are the 
various aspects of the Word of God. 

• Wine is exhilarating, and in the lands of the Bible was frequently 
used to nourish and to strengthen the sick. 

• Milk is basic to growth and health. 
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• Bread is "the staff of life." 
All these are offered by a gracious God, freely and without any cost. 

In Scripture, both water and wine are pictures of the Holy Spirit (John 
7:3739; Eph. 5:18). 
Jesus is the “bread of life” (John 6:32-35), and His living Word is like 
milk (1 Peter 2:2). 

Isaiah 55:2
Why do you spend money on that which is not bread 

And your toil on that which does not satisfy?

2 Why do you spend money on that which is not bread, 
And your toil on that which does not satisfy?And your toil on that which does not satisfy?
Listen attentively to me and eat that which is good, 
And let your soul delight itself in fatness.

“Spend money”  “weigh silver”
Levitical overtone, silver = blood Cf. Zech 11:12; Ruth 4.

Men have always toiled and spent their substance and 
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strength on that which did not truly satisfy their deepest hunger 
and needs, 

Without the light of God's Word they never understood 
themselves nor their true needs. 

And so they lived and died frustrated and disappointed.

Isaiah 55:2
Listen attentively to me and eat that which is good

2 Why do you spend money on that which is not bread, 
And your toil on that which does not satisfy?d you to o t at c does ot sat s y
Listen attentively to me and eat that which is good, 
And let your soul delight itself in fatness.

True happiness does not depend primarily on the abundance 
of things possessed as so many seem to think, but in 
communion with God. 

"Man shall not live by bread alone" is a truth which is often
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Man shall not live by bread alone  is a truth which is often 
scorned and yet remains eternally true.

Life, and not mere vegetation, depends on communion with 
God and in listening attentively and obeying His Word.

Note the emphasis on hearing in Isaiah 55:2-3. 

Isaiah 55:2
And let your soul delight itself in fatness

2 Why do you spend money on that which is not bread, 
And your toil on that which does not satisfy?
Listen attentively to me and eat that which is good, 
And let o r so l delight itself in fatnessAnd let your soul delight itself in fatness.

Think in terms of Biblical man and his civilization. 
The Israelite was a person who lived mainly on vegetables, grain 
and fruit, with an occasional addition of fish or meat for festive 
occasions. 

He needed a certain amount of fat for health. 
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This came mostly from olives and olive oil. 
"to delight oneself in fatness" was something highly desirable. 

The prophet is telling us that the Word of God provides all the 
essential elements of a wholesome and balanced diet to sustain 

body and soul in glowing health.
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Isaiah 55:3   Listen and your soul shall live

3 Incline your ear and come to me,
Listen and your soul shall live;
And I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
- The trustworthy mercies of DavidThe trustworthy mercies of David.

Since David died many centuries before, the reference must 
be understood in a Messianic sense. 

Messiah, who is the descendant of David, is the agent 
through whom God carries out His redemptive will. 

He is the Word of God Incarnate who lives eternally. 
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The same view is also expressed by the Apostle Peter in 
Acts 2:29-31.

Cf. Acts 13:34; Isa 24:5.

Isaiah 55:3   An everlasting covenant
3 Incline your ear and come to me,

Listen and your soul shall live;
And I will make an everlasting covenant with you,

The trustworthy mercies of David- The trustworthy mercies of David.
“Everlasting covenant” - new covenant. Cf. Heb 9:15; Hos
2:18-20; Isa 42:6; 49:8; 54:10; 55:3; 56:4,6; 59:21; 61:8; 
Jer 31:31-33; 32:40; 50:5; Ezek 16:60-62; 34:25; 37:26-28.
The prophet harkens back to the everlasting covenant with 
God made with David when He promised him:
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Thine house and thy kingdom shall be established forever 
before thee, thy throne shall be established for ever (2 
Sam. 7:16)

This was "the everlasting covenant" with David.

Isaiah 55:3 Listen and your soul shall live
3 Incline your ear and come to me,

Listen and your soul shall live;
And I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
- The trustworthy mercies of David.

“Mercies of David” - promises that Messiah from his seed 
would sit on His throne and set up an everlasting Kingdom 
(Ps 89:2-5; 19:37). 

This is Jesus Christ (Luke 1:30 - 33), 
The proof that He is God’s King is seen in His 

resurrection from the dead (Acts 13:34 - 39).
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resurrection from the dead (Acts 13:34 39). 
Triumph over death and sheol (Ps 16:9,10). 
Peace and happiness to Israel (Ps 132:15-18).

Isaiah 55:4 
A witness to the peoples 

A  prince and a commander to the peoples
4 Behold, I have appointed him for a witness to the peoples. 

A prince and a commander to the peoples.
The purpose of the eternally living David is to be a witness, a 
prince and a commander to the nations, 

a task which is identical with the mission of the servant of 
God (Isa. 42:1, 49:6, 52:15). 

Now the prophet Isaiah merges the two images of the Messiah 
into one, that of Servant and King (Isa. 11:10).

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

296

“Him” - Jer 30:9; Hos 3:5.
“Leader” - Nagid - Dan 9:25

Jesus Christ is God’s covenant to the Gentiles (“peoples”), and 
His promises will stand as long as His Son lives, which is 
forever. 
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Isaiah 55:5    Thou shalt call
5 Behold thou shalt call a nation which thou didst not know, 

And a nation which knew thee not
Shall come running to thee because of the LORD thy God, 
And for the Holy One of Israel, who has glorified thee.

"Thou shalt call" is a reference to Israel, who through her supreme 
representative, the King-Messiah, has brought about the emergence 
of a new nation, 

The Church of Christ, composed of Jews. and Gentiles. 
This new nation found shelter under the wings of the Shechinah-
Glory, through the life and work of the Messiah Jesus.
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God will use Israel to call the Gentiles to salvation, which was 
certainly true in the early days of the church and will be true 
during the kingdom (Isa. 2:2 - 4; 45:14; Zech. 8:22). 

Jerusalem will be the center for worship in the world, and God will be 
glorified as the nations meet together with Israel to honor the Lord. 

Isaiah 55:6-13     Seek 

When God delivered His people from Babylon and took them 
safely back to their own land, it was a witness to the other 
nations. 

It l I l th t it t b li ht t thIt also gave Israel another opportunity to be a light to the 
Gentiles (49:6) and bring them to faith in the true and 
living God. 

While it was important for Israel to seek the Lord and be 
wholly devoted to Him, 

it was also important that they share this invitation with the 
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nations. 

Isaiah 55:6  A call to return to the LORD

6 Seek you the LORD while he may be found, 
Call on him while he is near.

Seek the LORD while he may be found

Repeatedly the Scriptures appeal to Israel and through her to 
all men to return to God, while there is yet time. 
"Today, if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts" 

(Psa. 95:7-8, also Isa.61:2 and Lk. 4:19). 
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We still live in "God's acceptable year" which may one day 
come to an end.

Isaiah 55:6  A call to return to the LORD
6 Seek you the LORD while he may be found, 

Call on him while he is near.
Seek the LORD while he may be found
What is in ol ed in “seeking the Lord”?What is involved in “seeking the Lord”? 

It means admitting that we are sinners and that we have 
offended the holy God. 
It means repenting (55:7), changing one’s mind about sin, 
and turning away from sin and to the Lord. 

We must turn to God in faith and believe His promise that in 
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mercy He will abundantly pardon. 
Repentance and faith go together: 

“repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). 
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Isaiah 55:6     While he may be found

6 Seek you the LORD while he may be found, 
Call on him while he is near.

Seek the LORD while he may be found
The phrase “while he may be found” suggests that, if we do 
not take His invitation seriously, the invitation may cease 
while we are delaying.

In the parable of the great supper, God closed the door 
on those who spurned His invitation (Luke 14:16 - 24; see 
Prov 1:20 - 33)
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Prov. 1:20 - 33). 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2)

Isaiah 55:7 
Let the wicked man forsake his way 

7 Let the wicked man forsake his way,
And the evil man his thoughts,d t e e a s t oug ts,
Let him return to the LORD and he will have mercy on him, 
And to our God, for be will abundantly pardon.

The wickedness of men is manifested in his thoughts and in his 
actions. 

These he must abandon as a precondition for repentance
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These he must abandon as a precondition for repentance.

Isaiah 55:7

7 Let the wicked man forsake his way,
And the evil man his thoughts,
Let him return to the LORD and he will have mercy on himLet him return to the LORD and he will have mercy on him, 
And to our God, for be will abundantly pardon.

Let him return to the LORD
The idea of repentance, in Hebrew, "teshuvah," is based on the 
word, "return“ - shuv. 

It is the dominant note and heart cry of the prophets:
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It is the dominant note and heart cry of the prophets: 
forsake your evil ways and return to God.

Isaiah 55:7
For he will have mercy on him … 

He will abundantly pardon

7 Let the wicked man forsake his way,
And the evil man his thoughts,
Let him return to the LORD and he will have mercy on him, 
And to our God, for be will abundantly pardon.

The vision of a compassionate God, who is anxious for the 
prodigal to repent and return to Him, is at the very heart of the 
Scriptures. 
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p
As expressed in the parable of the prodigal son (Lk 15:11-32)
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Isaiah 55:8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
Neither are your ways my ways, says the LORD.e t e a e you ays y ays, says t e O

Man can never fathom the depths and the greatness of God, 
except to the extent to which He has revealed Himself to him, 
through His Word, especially through the Incarnate Word, 
Christ. 

God is not only omnipotent and all wise, but also full of 
i d f i h t t Hi i
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compassion and forgiveness, when man turns to Him in 
repentance.

Isaiah 55:9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth

So are my ways higher than your ways
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

So are my ways higher than your ways, 
A d th ht th th htAnd my thoughts than your thoughts.

There is no comparison between man's thoughts and ways and 
God's.
It is not a mark of wisdom to try to second-guess God, 

His ways and thoughts are far beyond our comprehension.
We make God after our own image and conclude that He thinks 
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and acts just as we do (Ps. 50:21), and we are wrong! 
Try explaining the grace of God to an unsaved person who thinks 
that heaven is an award for achievers instead of the Father’s 
house for believers.

In this world, you work for what you get and you are suspicious 
of anything that is free. 

Isaiah 55:10 
just as the rain and snow descend from heaven

10 For just as the rain and the snow descend from heaven, 
And do not return until they have watered the earth, 
Causing it to bring forth and bud,g g ,
And to give seed to the sower and bread to the eater;

“Rain..sower...word” - Mt 13.
How does God go about calling and saving lost sinners?

By the power of His Word. 
God’s Word is seed (Luke 8:11). 
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Just as the rain and snow are never wasted but accomplish 
His purposes, so His Word never fails. 
“The word of our God shall stand forever” (Isa. 40:8). 
We never know how God will use even a casual word of 
witness to plant and water the seed in somebody’s heart. 

Isaiah 55:11
My Word shall not return to me void

11 So shall also my word be which proceeds out of my mouth, 
It shall not return to me void,
But will accomplish that which I please,
And prosper in that for which I sent it.
“Expositional Constancy” - idioms used throughout the Bible 

are used in the same way. Cf. Eccl 1:7
The Word of God has the same effect on the soul of man as the 
rain has on earth. 

Only the Word of God has the power to revive and to provide 
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y p p
food for the hungry and fainting soul. 
Only those who have been fed by the Word of God are able to 
feed others. 
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Isaiah 55:11
My Word shall not return to me void

11 So shall also my word be which proceeds out of my mouth, 
It shall not return to me void,
But will accomplish that which I please,
And prosper in that for which I sent it.
Jesus said:

Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But 
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life (John 

13 1 )
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4:13-14).
There is an explicit promise here that God's Word will 

everlastingly perform its appointed mission of bringing new life to 
man regardless how inauspicious and unpromising the 

momentary situation may seem.

Isaiah 55:12   For you shall go out with joy
12 For you shall go out with joy,

And shall be led forth in peace jubilantly,
The mountains and the hills shall break forth before you 
into singing,into singing,
And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Cf. Rom 8:16; Ps 98:8. 
The immediate reference appears to be to Israel's redemption 
from exile. 

The prophet's vision reaches out beyond the immediate 
circumstance and looks toward the greater redemption
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circumstance and looks toward the greater redemption 
which will one day encompass all of humanity and nature 
itself. 

The same thought was voiced later by the Apostle Paul 
(Rom. 8:2).

Isaiah 55:12 
And shall be led forth in peace jubilantly

12 For you shall go out with joy,
And shall be led forth in peace jubilantly,
The mountains and the hills shall break forth before you 
into singing,
And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

The Hebrew term "tubalun" is related to "yovel" from which 
comes our "jubilee." 

This was celebrated with a festive procession. 
Isaiah sees the hills and the mountains rejoicing and the trees
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Isaiah sees the hills and the mountains rejoicing and the trees 
clapping their hands. 

It is the expression of a deep conviction that man and nature 
are somehow united in a mystical bond of Divine destiny. 

When the kingdom is established, all of nature will sing to the 
Lord (32:13; 35:1-2; 44:23; 52:8-9). 

Isaiah 55:13
Instead of the thorn shall come up a cypress tree

And instead of the brier shall come up a myrtle tree

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up a cypress tree, 
And instead of the brier shall come up a myrtle tree. 
And this shall be to the LORD for a name,
For an everlasting sign which shall never be erased.

“Thorn” - Acacia bush (Ex 4) 
Isaiah sees human thorns and briers, unsightly and 
useless, fit only for the fire, 

transformed and regenerated by the grace of God
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transformed and regenerated by the grace of God 
through His living Word turned into tall, beautiful, useful 
and majestic cypress trees, 
and into fragrant myrtle trees which refresh and bless 
all those who come near them.
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Isaiah 55:13
And this shall be to the LORD for a name 

For an everlasting sign which shall never be erased 

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up a cypress tree, y
And instead of the brier shall come up a myrtle tree. 
And this shall be to the LORD for a name,
For an everlasting sign which shall never be erased.

Regenerated men and women are an undeniable proof and 
evidence of the transforming power of God. 

Their lives are a living testimony of God's amazing grace a
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Their lives are a living testimony of God s amazing grace, a 
testimony which cannot be denied.

Such a transfigured life will bring glory to the name of God.

Isaiah 56:1
1 Thus says the LORD:

Keep justice and follow righteousness.
For my salvation is near,
And my righteousness shall soon become manifest.

In view of the approaching salvation every Israelite is 
admonished to live righteously and to adhere to His 
covenant.

Those who adhere to God's covenant with Israel and live 
a righteous life will experience His salvation.

This promise applies also to proselytes and eunuchs
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This promise applies also to proselytes and eunuchs
God’s admonition to the remnant to “keep justice, and do 
righteousness” was not obeyed. When you read Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Haggai, and Malachi, you discover that the Jews 
soon forgot God’s goodness and returned to their old ways. 

Isaiah 56:2
2 Blessed is the man who does this,

And the son of man who holds fast to it, 
Who keeps the sabbath from being profaned, 
And withholds his hand from doing evil.

Blessed is the man. . . who keeps the sabbath... and 
withholds . . . from. . . evil
Essential to God's covenant with Israel, besides circumcision 
is the observance of the Sabbath and the avoidance of all evil.

Taking special time each week to remember the Lord and 
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worship Him helps us to obey His will.

The nation had gone into captivity because she had disobeyed 
the law of God, particularly the fourth commandment: 

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). 

Isaiah 56:2
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). 

This commandment was a special “sign” between God and the 
Jews (Isa 31:12-18; Neh. 9:13-14) 

it was never given to the Gentilesit was never given to the Gentiles. 

A Jew keeping the Sabbath was a visible sign that he belonged 
to and worship God Jehovah.

The Jews were rebuked for the careless way they treated the 
Sabbath 

D i th i ild d i (E k 20 10 26) d
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During their wilderness wanderings (Ezek. 20:10-26) and 
When they lived in the land (Jer. 17:19-27). 
Even after their return to the Holy Land after the captivity, 
the Jews continued to violate the Sabbath (Neh. 13:15-22
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Isaiah 56:2
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). 

The Sabbath day is the 7th day of the week, the day that God 
sanctified when He completed creation (Gen. 2:1 - 3). 
S d i th L d’ d th 1st d f th k d itSunday is the Lord’s day, the 1st day of the week, and it 
commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

To call Sunday “the Sabbath” or “the Christian Sabbath” is to 
confuse these two important days. 

The Sabbath was a sign to the Jews and belongs to the law: 
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You labor for six days, and then you rest. 

The Lord’s day speaks of resurrection and belongs to grace. 
God’s people trust in Christ, and then the works follow. 

Isaiah 56:2
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). 

God never before asked the Gentiles to join the Jews in 
keeping the Sabbath, 

but here He calls the very people He prohibited frombut here He calls the very people He prohibited from 
entering His covenant nation: foreigners and eunuchs 
(Deu 23:1-8). 

This is another picture of the grace of God (Acts 8:26). 
The invitation is “Everyone come!” 

It applies to sinners today, but it will apply in a special way 

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

318

when Israel enters her kingdom, 
the temple services are restored, and 
the Sabbath is once again a part of Jewish worship. 

Isaiah 56:3
3 Let the foreigner, who has attached himself to the LORD, 

Not say: 
"The LORD has surely separated me from his people." 

Neither let the eunuchs say:Neither let the eunuchs say: 
"Behold I am a dried up tree.“

"The foreigners“ apparently refers to the Gentiles who were 
attracted to the worship of Jehovah and became proselytes 
adhering strictly to the ritual and ethical ordinances of Israel, 
following justice and righteousness, also observing the 
S bb th
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Sabbath.
The Sabbath was singled out, because it is a visible 
profession of Jehovah as Creator and Lord of their lives.’

Isaiah 56:3
3 Let the foreigner, who has attached himself to the LORD, 

Not say: 
"The LORD has surely separated me from his people." 

Neither let the eunuchs say: y
"Behold I am a dried up tree.“

Eunuchs - Levitical law requires them to be cut off from 
congregation. 

Deu 23:1 says a person who has been physically 
emasculated could not be a member of the congregation of 
Israel
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Israel.
In the case of the Jewish eunuchs, Isaiah refers to involuntary 
emasculation inflicted on them by their pagan captors when 
they selected them for service in their harems.

Here through Isaiah God is giving them grace
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Isaiah 56:3
3 Let the foreigner, who has attached himself to the LORD, 

Not say: 
"The LORD has surely separated me from his people." 

Neither let the eunuchs say: 
"B h ld I d i d t “"Behold I am a dried up tree.“

The same prohibition applied to the Ammonites and Moabites 
because of their hostile treatment of the Israelites when they 
were wandering through their territories on their way back from 
Egypt to the Promised Land (Deu. 23:4). 

A noticeable exception was Ruth the Moabitess, the 

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

321

ancestor of King David. 
It is possible that the prohibition applied only to men and 
not to women.

The Ammonites, Moabites and eunuchs developed a natural 
sense of inferiority. 

Isaiah 56:4-5
4 For thus says the LORD

To the eunuchs who keep my sabbath,
And have chosen to do that which pleases me, 
And to hold fast to my covenant.

5 To them shall I give within my house and my walls, 
A lasting memorial, better than sons and daughters, 
An everlasting name that will never be erased.

They were not to consider themselves "as dried up trees." 
Because of their devoted service to the LORD, they shall 
have a more lasting memorial (yad veshem, literally, "a
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have a more lasting memorial (yad veshem, literally, a 
hand and a name") than sons and daughters.

The Mt. Zion memorial to the six million Jewish 
victims of Hitler is known as "Yad va-shem," literally "a 
hand and a name" (Isa. 6:7), a common expression 
for a lasting memorial.

Isaiah 56:6-7
6 And the sons of foreigners

Who attach themselves to the LORD to serve him,
To love the name of the LORD and to be his servants, 
Who keep the sabbath from being profaned,
And to hold fast to my covenant.

7 Them will I bring to my holy mountain, 
And make them rejoice in my house of prayer. 
Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
Shall be acceptable upon mine altar;
For my house shall be called:
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"A house of prayer for all peoples.“
These proselytes and eunuchs will not only be admitted to 

full membership in the household of Israel, but their offerings 
and sacrifices will be acceptable to the LORD, just as those 

of any other God-fearing Israelite.

Isaiah 56:7
7 Them will I bring to my holy mountain, 

And make them rejoice in my house of prayer. 
Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
Shall be acceptable upon mine altar;
For my house shall be called:
"A house of prayer for all peoples.“

“House of prayer for ALL peoples” – quoted in Mark 11:17.
King Solomon in his dedicatory prayer of the Temple (1 Kgs. 
8:41-43) looked forward to the day when foreigners from 
distant lands would come to worship the LORD on Mt. Zion. 
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Isaiah explicitly states that God's Holy Temple will be a 
universal house of prayer for all peoples. 

Jesus quoted those words when He drove out the 
merchants from the Temple (Mat. 21:13; Luk. 19:48).
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Isaiah 56:8
8 Thus says the LORD God who gathers the scattered of 
Israel,

I will yet gather to him others
Besides those already gathered.

Thus says the Lord God.

These words are a solemn declaration that Jehovah intends 
to break down the middle wall of partition between God-
fearing Jews and Gentiles, 

a promise which was fulfilled in Christ and later confirmed 
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p
by the Apostle Paul:

For he is our peace who has made both one and 
has broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us (Eph. 2:14).

Isaiah 56:8
8 Thus says the LORD God who gathers the scattered of 
Israel,

I will yet gather to him others
Besides those already gathered.

In addition to the ingathering of scattered Israel, the Lord will 
add others to His flock from among the nations, those who 
would come freely to worship Him. 

This verse enlarges verse 7, and reminds us of the words 
of Jesus:

And other sheep I have which are not in the fold them
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And other sheep I have which are not in the fold, them 
also must I bring, and they shall hear my voice. And 

there shall be one fold and one shepherd (John 10:16).

Isaiah 56:9 - 59:21
ACCUSATION AGAINST THE SINNERS
The Isaiah now delivers a series of indictments against the 
disobedient in the nation: 

• the leaders (56:9 - 57:2),the leaders (56:9 57:2), 
• the idolaters (57:3 - 13), 
• the proud and greedy (57:14 - 21), 
• the hypocritical worshippers (58:1 - 14), and 
• those responsible for injustice in the land (59:1 - 21). 

But even in His wrath, God remembers mercy (Hab. 3:2); 
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Along with these indictments, the Lord pleads with people 
to humble themselves and submit to Him. 

Isaiah 56:9 - 57:2
The leaders of the nation
It was the godless conduct of the leaders that caused Judah 
to fall to Babylon (Lam. 4:13 - 14). 

Had the prophets, priests, and rulers turned to God inHad the prophets, priests, and rulers turned to God in 
repentance and faith, He would have intervened on their 
behalf, but they persisted in their rebellion. 

Isaiah called them:
“blind watchmen” who cannot see the enemy coming,
“sleeping dogs” who could not bark their warning even if 
the ere a ake!
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they were awake! 
The leaders were not alert; 

they loved to sleep, and 
when they were awake, they loved to eat and drink. 
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Isaiah 56:9 - 57:2
The leaders of the nation

Spiritual leaders are “watchmen” (Ezek. 3:17 - 21; 33:1 - 11) 
who must be awake to the dangers that threaten God’s 
peoplepeople. 
They are “shepherds” who must put the care of the flock 
ahead of their own desires. 

When the foreign invaders (“beasts of the field”) come, the 
shepherds must protect the flock, no matter what the danger 
might be. 
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(Acts 20:18 - 38 for the description of a faithful spiritual 
ministry.)

Isaiah 56:9 - 57:2
The leaders of the nation

God permitted the unrighteous leaders to live and suffer the 
terrible consequences of their sins, q ,

but the righteous people died before the judgment fell. 
The godly found rest and peace, and the ungodly 
went into captivity, and some of them were killed. 

Rebellious people do not deserve dedicated spiritual leaders. 

When His people reject His Word and prefer worldly leaders
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When His people reject His Word and prefer worldly leaders, 
God may give them exactly what they desire and let them 
suffer the consequences. 

Isaiah 56:9
9 All beasts of the field come to devour, 

All you beasts in the forest!

The beasts of the fields and the forest are the foreignThe beasts of the fields and the forest are the foreign 
oppressors of Israel, 

Israel has been abandoned by her own leaders and is 
about to become the prey of her rapacious neighbors, 
"the beasts of the fields.”
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Isaiah 56:10
10 His watchmen are all blind and ignorant, 

They are dumb dogs, which cannot bark, 
They rave, they lie down and love to slumber.

As Jeremiah did in Jer 23 Isaiah denounces Israel'sAs Jeremiah did in Jer 23, Isaiah denounces Israel s 
watchmen of his own day. 

They were blind and ignorant of what ailed their people 
and what was happening around them. 
Instead of being seers and prophets, they were dumb 
dogs, which cannot bark to warn people.
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Isaiah 56:10
10 His watchmen are all blind and ignorant, 

They are dumb dogs, which cannot bark, 
They rave, they lie down and love to slumber.

They rave, they lie down and love to slumber.

There is a play on words in the Hebrew text: 
Isaiah declares that the leaders of Israel, 

instead of being "chozim“ - "seers," 
are "hozim" - "ravers and babblers"; 
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lazy dogs which love to slumber when they 
should be alert and watchful.

Isaiah 56:11
11 These greedy dogs which cannot be satisfied,

And such are the shepherds;
They have no ability to understand
Each one has turned to his own way,
Each of them seeks his own gain, all of them without 
exception.

Israel's watchmen and shepherds. 
They are greedy and insatiable dogs. 

All of them, without exception, seek their own gain. 
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They have lost their capacity for moral or spiritual 
discernment.

Isaiah 56:12
12 "Come, and I will fetch wine, (they say),

And we will fill ourselves with strong drink, 
And tomorrow will be just as today,
Only much bigger and better “Only much bigger and better.

The last stroke in this dismal picture of Israel's shepherds 
portrays them as drunkards and debauchers of the people. 

In a land so rich in vineyards, alcoholism was one of 
the major problems which plagued the nation, 
especially the "upper class."
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Isaiah 56:12
12 "Come, and I will fetch wine, (they say),

And we will fill ourselves with strong drink, 
And tomorrow will be just as today,
Only much bigger and better.“

Here is a picture of complete moral degradation, utterly 
unbecoming of God's people, called to be "a holy nation." 

Instead of being aware of and correcting their deploable
condition, they console themselves with “tomorrow is a new 
day”, “the best is yet to come”, “we have a great future”
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The drunken scene, similar to Isaiah 28:1-8, would fit 
better into some pagan, drunken feast to a false god, 
than into the life of God's chosen shepherds.
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Isaiah 57:1

1 The righteous perish and nobody takes it to heart, 
The godly are removed and none understands
That the righteous is removed from the evil to come.

As a result of the wicked rule of the ungodly, mentioned in the 
previous chapter (56:9-12), the godly and the righteous 
perish. 

The prophet's scathing words may reflect the situation in 
Judah under the reign of Manasseh of whom we read: 
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"Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he had 
filled Jerusalem from one end to another" (2 Ki. 21:16).

Isaiah 57:1

1 The righteous perish and nobody takes it to heart, 
The godly are removed and none understands
That the righteous is removed from the evil to come.

Yet Isaiah has a word of consolation for the righteous who 
perish innocently.

the righteous is removed from the evil to come
“Righteous are gathered in out of the way of evil.”
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Terrible judgment is coming upon the evildoers, 
but the godly shall be spared the coming evil.

Isaiah 57:2

2 He shall enter into peace, 
they shall repose on their beds. 
Each one who walks in integrity.

The grave is here called a bed - mishkav, 
A description of the ancient graves hollowed out in rocky 
caves. 

The godly people who walked in uprightness and died as 
martyrs will enter into the peace of God. 
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The thought of immortality is implied but not expressly stated.

Isaiah 57:3-13

During the last days of Judah and Jerusalem, before Babylon 
came, the land and the city were polluted with idols. 

King Hezekiah and King Josiah had led the people in 
destroying the idols and the high places, but as soon as 
an ungodly king took the throne, the people went right 
back to their old ways. 

Both Isaiah and Jeremiah told the people that God would 
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punish them for breaking His law, but they persisted in the 
ways of the godless nations around them. 
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Isaiah 57:3

3 But as for you, come on here, you sons of witches, 
The spawn of the adulterer and the harlot.

Isaiah addresses the Jewish idolatorsIsaiah addresses the Jewish idolators. 
Not only they but their ancestors were adulterers and 
harlots. 

They come from a long line of sinners.

God sees idolatry as adultery and prostitution.
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Isaiah 57:3
3 But as for you, come on here, you sons of witches, 

The spawn of the adulterer and the harlot.
The people knew it was wrong, but they arrogantly practiced 
their sensual worship (“inflaming yourselves with idols”)their sensual worship ( inflaming yourselves with idols ) 
without shame. 
You would find them everywhere: 

• visiting the shrine prostitutes under the green trees in 
the groves, 

• offering their children in the fire in the valley, 
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• worshipping under the cliffs and by the smooth boulders, 
• sacrificing up in the mountains, and 
• committing fornication behind the doors of their houses. 

Publicly and privately, the people were devoted to idols and 
immorality. 

Isaiah 57:4

4 Whom are you mocking?
Against whom do you open wide your mouths 
and stick out your tongue?y g
Are you not children of wickedness, a brood of 
falsehood?

The mockery by the wicked of the godly is extremely vulgar. 
They contort their faces, stick out their tongues, thus 
showing their utter contempt for God and for His servants.
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2 Pet 2:7.

Isaiah 57:5
5 You who burn with lust under the oaks, 

And under every spreading tree,
Who slaughter children in the valleys, 
Under the clefts of the rocks.

Sexual promiscuity and the sacrifice of children on pagan altarsSexual promiscuity and the sacrifice of children on pagan altars 
were all part of Semitic idolatry. 

Some of the temples employed "sacred prostitutes," who acted 
as priestesses and priests of the gods, especially of Ashtereth
or Astarte, the Semitic Venus. 

The cult of Moloch demanded the sacrifice of children. 
Child sacrifice
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Child sacrifice. 
Ahaz (2 Kgs 16:3; 2 Chr 28:3).  Manasseh (2 Kgs 21:6).

This murderous cult was practiced by King Manasseh in the 
Valley of Hinnom, below Mt. Zion (2 Chr. 33:6).

An altar to Moloch was set up in the Valley of Hinom (2 Kgs
3:27; Micah 6:7, 2 Kgs 17:7) by Israel 
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Isaiah 57:6
6 Among the smooth stones of the valley there is thy 
portion, 

These, these are thy lot,
To these hast thou poured out a libation,To these hast thou poured out a libation,
And offered a meal offering,
Should I be appeased by such doings?

Certain smooth stones of the riverbeds, polished by the swift 
running waters, were anointed with oil and became the 
objects of pagan worship. 
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The famous black rock in Mecca, still venerated by the 
Mohammedans, was, according to an ancient tradition, 
long before the Muslim era, such an object of pagan 
worship.

Isaiah 57:6
6 Among the smooth stones of the valley there is thy 
portion, 

These, these are thy lot,
To these hast thou poured out a libation,
And offered a meal offering,
Should I be appeased by such doings?

"The smooth stones of the valley" is a play on words, in Hebrew 
- "be-chalked nachal chelukeich." 

Israel had a part in these heathen rites. 
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To these stones they offered libations and meal offerings. 

What a degradation for a people who were privileged to know 
Jehovah and were called to be His witnesses, to fall down to 

wood and stones to worship them.

Isaiah 57:6
6 Among the smooth stones of the valley there is thy 
portion, 

These, these are thy lot,
To these hast thou poured out a libation,
And offered a meal offering,
Should I be appeased by such doings?

God pronounced judgment on the original population of 
Canaan to avoid Israel becoming infected with such moral and 
spiritual perversion .

In spite of this, many Israelites succumbed to idolatry 
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p y y
which was inextricably mixed up with sexual license in the 
guise of religion.

Should I be appeased by such doings?
Should the holy and righteous Lord be satisfied by all this 
perversion?

Isaiah 57:7-8
7 Upon a high and lofty mountain

Hast thou set thy bed,
And there hast thou gone up to offer sacrifices.

8 And behind the doors and the doorposts8 And behind the doors and the doorposts, 
Didst thou set up thy signs,
There hast thou exposed thyself and gone away from me,
Thou hast made thy bed wide, 
And hast come to terms with them, 
Thou hast loved the bed of anyone 
Who beckoned thee with his hand.
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The text hardly needs further explanation.
“Thy remembrance” – may be a reference to a phallic 
talisman
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Isaiah 57:9
9 And thou wentest to Moloch with ointment, richy perfumed. 

And hast sent thy procurers to far away lands,
Even down to Sheol itself.

Not content with local deities, the Israelites sent their messengers to 
far away shrines even to Sheol itself to find more idols to worshipfar away shrines, even to Sheol itself to find more idols to worship.

“King” = “Melech” in Hebrew - same letters as Molech.
Only the vowels were changed 
Indicates the deep aversion to the bloodthirsty pagan idol.

Israel was guilty of consorting with pagan leaders and trusting them 
for protection instead of trusting God. 

To trust a pagan ruler and his army was the same as trusting the

1/17/2015

Th
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f I

sa
ia

h

349

To trust a pagan ruler and his army was the same as trusting the 
false god that he worshipped (Isa 30:1-7; 31:1-3)

False worship described idiomatically as adultery.
Idolatrous Hebrew women would anoint themselves and use 
costly perfumes while serving the worshippers and pagan 
priestesses of Moloch.

Isaiah 57:10
10 Thou hast wearied thyself out with all thy traveling, 

Yet hast never said, "This is useless,"
But as soon as you recovered you were not affected.

In search of strange gods the idolators of Israel 
never wearied, and 
never considered that all this pagan worship was less 
than useless, 

as soon as they caught their breath, they remained 
unaffected and carried on as before
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unaffected and carried on as before.

They found false strength in their political alliances and 
refused to admit that these treaties were hopeless.

Isaiah 57:11

11 Of whom were you so afraid and in terror, as to 
deny me, 

And hast not remembered me, nor given me any 
thought?thought?
Is it because I have kept silence for so long, 
That thou hast ceased to fear me?

Jehovah is asking His people this question, 
What have I done to you that you forgot me?
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The apostate Israelites took the silence of their God for 
indifference, rather than attribute it to His longsuffering.

Isaiah 57:12

12 I will now declare thy "righteousness,"
And thy actions, but they shall not profit thee.

An example of divine irony.

What they consider as their "righteousness" will not help 
them when their actions will be brought to light. 

Man's "righteousness" or moral code is starkly 
contradicted by his actions, even by the standards of 
his own light
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his own light.
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Isaiah 57:13a
13 When thou criest, let thy bunch of idols save thee. 

But all of them shall be carried off by the wind, 
A breath shall blow them away.

The unfaithful of Israel have accumulated a whole collection of gods. 
Since they have put their trust in these useless idols, let them 
now, in the hour of their need, come to their rescue. 

God would expose their sin and judge it, and when that happened, 
their collection of idols (“companies”) would not save them.

All these idols are completely worthless, a breath of wind will carry 
them off.   
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When the storm starts blowing, the idols will blow away like chaff . 
They are “vanity,” which means “nothingness.” 
The storm does not make a person; it shows what the person is made 
of and where his or her faith lies. 

If we make the Lord our refuge, we have nothing to fear. 

Isaiah 57:13a
13 When thou criest, let thy bunch of idols save thee. 

But all of them shall be carried off by the wind, 
A breath shall blow them away.

Anything that we trust other than the Lord becomes our god and yt g t at e t ust ot e t a t e o d beco es ou god a d
therefore is an idol. 

It may be our training, experience, job, money, friends, or position. 
One of the best ways to find out whether we have idols in our lives is 
to ask ourselves, 

Where do I instinctively turn when I face a decision or need to 
solve a problem?
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Do we reach for the phone to call a friend? 
Do we assure ourselves that we can handle the situation 
ourselves?

Or do we turn to God to seek His will and receive His help? 

Isaiah 57:13b
13b But he who has made me his refuge

Shall possess the earth and inherit my holy mountain.

Help and salvation are only in Jehovah. 
Those who trust Him shall, in the end, inherit the earth 
and enjoy the fellowship and blessing of God. 

"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth" 
(Mt. 5:5).
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Isaiah 57:14-21

God has a word of encouragement for the faithful remnant: 
The highway will be built and the obstacles removed, so that 
the exiles might return to the land and serve the Lordthe exiles might return to the land and serve the Lord. 

The “highway” theme:  see Isa 11:16.) 

God will dwell with them because they are humble in spirit 
(Isa 66:2; Ps. 34:18; 51:17). 

Pride is a sin that God hates (Prov. 6:16 - 17) 
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and that God resists (1 Peter 5:5 - 6).
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Isaiah 57:14
14 And he shall say:

Build up, build up, prepare a highway,
Remove the roadblocks from the path of my people.

Th k i th L d h ill d th tiThe speaker is the Lord who will command the nations, 
who are His chosen instruments, to prepare a highway 
and to remove the roadblocks from the path of His people. 

The above words may refer to the return of the exiles to their 
homeland, but they also have a much wider significance. 

God is always able and willing to prepare a way of escape 
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for His people, no matter how bleak and hopeless their 
situation may appear. 

The same thought and in almost the same words is 
expressed in Isaiah 40:3   (1 Cor. 10:13).

Isaiah 57:15
15 For thus says the High and Exalted One,

Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
I dwell in the high and holy place,
And with him who is of a broken and humble spirit 
To revive the spirit of the humble,
And to quicken the hearts of the contrite.

The glory of the Lord is manifested not only in His holiness and 
majesty, but above all in the fact that He condescends to receive 
those who are of a broken and humble spirit. Ps 51:17
“Eternity” - error in our mathematics, time is a physical property. 
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God is outside of time (Ps 90:2).
“High and holy place” - Heaven of Heavens (1 Kgs 8:27). 

Light whom no man can approach (1 Tim 6:16). 
Holy habitation (Zech 2:13).

Contrite = crushed

Isaiah 57:16

16 For I will not contend for ever,
Nor will I always be angry.
For the spirit would pine away before me, p p y
And the souls which I have made.

In relation to Israel the Lord is not only a God of justice and 
judgment, but also a God of mercy. 

If the Lord should always chide and punish, the spirit and 
the soul of man could not endure it.
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Isaiah 57:17
17 For the iniquity of his greed, was I angry and smote him,

I hid my face and was wroth,
But he continued in his wilful way.

Th t f i ti ll d d lf kiThe nature of man is essentially greedy and self-seeking. 
This is what provokes divine anger. 

Yet in spite of the afflictions which result from His anger, some 
continue perversely because of the inherent wickedness of their 
hearts.

God was “enraged” by Israel’s “sinful greed” and repeatedly
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God was enraged  by Israel s sinful greed  and repeatedly 
chastened them for it, but they would not change.

“Smote” - repeated action (140 years between accession of 
Hezekiah and completion of captivity).
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Isaiah 57:18
18 Yet have I considered his ways and I will heal him,

And will bring comfort to him and to his mourners,
I create the fruit of the lips.

God had often “taken Israel to court” and proved them guilty, yet they 
would not submitwould not submit. 

But now that was over. 
The time had come for God to heal them, guide them, and 
comfort them.

Although God knows what is in men's hearts, yet is He willing to heal 
them in distress and to comfort them in affliction.
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"The fruit of the lips" is a figure of speech for "the words which fall 
from the lips."

God's final word to man is not anger and punishment, but mercy 
and healing.

This quality of divine mercy surpasses human compassion. 
Its supreme manifestation was Christ. 

Isaiah 57:19
19 Peace, peace to him who is so far and to him who is 
near,

Say the LORD, he who will heal him.

"Sh l h l " " " th id f"Shalom, shalom" - "peace, peace" conveys the idea of 
complete or perfect peace. 

Peace, peace to him who is far and to him who is near 

This peace the Lord has in store not only for those who are of 
the household of Israel but for those of the Gentiles, who were 
once far from God but have come near to Him through the
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once far from God but have come near to Him through the 
Messiah of Israel. 

He (Christ) came and preached peace to you (Gentiles) who 
were once far off and to them who were near (the Jews)

(Eph. 2:17).

Isaiah 57:20

20 But as for the wicked, 
they are like the troubled sea, that cannot rest,
And its waters cast up foam and filth.

A striking comparison of the heart of the wicked to the 
restless and stormy sea which keeps on casting up foam and 
filth.

“Troubled sea” - here and Jude 13.

Gentile nations are depicted as the sea
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Gentile nations are depicted as the sea. 
Dan 7, four beasts rise up out of the sea; 
Rev 13, beast rises out of sea, another out of earth.

Isaiah 57:21

21 There is no peace, says my God, to the wicked.

This is God's judgment concerning the ungodly (reshaim). 
By the inherent sinfulness of their nature the wicked areBy the inherent sinfulness of their nature, the wicked are 
condemned to constant turmoil and to self-destruction.

Isa 48:22
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