
1/11/2012

1

The Book of EzekielThe Book of Ezekiel

Chapter 12Chapter 12‐‐1313

Two symbolical representations of flight from Two symbolical representations of flight from 
the besieged Jerusalemthe besieged Jerusalem

Strong disagreement with the false prophetsStrong disagreement with the false prophets

1

Moral Necessity of the Captivity
2

• God was using Ezekiel not just to talk to those of Judah. 
• There is the possibility that he may here be talking to us as 

well, in terms of the idols that we worship, and the false 
prophets that compete for our ears.

Chapters 4 - 11 
Ezekiel’s task had been to show the necessity of Jerusalem’s 
judgment because of her disobedience. 

He had demonstrated the fact of the siege through a series 
of signs, and 
Then he explained the reason for the siege through two 
messages and an extended vision.

Moral Necessity of the Captivity
3

Chapters 12 - 19 
The people were still not ready to accept the fact of 
Jerusalem’s fallJerusalem s fall. 

Ezekiel then delivered a new series of signs and messages 
from God: 

• Any optimism would be futile; 
• Jerusalem’s fate had been sealed.

These messages were delivered in the 11 year interval 
between the (2nd) and 3rd (final) deportations. 

Symbols, Allegories, Parables
4

By symbolical actions, allegories, and parables, Ezekiel 
demonstrates the moral necessity of the captivity. 

The perspective is broadened from the temple (chp 8-11) to 
the city (chp 12).

• He gives two symbolical representations of flight from the 
besieged city    (12:1-20) 

This section contains 3 messages from the Lord all of 
which deal with the inevitability of another deportation of 
Jews from Jerusalem and Judah J J J

(v.1-7) The sign of the departing deportee
(v.8-16) The explanation of the departing deportee sign
(v.17-20) The sign of the anxious eater
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Symbols, Allegories, Parables
5

Jerusalem would be overthrown and the Jews still there would 
be taken to Babylon in the very near future. 

• Ezekiel strongly disagrees with the false prophets 
Chapter 12:21 14:23Chapter 12:21-14:23 

• Pictures Israel as a useless vine        Chapter 15 
• Allegorically recalls Israel’s long history of unfaithfulness to 

her bridegroom       Chapter 16
• Returns to the metaphor of the vine to emphasize 

Zedekiah’s disloyalty        Chapter 17
• Answers objections to divine punishment by an analysis of 

individual responsibility        Chapter 18 
• Bursts forth into a dirge over the princes of Judah and over 

Judah itself        Chapter 19 

Ezekiel 12
6

Ezekiel 12:1
7

1] The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying,

“The word of the LORD...came unto me...”: 
Fi e times in this chapter 1 8 17 21 & 26Five times in this chapter: vv.1, 8, 17, 21 & 26. 

Used to introduce 10 of the 11 signs, sermons, and 
proverbs in Chapters 12-19 

The only variation is the final section (19:1)
A lament which seems to sum up the entire section’s 
theme.theme. 

Ezekiel 12:1‐2
8

1] The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have 
eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a 
rebellious house.
The Lord told Ezekiel that the people among whom he lived the house ofThe Lord told Ezekiel that the people among whom he lived, the house of 
Israel, were rebellious against Him   Ezek 2:3-8

When people say they cannot believe, 
It is not a mental or intellectual problem, it is a matter of the will – a 
heart problem.

They do not want to believe.
They choose not to believe…

Th i illf l bli d h hi h E ki l d d h i d fTheir willful blindness to the things they saw Ezekiel do and their deafness to 
his words, after over a year of his ministry with them, were the result of their 
rebellious condition 

De 29:1-4; Is 6:9-13; Je 5:21; Mt 13:13-15; Mk 8:18; Jn 12:39-40; Ac 28:26-27
The sinner does not see the ultimate consequences of the sin that produces 

death and destruction
Jdg 13-16; Isa 6:9-13; Rom 6:23
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Parables
9

Once the Pharisees accused Jesus of working His miracles by 
the power of Satan, p

at that point Jesus began withholding His message from 
them speaking only in parables.   

That led to the 7 Kingdom Parables of Matthew 13, where the 
disciples asked Him why He started speaking in parables. 

In His answer He quoted from Eze 12:2; Jer 5:21; Mt 13:11,15

Let’s not fall into the same trap Israel did in terms of their 
spiritual deafness and blindness.

Ezekiel 12:3
10

3] Therefore, thou son of man, prepare thee stuff for 
removing, and remove by day in their sight; and thou shalt
remove from thy place to another place in their sight: it may be 
they will consider though they be a rebellious housethey will consider, though they be a rebellious house.

“...removing” is an Old English term for relocation, changing 
your address.

The Lord instructed Ezekiel to perform another symbolic act. 
He was to pack his bags with only necessities during the 
daylight hours as though he were going into exile.day g t ou s as t oug e e e go g to e e

He was then to leave his present home and depart for 
another place in the evening, when the other exiles could 
observe what he was doing. 

Ezekiel 12:4
11

4] Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff by day in their sight, as 
stuff for removing: and thou shalt go forth at even in their sight, as 
they that go forth into captivity.
The 1st action in the day was to be followed by a 2nd action in theThe 1 action in the day was to be followed by a 2 action in the 
evening.

This was to indicate that they were going to be fleeing the city 
to try to avoid capture. 

He was trying to awaken them from their complacency. 
The people recognized the meaning of that action.

6 years earlier they were forced to make similar preparations6 years earlier they were forced to make similar preparations 
before their own deportation to Babylon. 

Their city, Jerusalem, was already under vassal rule, but they had 
the attitude that it was just temporary and things would get better. 

They were not listening to God’s prophets, neither to Jeremiah 
nor Ezekiel.

Ezekiel 12:5‐6
12

5] Dig thou through the wall in their sight, and carry out thereby.
6] In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy shoulders, and carry it forth in 
the twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not the ground: for I 
have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel.

Ezekiel was to pretend he was being taken captive.

He was to dig a hole in the sun-dried mud brick wall of his house 
(Heb. qir), 

Perhaps the wall around the courtyard of his house, as the 
people watched, and pass through it.

H t hi b l i t th h it hi h ldHe was to carry his belongings out through it on his shoulder as 
night fell covering his face so he could not see the ground

(symbolizing that they would not see their homeland again).

In the same way the Jerusalem Jews and Zedekiah would have to flee 
Jerusalem stealthily, in a great hurry, through a hole in the city wall (a 
ditch), afraid to even look around.
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Ezekiel 12:7‐9
13

7] And I did so as I was commanded: I brought forth my stuff 
by day, as stuff for captivity, and in the even I digged through 
the wall with mine hand; I brought it forth in the twilight, and I 
bare it upon my shoulder in their sightbare it upon my shoulder in their sight.
8] And in the morning came the word of the LORD unto me, 
saying,
9] Son of man, hath not the house of Israel, the rebellious 
house, said unto thee, What doest thou?
Evidently the people saw Ezekiel’s action and their curiosity 

dwas aroused. 
Once Ezekiel had their attention, he could deliver God’s 
message to them – again...

Ezekiel 12:10
14

10] Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; This burden 
concerneth the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel 
that are among  them.
Ezekiel was to explain to them that the oracle that he had p
delivered by his acted parable concerned King Zedekiah and 
the Jews who were in Jerusalem. 

There is a play on words equivalent to, 
“The leader is this load.” 

Ezekiel nowhere refers to Zedekiah as “king,” 
E ki l f d t Z d ki h l i lit l dEzekiel referred to Zedekiah as only a prince, lit: leader,

(Heb. nasi', leader) because Nebuchadnezzar had set 
him on the throne.

Ezekiel regarded King Jehoiachin as the legitimate 
king of Judah.

Zedekiah
15

Zedekiah was Judah’s last king (599 to 588 BC); 
- the youngest son of Josiah and Hamutal (Jer 1:3; 37:1) and 
- brother to Jehoahaz (2 Kgs 24:17,18; 23:31). 

H t ld h hi f th di d 21 h h- He was ten years old when his father died, 21 when he 
mounted the throne.

Originally named Mattaniah, Nebuchadnezzar changed his name 
to Zedekiah when he deposed Zedekiah’s nephew, Jehoiachin. 

Proving that Nebuchadnezzar treated his vassal kindly, 
allowing him to choose a new name and confirming it as a 
mark of his supremacymark of his supremacy 

Zedekiah is Hebrew: “Righteousness of YHWH” 
This name was to be the pledge of his righteously 
keeping his covenant with Nebuchadnezzar who made 
him swear by God (Ezek 17:12-16; 2 Chr 36:13).

Zedekiah
16

Had Zedekiah kept his oath of allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar, 
he would have been safe even though dependent on him. 

But being weak vacillating and treacherous he broughtBut being weak, vacillating, and treacherous, he brought 
ruin on his country and on himself.

It was through the anger of YHWH against Judah that 
Zedekiah was given up to his own rebellious devices, 
“stiffening his neck and hardening his heart from turning unto 
the Lord God of Israel” who had warned him though Jeremiah; 

Like Pharaoh of old, he would “not humble  himself” 
2 Chr 36:12,13 Jer 38:5; 39:1-7; 52:1-11;
Jer 21; 24; 27; 28; 29; 32; 33; 34; 37; 38
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Ezekiel 12:11
17

11] Say, I am your sign: like as I have done, so shall it be 
done unto them: they shall remove and go into captivity.
“...I am your sign...”: Ezekiel, in what he does in the presence 

of the exiles, is acting out what before long, will come to , g g,
pass in Jerusalem.

Ezekiel was to explain to his audience that he was a sign to 
them of others who would go into captivity. 

He was not representing his fellow exiles who would leave 
Babylon and return to Judea. 
H ti h t ld h t Z d ki h dHe was representing what would happen to Zedekiah and 
the people of Jerusalem and what they would do. 

Zedekiah would try to escape under cover of darkness through 
a hole in a wall with his face covered to make himself 
unrecognizable (2 Kings 25:4-6; Jer. 39:4-5; 52:7-8).

Ezekiel 12:12
18

12] And the prince that is among them shall bear upon his 
shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: they shall dig 
through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, 
that he see not the ground with his eyes.

This refers to Zedekiah’s disguising himself donned a sign of 
mourning and through some freshly made exit from the palace, 
“went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the king’s 
garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls” (Jer 39:4),

The further significance of the covered face (Eze 12:12) is inThe further significance of the covered face (Eze 12:12) is in 
the fact that Zedekiah was blinded at Riblah by 
Nebuchadnezzar and from that time could not see the ground 
on which he trod.

Ezekiel 12:13
19

13] My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in 
my snare: and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the 
Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there.
“...yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there...”: 
Josephus relates that Ezekiel sent this prophecy to Jerusalem, 
and that Zedekiah finding what he thought was a discrepancy in 
the words of Ezeiel that he should not see Babylon and those of 
Jeremiah, Zedekiah hardened himself in his rebellion (Jer 32:4; 
34:3).
But, the Lord would snare Zedekiah like a bird in a net and 
would bring him to Babylon.    

Zedekiah would not see the land of Babylon even though he 
would die there (2 Kings 25:5, 7; Jer. 39:6-7; 52:8, 10-11).

Jeremiah on Zedekiah
20

And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand 
of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth,the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, 
and his eyes shall behold his eyes; 
And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be 
until I visit him, saith the LORD: though ye fight with the 
Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper.   Jeremiah 32:4,5

And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be 
taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine eyes shall behold 
the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee 
mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon.  Jeremiah 34:3
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Josephus
21

[The following was excerpted from Josephus, Flavius; 
Whiston, William: The Works of Josephus: Complete and 

Unabridged. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1996, c1987, S. 273.]

Now Zedekiah was twenty-and-one years old when he took the 
t d h d th th ith hi b th J h i hi b tgovernment; and had the same mother with his brother Jehoiachin, but 

was a despiser of justice and of his duty, for truly those of the same age 
with him were wicked about him, and the whole multitude did what 
unjust and insolent things they pleased;

Flavius Josephus, Antiquities, Book 10, Chapter 7.2 (§103)

...for which reason the prophet Jeremiah came often to him, and 
protested to him, and insisted, that he must leave off his impieties and 
transgressions, and take care of what was right, and neither give ear to 
the rulers (among whom were wicked men) nor give credit to their false 
prophets who deluded them, as if the king of Babylon would make no 
more war against him, and as if the Egyptians would make war against 
him, and conquer him, since what they said was not true; and the 
events would not prove such [as they expected].  (§104)

Josephus
22

Now as to Zedekiah himself, while he heard the prophet speak, he 
believed him, and agreed to everything as true, and supposed it was for 
his advantage; but then his friends perverted him, and dissuaded him from 
what the prophet advised, and obliged him to do what they pleased. (§105)
Ezekiel also foretold in Babylon what calamities were coming upon the 
people, which when he heard, he sent accounts of them unto Jerusalem; 
but Zedekiah did not believe their prophecies, for the reason following: - It 
happened that the two prophets agreed with one another in what they said 
as in all other things, that the city should be taken, and Zedekiah himself 
should be taken captive; but Ezekiel disagreed with him, and said, that 
Zedekiah should not see Babylon; while Jeremiah said to him, that the 
king of Babylon should carry him away thither in bonds;   (§106)
...and because they did not both say the same thing as to this 
circumstance, he disbelieved what they both appeared to agree in, and 
condemned them as not speaking truth therein, although all the things 
foretold him did come to pass according to their prophecies, as we shall 
show upon a fitter opportunity.   (§107)

Josephus 23

Now the city was taken on the ninth day of the fourth month, in the eleventh 
year of the reign of Zedekiah. They were indeed only generals of the king of 
Babylon, to whom Nebuchadnezzar committed the care of the siege, for he 
abode himself in the city of Riblah. The names of these generals who 
ravaged and subdued Jerusalem if anyone desire to know them wereravaged and subdued Jerusalem, if anyone desire to know them, were 
these: Nergal Sharezer, Sangar Nebo, Rabsaris, Sarsechim, and Rabmag;

ibid, Chapter 8.2. (§135)

...and when the city was taken about midnight, and the enemy’s generals 
were entered into the temple, and when Zedekiah was sensible of it, he 
took his wives and his children, and his captains and friends, and with them 
fled out of the city, through the fortified ditch, and through the desert; (§136)

...and when certain of the deserters had informed the Babylonians of this, at 
break of day, they made haste to pursue after Zedekiah, and overtook him 
not far from Jericho, and encompassed him about. But for those friends and 
captains of Zedekiah who had fled out of the city with him, when they saw 
their enemies near them, they left him and dispersed themselves, some one 
way and some another, and every one resolved to save himself;   (§137)

Josephus
24

...so the enemy took Zedekiah alive, when he was deserted by all but a 
few, with his children and his wives, and brought him to the king. When 
he was come, Nebuchadnezzar began to call him a wicked wretch, and 
covenant-breaker, and one that had forgotten his former words, when he 
promised to keep the country for him (§138)promised to keep the country for him.   (§138)

He also reproached him for his ingratitude, that when he had received the 
kingdom from him, who had taken it from Jehoiachin, and given it him, he 
had made use of the power he gave him against him that gave it: “but,” 
said he, “God is great, who hateth that conduct of thine, and hath brought 
thee under us.”   (§139)

And when he had used these words to Zedekiah he commanded hisAnd when he had used these words to Zedekiah, he commanded his 
sons and his friends to be slain, while Zedekiah and the rest of the 
captains looked on; after which he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and 
bound him, and carried him to Babylon.   (§140)
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Josephus
25

And these things happened to him, as Jeremiah and Ezekiel had 
foretold to him, that he should be caught, and brought before the king 
of Babylon, and should speak to him face to face, and should see his 
eyes with his own eyes; and thus far did Jeremiah prophesy But heeyes with his own eyes; and thus far did Jeremiah prophesy.  But he 
was also made blind, and brought to Babylon but did not see it, 
according to the prediction of Ezekiel.    (§141)

2 Kings 25:4‐7     Jeremiah 52:8, 11       
26

2 Kings 25:4-7    And the city was broken up, and all the men of war 
fled by night by the way of the gate between two walls, which is by 
the king's garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city round 
about:) and the king went the way toward the plain. [5] And the army 
of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook him in the 
plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered from him. [6] So 
they took the king, and brought him up to the king of Babylon to 
Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him. [7] And they slew the sons 
of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and 
bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him to Babylon. 

J i h 52 8 B t th f th Ch ld d ft th kiJeremiah 52:8     But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, 
and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his army was 
scattered from him. 

Jeremiah 52:11   Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of 
Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put 
him in prison till the day of his death.

The Siege
27

The terrible siege soon followed (Jer 38:9) so that mothers 
boiled and ate the flesh of their own infants (Lam 4:5,8,10) and 
the visage of their nobles was blacker than coal, their skin 
clave to their bones and became withered.

On the 9th day of the 4th month in the middle of July after a 
year and a half’s siege (from the 10th month of the 9th year 
to the 4th month of the 11th year of Zedekiah) about 
midnight a breach was made in the wall  - Josephus

The Babylonian princes took their seats in state in the middle 
gate, between the upper and the lower city. 

The Siege
28

Zedekiah fled in the opposite direction, namely, southwards, with 
muffled face to escape  recognition, and like one digging through 
a wall to escape, between the two walls on the E and W sides of 
the Tyropoeon valley by a street issuing at the gate above thethe Tyropoeon valley, by a street issuing at the gate above the 
royal gardens and the fountain of Siloam.

Zedekiah was overtaken in the plains of Jericho. 

He was taken for judgment to Riblah at the upper end of 
Lebanon where Nebuchadnezzar was waiting.

There Nebuchadnezzar first killed his sons before his eyes thenThere Nebuchadnezzar first killed his sons before his eyes, then 
caused the eyes of Zedekiah to be “dug out” (Jer 39; 52:4-11). 

Thus were fulfilled the ostensibly inconsistent prophecies. 

Every time there is an apparent discrepancy in Scripture, 
a deeper search proves it to be a hidden harmony.
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Literally …
29

God is literal. 
He places His Word above His Name (Ps 138:2).

• When Daniel read Jeremiah who spoke of the 70 years of• When Daniel read Jeremiah who spoke of the 70 years of 
captivity, Daniel took Jeremiah literally, not allegorically nor 
figuratively. 

• Every time Jesus quoted the Old Testament, he applied it 
literally (Mt 5:17). 

• Every time you see the Word of God applied by a servant• Every time you see the Word of God applied by a servant 
of God in the Scripture, you will see they always taken 
God’s Word literally.

2 Kings 25:1‐2
30

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth 
month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem, 
and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round 
about. And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of 
king Zedekiah. 

“...king Zedekiah”: Here the chronicler calls him “king”

Ezekiel who never conveys that title; he always referred 
to him as “prince.” 

Ezekiel was more precise, more technically 
accurate.

2 Kings 25:3‐7
31

And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the 
city, and there was no bread for the people of the land. And the city 
was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night by the way of 
th t b t t ll hi h i b th ki ’ d ( ththe gate between two walls, which is by the king’s garden: (now the 
Chaldees were against the city round about:) and the king went the 
way toward the plain.    2 Kings 25:3,4

And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook 
him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered from 
him. So they took the king, and brought him up to the king of 
Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him 2 KingsBabylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him.   2 Kings 
25:5.6

And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the 
eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried 
him to Babylon.   2 Kings 25:7

A Contrast
32

Zedekiah was a deceptive, wicked fellow, and had broken his 
treaty with Nebuchadnezzar. 

Nebuchadnezzar, the pagan king, was more honorable thanNebuchadnezzar, the pagan king, was more honorable than 
the man on Israel’s throne. 

For breaking his oath of allegiance, Zedekiah was blinded and 
eventually died in captivity in Babylon (Ezek 17:1-21). 

We will encounter an elaborate allegory on Israel’s history 
in Chapters 15-17…
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Ezekiek 12:14‐15
33

14] And I will scatter toward every wind all that are about him to 
help him, and all his bands; and I will draw out the sword after 
them.
15] A d th h ll k th t I th LORD h I h ll tt15] And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall scatter 
them among the nations, and disperse them in the countries.

“...all his bands”: ‘aggaph  men of a number easily counted

The capture of the king would be followed by the scattering of his 
adherents, some of whom would fall by the sword, 

A f ( il t d b ) ld tA few (an easily counted number) men would escape to some 
nearby country where they hoped to find  refuge. 

There they would have to tell their tale of shame.  The heathen 
would then recognize and know that YHWH was punishing 
them for their disobedient abominations (Eze 14:22-23).

Ezekiel 12:16
34

16] But I will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the 
famine, and from the pestilence; that they may declare all their 
abominations among the heathen whither they come; and they 
h ll k th t I th LORDshall know that I am the LORD.

Yahweh would allow a few of them to escape so they could tell 
what had happened, including their sinfulness and God's dealings 
with them as a nation.

"What men fail to appreciate in prosperity, they will occasionally 
learn through adversity.“

The Lord’s preserving the survivors will make clear to the nations 
that the catastrophe to his people was due not to his impotence 
but to his justice. 

God is concerned for the honor of his name (Eze14:21-23)

Ezekiel 12:17‐18
35

17] Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
18] Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy 
water with trembling and with carefulness;

The Lord also instructed Ezekiel to eat his bread and drink his 
water while trembling and visibly anxious. 

The prophet appears to have been eating still the symbolic 
rations that God had prescribed for him earlier (4:9-17).

A Pantomime of famine…
vs. the symbol expounded in Ezek 4:9-17

There the emphasis was on the scarcity of food; 
Here the emphasis is on the terror.

Ezekiel 12:19 36

19] And say unto the people of the land, Thus saith the Lord GOD of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the land of Israel; They shall eat their 
bread with carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that her 
land may be desolate from all that is therein, because of the violence of all 
them that dwell thereinthem that dwell therein.

He was then to explain to his audience that the Jews in Jerusalem would 
eat and drink like he had done.   Ezekiel’s pantomime was intended to 
frighten and warn.

“...people of the land”: spoken to the Jews exiled “in the land” of Chaldea 
who thought themselves in a miserable situation being exiled.

They envied the Jews left in Jerusalem as fortunateThey envied the Jews left in Jerusalem as fortunate

“...land of Israel” spoken to the Jews still in Israel and Jerusalem.
Far from being fortunate ones as the exiles in Chaldea regarded them, 
the Jews in Jerusalem were truly the more miserable, 

the worst was still before them, 
the exiles had escaped the miseries of the coming siege.
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Ezekiel 12:20
37

20] And the cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the 
land shall be desolate; and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

The Lord would strip their land of its abundance becauseThe Lord would strip their land of its abundance because 
the people had committed so much violence contrary to His 
law. 

He would desolate the inhabited cities and the countryside 
of Judah. 

Then His people would know that He was the Lord HeThen His people would know that He was the Lord. He 
loved them enough to discipline them (Heb 12:5-11).

Ezekiel 12:21‐29
38

This section from verse 21 to 29 contains two 
prophecies dealing with:

1] The objection that the prophecies of 
Jerusalem's overthrow would never come to 
pass. v. 21-25

2] The destruction would come; but not for a 
long long time v 26 28long, long time. v.26-28

Ezekiel 12:21‐22
39

21] And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
22] Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, 
saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth?

Th L d k d E ki l b t b th t th J itiThe Lord asked Ezekiel about a proverb that the Jews were reciting 
among themselves. 

They were saying that the days were long and that every vision 
failed. 

“The days go by and every vision comes to nothing…”
“Time passes but the warned of judgments don’t come pass…”

Th t th t th ti it th t th t h t (i l di I i hThey meant that the captivity that the true prophets (including Isaiah, 
Micah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel) had predicted, if true, were a long way 
off or that the visions would turn out to be unreliable or false altogether.

“...prolonged, and every vision faileth”: this has been the cry of 
those of little or no faith throughout the history

Amos 6:3; Isa 5:19; Jer 17:15; Mt 24:48; 2 Pet 3:4 

The Coming Surprise
40

It will also be a characteristic of the last times, when “faith” 
shall be regarded as an antiquated thing, seeing that ‘every 
thing’ remains the same, nothing appears to change, hope 
fades (Lk 18:8), 

The “continuance of all things from creation” will be an 
argument against the possibility of their being suddenly 
brought to a standstill by the Coming of the Lord (Isa 66:5; 
2 Pet 3:3-4).

The very long-suffering of God which ought to lead men toThe very long-suffering of God, which ought to lead men to 
repentance, is made an argument against His Word (Ecc 8:11; 
Amos 6:3).
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Ezekiel 12:23‐24
41

23] Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will make 
this proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a 
proverb in Israel; but say unto them, The days are at hand, 
and the effect of every visionand the effect of every vision.
24] For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering 
divination within the house of Israel.
Ezekiel was to contradict this proverb and give the people 
another one that the days of the coming captivity were not far 
off and that the prophets' visions would come to pass.
“ th d t h d” I l’ ti i ( d i !)“...the days are at hand”: Israel’s time is up… (and so is ours!) 
The Lord promised that the people would no longer say such 
things because He would prove them wrong.

The Lord would frustrate the false prophecies and 
predictions of the future that only flattered the people.

Ezekiel 12:25
42

25] For I am the LORD: I will speak, and the word that I shall 
speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for 
in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will 
perform it saith the Lord GODperform it, saith the Lord GOD.

What He had said, He would do in the days of Ezekiel's 
hearers. 

Yahweh promised to bring to pass what He had spoken 
without delay.   

His word of judgment would go forth and judgment wouldHis word of judgment would go forth, and judgment would 
follow immediately.

He emphasizes the word prolonged, as though that had 
specially stirred His indignation – no more delays…

Ezekiel 12:26‐27
43

26] Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
27] Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision 
that he seeth is for many days to come, and he prophesieth of the 
times that are far off.

The first proverb attacked by Ezekiel expressed the people’s 
doubts about the fact of God’s judgment. 
The second proverb expressed their doubts about the 
imminency of God’s judgment.

In Ezekiel's day it was:
How do I know which prophet is correct? (v. 24)p p ( )

How do I know which prophecy applies to me? (v. 27)
Is there a contemporary parallel here?

Rebelliousness (v. 25) can take many forms, some of them even 
quite pious 

How do I know which preacher to believe, which church is right? 

Ezekiel 12:28
44

28] Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; There 
shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the word 
which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord GOD.

False prophets had been contradicting God’s true messengersFalse prophets had been contradicting God s true messengers 
in both Jerusalem (Jer 28:1-4) and Babylon (Jer 29:1, 8-9). 

Nevertheless the Lord promised not to delay His promises of 
coming judgment any longer. 
He would perform all that He had promised (2 Pet. 3:2-13).

Their optimistic predictions would soon cease as God 
hastened to fulfill His word.
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Imminence
45

Imminence = “about to occur”:     

See Eccl 8:11; Mt 24:48-50. 
These are mechanisms by which one tries intellectually orThese are mechanisms by which one tries intellectually or 
some other way to get out from under the scope of some 
prophecy. 

It is clear that Jesus Christ wanted us to be in a position of 
moment-by-moment expectation. 

We tend to stay closer to him if we know that he might drop inWe tend to stay closer to him if we know that he might drop in 
on us at any moment.

“eminent,”  prominent, famous.” 
“imminent”  impending, happening any moment now, about to occur

“immanent”  inherent within, present throughout

Jesus Christ wants us in an ‘any moment 
now’  position of expectation

46

Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts,  And saying, Where is the promise of his 
coming? For since the fathers fell asleep all things continue as theycoming?   For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation.  2 Peter 3:3-4

They were scoffing at prophecy. 
There are different ways to deny a truth.

- One is to say that God didn’t say that. 
- Another is to claim that what God said was not what God meant, 
that He really didn’t mean it literallythat He really didn t mean it literally.

He meant it spiritually or some other fuzzy way that defies any 
tangible reality.

Men can then make it up as they go along. 
There is an expression of skepticism about the fact of the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ.

The missing link…
47

For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in 
the water:   Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with 
water perished: 2 Peter 3:5 6water, perished:  2 Peter 3:5, 6

One thing that is not obvious at first,
is the link between prophecy and creation. 

The important connecting thread is the concept that God intervenes 
in man’s history. 

Man’s history did not just happen by the random events of the 
cosmos.

God created man. 
The concept of God creating man is consistent and part of the 
concept that God will also intervene in man’s future history. 

God cares.   He is involved.   
You and your life are not accidents.

Ezekiel 13
48
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Ezekiel Chapter 13
49

Chapter 12 denounced the false expectations of the people.
God corrected the mistaken views of His people, and here 
He rebuked those who were responsible for those viewsHe rebuked those who were responsible for those views. 

Chapter 13 denounces the false leaders who fed those 
expectations.

God pronounces judgment on the false prophets who were 
responsible for the Jews' false sense of security (12:21-28; 
Jer. 14:14; 23). 

He deals with 2 groups of false prophets:
the males (v.1-16) and 
the females (v.17-23).

False Prophets
50

There were two classes of false prophets:
1) Those who were representatives of some object of worship 

other than the true God, e.g., Baal, Moloch, et al. , g , , ,
Elijah’s contest with the prophets of Baal; 1 Kgs 18:19

2) Those who falsely purported to speak in the name of YHWH 
Micaiah’s opposition to the prophets of Ahab; 1 Kgs 22:5-28

Some of the strongest denunciations of these deceivers are by 
Jeremiah, who opposed them on moral, personal, and political 

d (J 23 9 32)grounds (Jer 23:9-32). 
During the dying gasps of Jerusalem, 

Hananiah opposed him at home (Jer 28); 
Ahab, Zedekiah Shemaiah opposed him in Babylon (Jer
29:15-32).

Ezekiel 13:1‐2
51

1] And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that 
prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own 
hearts, Hear ye the word of the LORD;hearts, Hear ye the word of the LORD;
The Lord gave Ezekiel a message for the “prophets” of Israel.  

He uses the word "prophet" ironically.  These were not true 
prophets.  They just claimed to be… 

“...prophesy out of their own hearts...”: The sin of the men was 
that they were devising messages for the Jews from their 
own hearts and calling them prophecies from Yahwehown hearts and calling them prophecies from Yahweh.     
(Jer 14:14; 23:16, 26). 

Not only was the message of these false prophets untrue; 
it was dangerous (Deut 13:1).

Ezekiel was to announce God’s judgment on these false prophets. 

Ezekiel 13:3
52

3] Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, 
that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!

They were foolish (Heb. nabal) because they disregarded God's 
word and relied on themselves which is the essential mark of 
this type of fool in the Old Testament

1Sa 25; 2Sa 13:13; Ps 14:1; 74:18

“...foolish prophets...”: Note the stronger Hebrew: “the prophets, 
the fools” the words deriving their force from a kind of 
word play of alliteration:word play of alliteration:

nabiim spokesman, prophet;
n’balim foolish, senseless, fool. 

We might say “profitless prophets…”
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Ezekiel 13:4
53

4] O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts.
The Lord compared the false prophets to foxes (Heb shu'alim) 

the term is applied to Herod Antipas
The only concern of foxes and these prophets was their own 
welfare and self interests.

• The fox is cunning   Lk 13:32
• It spoils the vine and its fruits   Song 2:15
• Israel being the vineyard   Ps 80:8-15; Isa 5:1-7

It prowled around among ruins looking for holes and• It prowled around among ruins looking for holes and 
burrows in which to hide among ruins  Neh 4:3; Lam 5:18

The false prophets were crafty, laid waste the vineyard of the 
Lord of hosts (Isa 5:7), made their profit out of the ruin of Israel, 
and made that ruin worse.

Ezekiel 13:5
54

5] Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for 
the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD.
Building the wall around the house of Israel so it could stand in the battle 
of the day of the Lord refers to preparing the people for the invasion and y p p g p p
siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 
Two distinct images:
“...into the gaps”: there were breaches in the walls of Jerusalem, literally 

and spiritually, and the false prophets had not been “repairers of the 
breach” (Isa 58:12; Ps 106:23).

“...the hedge”: The hedge of the vineyard of Israel had been broken 
th h (I 5 5) d th h d d thi t t it (E 22 30)through (Is 5:5) and they had done nothing to restore it (Eze 22:30).

The day of battle, the day of the Lord, had come, and they were 
betraying the people instead of helping.

They had not tried to repair conditions that had resulted in Israel's 
weakness and vulnerability nor had they strengthened the nation 

spiritually (22:30). 

Ezekiel 13:6
55

6] They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD 
saith: and the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made others 
to hope that they would confirm the word.

“...they have seen vanity” implies that they believed their own lie...they have seen vanity  implies that they believed their own lie 
(2Th 2:11).

“...lying divination”: To gain knowledge of secret things by 
superstitious means was forbidden Israel (Ex 22:18; Num 
23:23; Deu 18:10-11) and divining was disparaged (Eze
13:7, 9, 23; 21:29; 22:28; Mic 3:6, 7, 11)

When these prophets claimed to speak a message from the Lord they 
were only uttering falsehood and presenting the results of deceptive 
pagan divination yet they expected their prophecies to come to pass. 

Today there are also many 'false prophets' ministering in religious 
places, leading people into judgment rather than turning them to 

Christ and the security of a life of peace with God and eternity with 
him (2 Cor 11:13-15).

Ezekiel 13:7‐9
56

7] Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a 
lying divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith it; albeit I 
have not spoken?
8] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken8] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken 
vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith 
the Lord GOD.
9] And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, 
and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my 
people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house 
of Israel neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and yeof Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

“My People” is expressed 7x in this chapter.   
He is so hostile to the false prophets because of the 
endearment to Him of His people that these false 
prophets are deceiving. 
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Ezekiel 13:9
57

9] And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that 
divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither 
shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither 
shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord GOD.
The prophet contemplates a new register in which the names of the 
false prophets will never even have appeared.
He would act against them by 

• removing them from positions of influence among His people, 
• depriving them of the rights of citizenship in Israel (Ezra 2:62; 

Luke 10:20; Rev. 3:5; 20:15),
• preventing them from returning to the Promised Land. 

They had failed as "watchmen" over the house of Israel (3:16-21). 
The fulfillment of these judgments would prove to them that 
Yahweh was Lord (Exod. 7:5).

Threefold Punishment
58

In the new kingdom, 
• they shall not be in the assembly of my people

(Gen 49:6; Ps 89:7; 111:1);(Gen 49:6; Ps 89:7; 111:1); 
• nor be enrolled in the register (i.e., list) of the house of 

Israel (Ezra 2; Neh 7; Ex 32:32, 33; Isa 4:3; Mal 3:16); 
• neither shall they enter the land of Israel

(Ezek 20:38; Jer 29:32). 

To be excluded from the list would deprive an individual of 
the rights of citizenship (Ezra 2:62). 

They would die as captives in a foreign land.

Ezekiel 13:10 59

10] Because, even because they have seduced my people, 
saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a 
wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered mortar:wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered mortar:
“...a wall”: chayits a false, thin wall; a party-wall…

smeared over with “untempered mortar”
taphel untempered, unseasoned (only here & Eze 22:28) 

The untempered mortar [AV] was actually whitewash, which is 
useless for strengthening insecure walls.useless for strengthening insecure walls.   

Metaphorically it is to ‘whitewash’, to flatter, to use hypocrisy. 

Ezekiel 13:11
60

11] Say unto them which daub it with untempered mortar, that 
it shall fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O 
great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it.

Smooth words of false prophets hid from the people the 
actual seriousness of their spiritual condition. 

Judgment would come on them for misleading the 
Lord's people by falsely predicting peace when no 
peace was coming. 

These false prophets were putting a good front on the situationThese false prophets were putting a good front on the situation 
in Jerusalem, saying peace rather than judgment was coming. 

They were compounding Israel's difficulties by hiding 
problems that needed to be exposed and corrected.
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Ezekiel 13:12
61

12] Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, 
Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it?

chayits a false, thin wall; a party-wall... 

When the walls, or the picture of the future that the false 
prophets had painted, had collapsed, the people would 
question the materials out of which they constructed the wall, 
either the literal wall or the wall of false speculation. 

It had proved inadequate and unreliable.

An attractive external appearance
is no substitute for intrinsic soundness.

Ezekiel 13:13‐14
62

13] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even rend it with a stormy 
wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing shower in mine anger, 
and great hailstones in my fury to consume it.
14] So will I break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered
morter and bring it do n to the gro nd so that the fo ndation thereof shallmorter, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall 
be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst 
thereof: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
The prophets were to be buried beneath the collapsing walls of their lies

(Is 25:12; Lam 2:2; Amos 9:1).
The Lord promised to send a violent storm of judgment on His people in 
Jerusalem because of His anger against them and to destroy the people's 
homes and the false prophets' vision of the future. 
The foundations of their homes and the false prophets' vision would be 
exposed for all to see.

The false prophets themselves would perish in the judgment. 
Then they would know that the Lord was God.

Ezekiel 13:15‐16
63

15] Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon 
them that have daubed it with untempered morter, and will say 
unto you, The wall is no more, neither they that daubed it;
16] To wit the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning16] To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning 
Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and there 
is no peace, saith the Lord GOD.

The Lord would destroy both the people's homes, the false 
vision of the future that these prophets had painted, as well as 

the prophets themselves, those who promised peace to 
J l h i (M t 18 7)Jerusalem when no peace was coming (Mat 18:7).

Ezekiel 13:15‐16
64

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. 1 Thes 5:3

And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the 
way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall 
they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 
2 Peter 2:1-3

It is a common failing for preachers to want to speak pleasing and g g
appeasing words to their people, but if they are to be true to their 

calling they must be sure to receive and to impart nothing but God's 
clear word, irrespective of the consequences or the acceptance of 

the message. 
When church leaders encourage their people in sub-Christian 

standards or unbiblical ways they make themselves doubly guilty.
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Condemnation of the female false prophets
65

There were female prophets as well as male prophets in Israel 
Ex 15:20; Jdg 4:4; 2Kgs 22:14; Neh 6:14; Luk 2:36

The same was true in the early church Acts 21:9; 1Cor 11:5
There were far fewer female than male prophets, 
There was no formal order or class of female prophets. 

God occasionally raised up female prophets for His sovereign 
purposes, but He usually used males for this ministry. 
Women who were not true prophets sometimes claimed to be 
such just as some men didsuch, just as some men did.
A limited few number of oracles in the Old Testament are 
directed at women.  

Isa. 3:16-4:1; 32:9-12; Amos 4:1-3

Ezekiel 13:17
66

17] Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the 
daughters of thy people, which prophesy out of their own 
heart; and prophesy thou against them,

“...daughters of thy people”: This is the only Old Testament 
passage where God speaks out against the false women 
prophets.

The Lord directed Ezekiel to speak judgment to the female 
false prophets who were concocting their own messages and 
passing them off as divine revelationsp g

Gifted Women
67

Several godly, gifted women are referred to in Scripture as 
prophetesses:

• Miriam (Ex 15:20,21); 
Deborah (Judg 4:3 5);• Deborah (Judg 4:3-5); 

• Isaiah’s wife (Isa 8:3); 
• Huldah (2 Kgs 22:14-20);
• Anna (Lk 2:36); 
• the four daughters of Philip (Acts 21:8,9). 

The prophetesses (or rather sorceresses) targeted here by the 
Lord, were counterparts of the false prophets, forerunners of 

the modern palmists, fortunetellers, and mediums…

Ezekiel 13:18
68

18] And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the women that sew 
pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every 
stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye 
save the souls alive that come unto you?
“sew pillows to all armholes”:  keseth, covered amulets, false 

phylacteries, used by false prophetesses to support their 
demonic fortune-telling schemes.

“kerchiefs upon the head”:  micpachah, a long veil.
Ezekiel was to announce Yahweh's judgment on these sorceress 
women who sewed cloth bands to place on the wrists and floor-length 

il th h d f th l th bj t f th i " h i “veils on the heads of themselves or the objects of their "prophesying“. 
They used these aids to impress, influence, and to cast spells on 
people to bring them under their power (Jer 7:18; 44:17, 19)

The activities attributed to these women suggest that they were more 
like witches than prophets [1 Sam. 28:7]
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Ezekiel 13:19
69

19] And will ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley 
and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to 
save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my people 
that hear your lies?that hear your lies?

Some cultures used barley in occult practices either as an offering 
to the spirits or as a means of trying to determine the future.

Ezekiel was to announce judgment on those who indulged in 
these occult practices and perverted justice for only a little food 
or as a means of divination.

These women had been willing to put some to death who did not 
deserve to die and to save others from death who deserved death. 

This was the result of their lying to God's people who loved to 
listen to their lies.

Ezekiel 13:20‐21
70

20] Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against your 
pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will 
tear them from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that 
ye hunt to make them fly.y y
21] Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your 
hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; and ye 
shall know that I am the LORD.
“...against your pillows”: Against your lying ceremonial tricks by which 

ye cheat the people
These women were using some sort of magic to control people.
The Lord promised He would tear these bands from their arms and 
release the people that these false prophetesses had snared like birds. 
He would tear off the veils they used to hunt the innocent and free 
those whom they had hunted down. 
Then these false prophetesses would know that the Lord was God.

Ezekiel 13:22‐23
71

22] Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous 
sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands 
of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, 
by promising him life:y p g
23] Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine 
divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye 
shall know that I am the LORD.

Because these false prophetesses discouraged the righteous 
with falsehood without divine authorization and encouraged 
th i k d t ti i th i i k d th ldthe wicked to continue in their wickedness, they would no 
longer see false visions or practice divination. 
The Lord would deliver His people from their deadly hands, 
and they would know that He was the Lord.

72

Modern-day fortune tellers are similar to the women described here from 
Ezekiel's time..
Fortune tellers today: 

• Are usually women, and
• They tend to dress in a rather elaborate ornate mannerThey tend to dress in a rather elaborate ornate manner, 
• They often wear clothing or jewelry associated with the occult arts, 

comparable to the 'muffs' on the prophetesses in ancient Israel (v18) 
• They tend to give their advice in darkened rooms, where the attitude 

of the inquirer is influenced in an eerie way, and this corresponds to 
the veil put over the inquirer in Ezekiel's description (v18)

• They are paid for what they do, just as the ancient women were (v19)
• Their advice is always dangerous (v19) because it leads people 

astray from the truth of God, God’s truth being the only way to live and 
not die eternally. 

• They are frauds, who envision 'lies' (NKJV, 'futility,' v23) because their 
predictions are fabrications made up from their own minds (v17)
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73

God will indeed bring false prophets to an end. 
Similar passages can be found in Amos 8; Micah 3; & Zech 
13, in which God takes after them. 

The good news is that His people are delivered in spite of the 
false prophets.

The prophet now turns to the wickedness of those who inquired 
of God but whose hearts were with their idols all the time (Ezek 
14:1-11). 

This raises the problem of general responsibilityThis raises the problem of general responsibility. 
The presence of a righteous man among a sinful people will not 
save a land when God brings His judgments upon it (Ezek 
14:12-23).
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