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The ‘riddle and parable’ of the two eagles

The Book of Ezekiel

This message addresses another objection to the destruction of
Jerusalem from the exiles.
Was the Lord fair in destroying Jerusalem since it was the former
generations of Judahites that had been unfaithful?
Chapter 17’s riddle and parable clarify that Judah's recent and
current leaders were also unfaithful and worthy of divine judgment.
Both involve caricature
- the first in the form of a dramatic presentation,
- the second as a literary cartoon
both require interpretation.
Each moves through four distinct stages:
(1) an imaginative fabulous image (v.1-10)
(2) a historical interpretation of the fable (v.11-18)
(3) a theological interpretation of the historical events (v.19-21)
(4) a theological portrayal of the future (v.22-24).
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Ezekiel, a captive in Babylon, was trained as a priest, but was
called to the office of a prophet.
• The first siege had taken Daniel captive;
• The second siege had taken Ezekiel captive;
• The third siege, yet to come (several years in the future from
this passage), would bring about the final fall and
destruction of Jerusalem.
Ezekiel was not offering them hope by pointing out to them that
Jerusalem would fall, that God was going to judge them for their
idolatry and their sins
sins.
After swearing allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar, Zedekiah
treacherously conspired against him and sought alliance with
Egypt to avoid his commitments.
The alliance, which Jeremiah had warned against, proved
weak, unsatisfactory and foolhardy.
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Ezekiel 17:1‐2

1] And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of Israel;
“...a riddle”: chiydah / hidah riddle, difficult question, enigmatic saying,
requiring an explanation.
“…a parable”: mashal a proverb, comparison, an allegory
It is a riddle in that its meaning needs to be explained;
there is a deeper meaning which underlies the figurative form,
something in its presentation is obscure.
It is a parable in that it is an allegory.
A riddle was commonly used in international politics between kings . . .
The purpose for using riddles was apparently to test the intelligence or
cleverness of the hearer (Jud 14:12-19; 1 Kgs 10:1; 2Chr 9:1; Mat 13).
If one failed to answer the riddle of the other, he might be called on to
submit to him as a vassal. In some cases he might even be put to death.
EG: the ”riddle“ Samson posed to the Philistines (Jud 14:12-19) and
the “hard questions” the Queen of Sheba asked Solomon (1Kgs 10:1;
2Chr 9:1)

2012-01-12

2 of 26

2

1/12/2012

9

Ezekiel 17:3
3] And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great wings,
longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came unto
Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar:

A powerful impressive eagle came to Lebanon and topped off one of its
f
famous
cedar
d ttrees carrying
i th
the b
branches
h tto a lland
d off merchants
h t and
da
city of traders.
Lebanon: an alternative name representing the land of Canaan
emphasized its beauty and fruitfulness (Josh 1:4; 2 Kgs 14:9).
The Lord used Lebanon here
because of Lebanon's many cedar trees.
Because the Jerusalem Temple was called “Lebanon” by Jews.
Its woodwork was wholly of cedars of Lebanon.
This eagle took some of the seed from Lebanon planting it in fertile soil
near a body of water so it would flourish, like a willow tree (Is 44:4).
This seed sprouted and became a low, spreading vine (Eze15:1-8) that
sent out branches upward toward the eagle and its roots downward.

Ezekiel 17:3

10

3] And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great
wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours,
came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar:
“A great eagle”: The literal Hebrew is, “the great eagle.”
The eagle was the symbol of the Assyrian’s supreme god,
Nisroch;
It was also applied to “the great king” of Babylon, his viceregent (Jer 48:40; 49:22; Is 46:11)
Symbols of eagles are now found in the Assyrian remains;
“...great wings, longwinged...”: Great forces:
Implies the wide extent of his empire.
“...full of feathers...”: In the full freshness of renovated youth,
representing large number and variety of languages and
peoples subject to Babylon (Ps 103:5; Isa 40:31).
2012-01-12
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Ezekiel 17:3
3] And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great
wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours,
came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the
cedar:
“...divers colours...”: Representing the variety of customs,
habits, and costumes of the peoples subject to Babylon.
“...unto Lebanon...”: A pseudonym for the Temple at
Jerusalem which was called “Lebanon” by Jews
because its woodwork was wholly of cedars of Lebanon
— Eusebius.
Remember: Ezekiel is talking to the Jewish exiles in Babylon
about their objections to God’s plans to destroy Jerusalem.

12

Ezekiel 17:3
3] And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great
wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours,
came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the
cedar:
“...highest branch”: The fleece-like tuft at the top of the tree
(Ezek 31:3-14).
It is the nation Israel; specifically, the royal house of
David, King Jeconiah, then 18 years old, and many of
the chiefs and people with him (2Kgs 24:8, 12-16).
The cedar, as a tall tree, is the symbol of kingly elevation
(compare with Dan 4:10-12 — the chapter in the Bible that
Nebuchadnezzer wrote!)
[More about Jeconiah later…]
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The Great Eagle
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The Great Eagle is a picture of Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, who is going to come and cut the top off the tree.

Eagle symbol of Israel’s Enemies
- Greeks [Spartans
[Spartans, Trojans]
• Antiochus Epiphanes
- Romans
• Titus Vespasian
- Herod
- Byzantium, Russia (Romanofs
(Romanofs))
- Franks
- Germans
- British

Jeremiah used it as he wrote of Nebuchadnezzar:
“For thus saith the Lord; Behold, he shall fly as an eagle,
and shall spread his wings over Moab” (Jer 48:40);
“Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and
spread his wings over Bozrah: and at that day shall the
heart of the mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a
woman in her pangs!”
pangs! (Jer 49:22)
49:22).
Daniel saw the Babylonian Empire rising up out of the sea,
and it was in the form of a lion with eagle’s wings (Dan 7:4).

Tribe of Dan

14

• Serpent prophecy
Ge 49:16-17
• North of Camp
Num 2:25
– “Sides of north”
Is 14:12-13
• Ahiezer, chief at the time of
the Exodus replaced th
Serpent with an Eagle as the
tribal ensign
Nu 1:12; 2:25; 10:25;
1Chr 12:3
[Source: Merrill F. Unger, Unger’s Bible
Dictionary, Moody Press, Chicago, 1966,
pp.235-236.]
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Eagle as Ensign
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Ezekiel 17:4
4] He cropped off the top of his young twigs, and carried it
into a land of traffick; he set it in a city of merchants.
“...top of his young twig”: The 18 year old King Jeconiah,
sometimes called Coniah,
sometimes called Jehoiachin.
“...land of traffick”: Jeconiah was carried off into captivity to
Babylon, the city of merchants and trade leaving the
Judean throne vacant.
Babylon (2 Kgs 24:15-16) was famous for its transport traffic
on the Tigris and Euphrates which connected to the Persian
Gulf.
It carried on much commerce with India.
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5] He took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a
fruitful field; he placed it by great waters, and set it as a
willow tree.

19

Ezekiel 17:6
6] And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature,
whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were
under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth
branches, and shot forth sprigs.

“...seed of the land”: Nebuchadnezzar, in an attempt to be
lenient, replaced him not with a foreigner, but with
Zedekiah who was “of the seed of the land,” a native of
the region; a son of the soil, not a foreigner.
“... a fruitful field”: (the land of Israel), in the vicinity of
abundant waters (Deu 8:7; 11:11).

The impression you get from Ezekiel is that if had Zedekiah
kept his oath of allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar, there would
have been prosperity.
The “fruitful field” in verse 5 suggests favorable conditions
(I 44:4).
(Isa
44 4)

“...as a willow tree”: Derived from a Hebrew root, “to
overflow,” from its fondness for water (Isa 44:4).
Judea was “a land of brooks of water and fountains”
(Deut 8:7–9; Jn 3:23).

Ezekiel 17:6
6] And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature,
whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof
were under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth
branches and shot forth sprigs
branches,
sprigs.
“...low stature...branches turned toward him...”: Expressing
the duty and allegiance of Zedekiah as a vassal looking
up to Nebuchadnezzar, to whom Judah owed its peace
and very existence as a separate state.
The “branches”
branches refer to his sons and the other princes and
nobles.
The implication is that if nothing else happened, he would
have blossomed.
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20

Ezekiel 17:7

7] There was also another great eagle with great wings and
many feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward
him, and shot forth her branches toward him, that he might water
y the furrows of her plantation.
p
it by
“...another great eagle”: A rival eagle to the first one:
Another large eagle, not quite as glorious as the first, came
along.
The 1st one was Babylon;
The 2nd one was Egypt, Pharaoh Hophra (Jer 44:30; 37:7)
But Nebuchadnezzar (the 1st eagle) came against Egypt (the 2nd
eagle) and destroyed it making it subject to himself.
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Ezekiel 17:8

21

8] It was planted in a good soil by great waters, that it might bring
forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a
goodly vine.
““...goodly
dl vine”:
i ” N
Nebuchadnezzar
b h d
h
had
d ttaken
k th
the youngestt son off
Josiah, Metaniah, put him on the throne as a vassal, and
renamed him Zedekiah.
Zedekiah swore an oath before the Lord to be loyal to
Nebuchadnezzar.
The vine ((Zedekiah’s Israel)) reached out with its branches and
roots toward Egypt, so that this 2nd eagle might water it.
The vine did this even though it was growing in good soil with
abundant water nearby,
enough to make it a luxuriant and fruitful plant.

Treacherous Rebellion

22

This 2nd eagle was not only Egypt, but it’s ruler, Pharaoh Hopra.
(2Chr 36:9-13; Jer 44:30; 37:7; 52:1-7).
When Zedekiah turned to him for support,
- Isaiah spoke out against such an alliance (Isa 30:17;31:1-3).
- Jeremiah (Jer 37:7) and Ezekiel also opposed this idea
of Judah aligning with Egypt.
The prophets Jeremiah,
Jeremiah and Isaiah,
Isaiah and Ezekiel among others
others,
all pointed out that Nebuchadnezzar was the instrument of God
executing God’s judgment on the land in the first place.
To rebel against him was to rebel against God – again…
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Treacherous Rebellion

There was no reason for Zedekiah’s revolt.
• They were not under oppression or being dispersed;
• They were actually under a beneficial rule under Nebuchadnezzar.
• They
y had securityy under him.
• They enjoyed all the necessities of life.
It was only through ambition and ingratitude that Zedekiah revolted
and became insubordinate in his allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar.
When Ezekiel penned this prophecy Zedekiah’s final revolt had not yet
happened.
This prophetic parable was written sometime between 592 BC
(Ezek 8:1) and 591 BC (Ezek 20:1).
Zedekiah’s final revolt against Babylon actually began in 587 BC.
Ezekiel predicted Zedekiah’s revolt almost five years before it
happened.

24

Ezekiel 17:9
9] Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? shall
he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof,
that it wither? it shall wither in all the leaves of her spring, even
without great power or many people to pluck it up by the roots
thereof.
The Lord rhetorically asked if the owner of such a vine would
not pull it out of its soil and cause it to wither and become
unfruitful.
g that anyone
y
could do could cause such a vine to
Nothing
recover its original health and fruitfulness after such treatment
(v. 22-24).
Even though its roots were still in the ground it would not
thrive.
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Ezekiel 17:10

25

10] Yea, behold, being planted, shall it prosper? shall it not
utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it shall wither
in the furrows where it grew.
“...the east wind”: A wind blowing from out of the East representing Nebuchadnezzar
(Job 27:21; Isa 27:8; Hos 13:15).
The hot east wind would easily wither it where it grew
(Ezek 19:12; Job 27:12; Isa. 27:8; Hos. 13:15)
Zedekiah was taken at Jericho on Jewish soil (Jer 52:8).

The Interpretation of the riddle 17:11‐21
Now we get to the second part, which is in effect
the interpretation of this parable.
From verse 11 - 21 we will see Ezekiel himself
interpreting the previous 10 verses.
First, Ezekiel interpreted his fable historically.
p
the events theologically.
g
y
Then,, he interpreted
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Ezekiel 17:11‐12
11] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
12] Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these
things mean? Tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to
Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof,
and led them with him to Babylon;
“...the rebellious house...”: The history of Jehoiachin’s deportation
and of Zedekiah’s oath of allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar is
recapitulated (2 Chr 36:13; Gen 15:9-18; Jer 34:8-22)
Ezekiel tells his rebellious hearers that the first eagle stood for the
king
g of Babylon,
y
Nebuchadnezzar (Jer.
(
48:40; 49:22; Dan. 7:4).
)
The eagle, as a figure in Scripture, is often used to describe God
- a powerful being that comes swiftly to judge like an eagle
swoops down quickly to snatch away it’s unsuspecting prey.
(Deu 28:49; Is 46:11; Jer 48:40; 49:22).
Here the eagle represents God's instrument of judgment,
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.

28

Ezekiel 17:11‐12
11] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
12] Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things
mean? Tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and
hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with
him to Babylon;
Scripture uses the cedar tree (v.3) as a figure used to describe the
Davidic line of kings culminating in Messiah (Isa 10:33-11:1)
The cedar trees of Lebanon were beautiful and very hardy.

• Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion of Jerusalem is represented by Lebanon in
the riddle,, v.3))
The invasion devastated the land like a hot east wind (v.10).
• He cropped off the Judean king, Jehoiachin (the top of the cedar tree,
v.3), and his advisers (the topmost of its young twigs, v.4)
• And he carried them off to Babylon in 597 BC (Dan 7:4).
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Ancient Trade Route through
Babylon on the Tigris & Euphrates

31

Ezekiel 17:14
14] That the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself
up, but that by keeping of his covenant it might stand.

Babylon was a city of traders in a land of merchants
(v.4; 16:29; 1Kgs 10:27; 2Kgs 24:10-12; Jer 22:15, 23).
It was the gateway to India and the Far East just as
Jerusalem was the gateway to Egypt and Africa.

Nebuchadnezzar dealt sincerely and openly in proposing
conditions, and these moderate ones; therefore Zedekiah’s
treachery was the baser and was a counterpart to their
treachery towards God.
Nebuchadnezzar made a binding covenant with Zedekiah
obligating him to serve Babylon, and Zedekiah flourished for a
time.
time
The vine's roots remained under it, but it grew low and
spreading rather than standing upward and being fruitful.
(v.6)

Ezekiel 17:13
13] And hath taken of the king’s seed, and made a covenant with
him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty
of the land:
“...hath
hath taken an oath
oath...”:: The issue here is Zedekiah
Zedekiah’s
s oath
“...the mighty...”: The hostages taken to fulfill the covenant which
Zedekiah broke and whom he exposed to death by his treason.
Nebuchadnezzar had set up Zedekiah one of the royal seed as his
vassal whom he ‘planted’ in the fertile soil of Canaan (v.5).
He deported the former leaders of Judah to Babylon so Judah
would be a docile servant and continue to exist with a measure
of independence under his control (2 Kings 24:17; Jer. 37:1).
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Ezekiel 17:15
15] But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors
into Egypt, that they might give him horses and much people.
Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth such things? or
shall he break the covenant
covenant, and be delivered?
“...horses...”: Egypt abounded in them.
The whole region from Thebes to Memphis was filled
with royal stalls: 20,000 chariots with two horses in each
could be furnished for war — Diodorus Siculus [1.45].
They
y were forbidden to Israel
(Deut 17:16; Isa 31:1, 3; 36:9).
Horses represented the great military strength and
prowess in (and of) Egypt.
Israel was not to place their trust in military power but in
God.
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Ezekiel 17:15

33

15] But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that
they might give him horses and much people. Shall he prosper? shall he
escape that doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be
delivered?
“ h brake
“...he
b k th
the covenant...”:
t ” God’s
G d’ people
l b
broke
k th
the covenant.
t
Nebuchadnezzar kept his side of the covenant.
The pagan nation kept their side of it.
Shame on us - there are people in the world who exhibit more integrity than
those of us who claim to belong to God.
The vine (Israel/Zedekiah) rebelled against the eagle (Nebuchadnezzar)
and sent out its roots and branches to the 2nd strong eagle in the riddle
(Egypt/Pharaoh Hophra Grk: Apries, 589-570 BC) for arms and troops
to resist the Babylonians (probably in 588 BC v.7).
Zedekiah was not going to escape Nebuchadnezzar's wrath for breaking the
covenant that he had made with Nebuchadnezzar.
A covenant he had sworn in God's name (Eze 5:7; 2Chr 36:13).

Oaths
An oath sworn before the Lord, even an oath made under
fraud or duress was a sacred thing that needed to be honored.
The swearing of an oath in the Old Testament was
authenticated by accompanying sacrifices.
That involved the Lord who took them seriously.
Even the Gibeonite oath, made on fraudulent premises, still
had to be honored (Josh 9; 2 Sam 21:1-3).
Mat 5:37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay,
nay:for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil
evil.
When Zedekiah swore his oath of allegiance to
Nebuchadnezzar, the Lord's name was invoked as a guarantor
of the treaty (2Chr 36:13).
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Oaths
Jeremiah had been warning Zedekiah that he had made an
oath and he would have to fulfill it.
Despite those warnings Zedekiah sought aid from Egypt.
When Zedekiah broke his oath to Nebuchadnezzar, he in
effect broke a treaty with God.
The Lord swore that Zedekiah would die in Babylon for
breaking his covenant with Nebuchadnezzar (v.19).
After judgment became inevitable, God's
God s will for Judah was
submission to their foreign conquerors as a sign of their
submission to him (Jer 38:17-23).

36

Ezekiel 17:16

16] As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the
king dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he despised, and
whose covenant he brake, even with him in the midst of Babylon
he shall die.
Zedekiah would die in the land of Babylon that he betrayed and
despised under the authority of the king whose covenant he
broke.
Ezekiel repeats the prediction of Ezek 12:13.
My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in
my snare: and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the
Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there.
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Ezekiel 17:17‐18

37

17] Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company
make for him in the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts, to
cut off many persons:
18]] Seeing
g he despised
p
the oath by
y breaking
g the covenant, when, lo,
he had given his hand, and hath done all these things, he shall not
escape.
“...Pharaoh”: Pharaoh Hophra (Jer 37:7; 44:30),
the successor of Necho (2Kgs 23:29).
Earlier, during Josiah’s reign (2 Chr 35), Pharaoh Necho provided
refuge for the Levites and the Ark of the Covenant.
The Pharaoh here was Apries of the Greeks.
For more than a 1,000 years, from 1600 BC onward, the Egyptians
led in military assets and exploitation by chariots, horses, calvary, etc.
But now Pharaoh would not come to Zedekiah's aid when
Nebuchadnezzar invaded and besieged Jerusalem and slew
many of the people.

Ezekiel 17:19

38

39

Ezekiel 17:20

20] And I will spread my net upon him, and he shall be taken in my
snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, and will plead with him there
for his trespass that he hath trespassed against me.
This was spoken almost 5 years before the fall of Jerusalem (Ez 8:1;
20:1).
Sometimes God allows a godless nation to harass and actually
destroy those who claimed to be God’s people but have departed
from Him.
God would avenge Himself “on the head” of the perjurer.
He entraps
p Zedekiah as Zedekiah had tried to entrap
p others ((Ps
7:15-16)
The Lord would capture him like an animal in a net, bring him
to Babylon, and judge him there for his covenant
unfaithfulness to Yahweh.

40

Ezekiel 17:21

19] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely mine oath that
he hath despised, and my covenant that he hath broken, even it will I
recompense upon his own head.

21] And all his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by the
sword, and they that remain shall be scattered toward all
winds: and ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it.

““...mine oath”:
” There had apparently been a sacrifice
f
when this oath
was made so that it was no longer just a commitment on the part
of Zedekiah to Nebuchadnezzar.

Zedekiah’s best soldiers would die.

With the sacrifice it had become the Lord’s covenant.
God’s representative had invoked God’s name and then violated his
p
promise.
It was as God’s representative he made the covenant.
It was not just Zedekiah’s word to Nebuchadnezzar that must
be avenged.
It was Zedekiah’s breaking his covenant with God – he had
misrepresented God.
2012-01-12

The survivors of the siege of Jerusalem would be scattered.
When this happened everyone would know that Yahweh
had ordained Jerusalem's destruction.
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Ezekiel 17:22

41

22] Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest
branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the
top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an
high mountain and eminent:

22] Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest branch
of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the top of his
young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain
and eminent:
The Lord would also snip a tender twig from the top of the tall cedar
tree that represented the Davidic line of kings – the Messiah.
God would plant this twig on a high mountain in Israel so that it
would grow there, produce sheltering boughs and bear fruit.
Birds (peoples) of every kind would come and take refuge in
its shady branches
branches.
People would dwell securely under the protection of this
great kingdom (Isa 2:2, 11:10; Ezek 1:23; Hos. 14:5-7; Dan.
4:12, 21; Matt. 13:31-32; Mark 4:32).
Israel will protect surrounding nations rather than being their
pawn….

Like the preceding parable (Ezek 16:60-63) this one also ends
with a promise of hope
“...I will also”: God compares His own future action to those
of Nebuchadnezzar
Nebuchadnezzar took of the seed of the land and planted it
(Ezek 17:3, 5);
…’so will I’, says the Lord, ‘but with better success than
Nebuchadnezar had’.
The branch Nebuchadnezzar plucked and planted
flourished just for a time. But, it quickly perished.

Ezekiel 17:22
22] Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest
branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the
top of his young twigs a tender one
one, and will plant it upon an
high mountain and eminent:
“…I will plant a scion
(a detached living portion of a plant as a bud or shoot joined to a stock)

of the same tree (the house of David)
g
belongs
g
to whom the kingdom
by an everlasting covenant,
and it shall be the shelter of the whole world,
and shall be for ever.”
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Ezekiel 17:22

42

44

Ezekiel 17:22

22] Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest
branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the
top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high
mountain and eminent:
Ezekiel compared God's future actions to those of the two eagles
(Babylon and Egypt) already mentioned.
Neither of those eagles had been able to provide the security
and prosperity Israel desperately longed for.
God would succeed where they had failed.
The “branch
branch, tender twig”
twig is a messianic title
title.
(Is 11:1; Jer 23:5-6; 33:14-16; Zec 3:8; 6:12-13).
The high mountain is likely Mount Zion, the place where Messiah
will set up His throne in the Millennium (Ps 2:6).
Then the cedar tree (the Messianic kingdom) will be very stately
and fruitful.
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Ezekiel 17:22
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47

Ezekiel 17:23

22] Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest
branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the
top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an
hi h mountain
high
t i and
d eminent:
i
t

23] In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it
shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar:
and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow
of the branches thereof shall they dwell.

“...a tender one”: Messiah alone can be meant:
originally “a tender plant and root out of a dry ground” (Isa
53:2).
The beginning of His kingdom being humble.
His reputed parents
parents, though King David’s
David s of lineage
lineage,
would be of low rank. (v.24)
Yet, God here calls Him “the highest … of the high” (Ps
89:27).

Antichrist assumes in mimicry the universal power really
belonging to Christ; Ezek 31:6; Dan 4:12.

Ezekiel 17:22
. 22]

Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest
branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the
p of his yyoung
g twigs
g a tender one,, and will p
plant it upon
p an
top
high mountain and eminent:
“...high mountain and eminent”:
Zion is destined to be the moral center and eminence of
grace and glory shining forth to the world.
The kingdom shall have its highest manifestation at His
reappearing to reign on Zion and from there over the
whole earth (Ps 2:6, 8; Isa 2:2, 3; Jer 3:17).

2012-01-12

Mat 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed,
which a man took
took, and sowed in his field: 32 Which
indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is
the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.

46

48

Ezekiel 17:24
24] And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD have
brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried
up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the
LORD have spoken
p
and have done it.
“...exalted the low tree”: The lofty top is in contrast to Nebuchadnezzar.
This passage is also sort of an echo to Psalm 89, the essence of which
is that the Covenant with David would never be made void or annulled.
The establishment of this new and universal kingdom by YHWH will
lead the world to recognize him as the Lord of human life and the
Controller of Israel
Israel’s
s destiny
destiny.
• Other kingdoms are likewise called trees
(Ezek 31:5, 8, 14, 16, 18).
• For passages in Ezekiel concerning God’s kingdom,
(Ezek 21:27; 34:24; 37:24; 40-48.
See also Lk 1:51-55)
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[22] Thus saith the Lord God; I will also take of the highest branch of the
high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a
tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent:
[23] In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring
forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall
dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof shall
they dwell.
[24] And all the trees of the field shall know that I the Lord have brought
down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green
tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the Lord have spoken and
have done it.
• This prophecy was not fulfilled when Israel returned to the land after
the Babylonian Captivity.
• The fulfillment awaits God’s establishment of Israel in the Millennium
under the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
• At that time God’s kingdom will rule the world (Dan 2:44-45; Zec
14:3-9, 16-17)

24] And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD
have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree,
have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to
flourish: I the LORD have spoken and have done itit.
Then the other nations (trees) would know that the one who
had done this was Israel's God.
He would cut down the high tree (Babylon /
Nebuchadnezzar) and exalt the low tree (Israel / Jesus the
Messiah).
He would dry up the presently green tree (Egypt) and make
the presently dry tree (Israel) flourish.

Ezekiel 17:24
24] And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD
have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree,
have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to
flourish: I the LORD have spoken and have done it.
“...I the Lord have spoken and have done it”: God speaks
about things yet future as if they were done, because
He ordained them.
God Himself does all this !!!
promised this was Yahweh,
The one who p
He would also perform it.
God’s promises are history future – a done deal.
These concluding verses without question introduce a
Messianic prophecy (Isa. 2:2-4; Micah 4:1-4).
2012-01-12
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Ezekiel 17:22‐24
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Genesis 5 – The Gospel in the Torah
Hebrew
Adam
Seth
Enosh
Kenan
Mahalalel
Jared
Enoch
Methuselah
et use a
Lamech
Noah

# 52

Ezekiel 17:24

English
Man (is)
Appointed
Mortal
Sorrow; (but)
The Blessed God
Shall come down
Teaching (that)
Hiss deat
death sshall
a b
bring
g
To the Despairing
Rest (and) Comfort

The Gospel hidden in the genealogy from Adam to Noah
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The genealogy in Matthew begins with “the first Jew”, Abraham.
Luke begins with Adam (“Son of God” vs. sons of Adam);
the next 10 are familiar from Genesis 5.
From Abraham to David they’re identical.

53

The Me
essianic Line
e

Luke

Pharez
Hezron
Ram
Amminadab
Nahshon
Salmon
Boaz
Obed
Jesse
David

The House of David
Matthew

14

Jehoiakim*
Jehoiachin*
Salathiel**
Zerubbabel
Abiud
Ehakim
Azor
d
Sadoc
Achim
Eliud
Eleazar
Matthan
Jacob
Joseph
2012-01-12

In Jechoniah (also, Coniah, Jechoiachin) we see the end.
- Zedekiah was never called a king by Ezekiel.

Abraham
Isaac
Jacob
Judah
Shem
Arphaxad
Salah
Eb
Eber
Peleg
Reu
Serug
Nahor
Terah

Solomon
Rehoboam
Abijah
Asa
Jehoshaphat
h h h
Jehoram
Ahaziah*
Joash*
Amaziah*
Uzziah
Jotham
Ahaz
Hezekiah
Manasseh
Amon
Josiah

14

56

After David there were all kinds of bad kings getting worse and
worse, declining spiritually and getting into idolatry.

Matthew
Adam
Seth
Enosh
Kenan
Mahalalel
Jared
Enoch
Methuselah
Lamech
Noah

Blood Curse on Jeconiah

Jechoniah was not just cursed,
God pronounced upon him a blood curse
None of his seed, none of his descendants would ever
rule in Judah any more.

Ruth 4

14
Genesis 38

All died violent deaths
Skipped in Matthew’s list
Ahaziah
slain by Jehu 2 Kings 9
Joash
slain by servants 2 Kgs 12
Amaziah
slain by the people of
Jerusalem
2 Kings 14

54

God is dealing with idolatry “to the 3rd
and 4th generations” Ex 20:4-5
Their names are therefore “blotted
out” according to the Law
out
Deu 29:20 The LORD will not spare
him, but then the anger of the LORD
and his jealousy shall smoke against
that man, and all the curses that are
written in this book shall lie upon him,
and the LORD shall blot out his name
from under heaven.

Matthew
Solomon
Rehoboam
Abijah
Asa
Jehoshaphat
Jehoram
Ahaziah*
Joash*
Amaziah*
Uzziah
Jotham
Ahaz
Hezekiah
Manasseh
Amon
Josiah
Jehoiakim

57

The House of David

Jehoiachin *
* Also called Jekoniah

Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man
childless, a man that shall not prosper in
his days: for no man of his seed shall
prosper, sitting upon the throne of
David and ruling any more in Judah
David,
Judah.
Jeremiah 22:30
The end of the line; the dynasty ends!?
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The House of David

Jesus Lineage – Family Relationships

Matthew
w

Jehoiachin
Salathiel
Zerubbabel
Abiud
Ehakim
A
Azor
Sadoc
Achim
Eliud
Eleazar
Matthan
Jacob
Joseph

Luke

Priestly Line (LEVITE)

Solomon
Rehoboam
Abijah
Asa
Jehoshaphat
Jehoram
Ahaziah*
Joash*
Amaziah*
Uzziah
Jotham
Ahaz
Hezekiah
Manasseh
Amon
Josiah
Jehoiakim

Nathan
Mattatha
Menan
Melea
Eliakim
Jonan
Joseph
Juda
Simeon
Levi
Matthat
Jorim
Eliezer
Jose
Er
Elmodam
Cosam
Addi
Melchi
Neri

Salathiel
Zerubbabel
Rhesa
Joanna
Juda
Joseph
Semei
Mattathias
Maath
Nagge
Esli
Naum
Amos
M tt thi
Mattathias
Joseph
Janna
Meichi
Levi
Matthat
Heli
(Mary)

Daughters of Zelophehad

Royal Line (JUDAHITE)
Abraham
Isaac
Jacob

LEVI

JUDAH

brothers

AARON

DAVID
Nathan

brothers

Jechoniah

Elisabeth & Mary’s
Grandfather
Elisabeth’s father

siblings

Zacharias Elisabeth

Solomon

(lineage cursed)

Jacob

Mary’s mother Heli – Mary’s father
Mary

cousins

espoused

Joseph

humanity
John the Baptist
A priest after the order of Aaron

59

2nd cousins

Jesus, Immanuel
divinity
A priest after the order of Melchezidek

HOLY SPIRIT

61

Ezekiel 18

There was a Torah exception on rules of inheritance
— requested of Moses by the daughters of Zelophehad (Num
27:1-11)
— granted by Joshua (Josh 17:3
17:3-6)
6)
The exception provided for inheritance through the daughter,
if no sons were available and
she married within her tribe.
The husband is adopted by father of the bride
(Ezra 2:61= Neh 7:63; Num 32:41, 1 Chr 2:21-23, 34-35).
This anticipates the lineage of Christ
— Joseph was the son-in-law of Heli Lk 3:23
G3543 νομίζω nomizo, as reckoned by law; according to custom.
Every detail, even in the regulations of the Torah are there by
deliberate design ... and they always point to Christ!
2012-01-12
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Ezekiel Chapter 18: The Justified Verdict

62

God is going to emphasize that these people are going to be
judged for their personal sin.
The concept that they had invoked, both from the proverb and
from the Torah, was that the iniquity of the fathers was visited
upon the children.
They are going to use that as an excuse:
“OK, you’re judging us; but you are judging us for the sins
of our fathers.
All these years we have put our trust in the Lord’s
mercy only to discover that we are victims of an
immutable law of the universe: the fate of one
generation is inexorably determined by the actions of
the previous generations.”
(Exod. 20:5; 34:6-7; Deut. 5:9).
Ezekiel will have none of this.

In Chapters 15-17, Ezekiel delivered three parables to convict
the nation of her sin
sin.
He now returns with bluntness in a direct message to drive
home the fact of Israel’s guilt.
The message in Chapter 18 is similar to that in Ezekiel 12:2128, in that they both answered the people in their attempt to
deny their coming judgment
judgment.

Ezekiel 18:1‐2
1] The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying,
2] What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land
of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s
children
s teeth are set on edge?
Ezekiel is not giving his own opinion. This is God’s Word.
The Lord told Ezekiel to ask the people what they meant when
they used a proverb that implied that the present generation of
Israelites was suffering because of the sins of their forefathers
(Jer. 31:29).
They were claiming to be the innocent victims of the actions of
others, blaming others for their condition.
In this they sounded just like many in our own day who
refuse to take personal responsibility for their actions.

2012-01-12
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Sin By Heredity?

63

65

Sin By Heredity?

Earlier the Lord had told these same people that other people
would quote the proverb,
"Like mother, like daughter" (16:44).
This proverb expressed the fact that the Israelites were
behaving as the Canaanites did.
What God is going to emphasize their personal responsibility.
They are being judged for their sin, and he is going to use
several examples in rebuttal to their hereditary arguments.
The idea of personal responsibility is not a new idea.
It is true that the sins of parents result in consequences for
their children, grandchildren, and even great-grandchildren that
we might call the "fallout" of the parents' sins.
But it is not true that God "punishes" children simply
because their parents have sinned.
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Sin By Heredity?

66

It is not correct to say that God "punishes" children because their
parents have sinned.
This is the conclusion that the Israelites in exile had drawn and that
this chapter refutes (Jer. 31:27-30; Lam. 5:7).
Some of what Ezekiel's hearers were experiencing were the
consequences of the sins of former generations but that was not the
reason they were being judged.
We may suffer the consequences of another’s sin but we are not
judged because of the sins which were committed by others.
God was judging them personally because they were personally
responsible for their own actions that were sinful (Eze 3:16-21; 14:1220; 33:1-20).
God had revealed this principle of individual responsibility long ago
(Gen. 2:17; 4:7; Deut. 24:16; 2 Kings 14:6).
Ezekiel talked about it in Ezekiel 3 & 14.
It is also dealt with in the Torah in Deut 24 and in 2Kgs 14.

Ezekiel 18:2

67

2] What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of
Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge?
The children of Israel had a proverb they used
used, and it is
mentioned twice by Jeremiah:
In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten
a sour grape, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.
Jeremiah 31:29
Our fathers have sinned, and are not; and we have borne their
iniquities Lamentations 5:7
iniquities.

68

Ezekiel 18:2

2] What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of
Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge?
The p
people
p may
y have built this p
proverb upon
p ap
passage
g back in
Exodus:
“Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate me” (Ex 20:5 Cf. Ex 34:6,7; Deut 5:9).
The proverb they drew from this verse is incorrect by lifting a verse
out of Scripture without considering its context.
This is a false proverb.
God judges the individual, father or son, according to his conduct.
Note also: This is not a judgment for eternal life, but a judgment in
this life according to conduct as a person obeys or disobeys God.

69

Dodging Blame
It is a universal mark of corrupt nature to lay the blame, which
belongs to ourselves, on others and to arraign the justice of
God.
J t as th
Just
the modern
d
JJews attribute
tt ib t their
th i presentt di
dispersion,
i
not to their own sins, but to those of their forefathers.
Compare this to Gen 3:12, where Adam transfers the
blame of his sin to Eve, and even to God,
“The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave
me of the tree, and I did eat.”

The point of these passages was that the effects of sin are
serious and long-lasting,
not that God capriciously or unfairly punishes the innocent for
their ancestors’ evil ways.
2012-01-12
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Despair and Fatalism

70

4] Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the
soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.
"Souls" (Hb. nephesh) means "lives" (13:20), not disembodied spirits.
God is speaking
p
g of the way
y in which He jjudges
g individuals in this life.
We need to look at this entire chapter from that viewpoint.
Ezekiel anticipates the teaching of St. Paul, that
God willeth that all men should be saved 1Tim 2:4
If a man dies or is put to death for sin, it is his own sin that caused it.
“The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall
the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to
death for his own sin.” (Deut 24:16).
In contrast to their proverb, the truth is that everyone is personally
responsible to God, the present generation and former generations.
We bear the guilt of our own sinfulness which results in our death.
Not the guilt of someone else (Eze 3:18-21).

If they were being punished for the crimes of Manasseh (2 Kgs
24:3,-4) and for the sins of their fathers, why should they
struggle
l to d
do right?
i h?
What chance does an individual have in the face of a fate
inherited from the past?
Why should anyone try to be godly in such an unjust world?
(the hedonism pictured in Isa 22:12, 13)
Is there any alternative to bleak despair for man? (Eze 33:10)

Ezekiel 18:3

71

3] As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have occasion any
more to use this proverb in Israel.
“As I live...”: The word live or some form of it occurs 13 times in
this chapter, and the word die occurs 14 times.
We have life and death presented here, but it is not eternal life or
eternal death that God is talking about.
The Lord instructed the people not to use this proverb in Israel any
more.
It implied something about God's dealings with them that was not
true.
No one can excuse his or her sinfulness on the basis of his or her
ancestors.
Human beings are free to make their own decisions.
We are responsible for the consequences of those decisions.
Each one of us has the ability to determine our own final condition.
2012-01-12
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Ezekiel 18:4

73

Achan and David

We need to see the biblical distinction between guilt and consequences.
A person will never be blessed or benefit from sin.
The guilt of sin may be removed but the consequences sin in this life,
whether on the sinner or those impacted by his sin, usually remain.
In Josh 7:1
7:1-26
26 we have the account of Achan
Achan’ss sin.
sin
Achan was the guilty party (Jos 7:21) but his family (who may have
shared guilt by remaining silent about his misdeed) shared the
consequences of his guilt, which was death by stoning.
This was the point being made in Exod 20:5 and 34:6-7.
Individually each person is responsible for his or her own guilt of sin.
y be aware that the consequences
q
of sin will affect
But,, we must always
others who may be innocent of the guilt for that particular sin.
God promised to forgive and remove the guilt of sin.
However, in this life, sin’s consequences may remain, even after the guilt
is forgiven.
Even though David was forgiven of his sins of adultery and murder, he,
Bathsheba, and their child still suffered the consequences (2Sa 12:11-20)
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“The Soul (= life) that Sinneth, It Shall Die”

5] But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right,
EG: The Just Grandfather, Hezekiah.
6] And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up
his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his
neighbour’s wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous woman,

“Live” (v. 9, 17, 19) and “die” (v. 4, 13, 18) are used in both a
literal, present sense and an eternal sense.
“To live” is to enter into the perfect kingdom of the Lord which
is about to come (Ezek 37-48);
Ezekiel, like the other Old Testament writers, saw this
kingdom as an earthly one, beginning now and
continuing on into eternity.

“eaten”: Refers to the feasts which were connected with the
sacrifices (Ex 32:6; Deut 32:38; Jdg 9:27; 1 Cor 8:4, 10; 10:7).
“Upon the mountains”: here had reference to the places where their
idol worshiping was conducted; and eating of that implied the
partaking in the idol festivities and rites (Deut 12:13-14)
12:13 14).

“to die” is to have no share in it; you are separated from it.
4] …the
the soul that sinneth,
sinneth it shall die.
die
Sin separates you from a right relationship with God,
Sin separates you from His protection, and His
fellowship, and His blessing.

Three Generation Example
Ezekiel is going to present this truth using three generations:
a father, a son, and a grandson.
p to illustrate this p
principle:
p
Ezekiel uses the example
– a father doing right (v.5-9),
– his son doing evil (v.10-13), and
– his grandson doing right (v.14-18).
In each case Ezekiel described the individual's actions and
the Lord's responses.
He may have had 3 kings of Judah in mind when he uses
this example:
– The just grandfather, Hezekiah;
– The ungodly son, Manasseh; and
– The just grandson, Josiah.
2012-01-12
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Ezekiel 18:5‐6

“neighbor’s wife...menstrous woman...”: respecting marriage rights
(Ex 20:14; Lev 20:10; Deut 22:22) and
laws respecting unclean women (Lev 15:24; 18:19; 20:18).

75
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Ezekiel 18:5‐6
5] But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right,
EG: The Just Grandfather, Hezekiah.
6] And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath
lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither
hath defiled his neighbour’s wife, neither hath come near to
a menstruous woman,
If a person behaved righteously and obeyed the Mosaic Law,
that person would live.
Evidence off righteousness before
f
God
G in the Old
O
Testament was typically obedience to specific commands
in the Law.
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Ezekiel 18:6

78

6] And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to
the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his neighbour’s wife,
neither hath come near to a menstruous woman,
The Lord cited 5 behaviors that showed departure from the will of God
under the Mosaic Law
Law.
1] Eating ceremonial meals at idol shrines and trusting in idols were
forbidden
Both were practiced by the Jews in Ezekiel's day (Deut. 12:2-4).
This was a violation of the first 4 commandments which required
exclusive allegiance to Yahweh.
g adultery
y and having
g sex with a woman during
g her menstrual
2]] Committing
period were practiced even though God prohibited them (Exod. 20:14;
Lev. 15:24; 18:19; 2010, 18; Deut. 22:22).
This and the following three cases are examples of the 5th through the
10th commandments that specify how one should treat other people.
The righteous man maintained his moral and ceremonial purity even in
the privacy of his marital life.

Ezekiel 18:7

8] He that hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken any
increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath
executed true judgment between man and man,
“...usury...
usury ”:: Jews were forbidden to take interest from their needy
brethren (Ex 22:25; Lev 25:25-37; Deut 23:19),
They were permitted interest on loans to foreigners (Deut
23:20).
5] not charging interest to other Israelites or practicing iniquity but
providing true justice and faithfully doing all that God required of
His people further represented doing God's
God s will.
will
The selfishness of the Jewish usurers cut to the very heart of
their sinfulness.
Again, God specified correct conduct as well as condemning
sin (v.7).

79

7] And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his
pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment;
“…oppressed any...restored to the debtor his pledge”: (Ex 22:2627; Deut 24:6, 10-13; Amos 2:8 et al.)
“...hath given his bread... hath covered the naked…”: Distributing
food to the hungry (Is 58:7; Mt 25:35-36) and clothing the needy.
3] Oppressing others and not returning something given as collateral
when someone returned what he had borrowed were violations of the
covenant (Exod. 22:26-27; Deut. 24:6).
4] Not robbing but instead providing food and clothing to the needy were
commanded (Deut. 15:11; 24:19-22; cf. Isa. 58:7).
Both of the examples in this verse deal with one's relationships to the
neighbor inside and outside Israel.
Both examples also specify the correct action in contrast to the
incorrect.
2012-01-12
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Ezekiel 18:8

81

Ezekiel 18:9
9] Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly;
he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD.
“...he shall surely live...”: He is talking about this life, not eternal life.
God will bless him in this life — this is the blessing of the Old
T t
Testament.
t
Clearly one's attitudes and actions toward other people demonstrate his
or her attitudes and actions toward God.
The Israelite who lived by the Mosaic standards was righteous in
behavior and could anticipate a long life of blessing from God (Lev.
18:1-5; Deut. 11; 26:16-19; 30:15-20; Phil. 3:6).
The man described here is a just man – let
let’s
s call him:
‘the just grandfather’.
The son is going to be ungodly: a robber, a murdered, and a lot of other
horrible things.
But then the grandson (v.14-18), is going to be just.
This fact will silence the idea that you are punished for your father’s sins.
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Ezekiel 18:10
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14] Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father’s sins which
he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like,
15] That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up
his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his
neighbour’s wife,
The Just Grandson, Josiah,
the pious son of guilty Amon (the son of Manasseh);
(2Kgs 16:1-20; 18:1-37; 21:1-22:20)
This sinful son might have a son who observed his father's behavior
and chose to follow the example of his righteous grandfather rather
th that
than
th t off his
hi unrighteous
i ht
ffather.
th
If he refrained from the same evil practices as his father but rather
engaged in the same forms of goodness as his grandfather.
That man would surely live for his righteousness whereas his father
would die for his wickedness.

10] If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and
that doeth the like to any one of these things,
“any one of these things...”: Those things listed in v.6-9
(i.e., The Ungodly Son, Manasseh).

Ezekiel 18:11‐13
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11] And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the
mountains, and defiled his neighbour’s wife,
12] Hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not
restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed
abomination,
13] Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live?
He shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he shall surely die;
his blood shall be upon him.
A righteous person might have an unrighteous son who might do all the bad
things that his father avoided doing and might fail to do all the good things
that his father did
he [the wicked son] shall not live
live...”:: A good father cannot pile up merit
“...he
for his son (Eze 14:16, 18).
The ‘wicked son’ would die for his own sins; the responsibility for his
death would be his own.
This confirmed the fallacy of the people’s proverb (Ezek 18:2)
and the truth of God’s principle that we are each accountable for our
own failures (Ezek 18:4).
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Ezekiel 18:14‐15
14] Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father’s sins which
he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like,
15] That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up
hi eyes tto th
his
the id
idols
l off th
the house
h
off Israel,
I
l hath
h th nott d
defiled
fil d hi
his
neighbour’s wife,
Wicked parents do not necessarily produce wicked children because
the children can choose to do right.
... in this world, God does indeed punish entire groups for the sins
that they as groups commit, even when some members of the group
may be innocent
innocent.
Such groups are often nations, cities, or other political entities,
but they may also be societal groups such as priests or
prophets, or economic groups such as businesses or trade
guilds, or such voluntary associations as churches.
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20] The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity
of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon him.
The Israelites were claiming that a righteous son (which they viewed as
being themselves) would die for his father's (their ancestors') wickedness.
But this was not true.
Ezekiel points out that neither son nor father will be held responsible for
the other’s iniquity, but each person is individually responsible to God.
Individuals who practiced righteousness would experience God's
covenant promise of blessing on their lives even though their fathers
practiced wickedness.
“The soul that sinneth...”: We have this twice in this chapter —
here and in v4.
People die for their own sins, not for the sins of their fathers or the
sins of their sons.

16] Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the
pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given his
bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a
garment,
17] That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath not
received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments,
hath walked in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of
his father, he shall surely live.
18] As for his father
father, because he cruelly oppressed,
oppressed spoiled his
brother by violence, and did that which is not good among his
people, lo, even he shall die in his iniquity.

Ezekiel 18:19
God adopts a dialogue teaching style in which He both asks and
answers questions about individual responsibility.
19] Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the
ffather?
th ? Wh
When the
th son hath
h th done
d
that
th t which
hi h is
i lawful
l f l and
d right,
i ht and
d
hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.
Here the Jews object to the prophet’s word and in their objection
seem to seek a continuance of that very thing which they had
originally made a matter of complaint.
It now would seem a consolation to them to think the son might
suffer
ff for
f his
hi ffather’s
th ’ misdeeds;
i d d
it would soothe their self-love to regard themselves as innocent
sufferers for the guilt of others and
It would justify them in their present course of life, which they did
not choose to abandon for a better right way.
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Ezekiel 18:21
21] But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed,
and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he
shall surely live, he shall not die.
As a man does not inherit the consequences of what his fathers have
done, so the individual, through repentance, can be emancipated
from his own past.
If a wicked person repented of his wickedness and pursued righteous
behavior, he would live and not die.
This meant that doing good works could preclude God's judgment
of premature physical death,
death a judgment promised under the
Mosaic Law for those who practiced wickedness.
For the Jews still in Jerusalem this might mean deliverance
from death at the hands of Babylon's invading soldiers.
This did not mean that doing good works would atone for past
sins eternally.
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The stipulations of the Mosaic covenant were given to a people who
were already in a trusting relationship with God
They provided a concrete, practical outworking of faith in the God
who redeemed Israel from Egypt
gyp and g
gave the p
people
p his law. . . .
If they obeyed these commands, they would show their
righteousness by obedience, receive God's blessings, and live.
But if they failed to live according to God's ways as revealed in the
law, the Mosaic covenant declared that even those who had
believed ... would die physically (Deut 28:58-66; 30:15-20).
This whole chapter deals with the consequences of good and bad
conduct in this life under the Mosaic Covenant.
It does not deal with the subject of eternal life.
Eternal life has always come to a person by faith alone (Ge 15:6; Ro
4:5; Eph 2:8-10).
Faith causes behavior – Behavior is evidence of faith.

22] All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be
mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.
23] Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord
GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?
This is a call to repentance.
God’s questions reflect His mercy and his desire to save all.
God explained that He took no delight in people dying because of
their sins.
What gave Him pleasure was their turning from their sinful
conduct and so continuing to live.
This should be shared by every preacher who speaks about the
judgment of God.
To Ezekiel, as to Paul (1 Tim 2:4) and Peter (2 Pet 3:9), the mind of
God is presented as being absolutely righteous, absolutely just,
absolutely holy, and absolutely loving at the same time.

Ezekiel 18:24
24] But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness,
and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the
abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his
righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his
trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath
sinned, in them shall he die.
If men perish, it is because they will not come to the Lord for
salvation;
not that the Lord is not willing to save them
(1Tim 2:4; 2Ptr 3:9 John 5:40).
Th trample
They
t
l nott only
l on justice,
j ti
but
b t God’s
G d’ mercy;
What further hope can there be for them, when even mercy is
rejected by them? (Heb 10:26–29).
An individual's relationship with God determines whether he will
live or die.
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Eternal Security
Ezek 18:24 (and similar passages: Ezek 3:17-1; 33:10-20) have
been understood by some that a Christian may lose his righteous
standing before God.
Observe,, however,, that these passages
p
g in Ezekiel do not teach
the eternal loss of a saved person, because the word “righteous”
may refer to
Ceremonial religion (Mt 5:20) and
May not be referring to the “the righteousness which is of
God by faith (Phil 3:7-9).
Observe also, the p
punishment threatened refers only
y to p
physical
y
death rather than to eternal death.
These texts in Ezekiel must be considered in the light of NT texts
such as John 10:28,29; Rom 5:8,9; Phil 1:6, et al. that clearly teach
the security of the believer is based on the finished work of, the gift
from and calling by Jesus, not the recipients works or earned merits.
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29] Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O
house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal?
30] Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according
to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from
all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.

25] Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O
house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal?
26] When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness,
and
d committeth
itt th iniquity,
i i it and
d dieth
di th in
i th
them; ffor hi
his iiniquity
i it th
thatt h
he
hath done shall he die.
In spite of God's righteous dealings with people on the basis of
their conduct, the Israelites were accusing Him of not doing right.
“The way of the Lord is not equal...”: Literally, adjusted to the
standard.
A figure from the mercantile exchange (v. 29; 33:17; 1Sa 2:3)
The Lord asks if it was their ways rather than His that were not
right.

Ezekiel 18:27‐28
27] Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness
that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he
shall save his soul alive.
28]] Because he considereth, and turneth awayy from all his
transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall
not die.
The Lord repeated for clarification that turning to sin results in death
but turning from sin (obeying God's covenant stipulations) results in
life (v. 21-22, 24; Rom. 6:23).
The reference is not to a temporary or superficial lapse, but to a
persistent
i t t choice
h i off evilil which
hi h changes
h
th
the course off a man's
'
life.
If a person abandons God to pursue a life without God (i.e.,
apostasy), or vice versa, the result will be death or life respectively.
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In the Hebrew there is a play of like sounds, “Turn ye and return.”
The Israelites continued to claim that God's ways were not right
when it was really their ways that were not right (v.25).
In closing, God promised to judge each Israelite according to his or
her own conduct
conduct.
He urged His people to turn from their transgressions of His law
so their sins would not prove to be what tripped them up as they
journeyed through life.

97

Ezekiel 18:29‐30

29] Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal.
O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways
unequal?
30]] Therefore I will judge
j g you,
y , O house of Israel,, everyy one
according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn
yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be
your ruin.
Not as being perfect; but sincerely aim at perfection so as to not
be habitually and willfully on terms with any sin
1 John 3:6-9 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath
not seen him, neither known him. [7] Little children, let no man deceive you:
he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. [8] He
that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the
works of the devil. [9] Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his
seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
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31] Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have
transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will
ye die, O house of Israel?
32] For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord
God: wherefore turn yourselves,
yourselves and live ye.
ye
“a new heart and a new spirit” Only God could do this (Ezek 11:19;
36:26; Ps 51:10).
It was unnecessary that they die prematurely for their sins when they
could turn from them and continue to live (Ro 14:13).
But, they needed to adopt a new heart attitude, a new spirit, a spirit
of co
o
compliance
p a ce to
o God
God's
s will.
God reminds them that this death among His people gave Him no
pleasure (v.23; Is 28:21; John 5:40; 1Tim. 2:4; 2Pet 3:9).
He called them to change their attitude, to practice obedience to the
covenant, and to live.
Repentance was still possible for the generation of Jews to whom
Ezekiel ministered in Babylon.

Who’s to blame ?
Everyone - each one - stands alone.
And he can’t blame it on his environment or upbringing…
The teaching of this chapter answers the psychology
we use today
today, which argues that the reason a person
is irresponsible because ‘his mother didn’t treat him
right but neglected him and didn’t love him’.
You are a sinner because you have sinned and are a sinner
yourself.
Every individual will stand before God, and at that time
h won’t
he
’ b
be able
bl to bl
blame hi
his parents, hi
his teachers,
h
hi
his
preachers, his friends or anyone but himself.
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Who’s to blame ?

God still deals with people in the same righteous manner under
the New Covenant as He did under the Old.
Whereas our responsibilities under the New Covenant are
somewhat different from Israel's
Israel s under the Old,
Old the Lord still
holds His people personally responsible for our obedience to
His will.
As Christians we are personally responsible for our actions, just
as the Israelites were.
Personal failure to obey still affects our present lives
negatively,
i l and
d personall obedience
b di
still
ill affects
ff
our lilives
positively.
Our personal actions will affect our lives just as was true in
Israel.
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Who’s to blame ?

For Christians, who live under the New Covenant, premature
death may be God's judgment for sin (Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor. 11:30;
)
1 John 5:16).
Under the New Covenant what we do in this life also has
eternal consequences,
not that we will lose our salvation,
but we will suffer the loss of some eternal rewards
((Ro 14:10-12;; 1Co 3:8-15;; 2Co 5:10).
)

25 of 26

25

1/12/2012

Freedom vs. Responsibility

102

How do we harmonize the personal responsibility of the
individual and his moral freedom with God’s justice in the
treatment of every individual?
This is a difficult problem with which the Book of Job and
Psalm 73 struggle.
How can God forgive and still be just and holy ???
Even Socrates understood this dilemma: “It may be that
y can forgive
g
sins, but I don’t see how.”
Deity
Only through the sacrifice of a Savior…
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