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Chapters 2 & 3
• The Babylonian captivity had been extensively
prophesied well in advance
(
(Isa
29:5-7; Jer 25:8-12).
)
• Daniel, taken captive as a teenager in the first of the
three sieges, came to know from reading the
Jeremiah prophecy that the captivity would last for
70 years.
• That is when he went to prayer which was
interrupted by Gabriel and the 70 week vision of
Daniel 9:24-27.
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Daniel
deported

Ezekiel
deported

Decree of
Cyrus

Persian Empire

1-3 The Call of the Prophet
Chapter 1  The vision of the Throne of God
Chapter 2-3  Ezekiel’s call, preparation
and office as a watchman
4-24 God’s Judgment on Jerusalem (Given before the siege
of Jerusalem)
25-32 God’s Judgment on the Muslim Nations (Given during
the siege)
33-48 The Restoration of the Jews (Given after the siege)
33-36 They return to their land
37 They experience new life and unity
38-39 They are protected from Gog and Magog
40-48 The Millennial Kingdom.

Babylon
Decree of
Artaxerxes

1st Siege
2nd Siege

Triggers the 70 Weeks of Daniel

3rd Siege

“Servitude of the Nation”
“Desolations of Jerusalem”
Daniel Ezekiel

Haggai

2nd

Ezra

Chronicles

Zechariah

Malachi

Nehemiah

Ezekiel 2
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Intro Chapter 2‐3
Outline of Ezekiel
Ch.
1–3
The Call of the Prophet
4–24
God’s Judgment on Jerusalem
(Given before the siege of Jerusalem)
25–32 God’s Judgment on the Muslim Nations
(Given during the siege)
33–48 The Restoration of the Jews
(Given after the siege)
33–36 They return to their land
37
They experience new life and unity
38–39 They are protected from Gog and Magog
40–48 The Millennial Kingdom
2012-01-10
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Outline of Ezekiel
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The Call of the Prophet
.
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Ezekiel 2:1
1] And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will
speak unto thee.

11

Ezekiel 2:1
1] And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I
will speak unto thee.

“Son of man“: a common Semitic way of indicating an individual man
P 4
Ps.
4:2;
2 57
57:4;
4 58
58:1;
1 144
144:3;
3 JJer. 49
49:18,
18 33
33; 50
50:40;
40 51
51:43
43
"Son of" indicates a close relationship even when it does not
describe literal sonship
(e.g., "son of peace," i.e., a person associated with peace,
Luke 10:6).
"Son of man“: a distinctive title in this prophecy
Stresses the humanity of the prophet in contrast to the
supernatural creatures and the deity of the glorious Lord.
This title in Hebrew appears 93X in Ezekiel and only once
elsewhere in the Old Testament.
ben 'adam, “Son of adam”, describes Daniel (Daniel 8:17)

Son of Adam”
Adam lit: “son
son of the dust.”
dust. (93X)
“Son
Only these two men in the Old Testament were called by
this title - Ezekiel and Daniel
Being called by this title Ezekiel is reminded that:
- He was dependent on the Spirit's power, which enabled
him to receive the message of God (v. 2) and
- He was to deliver it in the power and by the authority of
the Lord, not his own feeble power or authority.
'This is what the Sovereign LORD says' (v. 4).“

9

10

Ezekiel 2:1
1] And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I
will speak unto thee.
In the Ne
New Testament
Testament, "son of man" describes a person who
ho is
both God and man (Dan. 7:13, ben 'ish).
The favorite title that Jesus used of Himself in the Gospels.
Matt. 8:20; 9:6; 11:19; Mark 2:28; 10:45; Luke 19:10; et al.
(anthropos) - 86X in the New Testament
In view of its use in the Old Testament, "son of man" as used by
Jesus in the New Testament stressed
• Jesus' true humanity and
• His dependence on the Spirit of God as well as His deity.

11

12

Ezekiel 2:1
1] And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I
will speak unto thee.
...stand… : Ezekiel had been overwhelmed and was prostrate!
“...stand…”:
Yahweh instructed Ezekiel to stand on his feet because the
Lord wanted to speak with him.
God is not interested in prostrate paralysis and fear but in
reasonable obedient service. . . .
It is the man standing in his God given position before
God that God will empower, have fellowship with, and is
the one to whom he will speak."

10
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Ezekiel 2:2
2] And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me,
and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me.

15

Why 70 Years?
2 Chronicles tells us that is why they were enslaved in Babylon
for exactly 70 years (2 Chr 36:21):
They were supposed to keep (till) the ground for six years;
The seventh year was to be a Sabbath for the land.
They failed to not keep that (Lev 25).
After 490 years, God said, “You owe me 70.”
It was to make up for those years when they had violated His
laws with respect to the land.
He took the land away from them for 70 years
years.
This becomes particularly heavy when you realize that they
had been sent prophet after prophet after prophet to get
them to repent,
and they did not listen nor did they repent.

In Old Testament times the Holy Spirit did not indwell all
believers but indwelt (overwhelmed) selected persons
temporarily for divine service
The Holy Spirit, perhaps felt as a wind sent from God,
blew over and entered Ezekiel as the Lord spoke to him
p and hear what the Lord was
He enabled him to stand up
saying.
Exo 4:10-15; 31:1-11; 1Sa 10:9-11; Ps 51:11;
Jer 1:4-19; Dan 8:18; Eze 3:24; Act 2:4; Eph 5:18
13

15

14

Ezekiel 2:3
3] And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of
Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and
their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day.
The Lord explained that He was sending Ezekiel to the Israelites who
had rebelled against Him and who were still rebellious.
'rebellious‘: the key to the attitude of Israel throughout the book.
It was (and is) their pattern of behavior

“...rebellious nation”: used 7X in 10 verses; 17X in total
Ezek 2:5-6, 8; 3:9, 26-27; 12:3, 9, 25; 17:12; 24:3; 44:6
“nation”  goi: not normally used of Israel!
Israel is usually contrasted with the “nations”
They had become “Lo-ammi,”: not the people of God (Hos 1:9)

16

Ezekiel 2:4
4] For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. I do send
thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord GOD.
The people to whom God was sending Ezekiel were stubborn
and obstinate (lit. hard-faced and hard-hearted) like children..

“I do send thee unto them”: When God calls, He empowers.
Ezekiel used the two-fold name: “LORD God”
Adonay Yahweh, 217X vs. 103X elsewhere in OT.
“Adonai YHWH” – “Lord God” stresses both:
- God’s sovereign authority and
- His covenant-keeping faithfulness.

In their rebellion, they had become as one of the ‘nations’ in behavior.
14
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“Thus Saith the Lord”
By using that phrase, a prophet exposed himself to be charged
guilty of a capital crime.
The Nation Israel, even in its idolatry, took the concept of
blasphemy very seriously…
If you pretended to be speaking on behalf of God
Himself, you took your life into your hands.
The people would to put you to the test. If you failed the
test, they stoned you (Deut 18:20-22).
g as being
g the
Ezekiel was instructed to declare his message
Word of God itself.
Ezekiel’s was the hardest job imaginable.
Contrast the ordeals of Ezekiel with those of Daniel who
at least had the compensations of living in the king’s
court with some faithful companion’s.
17

6] And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them,
neither be afraid of their words,
though briers and thorns be with thee, and
thou dost dwell among scorpions:
be not afraid of their words,
nor be dismayed at their looks,
though they be a rebellious house.
God is describing the job He is calling Ezekiel to…
Ezekiel was not to fear the Israelites to whom he was to minister
even though their reactions to him might be as uncomfortable as
pricking thorns or stinging scorpions (Josh. 1:9).
The words and actions of the people would not and could not harm
him even though they were a disobedient, rebellious people
(Isa 6:9-10; Jer 1:18-19).
19

18

Ezekiel 2:5
5] And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear,
(for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath
been a prophet among them.
As a result of Ezekiel's ministry these people would know
• that a prophet had been among them,
• that God had sent a messenger to them,
whether they chose to listen or not.
They might not listen because they were a rebellious "house"
house
(nation), but Ezekiel was not to change his message to
accommodate his hearers.
Fulfillment of his message is the true test of a true prophet
Deut 18:21-22; Jer 28:9

19

Ezekiel 2:6

20

Ezekiel 2:7
7] And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will
hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.
Whether these rebels listened or not, Ezekiel was to continue
announcing God's messages to them. He was not to quit…

The measure of success in God's work is not usually measured
in terms numbers or the frequency of a visible response.
Success is to be measured in terms of our obedience to the
words, commands, and known will of God regardless of the
response or visible results [Mat 25:21,
25:21 23; 1Co 4:2].
4:2]
It is a rare person who can faithfully and patiently carry out a
task knowing that people will hate them for what they are doing.
This is what God called Ezekiel to do.
His faithfulness challenges our own.

18
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Ezekiel 2:8
8] But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not
thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth,
and eat that I give thee.

23

Ezekiel 2:10
10] And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without:
and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.
The Lord spread
p
out the scroll before the p
prophet.
p

The Lord's emphasized to Ezekiel the necessity of hearing
what He was saying to him.
It is imperative that the messenger understand and
assimilate God's message prior to acting as a spokesman
for the Lord.
g needed to take care to deliver it
Then the messenger
accurately.
The Lord warned Ezekiel not to be rebellious like the people
of Israel but to listen to Him and receive the messages and
digest the messages that God would feed him
Deut. 8:3; Jer. 15:16; Matt. 4:4; John 6:53-58
21

Normally scrolls had writing on only one side, but this one had
writing on both sides; it was full of revelation:
It carried a message that could be read before and while it was
being opened and unrolled – usually a description indicating who
could legally open, unroll and read the internal message.
It carried a message that could only be read after it was opened
and unrolled.
There are only two scrolls described this way in Scripture:
• One is given to Ezekiel to “eat” (Ezek 3:1);
• The other is the Seven Sealed Scroll, which also brings judgment
(Rev 5).
23

22

Ezekiel 2:9
9] And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me;
and, lo, a roll of a book was therein;

24

Ezekiel 2:10
10] And he spread it before me; and it was written within and
without: and there was written therein lamentations, and
mourning, and woe.
Exekiel saw that inside it was full of lamentations, mourning,
and woes (i.e., bad news).

“...behold, an hand was sent unto me...”:
Ezekiel then saw a hand extending a scroll to him.

This accurately summarizes the contents of Ezekiel 4-32.
It does not, however, reflect the latter part of the book, in which
the prophet spoke of Israel’s restoration.

Whose hand? (Ezek 3:2)

This could explain why Ezekiel was recommissioned in
Chapter 33
- the content of his message was substantially
changed after his message of woe was fulfilled.
22
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Ezekiel 3
.

27

Ezekiel 3: The Setting
False prophets were still telling the people that they were God’s
people and they would soon go back home.

The Preparation of the Prophet

These false prophets accused Ezekiel charging him with:
Wh d
Who
do you thi
think
k you are tto ttellll us th
these thi
things?
?
We are God’s people, and we are going back to our land.
We will not be in captivity a long time.
But, God had told Ezekiel to tell them that they were:
• not going back.
• going to be in captivity for 70 years just as Jeremiah said.
• going to be in Babylon 70 years, and
• going to work hard there along the canals, working in the
fields and building buildings.
It was going to be a hard time for them.
27

26

Ezekiel 3: The Setting
Jeremiah was a different type of individual from Ezekiel.
Jeremiah was the prophet of the broken heart, tears often
streaming from his eyes.
At that moment in history God needed Jeremiah to tell
His people that it was breaking His heart to send them
into captivity.
Now the people have gone into captivity.
They are bitter and rebellious.
But as yet:
But,
The temple had not yet been burned,
Nor had the city of Jerusalem destroyed.
It would be 7 years after this group of captives arrived in
Babylon that that destruction would occur.
26
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Ezekiel 3:1‐2
1] Moreover he said unto me, Son of man; eat this roll, and
go speak unto the house of Israel.
2] So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll.
The Lord told Ezekiel to eat the scroll,
a symbolic way of telling him to mentally consume,
internalize, and assimilate its contents
– He was to make the message part of himself
…part of who he was
Similar
S
a passages
passages:
Jer 15:16; Deut 8:3; Ps 19:10; 119:103; Rev 10:8-11
No one ought to preach or teach the Word whose heart is not
in it and who doesn’t believe every word he says.
Only after Ezekiel did this was he to go and speak to the
Israelites telling them what the Lord had revealed

28
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Digesting His Words

The concept of “Eating the words” may sound a bit strange.
Jeremiah said, “Thy words were found and I did eat them” (Jer
15:16).
John is also instructed to do so (Rev 10:8
10:8-11).
11)
The Lord Himself, when He was confronted by Satan in the
temptations (Mt 4:4) quoted:
“Man does not live by bread only, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live” (De 8:3)
There are many levels of this concept of “eating His Word”:
• We are to fully digest what the Lord has said;
• We are to examine our own daily diet
- What are we putting into our hearts, minds, bodies?
• We are to make His Word part of us just as the food we eat
becomes part of us and nourishes us.
29

Ezekiel 3:3
3] And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat,
and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat
it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.
Ezekiel consumed the scroll and its contents as the Lord fed it
to him.
The words of the Lord were sweet to Ezekiel's taste as he
took them in (Rev. 10:9-10).
The word of God has an intrinsically pleasing and satisfying
quality to those who, like Ezekiel, receive it gladly
Ps 19:10; 119:103; Prv 16:24; 24:13
24:13-14;
14; Jer 15:16
“...honey for sweetness”: The ultimate “hermeneutic!”
hermeneutics is the study of the theory and practice of interpretation

Rev 10:8-11
Do you love the Word of God?
30
You will never love Him unless you love His Word.
2012-01-10

30

31

Ezekiel 3:4‐5
4] And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of
Israel, and speak with my words unto them.
5] For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an
hard language,
g g but to the house of Israel;
“...Son of man”:
not to be confused with the title of Jesus Christ;
here it means “son of the dust,”
to speak of Ezekiel’s humanity and frailty.
Ezekiel was to go to the Israelites and tell them exactly what the Lord
had revealed to him.
God was not sending him to people who could not comprehend what
Ezekiel would tell them.
They would be able to understand him; they spoke the same
language, came from the same tradition, experience and culture.
The Israelites should have listened to him because they
31
understood the message and God who sent him.

Ezekiel 3:6

32

6] Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language,
whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to
them, they would have hearkened unto thee.
Why would God send Ezekiel if He knows the people won’t listen?
So that the people will have no excuse and God will be just when
He judges them.
GOD WAS TAKING AWAY THE PEOPLE’S EXCUSES.
Ezekiel was in the 2nd deportation of Nebuchadnezzar.
There Jewish captives in Babylon and Jerusalem still remained and
stood as a vassal city.
As long as Jerusalem had not fallen, Ezekiel’s message would be
to his people, admonishing them to flee idolatry and return to the
Lord.
The period of God’s grace finally ran out.
God’s judgment fell on the city of Jerusalem, and the rest of the
32
people were brought into captivity and the city destroyed.
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33

Ezekiel 3:7
7] But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not
hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and
hardhearted.

“The House of Israel” ((101 occurrences)?
)
Only the “House of Judah” remained in the land…
The Northern Kingdom been captured and carried off by Assyria.
But here, the entire nation is now in view, and represented…
Beware of false denotations; these can be a serious source of errors;
“Jew” vs. “Israelite,” et al.

33

34

It was at that point of time when Ezekiel’s message shifted.
That is also when our attention is picked up, because he will
talk about our current day.
Ezekiel was first called to the House of Israel, and
then to you and me.
This book is more than just Biblical background.

36

Ezekiel 3:10‐11
10] Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that I shall
speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears.
11] And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy
people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.
Do we hear?
Or will we forbear?
The Lord instructed Ezekiel to take to heart all that He would tell him
and to listen closely to Him.

It has something to say to us personally.
Rather than acknowledging God’s judgment and confessing their
sins, the Jewish exiles viewed their time in Babylon as a
temporary setback that would be alleviated by their soon return to
Jerusalem.
They refused to admit their sin or to believe the threat of
impending judgment on their disobedient nation.
Sounds like us today, doesn’t it?
34
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8] Behold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, and
thy forehead strong against their foreheads.
Ezekiel's name, "God strengthens (or hardens),“
strong : perhaps a play on Ezekiel’s
Ezekiel s name
“strong”:
Cf. Jer 1:18; 15:20.
God is preparing him to endure the abuse that he would
suffer from his own people.
9] As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead:
fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they
be a rebellious house.
“I have made you just as hardheaded as they are...”
The Lord had made Ezekiel as hard-nosed as the Israelites;
He would not give up speaking to them any more than they
would refuse to listen to him … so, fear them not.
35

God
G
d tells
t ll E
Ezekiel
ki l iin advance
d
th
thatt th
the IIsraelites
lit would
ld nott lilisten
t tto hi
him and
d
change their ways. Num. 14:1-12; 1 Sam. 8:4-7
All of them were very stubborn and obstinate.
The Lord had similarly told Isaiah and Jeremiah not to expect
dramatic positive response to their ministries (Is 6:8-13; Jer 1:11-19).

Ezekiel 3:6‐7

35

Ezekiel 3:8‐9

God told Ezekiel, “You are going to speak with my voice.”
God's word must become a part of the messenger before he or
she can go and speak to others about it (cf. v. 1; Ezra 7:10).
By saying, “Thus saith the Lord”, it exposed him to the death
penalty if he was wrong. Blasphemy was a capital crime.
He was to go to the Jewish exiles and relay God's messages
whether they paid attention or not.

36

9 of 18

9

1/10/2012

37

Ezekiel 3:12‐13
12] Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a
great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his
place.
13] I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that
touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them,
and a noise of a great rushing.

39

Ezekiel 3:12‐13
12] Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a
great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his
place.
13] I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that
touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them,
and a noise of a great rushing.

“Great rushing” like the “rushing of a mighty wind” of Acts 2:2.
From this verse (and others) we infer that what Ezekiel saw in
Chapter 1 was not allegorical, not an hallucination, but was
Ezekiel’s attempt to describe in words that could be understood by
f lk 2,500
folks
2 500 years ago what
h th
he saw when
h h
he was confronted
f t d with
ith
this strange but real presence.
It gives us a glimpse into the dimension of creation in which
these other real, living, sentient creatures operate.

• The motivation he needed was provided directly by the 'hand of
the LORD' (1:3).
• He was guided by the Spirit to his place of ministry (3:12-15);
(3:12 15);
• Then he was formally appointed as God's watchman to Israel
(3:16-21);
• Then the Lord imposed several physical restraints on Ezekiel
(3:22-27)

37

38

Ezekiel 3:12‐13
12] Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a
great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his
place.
13] I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that
touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them,
and a noise of a great rushing.
Ezekiel's vision of God's glory had provided the needed
perspective for his task (1:4-2:7).
The message he was to deliver was provided by God (2:8-3:11).
Ezekiel saw first hand that his message
g came from God who was
beyond Ezekiel’s own physical reality
– beyond the limit’s of Ezekiel’s physical time and space and
locality…

38
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39

40

Ezekiel 3:12‐13

12] Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a
great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his
place.
13] I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that
touched one another, and the noise off the wheels over against them,
and a noise of a great rushing.
Ezekiel was receiving another vision.
The Lord's Spirit “lifted Ezekiel up”
This was not some psychic levitation, but a subjective experience of
feeling airborne
... God
G d iis nott lilimited
it d tto titime, space or llaws off Hi
His creation.
ti
Ezekiel heard a loud rumbling sound behind him.
The sound was the sound of voices that blessed God for His glory
(Rev. 4-5).
He also heard the sound of the cherubims' wings and the sound of
40
the wheels rumbling.
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41

Ezekiel 3:14

15] Then I came to them of the captivity at Telaviv, that dwelt by the
river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained there
astonished among them seven days.

14] So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in
bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD
was strong upon me.

Ezekiel p
physically
y
y traveled to the Jewish exiles who were living
g
outside Babylon by the Chebar River at the Tel-abib settlement (lit.
"hill of ears").
Since "Tel" can mean "ruined mound," it is possible that the
Jewish exiles lived at the site of a destroyed or abandoned city.
The Babylonians may have situated them there to rebuild
and repopulate the site and to reclaim its land.
When Ezekiel arrived, he sat for seven days among them, and his
presence disturbed them.
Seven days was the length of time that the Jews usually
mourned for their dead (Gen. 50:10; Num. 19:11; Job 2:13), and
It was the time it took to consecrate a priest (Lev. 8:33).

“...the hand of the LORD”: 190X in OT.
Ezek 1:3; 3:22; 8:1; 33:22; 37:1
The Spirit lifted Ezekiel up and took him away from where he
had initially been in his vision.
He did not want to go and carry out the ministry that God had
given him. His would not be a "successful" ministryy in the
g
eyes of people.
He fought it – ‘kicked against the goads’ (Acts 9:5, 26:14) He accepted it reluctantly but the glory of seeing the Lord
influenced him so strongly that he felt he had to obey (Jer. 20:9;
Jon. 1:1-17).
41

43

42

Ezekiel 3:15

15] Then I came to them of the captivity at Telaviv, that dwelt by the river
of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained there astonished
among them seven days.
“Telaviv...Telabib”: The “b” & “v” are equivalent in the Semitic languages;
this is not the Tel Aviv which we know today, but was their
settlement by the Chebar in Babylon which had that name.
“...Chebar...”: The same as Chabor or Habor, where the Northern
Kingdom had been transported by Tiglath-pileser and Shalmaneser
(2Kgs 17:6; 1Chr 5:26).
It flows into the Euphrates near Carchemish or Circesium, 200
miles
il north
th off Babylon.
B b l
“...astonished...seven days...”: The whole experience of what he saw in
Ch 1, and the Lord talking to him through Chapters 2 and 3 left
Ezekiel physically overwhelmed for 7 days;
lit., stunned, showing horror, an inwardly transitive verb.
42
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43

Ezekiel 3:15

44

Ezekiel 3:15
15] Then I came to them of the captivity at Telaviv, that dwelt by the
river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained there
astonished among them seven days.
Ezekiel was being consecrated for the priesthood on his 30th birthday
and
d commissioned
i i
d tto proclaim
l i JJudah's
d h' ffunerall di
dirge.
For a week he struggles with his calling and with the message he
is charged to proclaim. He prepared himself to speak and act…
Whatever the prophet's relationship to the rest of the exiles in the
past, when he finally submits to God and begins, he is a man set
apart, boldly acting under orders directly from God.
His call to prophetic ministry was not only an invitation to be the
spokesman for the glorious God of Israel;
It was a sentence to a life of loneliness, alienation, and
desolation but, it was Ok, it was God’s call and assignment.
Physically he lived among his own people, but spiritually he would
operate in another realm, a zone governed by divine realities.
44
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Ezekiel 3:16‐17

16] And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the
LORD came unto me, saying,
17] Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of
Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning
f
from
me.
Ezekiel is being called to be a watchman.
Isa 62:6: “I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which
shall never hold their peace day nor night ….”
Ps 127:1 “Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that
build it: except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in
vain.”
i ”
This section describes God's formal induction of Ezekiel into the
prophetic office in legal language designed to impress his pastoral
accountability on him (Jer. 6:16-21).

47

Ezekiel 3:18‐20
18] When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity;
q y but his blood will I require
q
at thine hand.
19] Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness,
nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast
delivered thy soul.
20] Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness,
and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall
die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin,
and
d hi
his righteousness
i ht
which
hi h h
he h
hath
th d
done shall
h ll nott b
be remembered;
b d
but his blood will I require at thine hand.
Blood accountability (Gen 9:5-6)

45

Ezekiel 3:16‐17

47

46

16] And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of
the LORD came unto me, saying,
17] Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of
Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning
from me.
At the end of these seven days the Lord's word came to Ezekiel.
"The word of the Lord came to me" is a key phrase in Ezekiel (41X).
It appears in Jeremiah 9X and in Zechariah 2X.
There is no other prophet with a record of such sustained
contact with the divine word.
God told Ezekiel that He had appointed him to a ministry that was
similar to that of a watchman who stood sentry and watched for any
threat to his city (2Sa 18:24-27; 2Kgs 9:17-20).
Whenever Ezekiel received a word from the Lord he was to pass it
along to the Israelites warning and alerting them as a watchman on
46
the wall (Isa 56:10; Jer 6:17; Hos 9:8)
2012-01-10
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Ezekiel 3:18‐20
If Ezekiel failed to pass along a message of warning to the Israelites,
warning them to repent or die,
the Lord would hold Ezekiel personally responsible for their fate
((18; 33:1-20).
)
If Ezekiel did warn the people and they refused to repent,
they would die, but the Lord would not hold Ezekiel responsible.
If a righteous person turned to sin and Ezekiel failed to warn him of
its consequences,
even though the Lord would put him to death, the Lord would
hold Ezekiel responsible for not warning him
him.
The obstacle that the Lord promised to put in the path of the
righteous man who had turned aside to sin was the warning that
Ezekiel should provide.
Saints need a watchman's warnings
as much as the sinners do.

48
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Four Cases
1. The habitual sinner who is not warned (v.18)
2. The sinner who is warned but does not repent (v.19)
3. The righteous man who apostatizes but is not warned (v.20).
4. The righteous man who is warned and remains righteous
(v.21).

Ezekiel is accountable for the faithful deliverance of God’s
message, not for its success or failure (vv. 17-19).
“Die” (v.18) and “live” (v.21):
1) To the perishing  the destruction of their state and their
being excluded from the restored kingdom of God, and
2) To the living  being preserved and entering into the
blessedness of the kingdom.

51

The Law
Ezekiel was a man who is living under the ‘Age of law’.
His life was determined by righteous acts.
Under normal circumstances the righteous acts he
might perform might look very good.
Under time of stress and strain he might turn from
God’s law and he would be judged for it.
We are not to assume that he was once saved and is now lost
once again needing to be saved again only to lose salvation
again needing to be saved again….
He will be tested at the end of his life as to whether he is a
child of God or not.

49

Galatians 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto
you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye
are fallen from grace.
This verse has been used to argue
g that a believer can fall from
grace – lose their salvation - a teaching which is not found in the
Word of God.
Galatians 5:4 is the one and only place where you will find the
expression “… fallen from grace.”
It is not speaking of losing salvation but of those who have
been saved by grace but have fallen down to a legal level
and are attempting to live according to some law – keeping
rules of acceptable behavior - instead of living by grace –
within God’s favor that we didn’t earn and don’t deserve.
The great teaching of Galatians is that we are saved by grace and
are to live by grace.
50
2012-01-10

51

52

Under Grace

We are constituted righteous by faith in Jesus Christ.
We are saved by grace through faith.
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the
ungodly,
g y his faith is counted [[reckoned]] for righteousness.
g
Ro 4:5
The true believer today may fall into sin, but he will not deliberately
practice and live in sin:
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit [practice] sin. 1 Jn 3:9
If a believer falls into sin, a gracious provision is made - we have an
Advocate with the Father - and we can come to Him in recognition of
out sins, confessing our failure (1Jn 1:9; 2:1).
The emphasis in Ezekiel is not so much upon this man living under law
but upon the responsibility of the watchman.
The watchman is to warn the man who has turned from good works
to living in a way that conforms to the standard of the enemy.
52
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Under Grace
The Mosaic Law promised life for obedience and death for
disobedience.
This was physical life and physical death, not eternal life and
d th
death.
The Lord gave the Mosaic Law to His people - who had already
entered into relationship with Himself by faith
Lev. 18:5; Deut. 4:37-40; 6; 7:6-11; 10:15-17; 30:15-20
The possibility here is premature physical death or extended
physical life.
Eternal life and eternal security are not the issues.

53

55

The Call

The Call to the Nation
Comparing this passage to some of the other prophets we see that they
saw that their mission had a national or corporate purpose (Hab 2, Jer 6,
Isa 56).
The were
They
ere to expect
e pect a reaction on the part of the Nation
Nation.
The Call to Individuals
Ezekiel’s call was to the individual. Compare this with the Letter to
Laodicea:
In all the letters to the Churches, Jesus was saying something good
and also something critical (Rev 2 & 3).
When He addressed Laodicea and reaches the place in the letter
where we expect a call to the Church, there is no call to the Church.
He says nothing good about the ‘church’.
Instead, He calls to individuals:
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him,
55
and he with me. Revelation 3:20

56

Ezekiel 3:21

Revelation 3:20

21] Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous
sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is
warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.
y manyy evangelists
g
That verse is a tremendous verse used by
as a personal call.
However, it is really a scathing indictment of the Laodicean
Church. The tone is that collectively, the Laodicean Church
was dead.
Here in Ezekiel the challenge was also to the individual.
It again reinforces the concept of what God said earlier - that
the Nation would not repent.
Despite all his preaching and all the things he was going to
go through, they were going to stay in idolatry as a nation,
and thus, go into further judgment with Nebuchadnezzar
56
and the Babylonians.

The duties of Habakkuk (Hab
(Hab. 2:1)
2:1), Jeremiah (Jer.
(Jer 6:17)
6:17), and Isaiah
(Isa. 56:10) were far more national and corporate than individual.
Ezekiel realized that from that time on his would be a mission
mainly to individuals.
The responsibility of a believer in Christ today to share the word of
life, salvation, and forgiveness is no less awesome.
O charge
Our
h
iis nott to
t build
b ild greatt ministries
i i t i across th
the mission
i i
fields of nations but to be a watchman - warning individuals with
whom we have contact every day.
Once the message of salvation is entrusted to us, we are
responsible and accountable to share with those who are los or
have entered into error.
54
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Ezekiel 3:21

21] Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous
sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is
warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.
See other “watchman” p
passages
g which describe the role of the
watchman. (2Sa 18:24-27; 2 Kgs 9:17-20).
The main issue of a watchman was not to deliver results, but to
give warning.
What those warned do with that warning is not your
responsibility.
The role of the watchman is an informational role
role.
Our objective is not to turn others around; that is the job of the Holy
Spirit.
Our job is to be a witness (Ezekiel 33:1-2 is a parallel passage).
Acts 18:4-6 and 20:17-22  Paul probably had these passages in
mind when he addressed some of these issues.
57
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Ezekiel 3:22
22] And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he
said unto me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there talk
with thee.
“...the hand of the Lord...”
Meaning he was gripped, motivated and empowered by
the Hand of God.
For seven days he has sat among them overwhelmed by how
far they have apostatized and turned from God;
God now calls him to separate himself.
I the
Is
th hand
h d off th
the L
Lord
d gripping
i i you yet?
t?
The Lord directed him to go out to the nearby plain where the
Lord promised to speak with him (Acts 9:6; Gal. 1:16-17).
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Ezekiel 3:23
23] Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: and, behold,
the glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory which I saw
by the river of Chebar: and I fell on my face.
Ezekiel obeyed the Lord.
While on the plain [the valley (37:1)], he saw another
vision of God's glory and again prostrated himself on the
ground (1:28; Acts 7:55).

59

60

Glory?

The subject of the glory of God appears again and again….
Some will say that glory is something you cannot see but rather that
God’s glory is something that produces a ‘sensation’, a feeling on all five
of our senses.
1) Glory has the size beyond the infinity of space.
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handiwork” (Ps 19:1).
The glory of God is seen in and throughout this tremendous
universe.
2) Glory also has a beauty to it:
God is “… glorious in his apparel …” (Isa 63:1).
He is really dressed up and lovely in the garb that he wears
vs. those “…whose glorious beauty is a fading flower …”
(Isa 28:1)
Source: McGee, J. Vernon: Thru the Bible Commentary.
60
electronic ed. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1997, 1981.
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Glory?
3) There is a majesty about glory:
“O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who
hast set thy glory above the heavens.” (Ps 8:1).
This is the majesty of God; it is bright and light,
light precious and
pure.
4) Finally, glory also sets forth honor and dignity.
“O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy
father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honor” (Dan 5:18).
The very name of God suggests His dignity, His glory.

63

Ezekiel 3:24
24] Then the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet,
and spake with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within
thine house.
This does not imply that Ezekiel was never to leave his house
(Ezek 5:2; 12:3).
Instead he was to refrain from open fellowship with the
people keeping to himself within his home.

Often the leaders came to him at his house to receive God’s
word (Ezek 8:1; 14:1; 20:1).
He was to open his mouth only in his own house to those who
consulted him privately (v.24; 26:8).

Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord.
Source: McGee, J. Vernon: Thru the Bible Commentary.
electronic ed. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1997, 1981.

Pfeiffer, Charles F.: The Wycliffe Bible Commentary : Old
Testament. Chicago : Moody Press, 1962, S. Ezek 3:22
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The Glory’s Impact
• It gave him a message at Telaviv (Ezek 3:12ff, 22ff ).
• It transported him from his home in the exile to the entrance
of the gateway of the inner court of the Temple in Jerusalem
(Ezek 8:4-5).
• It departed from the cherubim in the Temple to the threshold
of the Temple (Ezek 9:3; 10:4).
• It mounted up from the threshold to the eastern gate of the
Temple’s outer court (Ezek 10:15-16,18-19).
• It went up from the midst of the city to the Mount of Olives on
the east side of the city (Ezek 11:22-23).
• It will return to fill the new Temple and cleanse the people
(Ezek 43:2-7; 44:4).
62
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Ezekiel 3:25‐26
25] But thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put bands upon
thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out
among them:
Speak within your own home – let them come to you.
If you go out among them they will restrain/bind you like a
“demented” man. Ezekiel’s message was having an impact.

26] And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that
thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they
are a rebellious house.
Ezekiel started his ministry in silence unable to warn the
Israelites of the coming judgment.
Saul also started his ministry in silence (at Damascus).
Ezekiel is struck dumb except as the Lord elects to speak
through him.
64
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The Prophet’s Restraint (Ezekiel 3:22‐27)

65

27] But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou
shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth,
let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they
are a rebellious house.

Several of the more radical commentators assume this silence
indicates a physical or mental defect; a pathological element in
Ezekiel:
That he was afflicted with catalepsy and aphasia.
That his countrymen had to bind him with cords after he
became demented (vv. 23-26).
The prophet's unusual experiences were the result of spiritual
factors, not because he was psychologically unbalanced.
W should
We
h ld consider
id th
the various
i
expressions
i
off constraint
t i t as an
enforced period of silence and inactivity from God on Ezekiel.
Ezekiel will now act out various parables rather than speak.
It’s true, Actions speak louder than words….

“He who has ears, let him hear”:
7X in the Gospels: Mt 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mk 4:9, 23; Lk 8:8;
14:35; and
7X in Rev 2 & 3.
The visions and the Word of God gave Ezekiel the needed
perspective and motivation for his task.
“He that forbeareth, let him forbear”:
No debates – no arguments.
Deliver the message – Let the hearer determine his/her
own fate.
67
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Skits and Metaphors
So, instead of speaking publically, Ezekiel is going to act out
the parables which God gives to him in public.
Going into his house and locking himself in is one of them.
Why?
To show that God has rejected this rebellious people.
He was to open his mouth only in his own house to those who
consulted him privately (v.24; 26:8).
This intermittent silence prevailed from the beginning of the
g of JJerusalem until news of the fall of the cityy was
siege
brought to the prophet by a fugitive who escaped from
Jerusalem about 2 years later (Ez 24:1, 27)
Then once the people realized that God had really spoken,
Ezekiel spoke freely for God again.
66
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Ezekiel 3:27

68

Ezekiel 3:27

Ezekiel's muteness – his public withdrawal and silence - lasted for
at least 2 years, until the fall of Jerusalem (1:1-3; 24:25-27; 33:2122).
D i thi
During
this llong period
i dh
he only
l spoke
k tto th
the people
l when
h G
God
d
gave him special specific messages to deliver (11:25; 14:1;
20:1).
Ezekiel spoke less publicly and led a more reclusive life
than the Lord's other prophetic spokesmen.
Finally, when the Lord enabled Ezekiel to speak again he
announced a message from the Lord
Lord.
Some of his hearers would listen, but others of them would
still refuse to listen - they were rebelling against the Lord.
Nevertheless, regardless of their response, the hearers would
be personally responsible for their response
68
(Matt. 11:15; 13:10-17; Rev. 2:7; 13:9; 22:11; et al.).
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Ezekiel 3:27
Ezekiel likely had to personally experience the inability to speak as
reminder of the fact that he had no authority to make up on his own
what he says to his fellow Israelites.
Only God should and could loose his tongue.
• He must let God speak through him
• He must not invent anything himself
• He must not take his message from anyone else.
Originality is prized among writers and speakers.
There can be no claim of originality or ownership in God’s
g or doctrine.
message
If God gives a person the message or wisdom or
understanding, it is still God’s - ownership does not transfer to
the messenger.
In all five commissions to Ezekiel [2:1-3:27], he is reminded that his
job is to convey and not to originate.
69
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