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The Book of Ezekiel

Chapter 25
Prophecies against Judah's closest neighbors 

1. Judgment on Ammon 25:1-7
2. Judgment on Moab 25:8-11

3. Judgment on Edom 25:12-14
4. Judgment on Philistia 25:15-17

1

Ezekiel 25

2
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Outline of Ezekiel
Chapter

1–3 The Call of the Prophet

4–24 God’s Judgment on Jerusalem

3

4 24 God s Judgment on Jerusalem

(Given before the siege of Jerusalem)

25–32 God’s Judgment on the Nations

(Given during the siege)

33–48 The Restoration of the Jews

(Given after the siege)

3

33–36 They return to their land

37 They experience new life and unity

38–39 They are protected from Gog and Magog

40–48 The Millennial Kingdom

A Transition  Chapters 25‐32
The prophecies announcing punishment on Israel’s hostile neighbors 
constitute a transition between:

• the prophecies of judgment on Judah and Jerusalem (Ch1-24) 
• and the predictions of her restoration (Ch33-39; 40-48). 

The Lord was to mete out chastisement upon Israel’s surrounding 
foes because of:

- their demeanor toward Israel (Eze 25:3, 8, 12, 15; 26:2; 29:6);  
- their ungodly pride and self-deification (Ezek 28; 29:3).

4
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Edom‐Moab‐Ammon‐Bozrah SYRIA
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God’s judgment would extend 
out from Judah in all directions.

• The first three — Ammon, 
Moab, Edom — formed the 
eastern boundary of Judah;

ISRAEL

JORDAN

West
Bank

eastern boundary of Judah;
• The fourth nation, Philistia, 

was on her western 
boundary.

• Tyre and Sidon, cities of 
Phoenicia, were the principal 
powers north of Judah;

EGYPT

• Egypt was the major power 
to the southwest.

Prophecies against foreign nations
Prophecies against foreign nations are grouped together in 

other prophets also (Is 13-23; Jer 46-51; Amo 1; 2; Zep 2:4-15)

6

Jonah and Nahum spoke to the situation in Assyria, and Daniel 
foretold the fate of Babylon and other nations. 

All the prophetic books in the Old Testament, except Hosea, contain 
some references to the future of the nations.
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Judgment Upon the Nations
1) Ammon • Ezek 25
2) Moab • Ezek 25
3) Edom • Ezek 25
4) Philistia • Ezek 25
5) Tyre • Ezek 26 27 28:1 105) Tyre • Ezek 26, 27, 28:1-10

(Satan) • Ezek 28:11-19
6) Sidon • Ezek 28:20-24
7) Egypt • Ezek 29, 30, 31, 32

Ezekiel mentioned 7 nations, as did Jeremiah and Amos.

The Jews regarded seven of anything as a complete number, dating 
back to God's creation of the cosmos in seven days

7

back to God s creation of the cosmos in seven days. 

These 7 nations and city-states would have signified to the Jews that 
God would judge all such hostile pagan nations, not just these seven.

Ezekiel did not record an oracle against Babylon because God did not 
give him one.   It would have been dangerous for him and the rest of 

the Jews to denounce Babylon while in captivity in Babylon.

Introduction
For 24 chapters we have been reading about God’s judgment on 
the Nation Israel: 

“to the Jew first” principle (Rom 1:16; 2:10)

1Pet 4:17 

In the next few chapters we are going to read about God’s 
judgment on the nations God’s faithful promise to Abraham was, 

“I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee.” (Ge 12:3). 

8

Ammon, Moab, and Edom descended from Shem. 

Tyre may have descended from Japeth.

Philistia, Sidon, and Egypt descended from Ham.

2012-06-22 Page 4 of 28



6/22/2012

5

Introduction

Ezekiel had referred to their judgment earlier (21:20, 28-32) as 
had Jeremiah (Jer. 9:25-26; 25:1-26; 27:1-11; 48:1-49:22). 

Th i l j d t ld ti f th ti f th iTheir larger judgment would continue from the time of their 
defeat by Nebuchadnezzar until the second coming of 
Christ i.e., the times of the Gentiles, 

(Luke 21:24; Isa.11:14; Dan. 11:41; Joel 3:1-4). 

• The amount of space dedicated to each nation does not 
necessarily correspond to its importance in the ancient Near

9

necessarily correspond to its importance in the ancient Near 
East of the 6th century B.C. 

Introduction
• The four messages in this chapter each have four parts: 

an introduction, 

an indictment, 

a punishment, and 

an outcome.

• The first oracle against Ammon consists of two messages 
and contains a double indictment and punishment.

10

and contains a double indictment and punishment.
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Ezekiel 25:1‐2   Ammon

1] The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,

2] Son of man, set thy face against the Ammonites, and 
prophes against themprophesy against them;

Ezekiel had previously delivered a message from God  
against Ammon (21:28-32). 

‘the sword of the Lord’ was still set against the 
Ammonites

11

“...Ammonites...”: Their origin is in Gen 19:33–38.

Gen 19:29‐38  son‐grandson‐cousin‐brother
29 So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he 

brought Lot out of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived. 
30 Lot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled in the mountains, for he was afraid to 

stay in Zoar. He and his two daughters lived in a cave. 
31 One day the older daughter said to the younger, "Our father is old, and there is no 

man around here to lie with us as is the custom all over the earthman around here to lie with us, as is the custom all over the earth. 
32 Let's get our father to drink wine and then lie with him and preserve our family line 

through our father.“ 
33 That night they got their father to drink wine, and the older daughter went in and lay 

with him. He was not aware of it when she lay down or when she got up. 
34 The next day the older daughter said to the younger, "Last night I lay with my father. 

Let's get him to drink wine again tonight, and you go in and lie with him so we can 
preserve our family line through our father.“ 

35 So they got their father to drink wine that night also and the younger daughter went

12

35 So they got their father to drink wine that night also, and the younger daughter went 
and lay with him. Again he was not aware of it when she lay down or when she got 
up. 

36 So both of Lot's daughters became pregnant by their father. 
37 The older daughter had a son, and she named him Moab; he is the father of the 

Moabites of today. 
38 The younger daughter also had a son, and she named him Ben-Ammi; he is the 

father of the Ammonites of today. 
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Ammonites
• The nation sprung from Ben-ammi, Lot’s son by his younger daughter 

just as Moab sprung from his child by his elder; conceived after Lot 
escaped from Sodom (Ge 19:38; part of the Inner Ring  Ps 83:7-8)

• Ammon and Moab continually appear together; both are said to have 
hired Balaam, though Moab alone is mentioned in the detailed account 
(Num 22; 23). 

• Old Testament designation: Heb: Ben `Ammi, Bene `Ammon, “son of my 
people,” “children of my people,” i.e. relatives. 

- Hence we find that the Israelites are commanded to avoid conflict 
with them on their march to the Promised Land (Deut 2:19). 

13

• Their dwelling-place was on the east of the Dead Sea and the Jordan, 
between the Arnon and the Jabbok. (Jdg 11:12-18, 25) 

Before the advance of the Hebrews, they had been dispossessed of a 
portion of their land by the Amorites, who founded the kingdom of 
Sihon along the east side of the Jordan and the Dead Sea, (Num 
21:21-31).

Ammonites
The Israelites dispossessed the Amorites of land which 
afterward Ammon occupied, between Arnon and Jabbok (Num 
21:24,26,29). 

We know from the records of Egypt, especially Tell el-gyp p y
Amarna Letters, the approximate date of the Amorite 
invasion (14th and 13th centuries, BC). 

They were pressed on the north by the Hittites who forced them 
upon the tribes of the south, and some of them settled east of 
the Jordan. 

Israel helped Ammonites by destroying their old enemies,

14

Israel helped Ammonites by destroying their old enemies, 
and this makes their conduct at a later period the more 
reprehensible. 

Ammon destroyed the aboriginal Rephaim or giants, named 
Zamzummim, and occupied their land, Jabbok being their 
boundary (Deut 2:20,21,37).
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15

.

Ammonites

Moab was probably the more civilized half of Lot’s descendants; 

We read of the plentiful fields, hay, summer fruits, vineyards, 
presses, songs of the grape treaders, of Moab (Is 15; 16; Jer 

)48). 

Ammon was the more fierce, plundering, Bedouin-like half; 

We read of their threat of thrusting out the right eye of all in 
Jabesh Gilead (1 Sam 11:2); 

Ripping up pregnant women in Gilead (Amos 1:13); 

Treacherously murdering as Ishmael Baalis’ agent did (Jer

16

Treacherously murdering, as Ishmael, Baalis  agent, did (Jer 
40:14; 41:5-7); and, 

Suspecting and insulting their ally David to their own ruin 
(2Sam 10:1-5; 12:31).
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Ammonites

Ammon’s one stronghold, Rabbah, “the city of waters” forms a 
contrast to Moab’s numerous towns with their “high places” (Jer
48). 

20 cities are mentioned Judges 11:33, but some were 
probably Moabite cities.

Ammon worshipped their idol, Moloch, in a tent, the token of 
nomad life, not a fixed temple or high place, such as was 
appropriated to the god of the more settled people Moab (Amos 
5:26; Acts 7:43). 

17

They crossed the Jordan and seized Jericho for a time (Jdg
3:13).

Ammonites

Their unwillingness to help Israel and their joining Moab in 
hiring Balaam caused their exclusion from the Lord’s 
congregation for 10 generations (Deu 23:3 46; Neh 13:2)congregation for 10 generations (Deu 23:3, 46; Neh 13:2), 

Edom, who had not hired him, was only excluded for 3 
generations. 

The exclusion was from full Israelite citizenship not from the 
spiritual privileges of the covenant if they became proselytes.

18
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Ammonites

Before David, Jephthah and Saul had severly punished them 
(Judg 11:33; 1 Sam 11:11; 14:47). 

In the days of Jephthah they oppressed the Israelites east 
of the Jordan, claiming that the Israelites had deprived them 
of their territory when they came from Egypt, 

It was really only the possessions of the Amorites that 
the Israelites took (Judg 11:1-28). 

They were defeated, but their hostility did not cease and their 
conduct toward the Israelites was particularly shameful as in

19

conduct toward the Israelites was particularly shameful, as in 
the days of Saul and of David (2 Sam 10; 11). 

This may account for the cruel treatment meted out to them in 
the war that followed (2 Sam 12:26-31).

Ammonites

Ammon joined with Moab in the expedition for uprooting 
Judah from its possession, in Jehoshaphat’s reign (2Chr 20; 
Ps 83:3-7). 

So utterly were the confederates routed that the Jews 
spent three days gathering the spoil. 

They had to bring gifts to Uzziah (2 Chr 26:8). 

Jotham reduced them to pay 100 talents of silver, 10,000 
measures of wheat, and 10,000 of barley.

20
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Kings and Kingdoms
Jeroboam 22 
Nadab 2 
Baasha 24 
EIah 2
Zimri (1 wk) 

Omri 12 
Ahab 22 

1s
t
K

in
gs

Israel 
The Northern Kingdom

976 BC

B

Rehoboam 17 
Abijam 3 

Asa 41

Jehoshaphat 25 
1s

t
K

in
gs

Judah 
The Southern Kingdom

975 BC

Ahaziah 2 

2n
d

K
in

gs

Jehoram 12 
Jehu 28 
Jehoahaz 17 
Jehoash 16 
Jeroboam ll 41 
Zechariah ½  
Shallum (1 mo) 
Menahem 10 
Pekahiah 2 
Pekah 20

B
ad to W

orse
250 years

2n
d

K
in

gs

Jehoram 8 
Ahiah 1 
Athaliah 6 
Joash 40 
Amaziah 29 
Azariah (Uzziah) 52 
Jotham 16 
Ahaz 16 
Hezekiah 29 
Manasseh 55 

37
0 

ye
ar

s

Elisha 

Hosea 
Amos 

Joel

 Micah
Isaiah

Jonah  (Ninevah)

Slide  21

Pekah 20
Hoshea 9

Assyrian Captivity
721 BC

Amon 2 
Josiah 31 
Jehoahaz (3 mos) 
Jehoiakim 11 
Jehoiakin (3 mos) 
Zedekiah 11

Zerubbabel

BabyIonian Captivity 
606 BC

Ezra / Haggai
Nehemiah / Zechariah
Esther / Malachi

Jeremiah
 Habakkuk
 Obadiah

 Daniel
 Ezekiel

Nahum 

 Zephaniah

Ammonites

Upon the division of Israel into the northern and southern 
kingdoms, the Ammonites lands became a possession of 
Jeroboam.

S f fWhen the Syrians of Damascus deprived the kingdom of Israel 
of their possessions east of the Jordan, the Ammonites became 
subjects of Benhadad.

A contingent of 1,000 of them served as allies of Benhadad
in the great battle of the Syrians with the Assyrians at Qarqar
(854 BC) in the reign of Shalmaneser II. 

22

The Ammonities may have regained their old territory when 
Tiglath-pileser carried off the Israelites East of the Jordan into 
captivity (2 Kgs 15:29; 1 Chr 5:26).
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Ammonites

• Naamah, Solomon’s wife, mother of Rehoboam, was an 
Ammonite.

• Their idol, Moloch, appears also under the varied forms 
f “Milcom and Malcham, as the Hebrew word for “their king” 

may be rendered (Zeph 1:5; 2 Sam 12:30). 

• Solomon’s Ammonite wives seduced him to raise an altar to 
this “abomination” to his own hurt (Jer 49:1,3). 

• These high places built for this idol by Solomon at the 
instigation of his Ammonitie wives were not destroyed till the

23

instigation of his Ammonitie wives were not destroyed till the 
time of Josiah (2 Kgs 23:13).

Ammonites

• Their hostility to Judah is shown in their joining the Chaldeans 
to destroy it (2 Kgs 24:2). 

• Their cruelty is denounced by the prophet  Amos (Amos 
) ( )1:13), and their destruction by Jeremiah (49:1-6), Ezekiel 

(21:28-32), and Zephaniah (2:8,9). 

• Their murder of Gedaliah was a particularly dastardly act. 
(2Kgs 25:22-26; Jer 40:14).

• Tobiah the Ammonite united with Sanballat to oppose 
Nehemiah and their opposition to the Jews did not cease with

24

Nehemiah and their opposition to the Jews did not cease with 
the establishment of Nehemiah in Judea (Neh 4). 

• They joined the Syrians in their wars with the Maccabees and 
were defeated by Judas (1 Mac 5:6).
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Ammonites

In 593 BC Ammon joined a secret meeting of other potential 
conspirators to consider rebelling against Babylon (Jer 27:1-7). 

That plan did not materialize but in 588 BC she did unite 
with Judah and Tyre against Babylonwith Judah and Tyre against Babylon. 

The two ancient enemies, Judah and Ammon, were 
joined against a common foe.

When Nebuchadnezzar decided to attack Judah instead of 
Ammon (Ezek 21:18-27), Ammon was relieved that she had 
been spared. 

25

Instead of coming to Judah’s aid, she rejoiced over Judah’s 
misfortune hoping to profit territorially from Judah’s 
destruction.

Ezekiel 25:3

3] And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord 
GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou saidst, Aha, 
against my sanctuary, when it was profaned; and against the 
land of Israel when it was desolate; and against the house ofland of Israel, when it was desolate; and against the house of 
Judah, when they went into captivity; 

The Ammonites had rejoiced, mockingly saying “Ha-ha!”, (26:2; 
36:2) laughing and jubilantly joking over the destruction of the 
temple in Jerusalem (24:21), the desolation of the land of Israel, 
and the exile of the Judahites (2Kg 24:2; Jer 49:1; Zep 2:8-10)

26

The Ammonites gloated over Judah’s misfortune but the 
same enemy would destroy Ammon (Jer 49:6)

Twice he repeated his “because/therefore/you will know” 
formula to show the destruction of Ammon (vv. 3-5, 6-8).
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Ezekiel 25:4
4] Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of the east for 
a possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee, and 
make their dwellings in thee: they shall eat thy fruit, and they 
shall drink thy milk.y

God’s judgment would fit Ammon’s sin. 

They rejoiced over Judah’s downfall so they too would fall. 

God would send them to the people of the East, nomadic 
desert tribesmen, as a possession. 

The Aramaean and Arabic tribes east of Ammon (Jdg 6:3, 

27

( g ,
33; Is 11:14; Jer 49:28) were to despoil Ammon.

The Babylonians would take over their country and settle in 
their lands.

Ezekiel 25:5

5] And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the 
Ammonites a couchingplace for flocks: and ye shall know 
that I am the LORD.

“Rabbah...”: Its chief city (Ezek 21:20) was to become pasture 
(Isa 17:2; 32:14; Zeph 2:14).

The capital city, Rabbah (modern Amman), as well as the 
rest of the land, would become a desolation inhabited 
mainly by camels and flocks of sheep and goats.

“ O O

28

“...ye shall know that I am the LORD”: Occurs about 65 
times in Ezekiel, and repeatedly in the foreign oracles.
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Ezekiel 25:6‐7
6] For thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast clapped thine 
hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all 
thy despite against the land of Israel;

7] Behold, therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and 
will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen; and I will cut thee off 
from the people, and I will cause thee to perish out of the 
countries: I will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I am the 
LORD.

Because the Ammonites had rejoiced over Israel's misfortune so 
the Lord punished them giving them as the spoils of war to other 

29

nations. 

God ended the existence of Ammon as a separate nation and 
destroyed them as a people using Nebuchadnezzar to destroy it 

and Bedouins from the east to plunder it.

This judgment would teach them that Yahweh is God.

Ezekiel 25:6‐7
6] For thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast clapped thine 
hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all 
thy despite against the land of Israel;

7] Behold, therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and 
will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen; and I will cut thee off 
from the people, and I will cause thee to perish out of the 
countries: I will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I am the 
LORD.

Jeremiah (629-588 BC / Ezekiel  595-574 BC) predicted that 
Yahweh would restore the fortunes of the Ammonites (Jer 49:6). 

30

This occurred briefly after the Exile when Tobiah was a 
Persian governor of Ammon during the postexilic period (Neh. 
2:10, 19; 4:7). 

Restoration of this region will also take place in the 
Millennium (Jer 46:26-28; 48:47).
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Moab

Moab is located south of Ammon.  It has 
its origin in Ge 19. 

Moab’s territory lay between the river 
Arnon and the brook Zered but Moab

SYRIA

G
o

la
n

 
H

g
ts

Arnon and the brook Zered, but Moab 
often laid claim to the land extending to 
the head of the Dead Sea.

There are extensive prophecies against 
Moab (Jer 48; Is 15-16; Am 2:1-3)

Moab was probably the more civilized 
half of Lot’s descendants

JORDAN

West
Bank

31

— we read of the plentiful fields, hay, 
summer fruits, vineyards, presses, 
songs of the grape treaders (Is 15-
16; Jer 48).

Ammon was the more fierce, plundering 
Bedouin-like half of the ‘family’.

EGYPT

ISRAEL

Moab
The hostility between Moab and Israel began when Balak, king of 
Moab, tried to oppose Israel as Moses was leading them to 
Palestine (Num 22-24). 

During the time of the Judges, Israel was oppressed by Eglon, 
king of Moab (Judg 3:12-30). 

Relations between the countries improved slightly after that, and 
some Israelites went to Moab during a famine. 

Through this contact Ruth the Moabitess entered Israel’s 
history and the royal line of David.

The relationship between Moab and Israel again deteriorated

32

The relationship between Moab and Israel again deteriorated 
during Saul’s reign (1 Sam 14:47). 

David conquered Moab and made it a vassal of Israel (2 Sam 8:2), 
and it remained under Israel’s control through Solomon’s reign. 

Moab rebelled against Israel years after Israel and Judah split, 
during Jehoshaphat’s regime (2 Kgs 3:4-27).
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Moab

Moab united with Ammon and Edom in an ill-fated attempt to 
defeat Judah also during Jehoshaphat’s reign (2 Chr 20:1-23). 

Later, Moab supported Babylon and attacked Judah afterLater, Moab supported Babylon and attacked Judah after 
Jehoiakim’s revolt, possibly hoping to gain additional territory 
(2Kgs 24:2). 

Moab then joined other nations and considered revolting from 
Babylon in 593 BC (Jer 27:1-7), 

but no evidence indicates that she ever did.

33

Moab

After the death of Ahab at Ramoth-Gilead, Mesha shook off the 
yoke of Israel, but on the ascension of Jehoram to the throne of 
Israel Jehoram sought the help of Jehoshaphat in an attemptIsrael, Jehoram sought the help of Jehoshaphat in an attempt 
to return the Moabites again to their former servile condition. 

The united armies of the two kings came unexpectedly on 
the army of the Moabites and gained over them an easy 
victory. 

Reduced to despair, the king of Moab ascended the wall of the 

34

city and there, in the sight of the allied armies, offered his first-
born son a sacrifice to Chemosh, the fire-god of the Moabites 
(2Kgs 3:25-27).
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The Moabite Stone

• A block of black basalt found 
near Dibon, Jordan, in 1868. 

The stone is now in the 
Louvre in Paris.

• It bears an inscription in the 
Moabite language from about 
850 BC, describing a 9th

35

century BC victory of King 
Mesha of Moab over the 
Israelites.

The Moabite Stone
• It was 3 1/2 feet high and 2 feet in
breadth and in thickness,
rounded at the top. 

• Set up by Moabite king Mesha Set up by Moabite king Mesha
as a record and memorial of his
victories it consisted of 34 lines,
written in Hebrew-Phoenician
characters. 

• It records 
Mesha’s wars with Omri

36

Mesha s wars with Omri, 
his public buildings, and 
his wars against Horonaim. 

This inscription in a remarkable degree supplements and 
corroborates the history of King Mesha in 2 Kgs 3:4-27.
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The Moabite Stone
With the exception of a very few variations, 
the Moabite language in which the 
inscription is written is identical with the 
Hebrew. 

It is the oldest inscription written in 
alphabetic characters, and apart from its 
value in the domain of Hebrew antiquities it 
has great linguistic importance.

Here “we have the identical slab on which 
the workmen of the old world carved the 

37

history of their own times and from which 
the eye of their contemporaries read 
thousands of years ago the record of events 
of which they themselves had been the 
witnesses.”

Ezekiel 25:8
8] Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Moab and Seir do 
say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen;

Seir was the name of the mountain range south of the Dead Sea 
that encompassed the country of Edom. p y

The word became synonymous with the land of Edom (2Chr 
20:10; Nu 20:14-21). 

Edom was included here with Moab (though her own judgment 
comes next) because she was guilty of the same sin of envy and 
contempt.

I th i M b d Ed d i G d’ i

38

In their scorn, Moab and Edom were denying God’s promises 
to Israel. 

By minimizing Judah’s position of centrality among the 
nations, they were disrespecting and profaning the name of 
God who had promised Judah that position. 

2012-06-22 Page 19 of 28



6/22/2012

20

Ezekiel 25:8

8] Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Moab and Seir do 
say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen;

Moab saw nothing good or unique in Israel’s existence.Moab saw nothing good or unique in Israel s existence. 

Other curses on Moab:  Is 15-16; 25:10-12; Jer 48; Amo
2:1-3; Zeph 2:8-11.

The residents of Moab and Seir (Edom) had regarded Judah 
as just one of the other nations even though the Judahites
were their blood relatives (Jer 48:27; Zep 2:8-9). 

39

They viewed Israel's God as no better than other pagan 
deities since Judah had fallen to the Babylonians.

Ezekiel 25:9
9] Therefore, behold, I will open the side of Moab from the cities, from 
his cities which are on his frontiers, the glory of the country, 
Bethjeshimoth, Baalmeon, and Kiriathaim,

The Lord promised to destroy the frontier cities in which the Moabites 
t k h idtook much pride.

• Beth-jeshimoth: 2½ mi NE of the Dead Sea (Josh 12:3; 13:20).  
Beth Jeshimoth guarded the ascent to the Medeba Plateau 
from the Plains of Moab by the Jordan River.

• Baal-meon: 9 mi E of the Dead Sea and 4 mi south of Medeba (Josh 
13:17).

Kiriathaim: 10 mi below Baal meon and 7 mi NW of Dibon (Josh

40

• Kiriathaim: 10 mi below Baal-meon and 7 mi NW of Dibon (Josh 
13:9; Jer 48:1, 23).

Baal Meon and Kiriathaim were important fortresses on the Medeba
Plateau and are each mentioned in the “Moabite Stone.”

God would remove Moab’s glory by exposing its northern flank to 
attack.
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Ezekiel 25:10

10] Unto the men of the east with the Ammonites, and will give 
them in possession, that the Ammonites may not be 
remembered among the nations.

“...will give them in possession...”: In addition to losing her 
defenses Moab would also lose her freedom; the same 
fate as Ammon (v4).

The nomadic desert tribesmen who would overrun Ammon
would also overrun Moab.

41

Ezekiel 25:11
11] And I will execute judgments upon Moab; and they shall know that 
I am the LORD.

Moab is my washbasin, upon Edom I toss my sandal; over Philistia I 
shout in triumph." Psalm 60:8; Psalm 108:9

Edom is a nation that came from Esau.

It’s beginning is found in Ge 25. 

The Book of Obadiah details the judgment against Edom and the 
rock-hewn city of Petra.

Yahweh would judge Moab and the Moabites would come to 
realize that He is God. 

42

Like Edom, Moab passed out of existence during the Exile.

Yet Yahweh promised to restore the fortunes of Moab in the 
distant future (Jer. 48:47; cf. Jer. 46:26; 49:6, 39). 

This happened in a limited way after the Exile, but it will happen in the 
Millennium when the residents of Moab's territory will stream to 
Jerusalem to worship Messiah in the Millennium.
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Edom
• The strife actually began when Edom refused to let Israel cross her 

territory during the time of the wilderness wanderings (Nu 20:14-21)

• Saul fought the Edomites (1Sa 14:47) and David finally captured 
Edom and made it a vassal state to Israel (2Sa 8:13-14). 

• Solomon further exploited Edom and established Elath in Edom as 
Israel’s seaport (1 Kgs 9:26-28), but Edom opposed Solomon 
during the latter part of his reign (1 Kgs 11:14-18). 

• The nation continued as a vassal state after Israel and Judah split, 
and it was controlled by a governor from Judah till after the time of 
Jehoshaphat (1 Kgs 22:47-48).

43

• In the days of Jehoram (~845 BC) Edom successfully rebelled 
against Judah and regained her freedom (2 Kgs 8:20-22). 

Thereafter, Judah and Edom struggled to see who would 
control the vital caravan and shipping routes at the southern 
end of the Transjordanian highway. 

Edom
• Both Amaziah (2 Kgs 14:7 ) and Uzziah (or Azariah; 2 Kgs 14:21-

22) regained territory that had been lost to Edom.

• Edom counterattacked during Ahaz’s reign and inflicted a major 
loss on Judah (2 Chr 28:17).

• Edom became a vassal of Babylon after Nebuchadnezzar’s 
stunning defeat of Egypt in 605 BC 

• Then in 593 BC Edom joined the other conspirators in planning to 
revolt against Babylon but did not carry out the plan (Jer 27:1-7). 

• When Judah revolted in 588 BC, Edom sided with Babylon and 
aided Babylon in her assaults on Judah (Ps 137:7; Jer 49:7-22).

44

y ( ; )

• Edom displaced the Hurrians in Seir to occupy the rugged country 
extending from the southern end of the Dead Sea on both sides of 
the Arabah to the Gulf of Akaba (Gen 14:6; 32:3; 36:20, 21, 30; 
Deut 2:1, 12; Judg 11:17, 18; 1 Kgs 9:26). 

Its capital was Sela, probably later the site of Petra.
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Edom

• At the fall of Jerusalem, the Edomites pressed into southern 
Judah (I Mac 4:29; 5:65). 

• From the late 4th century BC through the 1st century AD, the 
fNabataean Arabs established a high degree of culture in 

Edomite territory. 

• The Edomites were subdued by John Hyrcanus in 125 BC 
and incorporated into Israel. 

• Herod the Great was an Idumaean, the Greek and Roman 
name for Edomite (Josephus: Ant XII 8 6; XIV 1 3; 7 3;

45

name for Edomite (Josephus: Ant. XII. 8. 6; XIV. 1. 3; 7. 3; 
Wars IV. 9. 7; I Mac 5:3. 5).

Ezekiel 25:12

12] Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Edom hath dealt 
against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath 
greatly offended, and revenged himself upon them;greatly offended, and revenged himself upon them;

Edom saw in Judah’s conflict with Babylon an opportunity to 
oppose her rival: 

If her foe were destroyed then Edom could achieve a place 
of power at the southern end of the Dead Sea.

46

The Edomites had taken vengeance on the Judahites rather 
than helping them (36:1-7; Ge 25:30; 27:41-46; 32:4; Lam 4:21-
22; Amo 1:11-12).
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Ezekiel 25:13
13] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also stretch out 
mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; 
and I will make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan
shall fall by the sword.

The Lord would cause both man and beast to perish from their 
land, a picture of complete devastation (35:1-36:15). 

He would make the land a desolate waste from Teman to 
Dedan, the whole country, as a result of an army invasion (Joel 
3:19; Obad). 

Teman was a city in central Edom about 3 miles from Sela, 

47

y ,
later known as Petra. 

Dedan was southeast of Edom in northern Arabia (Jer 
49:7-8).

Ezekiel 25:13
13] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also stretch out 
mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; 
and I will make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan
shall fall by the sword.

Edom was conquered by the Nabateans during the inter-
testamental period.  

The remnant of the Edomites (also called Idumeans) moved 
west toward the Negev. 

Later they were forced to become Jewish converts (Josephus 
The Antiquities of the Jews 13 9 1)

48

The Antiquities of the Jews 13. 9. 1). 

Ezek 35:1-15; 36:5; Isa 34; 63:1-6; Joel 3:19; Amos 1:11, 12; 
Ob; Mal 1:2-5.

Jeremiah revealed that this punishment would come through 
Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 9:26; 25:21; 27:1-11). 
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Ezekiel 25:14
14] And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my 
people Israel: and they shall do in Edom according to mine 
anger and according to my fury; and they shall know my 
vengeance, saith the Lord GOD.g ,

The Edomites lost both their country and their national identity.

Today the residents of the territory formerly occupied by 
Ammon, Moab, and Edom all go by the name "Arab.“

Their ancient lands are the modern country of Jordan. 

The Israelites would play a part in Edom's judgment acting as

49

The Israelites would play a part in Edom's judgment acting as 
the Lord's agents of His anger (35:1-36:15; Is 11:14; Dan 11:41; 
Amo 9:12; Obad 18). 

The Edomites too would come to acknowledge Yahweh as the 
true God.

Philistines (Latin: Palestina)
The Philistines were a small group that conquered a small portion of the 
land that gave it its name:  Palestina is Latin for the land of Philistia.   
Today we call it the ‘Gaza Strip’.

Except for Israel, there are more Old Testament references to them than 
any other nation They had many prophecies delivered against themany other nation. They had many prophecies delivered against them 
(Joel 3:4; Amos 1:6-8; Obad 19: Zeph 2; Zech 9).

• The Philistines descended from Ham and came from Caphtor, which 
we would call Crete (Deut 2:23; Amos 9:7; Gen 10:13-14).

• They were subjugated by David when they were attacked vigorously 
in the days of Saul (1 Sam 13, 14). 

• They were conquered by Jehosaphat (2 Chr 17) and were subjugated 
( C )

50

by Uzziah (2 Chr 21). 
• They became very powerful under Ahaz (2 Chr 28)
• They were subdued again by Hezekiah (2 Kgs 18). 
• They were also mentioned in Isa 14. 
• They confederated against Jerusalem (Ps 83), 
• Then they were invaded by Nebuchadnezzar (Jer 47). 
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Philistia
• The Philistines had been Israel’s enemy from the time of the 

Conquest.

• Israel had failed to take all the Promised Land because she 
disobeyed God and because of the Philistines’ military superiority on 
the coastal plain (Judg 3:1-4). 

• Then the Philistines moved into the hill country in an attempt to 
control all the territory of Israel.

• They were opposed by the judges Shamgar (Judg 3:31), Samson 
(Judg 13-16), and Samuel (1 Sam 7:2-17). 

• Saul’s major battles in Israel were designed to check the Philistines’ 
d th t l B j i l t (1 S 13 1 14 23) d i
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advances on the central Benjamin plateau (1 Sam 13:1-14:23) and in 
the Jezreel Valley (1 Sam 28:1-4; 29:1-2, 11; 31:1-3, 7-10).

• David finally subdued the Philistines.   

After a series of battles early in his reign blunted a Philistine 
challenge to his kingdom, David was able to go on the offensive 
and defeat the Philistines (2 Sam 5:17-25; 8:1).

Philistia
• Philistia remained a vassal country through the reign of 

Solomon and into the divided monarchy.

• The battle between Philistia and Judah was renewed during 
the divided monarchy as each country tried to control thethe divided monarchy as each country tried to control the 
other. 

• Jehoshaphat was able to dominate Philistia as a vassal state, 
but she revolted against his son Jehoram and sacked Judah 
and Jerusalem (2 Chr 17:10-11; 21:16-17).

• Uzziah reestablished Judah’s control over Philistia, but 

52

Philistia again gained the upper hand in Ahaz’s reign (2 Chr 
26:6-7; 28:16-18). 

• The feud between Philistia and Judah was halted by Babylon’s 
intervention.

Nebuchadnezzar established control over both countries.
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Ezekiel 25:15

15] Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the Philistines have 
dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a despiteful 
heart, to destroy it for the old hatred; 

The Philistines located to Judah's west had also scorned the 
Israelites and had sought to destroy them (Jud 13-16; 1Sa 4; 
13; 31; 2 Sa 5; 2Kg 18:8; 2Chr 21:16-17; 28:18). 

Philistia’s history included a string of attacks on God’s chosen 
people as they tried to dispossess Israel of the Promised 

Land…and they continue the effort yet today…

53

Ezekiel 25:16
16] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will stretch out 
mine hand upon the Philistines, and I will cut off the Cherethims, 
and destroy the remnant of the sea coast.

The Lord would stretch out His hand in judgment against them andThe Lord would stretch out His hand in judgment against them and 
cut off the Cherethites, who were once part of David’s body guard.

The Cherethites seem to be a sub-group of Philistines who 
originated in Crete (ancient Caphtor; Amo 9:7; 1Sa 30:14; Zep 
2:5), and the rest of the Philistines who lived by the 
Mediterranean seacoast.

The word Cherethites means “the cutters ”

54

The word Cherethites means the cutters,

In the Hebrew there is a play on words in verse 16, “I will cut 
off the cutters” (1Sa 30; Zep 2). 
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Ezekiel 25:17
17] And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious 
rebukes; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall lay 
my vengeance upon them.

He would take vengeance on them for their treatment of His g
chosen people. 

He would do so by these rebukes executed in His wrath (Is 
11:14; Jer 25:20; 47:1-7; Joel 3:1-4; Obad 19; Zep 2:4-7). 

There is no record of the Philistines after the 2nd century BC, 
though the name of their cities remained. 

By these judgments they would know that Yahweh was God
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By these judgments they would know that Yahweh was God.

These judgments should be a warning to any nation that 
spitefully treats the Chosen People of God (ie, Israel, the 
physical descendants of Jacob) and that sins against the 
sovereign God in other ways. 

He will punish sin and those who abuse His people.

Some Strange Allusions
Hints of something far deeper than simply ancient ethnic ties:

He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall 
be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even 
Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. Dan 11:41

Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the mingled people, and 
Chub, and the men of the land that is in league, shall fall with themby 
the sword.  Ezek 30:5

This may be an allusion to an angelic mingling with the seed of 
humanity (Daniel 2:43). 

The Massoretic Text uses vowel pointing that means “all the 
t ili ht” ( ) Th LXX d “ ll th i d ”

1Pe_4:17 
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twilight” (erev).    The LXX reads “all the mixed ones.”

And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall 
mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave 
one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.  Daniel 2:43

To “mingle themselves with” implies that they are something 
other than the seed of men…
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