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The Book of Ezekiel

Ezekiel 20:46-49 are at the beginning of Chapter 21
in the Hebrew Bible.
—The MT considers this section Chapter 21,
while
hil the
th English
E li h version,
i
ffollowing
ll i th
the LXX
LXX, th
the
Syriac, and the Vulgate, makes it 20:45-49; and
includes 21:1-32 and is called:

Chapter 21‐
21‐22
The Prophecy of the Sword
The Sins of the People

“The Prophecy of the Sword.”
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Outline of Ezekiel
Chapter
1–3
4–24
4
24
25–32
33–48
33–36
37
38–39
40–48

The Prophecy of the Sword

4

The sword here is Nebuchadnezzar.

The Call of the Prophet
God’s
God
s Judgment on Jerusalem
(Given before the siege of Jerusalem)
God’s Judgment on the Muslim Nations
(Given during the siege)
The Restoration of the Jews
(Given after the siege)
They return to their land
They experience new life and unity
They are protected from Gog and Magog
The Millennial Kingdom

In 588 BC he launched a campaign against Tyre, Judah,
and Ammon,
Ammon
the three principalities that were revolting against him.
He sieged Jerusalem.
The seige ended in 586 BC. with the destruction of
Jerusalem.
Chapter 21 it makes it explicitly clear that the King of Babylon
is going to remove the last king of the Davidic line until
Messiah comes.
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Judgment of Judah's contemporary leaders
The section of the book that it begins contains four
messages of judgment on Judah and Jerusalem with
special
p
emphasis
p
on the judgment
j g
coming
g on the
leaders of the people.

45] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
46] Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy word toward
the south, and prophesy against the forest of the south field;
“...south...south...south...”: Three different Hebrew words are translated
‘south’
south meaning respectively
respectively,
•“right hand,” H8486  ּתמן/  ּתימןtêymân / têmân southward,
whatever is on the right (the southern quarter), south wind, south
•“brilliant” or “midday,” H1864  ּדרוםdârôm south
•“dry land” H5045  נגבnegeb south-country, Nekeb, south (Negev)

The Lord explained the basis for His judgment of
Judah (20:1-44).
Then He proceeded to describe and to affirm the
y of that judgment
j g
((20:45-21:32).
)
certainty

By using the three most common Hebrew terms for "south," the Lord
referred to Judah.
Judah
Judah was, of course, the "Southern Kingdom."
Later He clarified that the south included Jerusalem, its
sanctuaries, and all the land of Israel, which was then Judah (21:2)
3 different Hebrew words are used to highlight with certainty the region of
God’s displeasure.

Chapter 21 is one of the most important chapters in the
Book of Ezekiel as it makes it very explicit that the King
of Babylon is going to remove the last king of the
Davidic line until Messiah comes.

Ezekiel 20:45 – 21:32
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Ezekiel 20:45‐46
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Ezekiel 20:45‐46
45] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
46] Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy word
toward the south, and prophesy against the forest of the south
field;

Ezekiel will repeat this 4 times in this segment and the next chapter.
Ezekiel is not giving his personal viewpoint.
The Lord commanded Ezekiel to address Teman with a prophecy.
Teman (Heb. temanah, right) refers to the south.
Perhaps the translators of the NASB left this word transliterated
because Teman was also the name of an important town in Edom to
Jerusalem's southeast, and they felt the Lord might have intended
this prophecy for that town.
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Ezekiel 20:45‐46
45] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
46] Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy
word toward the south, and prophesy against the forest of the
south field;
The Lord further described the object of this prophecy as the
south (Heb. darom) and as the forest in the Negev (Heb. negeb).
Evidently the whole kingdom of Judah was quite wooded in
Ezekiel's day, and the woods extended south into the upper
Negev.
Negev
The Negev was the southern part of Judah that was a buffer
geographically between the marginally fruitful southern part
of Judah and the wilderness farther to the south.

Ezekiel 20:47‐48
47] And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the
LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will kindle a fire in
thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee, and every
dry tree: the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all
faces from the south to the north shall be burned therein.
48] And all flesh shall see that I the LORD have kindled it: it
shall not be quenched.
The meaning behind a fire is judgment – purifying purge.
green tree is g
generally
y an idiom for that which bears fruit;
The g
The dry tree is typically someone spiritually withered. It is one
who was once green and fruitful but is no longer…
Luke 23:31 For if they do these things in a green tree,
what shall be done in the dry?
2012-01-16
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Ezekiel 20:47‐48
47] And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the
LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will kindle a fire in
thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee, and every dry
tree: the flaming
g flame shall not be q
quenched,, and all faces from
the south to the north shall be burned therein.
48] And all flesh shall see that I the LORD have kindled it: it shall
not be quenched.
God was using the trees in the south to represent Judah's people.
The Lord announced that He was going to judge the Judahites as
when a fire sweeps through a forest.
All types of people would suffer, the outwardly righteous (green
tree) and the outwardly unrighteous (dry tree), and the judgment
would affect the whole land.
Everyone would eventually realize that Yahweh had brought this
terrible judgment on the Judahites.

12

Ezekiel 20:49
49] Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! they say of me, Doth he not
speak parables?
Ezekiel replied to the Lord that the people were not taking
what he said seriously; that by using these parables forms of
prophecy his countrymen were:
interpreting them anyway they choose, missing the truth
behind them.
p
g away
y his announcement of jjudgment
g
as only
ya
explaining
fable story, not as a symbolic message of real judgment to
come.
God permits him to express the same prophecy plainly in
Ezek 21:1-32.
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Ezekiel 21:1‐2
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3] And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I
am against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath,
and will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked.

1] And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy
word toward the holy places, and prophesy against the land
off IIsrael,
l

““...my sword...”:
d ” Th
The fifire off Ezek
E k 20:47-48
20 47 48 (21:5;
(21 5 30
30:24,
24 25
25;
32:10).
The sword drawn against Israel is that of his agent,
Nebuchadnezzar (v.19; 12:13; 17:20).

“...Jerusalem...holy places...land of Israel...”:
Cf. the three “souths” of Ezek 20:46
Again the Lord told His prophet to speak a message of
judgment against Jerusalem, the pagan sanctuaries, and the
whole land of Israel (ie: Judah).
Judah)
This would be a clarification of the figures used in the
previous parable.
Up to this point, the mercy of God has been extended, but
now coming judgment is inevitable and there is no alternative.

Ezekiel 21:3
3] And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I am
against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and will
cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked.
E ki l was tto announce th
Ezekiel
thatt Yahweh
Y h h stood
t d opposed
d tto Hi
His people
l
(Luke 9:51; 19:41; 21:20-24).
“...I am against thee...”: This is the first time He has said this about
His city of Jerusalem.
Instead of being their divine defender (De 32:41; Jos 5:13-15;
Is 31:8; 34:5-8; 66:16; Jer 25:31; 50:35-37; Zep 2:12), He was
going to turn against them.
“... cut off … the righteous and the wicked...”: The righteous and
the wicked take the place of the “green” and the “dry” tree (Ezek
20:47).
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Ezekiel 21:3

Unfortunately, some of the righteous would suffer along with the
wicked,, which is often the case in times of war.
He would put them to death with a sword,
both the righteous (the green tree) and the wicked (the
dry tree) throughout the whole land.
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Ezekiel 21:4‐5
4] Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the righteous and the
wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of his sheath
against all flesh from the south to the north:
5] That all flesh may know that I the LORD have drawn forth
my sword out of his sheath: it shall not return any more.
“...it shall not return any more”: The time for judgment has
come.
Everyone would know that God was responsible for the
judgment, and He would not sheath His sword (quench the
fire, 20:48).
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Ezekiel 21:6
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6] Sigh therefore, thou son of man, with the breaking of thy
loins; and with bitterness sigh before their eyes.
The Lord told Ezekiel to let the Jewish exiles among whom he
lived witness his groaning
groaning, grief
grief, and heartbreak as he delivered
this message.
The loins were regarded as the seat of strength (Job 40:16;
Ps 66:11; 69:23; Is 21:3; Na 2:10).
Ezekiel was to express God’s own breaking heart and emotion
to convey to his people the anguish that God felt.

19

Ezekiel 21:8‐9
8] Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
9] Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD; Say, A
sword, a sword is sharpened, and also furbished:
Ezekiel was to announce that a sword had been prepared,
sharpened and polished, and was now ready and waiting to go
to work slaughtering people quickly.

A sword, poetically a veritable Excalibur with a life of its own,
is ready for its grim destiny.
“… furbished…”: polished, the dazzling brightness of the
sword is added to its sharpness as a fresh element of
terror.

Ezekiel 21:7

18

7] And it shall be, when they say unto thee, Wherefore sighest
thou? that thou shalt answer, For the tidings; because it cometh:
and every heart shall melt, and all hands shall be feeble, and every
spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak as water: behold, it
cometh, and shall be brought to pass, saith the Lord GOD.
When the people asked Ezekiel why he was so sad, he was to
tell them that it was because of the coming judgment.
Ezekiel was to display something of what was in God’s own
heart toward the rebellious nation.
Ezekiel's visible display
p y of g
grief would impact
p
the people
p p
with whom he dealt when they heard the news and saw
Ezekiel’s grief over the sword that was coming.
This was speaking of the coming judgment of Nebuchadnezzar on
them in 588-586 BC.
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Ezekiel 21:10
10] It is sharpened to make a sore slaughter; it is furbished that it may
glitter: should we then make mirth? it contemneth the rod of my son, as
every tree.
The people could not possibly rejoice since the rod (scepter, symbol of
y) of God's representative
p
((son)) would have no respect
p
for anyone
y
authority)
(despise every tree, Eze 20:47) in this judgment?
“…my son…” here refers to Nebuchadnezzar who would accomplish
God's will by executing His punishment.
Titus the Roman came in 70 AD and leveled that city — just as
Nebuchadnezzar is about to do in Ezekiel’s time (Is 24:17; 66:16 Lk
21:26).
The figures of the rod and the son of God both describe Messiah elsewhere
(Ge 49:9-10; 2Sa 7:14).
Ezekiel's hearers were accustomed to thinking of these figures as
representing their deliverer.
Here they learned that God had another ‘figurative’ son with a scepter
who was coming to do His will to destroy them in righteous judgment.
(Is 10:5  the rod is the Assyrians).
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Ezekiel 21:11

21

23

12] Cry and wail, son of man, for it is against My people; it is
against all the princes of Israel; they are thrown to the sword
along with My people, and terrors by reason of the sword are
upon My people.
people Therefore smite your thigh [in dismay]
dismay].
13] For this sword has been tested and proved [on others],
and what if the rejecting and despising rod or scepter of Judah
shall be no more but completely swept away? says the Lord
God.
14] Therefore, son of man, prophesy and smite your hands
together and let the sword be doubled
doubled, yes
yes, trebled in intensity
intensity-the sword for those to be overthrown and pierced through; it is
the sword of great slaughter which encompasses them [so that
none can escape, even by entering into their inner chambers].

11] And he hath given it to be furbished, that it may be
handled: this sword is sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it
into the hand of the slayer.
God had the sword polished and would now use to execute
His judgment of His people.
He had placed the sword in the hand of their slayer…
g Nebuchadnezzar of
at this time and in this case King
Babylon.

Ezekiel 21:12‐14 (KJV)

Ezekiel 21:12‐14 (Amplified Version)

22

12] Cry and howl, son of man: for it shall be upon my people, it
shall be upon all the princes of Israel: terrors by reason of the
sword shall be upon my people: smite therefore upon thy thigh.
13] Because it is a trial, and what if the sword contemn even the
rod? it shall be no more, saith the Lord GOD.
14] Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine
hands together, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the
sword of the slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain,
which entereth into their privy chambers.
The Masoretic Text (MT) of these verses is difficult, and all
translations resort to conjectural emendations.

24

Ezekiel 21:14

14] Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine
hands together, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the
sword of the slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain,
privy
y chambers.
which entereth into their p
Ezekiel was to cry out and slap his thigh in great despair
because this judgment was coming on the people and
officials of Judah (Jer 31:19).
Ezekiel was to clap his hands together as he continued to
prophesy symbolizing his approval of God's will (6:11; 22:13;
25:6; Num.
Num 24:10; 2 Kings 11:12; Job 27:23; Ps.
Ps 47:1; Isa
Isa.
55:12).

Source: Pfeiffer, Charles F., The Wycliffe Bible Commentary:
Old Testament. Chicago : Moody Press, 1962
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Ezekiel 21:14
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14] Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine hands
together, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword of the
slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain, which entereth
into their privy chambers.
Some translators interpret the description of the invasion as coming
three times and doing double damage the third time (e.g. NKJV).
This may be a reference to Nebuchadnezzar's three invasions of
Jerusalem in 605, 597, and 586 B.C., the last invasion being twice
as bad as the other two.343
Other translations imply that the sword would strike twice or even
three times (e.g. NIV) suggesting that the invasion would come fast
from several different angles.
That the sword would double or triple itself in its influence.
The invasion would be unusually devastating. Even the great among
the people would not escape.
The invaders would surround everyone.

Ezekiel 21:14

26

14] Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine
hands together, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the
sword of the slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain,
privy
y chambers.
which entereth into their p
Israel’s leaders would die with the rest of the people which was
a cause for even greater sorrow than the destruction of the
ordinary Israelites. This would really test the nation.
The Judahites should not despise the rod that the Lord would
use to judge them; they should not think that Nebuchadnezzar
l k d th
lacked
the power tto d
destroy
t
JJudah.
d h
Nevertheless even Nebuchadnezzar would not prevail over
Israel ultimately because the rod Messiah would be the final
victor.
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Ezekiel 21:15
15] I have set the point of the sword against all their gates, that
their heart may faint, and their ruins be multiplied: ah! it is
made bright, it is wrapped up for the slaughter.
The Lord had an instrument of judgment (sword) that He had
prepared and kept ready that would slaughter His people
suddenly (like lightning), namely, Nebuchadnezzar.
The sword would cause the people to lose heart and die in the
gates of the city, the place where the leaders did business.

28

Ezekiel 21:16‐17
16] Go thee one way or other, either on the right hand, or on the left,
whithersoever thy face is set.
17] I will also smite mine hands together, and I will cause my fury to
rest: I the LORD have said it.
The Lord spoke to His instrument of judgment urging it to show itself
sharp by slaying His people on every side, as the Lord directed.
Yahweh would also give His approval by clapping His hands and
appeasing His wrath against His sinful people.
Some of the problem that the people had accepting this gloomy
picture of the future was:
p
1. their natural religious tendency to think of God as kindly and not
capable of punishing His people decisively also
2. it is hard for anyone to imagine the country in which they grew up
and the life they enjoyed in the past really coming to an end,
never again in their lifetime to be an independent nation, never
again having its own government, laws, economy or traditions.
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18] The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying,
19] Also, thou son of man, appoint thee two ways, that the sword of the
king of Babylon may come: both twain shall come forth out of one land:
and choose thou a place, choose it at the head of the way to the city.
The Lord commanded Ezekiel to draw a map representing a road that
the king of Babylon and his army would follow out of Babylon and by
which judgment from Yahweh would come upon Jerusalem.
This road was to come out of Babylon and follow a route hundreds
of miles long to the Orontes Valley where it was to split.
There was to be a signpost placed at that point.
Historically this fork was at Damascus.
• The southwest fork went to Judah and Jerusalem.
• The fork to the southeast went to Rabbath-Ammon, the capital
city of the Ammonites to the east of Judah.

20] Appoint a way, that the sword may come to Rabbath of the
Ammonites, and to Judah in Jerusalem the defenced.
Jerusalem lay on one of the road’s forks.
Rabbath-Ammon, situated at the source of the Jabbok, 25
miles NE of the Dead Sea, lay on the other.
In Greco-Roman times it was called Philadelphia;
Today it is known as Amman, capital of Jordan.
Both Judah and Ammon had proved to be disloyal vassals;
They had conspired together and both rebelled against
Babylon in 593 B.C. (Jer 27:1-3).

2012-01-16

21] For the king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, at
the head of the two ways, to use divination: he made his
arrows bright, he consulted with images, he looked in the liver.
Nebuchadnezzar was going to go against each of them
them, but as
kings always did in those days, he used divination, or fortunetelling, to choose which one he was going to pick first.
When the king of Babylon reached the fork in the road, he
used pagan methods to determine which road he should
take (Isa. 47:8-15).
Th lot
The
l t fell
f ll to
t go against
i t Jerusalem
J
l
and
d to
t besiege
b i
it
rather than Rabbah.
Obviously the Lord controlled the pagan means that
Nebuchadnezzar used to determine what He should do (Prv
16:33; 21:1; Jer. 27:6).

Perhaps he drew this map drawing in the dirt or on a tablet. (Eze 4:1)

Ezekiel 21:20

31

Ezekiel 21:21

30

32

Ezekiel 21:22
22] At his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to appoint captains,
to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice with shouting, to
appoint battering rams against the gates, to cast a mount, and to build a
fort.

The Lord was not here sanctioning the use of divination.
He was just playing out how the Babylonian king was going to do it and,
of course, the Lord had it come out so that Jerusalem was the king’s
choice (Prv 16:33).
One way of divining, known as belomancy among the Greeks, involved writing
various names on several arrows, mixing them in a quiver, and then
drawing or throwing them out.
A 2nd way was to
t consult
lt images,
i
t
teraphim
hi (Jud
(J d 18
18:18;
18 Hos
H 3:4).
3 4)
Teraphim were household idols that the pagans believed had connections
with the spirits of departed ancestors who could communicate with them
(necromancy).
A 3rd way was hepatoscopy, familiar in Greek, Etrurian, and Roman divination:
They would cut open an animal, typically a sheep, and depending on the
shape, color, or markings on the liver, decide what the choice might be.
8 of 20

8

1/16/2012

Ezekiel 21:23‐24

33

23] And it shall be unto them as a false divination in their sight, to them
that have sworn oaths: but he will call to remembrance the iniquity, that
they may be taken.
24] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have made your
iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are discovered, so
that in all your doings your sins do appear; because, I say, that ye are
come to remembrance, ye shall be taken with the hand.
Nebuchadnezzar's decision to come against Jerusalem would look like a
mistake to the leaders of Israel.
After all, the Ammonites were more wicked than Israel.
Furthermore Israel's
Furthermore,
Israel s leaders had sworn oaths of allegiance to Yahweh
in response to His sworn promises to them.
They thought God would defend them but the Lord would remember the
sins of His people and allow them to suffer conquest (Deu 28-29)
He would allow their destruction because their many sins were open
before Him. God would allow Nebuchadnezzar to capture them.

Ezekiel 21:25‐26

34

25] And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when
iniquity shall have an end,
26] Thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown:
this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high.
Wicked King Zedekiah, the prince of Israel, would be as good as dead when
his day of judgment came with the taking of Jerusalem.
The Lord would remove the high priest's turban and the king's crown by
terminating their offices.
There would not be another legitimate high priest or king in Israel to sit
upon the throne of David “until Shiloh comes”. A messianic prediction of
g from Jerusalem ((Heb. 5-7).
)
Jesus Christ's future earthlyy reign
The powerful would be humbled and the poor of the land would be the only
people allowed to remain in it.
Yahweh would make Jerusalem the ultimate ruin. It would no longer enjoy its
former glories until One would come who had a divine right to replace both
high priest and king (Ps 110:2, 4; 72; Is 9:6; Jer 23:5; 33:17; Zec 6:12-13).
God would then give the city into His control (Ge 49:10; Is 2:1-4).
2012-01-16
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Ezekiel 21:27
27] I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no
more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him.
This is Ezekiel’s first distinct reference to the personal
Messiah, who will have the right to wear the crown and will be
a true king (Ge 49:10; Ez 34:23).
The repetition expresses a superlative degree.
A full and complete action. (Is 6:3; Jer 22:29).

36

Genesis 49:10
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from
between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering
of the people be.
“Scepter”
p
 Hb: Shebet
Refers to their tribal identity and their right to apply and enforce Mosaic
Laws and adjudicate capital offenses: jus gladii.
Even during their 70-year Babylonian captivity (606-537 BC), the
tribes retained their tribal identity.
They retained their own logistics, judges, etc. (Ez 1:5,8).

[Josh MacDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict, pp 108-168]

Shiloh  He whose right it is
is, that which belongs to Him
The term “Shiloh” was understood by the early rabbis and Talmudic
authorities as referring to the Messiah.
“The scepter will not depart from Judah” until He comes to whom it
belongs.” [Targum Onkelos; Targum Jonathan; Targum Yerusahlmi]
[Cf. The Messiah: An Aramaic Interpretation; The Messianic Exegesis of the Targum,
Samson H. Levy, Hebrew Union College Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, 1974.]
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The Scepter Departs

37

The priests officially mourned:
“Woe unto us for the scepter has departed from Judah and
the Messiah has not come!”
(Babylonian Talmud
Talmud, Chapter 4,
4 folio 37
37.))
They believed the Word of God had failed!

• Herod the Great died.
• Herod Antipater had been murdered.
• Herod Archelaus
Archela s was
as appointed “Entharch” by
b Caesar
Augustus but was broadly rejected: Dethroned, Banished (67 AD)
Josephus, Antiqities, 17:13.

The scepter had, indeed, been removed from Judah, but
Shiloh had also come.
While the Jews wept in the streets of Jerusalem, a young
stepson o
stepso
of a ca
carpenter
pe te was
as g
growing
o g up in Nazareth.
a a et
He would present Himself as the Meshiach Nagid,
Messiah the King, on the very day which had been
predicted by the Angel Gabriel to Daniel five centuries
earlier. (Dan 9:24-27).

Caponius was appointed Procurator
— the legal power of the Sanhedrin was immediately
restricted and the adjudication of capital cases was lost.
This was normal Roman policy
(Josephus, Wars of the Jews, 2:8.).

Josephus, Antiquities, 20:9
After the death of the procurator Festus, when Albinus was
about to succeed him, the high priest Ananius considered it a
favorable opportunity to assemble the Sanhedrin. He
th f
therefore
caused
d JJames, th
the b
brother
th off JJesus, who
h was called
ll d
Christ, and several others, to appear before this hastily
assembled council, and pronounced upon them the sentence
of death by stoning. All the wise men and strict observers of
the law who were at Jerusalem expressed their disapprobation
of this act ...
S
Some
even wentt tto Albi
Albinus hi
himself,
lf who
h h
had
dd
departed
t d tto
Alexandria, to bring this breach of the law under his
observation, and to inform him that Aranius had acted illegally
in assembling the Sanhedrin without the Roman authority.
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Shiloh Arrives

38

40

Shiloh Arrives
From Zedekiah down to the Lord Jesus, there has been no
one in the line of David who ever sat on that throne.
Ezekiel is saying that no one would ever be able to do so
so.
The Lord Jesus is the only One who will.
Right now He is sitting at God’s right hand, waiting until His
enemies are made His footstool when He comes to this
earth to rule (Ge 49:10; Is 2:1-4; Mt 3:2).
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Ezekiel 21:28

41

29] Whiles they see vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie unto thee, to
bring thee upon the necks of them that are slain, of the wicked, whose day
is come, when their iniquity shall have an end.
The Lord said, Ammon too would fall under His judgment (Ez 25:1-7).
The Ammonites were saying that the Judahites deserved destruction because
of their wickedness.
After the siege of Jerusalem, Ammon attacked and plundered Judah.

28] And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the
Lord GOD concerning the Ammonites, and concerning their
reproach; even say thou, The sword, the sword is drawn: for
the slaughter it is furbished
furbished, to consume because of the
glittering:
Ezekiel now turns to the other city.

Yahweh put away His sword of judgment on Judah;
Israel's enemies would attack her no more.
God would, however, judge the Ammonites in their ancient homeland.
A
Ammon,
t
too,
had
h d false
f l diviners
di i
who
h flflattered
tt d th
them with
ith assurances off safety;
f t
The result of which will be to add the Ammonites to the headless trunks of
the slain of Judah, and “whose day” of visitation for their guilt “is come.”
Ezekiel is speaking of the judgment of the Ammonites of his day,
Here we again see expression, “when their iniquity shall have an end,”
suggesting the end of this our age (2Th 2:8)

The lot fell on Jerusalem as the first one to be dealt with.
Now it is Ammon’s turn.
Ezekiel announces God’s judgment against Rabbat-Ammon
[verse 20],
But, without the prospect of a restoration such as awaited
Israel.

Ammon
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Ammon and Jerusalem, though enemies, had allied against
Babylon.
When Nebuchadnezzar decided to attack Jerusalem, Ammon was
relieved
li
d and
dh
happy.
They were thankful that Jerusalem would suffer in their place.
After Jerusalem’s fall the Ammonites organized a coup that caused
the death of Gedaliah, the governor of the land appointed by
Nebuchadnezzar (Jer 40:13-41:10).
The Ammonites tried to set up another government in Israel
that would be opposed to Babylon — probably so
Nebuchadnezzar would again attack Judah instead of Ammon!
Five years after the fall of Jerusalem, Ammon was destroyed for
aiding Ishmael in usurping the government of Judea against the
will of the king of Babylon (2 Kgs 25:25; Jer 41:15).
2012-01-16
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Ezekiel 21:30‐32
30] Shall I cause it to return into his sheath? I will judge thee in the
place where thou wast created, in the land of thy nativity.
31] And I will pour out mine indignation upon thee, I will blow
against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver thee into the hand
of brutish men, and skilful to destroy.
32] Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall be in the midst
of the land; thou shalt be no more remembered: for I the LORD
have spoken it.

Ammon rejoiced at the fall of Jerusalem, as did Edom.
Edom is the subject of Obadiah’s
Obadiah s prophecy
prophecy, while Ammon is the
subject of both this and some subsequent remarks.
There would be no possible future restoration for Ammon.
The sword is turned against Ammon in this later part of Chap 21.
Chap 25 is also going to deal with this judgment against Ammon.
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32] Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall be in the
midst of the land; thou shalt be no more remembered: for I the
LORD have spoken it.

The primary reason for the sword that was fast approaching Jerusalem
and Judah was the sins of the present generation of Judahites,
especially its leaders.
Chapter
p 20 took us on a historical survey
y of the iniquities
q
of the earlier
ancestors of Israel.
Judah's covenant violations were of two broad types:
• sins against God (spiritual apostasies) and
• sins against people (social injustices).
The people had broken both parts of the Decalog as well as other
more specific covenant commands.

The Lord promised to judge the Ammonites in the fierceness of
His wrath and to deliver them into the hands of their enemies.
He would burn up their cities and cause their blood to flow
in their fields, Viking-style.
There would be no future for the Ammonites, but there would
be for the Israelites.
To the Semitic mind nothing could be more terrible: no
prospect of restoration, no continuance in succeeding
generations, no memorial, not even a memory. Oblivion.

Ezekiel 22

47

Ezekiel Chapter 22

Chapter 22 will zero in on Jerusalem, “the bloody city.”
• It specifies the abominations of which the nation was guilty (v1-12)
• It announces the fires of judgment upon the nation (v13-22)
• It laments the absence of any voice raised against these sins (v2331)
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Ezekiel 22:1‐2
1] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
2] Now, thou son of man, wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the
bloody city? yea, thou shalt shew her all her abominations.
Another message came from the Lord instructing Ezekiel to
remind the residents of the bloody city of Jerusalem about all
their abominations (20:4).
He applies the very epithet (Hebrew, oily of bloods) which
Nahum had applied to Nineveh (Nah 3:1).
A list of specific sins was necessary for him to pronounce
judgment on them
them.
Shedding innocent blood was Jerusalem's primary offense.
(v.3-4, 6, 9, 12-13). It had its roots in idolatry.
Idolatry promoted the taking of other people's lives through
human sacrifice, even the lives of their own children.
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1] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
2] Now, thou son of man, wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the bloody
city? yea, thou shalt shew her all her abominations.
Whenever people disregard the revealed will of God, crimes of
violence and bloodshed follow
follow.
Seven times in this prophecy the word 'blood' or 'bloodshed' (Heb:
dam and damim) are used characterizing the crimes against God's
covenant that had been routinely occurring in Jerusalem.
The words have a special meaning in Hebrew that the English
translation does not clearly convey.
They connote 'harm'
harm or 'hurt‘
hurt . Much of verses 1
1-16
16 is about the
harm or hurt done by the people in power in Jerusalem (and by
implication elsewhere in Judah) to those who have no power, such
as the poor, the sick, the uneducated, etc.
In Hebrew 'blood' and bloodshed‘ came to mean anything
'violent' or just simply 'vile‘, even if it does not actually involve
causing some physical harm to another person.

“The Bloody City”
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• “How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment;
righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers” (Is 1:21)
• The Lord Jesus wept over the city and said, “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem which killest the prophets
Jerusalem,
prophets, and stonest them that are
sent unto thee …” (Luke 13:34).
After all, didn’t they slay Him also?
They turned Him over to the Romans who did the killing job.
• At the death of Christ, the crowd cried out to Pilate, “… His blood
( 27:25).
5)
be on us,, and on our children” (Mt
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Ezekiel 22:3
3] Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD, The city sheddeth
blood in the midst of it, that her time may come, and maketh
idols against herself to defile herself.
These two sins opposed the Mosaic Law’s
Law s standards for
Israel’s relationships with God and her fellow Israelites
Mt 22:34-40
Rather than loving God she had turned to idolatry; and her
love for her fellow Israelites had been replaced by
treachery.
F these
For
th
sins
i h
her titime off jjudgment
d
t would
ld come.
She had brought judgment on herself.
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Ezekiel 22:4
4] Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou hast shed; and
hast defiled thyself in thine idols which thou hast made; and
thou hast caused thy days to draw near, and art come even
unto thy years: therefore have I made thee a reproach unto the
heathen, and a mocking to all countries.
Ezekiel mentioned blood or bloodshed seven times in this
message to drive home the city’s sin of extreme violence.
(Eze 7:23; 8:17; 12:19).

• It was Stephen who declared to the Jews, “Which of the
prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain
them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of
whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers” (Ac 7:52)
2012-01-16
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Ezekiel 22:6

5] Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall
mock thee, which art infamous and much vexed.

6] Behold, the princes of Israel, every one were in thee to their
power to shed blood.

What a sad contrast to the Jerusalem once designated “’the
holy city!”

Evidently judicial murders were common (2Kgs 21:16; 24:4) as
were child sacrifice (16:21; 20:26, 31; 23:37) and acts of
personal violence.

Yahweh would make her a reproach and a source of
mockery among nations near and far because of her bad
reputation for turmoil (Rom 2:24).

In verses 6-12 Judah's rulers are the main focus of indictment.
The rulers of Israel had been guilty of shedding blood, each
in his own sphere of authority, through the misuse of power
(Ex 20:13).
20:13)

Here the general population of Jerusalem is in view.
When a righteous people follow the world's ways,
the world ends up laughing at them.

Ezekiel 22:6‐12
In verses 6-12 Judah's rulers are the main focus of indictment.
Ezekiel cited sins that specifically violated some of the Ten
Commandments (Ex 20:1-17):
- social injustice (v. 7);
- apostasy (v. 8);
- idolatry (v. 9);
- immorality (vv. 10-11);
- greed (v. 12).
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Ezekiel 22:7

7] In thee have they set light by father and mother: in the midst of thee
have they dealt by oppression with the stranger: in thee have they
vexed the fatherless and the widow.
“...father
father and mother
mother...”:: Authority of parents has a heavy emphasis in
Scripture (Ex 21:17; Lev 20:9; Deut 27:16).
“Honor thy father and thy mother” (Ex 20:12)
“...the stranger...”: Protection of sojourners (Ex 21:21; 23:9)
“...the fatherless and the widow...”: The most vulnerable of all (Ex
22:22-24; Deut 24:17: 27:19).
Judah's leaders had undermined parental authority (Ex 20:12; Lev 19:3)
When children stop respecting their parents, it is not long before
citizens stop respecting their rulers.
They had taken advantage of the helpless-aliens, orphans, and
widows-people particularly in need of protection by those in
positions of power (Ex 22:21-24; 23:9; Lev 19:33; De 24:17).
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8] Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my
sabbaths.
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Ezekiel 22:9
9] In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee
they eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they
commit lewdness.

The rulers had also despised what God considered holy and
had failed to observe the Sabbath Days (Ex 20:8; Lev 19:3).

Jerusalem's leaders had also worshipped idols at mountain
shrines (Deu 12:1-2; 16:21-22) and practiced sexual sins in
connection with their idolatry (Lev 18:6-23; 20:10-21).

Some of them had resorted to slander to get their way and to
premeditated murder (Lev. 19:16).

Ritual sex was another great attraction of idolatry.

Ezekiel 22:9
9] In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they
eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit
lewdness.
“...carry
carry tales to shed blood”:
blood : Corrupt informers are linked to the
incidents of judicial murders (vv. 6, 9; 23:27; 24:6, 9).
Examples of this are in 2 Kings 2:16 and 24:4.
Lies are bad enough. Informing against innocence is even
worse. (Lev 19:16)
Eleven times these things are mentioned as being in the city; there
was a major
j emphasis
p
on that.
“...eat upon the mountains...”: The participation in the feasts of the
idols in their high places, at the sites of those idol
worshipping systems.
There is a link between idolatry, the worshipping of idols, and the
lewd sexual abusive practices.
2012-01-16
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Ezekiel 22:9

This was a major tenet of their belief systems was that all things that
came into being were born into being including not only animals but
also plants.
This is why they 'sowed
sowed their field with two kind of seed
seed,' i.e.,
ie
male and female seed or so they thought. Lev. 19:19
What was born into ‘being’ [created] started with sex on the part of
the gods - specifically Baal and Asherah, the Canaanite god and
goddess of fertility.
They thought that if a person bringing an offering to Baal and/or
Asherah would have ritual sex with a prostitute at the shrine as part
of their ‘worship’ it stimulate the divine powers of nature to have sex.
Thus, more animals and crops would be ‘born’ of the gods and
their herds and agriculture would flourish.
Outlandish as this sounds it was the peak of Canaanite theology
and was what the Israelites readily accepted at Baal-Peor.
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1) Idolatry and disregard for the things of God:
• Forgetfulness of the Lord (v12) is at the root of all the sins (Eze 23:35)
• Idol worship (vv. 3, 4);
• Despising of holy things
things, profaning the sabbaths (v.8,
(v 8 26; 20:20
20:20, 21);
• Eating idol sacrifices upon the mountains (v.9; 18:6).

11] And one hath committed abomination with his neighbour’s
wife; and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law; and
another in thee hath humbled his sister, his father’s daughter.

2) Widespread bloodshed throughout the city (v.2-4,6,9, 12-13, 27)
3) Immorality and incest were common:
• Men committed lewdness (v.9b; 16:27; Lev 18:17);
• Marrying a stepmother (v.10; Lev 18:7, 8; 20:11);
• Humbling of women unclean in their impurity (v.10b; 18:6; Lev 18:9)
• They
y committed adulteryy with a neighbor’s
g
wife and incest with a daughter
g
in
law and with a sister (v.11; Lev 18:20, 5, 9).

There are many passages on various forms of incest,
various forms of corruption
(Lev 18, 20; Deut 22, 27; Gen 38; 2 Sam 13)

4) Inhumanity was practiced:
• Father and mother were treated with contempt,
• Visitors suffered extortion ...
• The fatherless and the widow are wronged (v.7; Ex 21:17; 22:21, 22).
• Slander led to bloodshed (v.9; Lev 19:16);
• Men took bribes, usury, and extortion (v.12; Ex 23:8; 22:25; Lev 19:13)

Sexual impurity, adultery outside the family, and incest within
the family were occurring among the Judahites all throughout
Jerusalem (Lev 18:7-8, 19; 20:11, 18; Deu 22:30; 27:20).
Moral purity had broken down completely in the city.
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12] In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken
usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy
neighbours by extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord
GOD.
GOD
The list concluded with the root problem behind the others: you
have forgotten Me (Deu 32:18; Jer 2:32; 3:21).
Taking bribes to kill people, taking interest and making a profit at
the expense of a fellow Israelite, and oppressing a neighbor for
personal gain took place there (Ex 23:8; Deu 24:6,10-12; 23:1920 27
20;
27:25)
25) and
d allll ffound
d th
their
i roots
t iin th
the sin:
i
You have forgotten me, says the Lord God.
Since God is at the center of all moral relations, all social and
moral rights and proprieties are secure only when God is
recognized in His sovereign rule.
2012-01-16
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The people did not keep the code of righteousness Ezekiel 18:5-9.

10] In thee have they discovered their fathers’ nakedness: in
thee have they humbled her that was set apart for pollution.
A strange command with deeper implications (Ge 9:20-25;
Lev 18:4,
18:4 11-14; 20:19).
20:19)

Ezekiel 22:12

Jerusalem’s Defiling Crimes: Ezekiel 22:1‐12
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Ezekiel 22:13‐14
13] Behold, therefore I have smitten mine hand at thy dishonest gain
which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in the midst
of thee.
14] Can thine heart endure
endure, or can thine hands be strong
strong, in the
days that I shall deal with thee? I the LORD have spoken it, and will
do it.
The financial corruption and physical violence that marked
Jerusalem disturbed God so greatly that He pictured Himself as
striking His palm with His fist.
The hearts of the people would not be able to bear up under His
coming judgment of these sins nor would they be able to maintain
their physical strength.
The chastisement would be a Diaspora among the nations, which
Moses had warned them from the beginning.
(Lev 26:27-39; Deut 28:64-68).
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15] And I will scatter thee among the heathen, and disperse thee in
the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out of thee.
16] And thou shalt take thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the
heathen, and thou shalt know that I am the LORD.
The Lord promised;
(1) to scatter the people of Jerusalem among the other nations
and to disperse them in other lands.
He would:
(2) refine their sinful practices away.
y would:
They
(3) not be able to maintain their holiness in exile, and the
nations would regard them as unclean.
Then they would know that Yahweh was the only true God.
This was God’s primary purpose in judging them.

Ezekiel 22:17‐18

19] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye are all
become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst
of Jerusalem.
Note the repetition of ideas throughout this paragraph
paragraph.
Heb 12:20: “For our God is a consuming fire.”
Judgment on Israel under the figure of a smelting furnace
Is 1:22, 25; 48:10; Jer 6:27-30; Zec 13:9; Mal 3:2-3
• Israel is the raw material;
• Jerusalem is the furnace
furnace.
• YHWH smelts the ore (Heb 12:29), and
• Israel comes out as dross!

66

17] And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
18] Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all
they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the
furnace; they are even the dross of silver.
silver
Metallurgy was a developed science throughout the ancient Near
East (Job 28:1-11).
Dross was a symbol of worthlessness (Ps 119:119; Prv 25:4;
26:23)
The Lord compared the present Judahites to ‘Dross’, the
base metals that separate from silver in the refining process.
He planned to gather them in Jerusalem, His crucible, and
Subject them to a trial by fire, as refiners do
To extract any remaining silver from the dross
(Is 1:22-25; 48:10; Jer 6:27-30; 9:7; Zec 13:9; Mal 3:2-4).
2012-01-16
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Ezekiel 22:19
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Ezekiel 22:20
20] As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and
tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt
it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will
leave you there
there, and melt you
you.
The people must be thrown into the furnace of judgment,
that the bad may be consumed, and
the good separated and refined; purified.
(Jer 6:29, 30).
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21] Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath,
and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof.
22] As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be
melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the LORD have
poured out my fury upon you
you.
God's wrath would be the fire that He would blow on them, and they
would melt, as when a silversmith fans the coals when refining silver
(2Ptr 3:9-14; Rev 20:15).
They would know that Yahweh had judged them.
The Babylonians really did burn the city, so this turned out to be a
literal fire as well as a metaphorical one.
one
Ezekiel indicts prophets, priests, and princes for their complicity in sin.
Prophets often delivered God’s messages of judgment on leadership
since the nation could never have become sufficiently corrupt to merit
the outpouring of God's destructive wrath unless the leadership had
helped the process along.

Ezekiel 22:23‐24
23] And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
24] Son of man, say unto her, Thou art the land that is not
cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation.
Using another figure, Ezekiel was to announce that Judah was
a land that had not been cleansed with rain.
God had withheld rain as punishment for covenant
disobedience (Deut. 28:24).
Judah's moral uncleanness had accumulated like city dirt in a
drought because it had not benefited from God's
God s periodic
cleansing of the land through its leadership.
It would receive no "rain" of blessing in the day when God
poured out His indignation on the city (in 586 BC).
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Ezekiel 22:25
25] There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a
roaring lion ravening the prey; they have devoured souls; they have taken
the treasure and precious things; they have made her many widows in the
midst thereof.
The Lord was to indict three categories of leaders in Judah (Zep 3:3-4).

1st: Her false prophets were saying,
Everything is fine. We’re getting along nicely.”
False prophets had conspired to take advantage of the people.
Like a wild lion tears its prey they had eaten up people's lives and had
stolen their possessions.
They had even been responsible for the deaths of many men and for
many women becoming widows – probably by assuring them that if they
went into battle against the Babylonians they would succeed.
Following their advice, the men went into battle and died leaving many
widows in the land.
Jeremiah, on the other hand, had counseled submission to the Babylonians.
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Ezekiel 22:26
26] Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy
things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane,
neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the
clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned
among them
them.
2nd: Her priests were blatantly violating the law of God.
The priests abused the Mosaic Law and made things that should
have been set apart to the Lord handling them as just common
everyday things.
• They treated holy and profane things the same.
• They
Th ffailed
il d to
t teach
t
h the
th people
l the
th difference
diff
between
b t
what
h t was
clean and unclean according to God’s law.
• They had made the holy city and the holy land anything but holy.
• They did not observe the Sabbath.
• They did not hallow the name of the Lord (Hos. 4:6; Mal. 2:6-8).
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27] Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the
prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain.
3rd: Her princes were “like wolves ravening the prey.”
Judah's princes (officials, nobles, Heb. sarim) abused the
people to get what the people had.
They behaved like wild wolves which are known for their
fierce and ravening cruelty (Mic 3:2, 3, 9-11; Jn 10:12).
The false prophets evidently assisted the nobles in
their wickedness by saying in the name of the Lord
that what the officials were doing was right.
Paul warned the church about wolves in sheep’s clothing (Acts
20:29).
And, we do have them in the church today.

Ezekiel 22:28
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28] And her prophets have daubed them with untempered morter, seeing
vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord GOD, when
the LORD hath not spoken.
29] The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery,
and ha
have
e vexed
e ed the poor and need
needy: yea,
ea the
they ha
have
e oppressed the stranger
wrongfully.
30] And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge,
and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I
found none.
Jeremiah was in Jerusalem at that time, but of what value would his prayers
be for a people who would not repent? (Ps 66:18).
He had been forbidden to pray for the people. Their lack of sorrow over
their sin and their refusal to repent had doomed them to wrath (Jer 11:14)
There was not a man to be found in the land who could stand in the gap.
Thank God that the Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, was available to stand
between my sin and a holy God.
God sees those who belong to Him in Christ.
2012-01-16
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Ezekiel 22:29

29] The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised
robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have
oppressed the stranger wrongfully.
The p
people
p ((ordinaryy citizens),
) following
g their leaders and level of
political correctness their leaders had established, also oppressed
one another and stole from each other.
They took illegal advantage of the poor, the needy, and travelers.
The list of crimes that wo thoroughly pervaded society of Ezekiel's
day is only paralleled by the Western world culture of today.
This century continues to be marked by decadence, moral and
spiritual decay, loss of integrity, violence, and injustices that
mirror what Ezekiel must have witnessed.
This crisis calls for renewed spiritual and moral leadership
that is the by-product of genuine spiritual renewal but who will
lead and who will make the call to uphold God’s standard ???
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Ezekiel 22:30
30] And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the
hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not
destroy it: but I found none.
God had looked for one of the Judahites who would lead a
reformation that would defend the people from God's judgment, but
He could not find anyone.
Building up the wall and standing in the gap formed by a breach
in the wall were appropriate figures for fortifying the people in
their hour of need.
In Ch14 the Lord said that no righteous person could deliver the
nation
ti from
f
judgment
j d
t by
b his
hi own righteousness,
i ht
nott even N
Noah,
h
Daniel, or Job.
Here He said that He could find no one in Judah, in that day,
who would himself repent and lead the people back to God as
their example.
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There were prophets who were faithful to the Lord in Judah during its last
days, like Jeremiah, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah.
The Lord did not mean that He was without any faithful representatives.
But even these men
But,
men, who personally did not need to repent
repent, were
ineffective in stemming the tide of ungodliness because the people
were so thoroughly defiant.
No one could return the people to following the Mosaic Covenant
faithfully as Hezekiah had done earlier and as Josiah had tried to do.
Jeremiah and his fellow prophets lacked the political authority to lead
Judah back from the brink of disaster.
Moses had been a "gap man" in his day (Ex 32:11; Ge 20:7).
God responded to Moses' pleas for mercy because the people were
still malleable enough to repent.
He did not respond to Jeremiah's prayers for mercy because the
Judahites were now hardened in their opposition to His will (Jer 7:16-17;
14:11-12). The people left their loving God no other choice.

Ezekiel 22:31
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31] Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I
have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way
have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD.
When God’s
God s people do not obey His known will…
will
When they then do not respond to His loving correction…
When they then do not heed His grim warnings…
Then the Lord has to send judgment like a flood and like a fire.
He would bring the evil that they had done back on the
p p
heads of His violent and idolatrous people.
The prophetic perfect tense describes the future action
as already past to stress its certainty.
God’s purpose is to get us to return to Him.
It is not just punishment for punishment sake…
2012-01-16
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