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The Book of Ezekiel

Chapter 32
A lament over Pharaoh, the crocodile of 
Egypt, destroyed by the king of Babylon 

(v 1‐16)(v.1‐16).
A dirge sung at the descent of Egypt into 

the underworld (v.17‐32).
1

Outline of Ezekiel
Chapter

1–3 The Call of the Prophet
4–24 God’s Judgment on Jerusalem

2

4 24 God s Judgment on Jerusalem
(Given before the siege of Jerusalem)

25–32 God’s Judgment on the Nations
(Given during the siege)

33–48 The Restoration of the Jews
(Given after the siege)

2

33–36 They return to their land
37 They experience new life and unity

38–39 They are protected from Gog and Magog
40–48 The Millennial Kingdom

Prophecies against foreign nations are grouped together in 
other prophets also (Is 13-23; Jer 46-51; Amo 1; 2; Zep 2:4-15)

3

Jonah and Nahum spoke to the situation in Assyria, and Daniel 
foretold the fate of Babylon and other nations. 

All the prophetic books in the Old Testament, except Hosea, contain 
some references to the future of the nations.

Judgment Upon the Nations
1) Ammon  • 25
2) Moab • 25
3) Edom • 25
4) Philistia • 25
5) Tyre • 26 27 28:1 105) Tyre • 26, 27, 28:1-10

(Satan) • 28:11-19
6) Sidon • 28:20-24
7) Egypt • 29, 30, 31, 32

Ezekiel mentioned 7 nations, as did Jeremiah and Amos.

The Jews regarded seven of anything as a complete number, dating 
back to God's creation of the cosmos in seven days

4

back to God's creation of the cosmos in seven days. 

These 7 nations and city-states would have signified to the Jews that 
God would judge all such hostile pagan nations, not just these seven.

Ezekiel did not record an oracle against Babylon because God did not 
give him one.   It would have been dangerous for him and the rest of 

the Jews to denounce Babylon while in captivity in Babylon.
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7 Oracles Against Egypt (Eze 29:1‐32:32)
1) Pharaoh as a sea-monster or crocodile is to be cast out to be 

devoured, and the nation is to be restored to lowly status 
after 40 years (Ezek 29:1-16).

2) Egypt is to be given to Nebuchadrezzar as a recompense for

5

2) Egypt is to be given to Nebuchadrezzar as a recompense for 
his futile siege of Tyre (Ezek 29:17-21).

3) Egypt will be overthrown, together with its allies, wealth, 
princes, and cities (Ezek 30:1-19).

4) The arms of Egypt will be broken by the arms of the king of 
Babylon (Ezek 30:20-26).

5) Pharaoh the mighty cedar is cut down and enters the

5

5) Pharaoh, the mighty cedar, is cut down and enters the 
underworld in disgrace (Ezek 31:1-18).

6) A lament over Pharaoh, the crocodile of Egypt, destroyed 
by the king of Babylon (Ezek 32:1-16).

7) A dirge sung at the descent of Egypt into the underworld 
(Ezek 32:17-32).

Ezekiel 32:1‐16

Oracle 6

6

A lament over Pharaoh, the crocodile of Egypt, 
destroyed by the king of Babylon.

6

Ezekiel 30:1‐3
7

1]  The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 
2]  Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; 
Howl ye, Woe worth the day! 
3] F th d i th d f th LORD i3]  For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near, a 
cloudy day; it shall be the time of the heathen. 

• “Day of Wrath”  Eze 7:7; Amo 5:18-20; Zeph 1:7, 14; 
Isa 13:6; Joel 1:15; 2:1-2 et al

• This is a time of wailing and mourning, a lamentation, for 
the nationsthe nations.

...taking vengeance on them. 
The judgment on Egypt is the beginning of a world-wide 
judgment on all the heathen enemies of God: 

Isa 13:6, 9; Joe 1:15, 2:11, 3:14; Amo 5:18, 20; Oba 1:15; 
Zep 1:7, 14; Zec 14:1; 1Th 5:2; 2Th 2:2; 2Pet 3:10.

Ezekiel 30:4
8

4]  And the sword shall come upon Egypt, and great pain shall 
be in Ethiopia, when the slain shall fall in Egypt, and they shall 
take away her multitude and her foundations shall be brokentake away her multitude, and her foundations shall be broken 
down. 

“…great pain…” literally, “pangs with trembling as of a 
woman in childbirth.”   Mat 24:8; Mrk 13:8 

“…her foundations…”  The political and social institutions in 
which Egypt’s strength lay vv. 6, 8, 13, 15, 17
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Ezekiel 30:5
9

5]  Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the mingled people, 
and Chub, and the men of the land that is in league, shall fall 
with them by the sword. 
“…mingled people…”  The mercenary troops and allies of 

Egypt from various lands, mostly from the interior of 
Africa? Ez 27:10; Jer 25:20, 24 
Or a reference related to “miry clay”?  Dan 2:43

The allies of Egypt were to be overthrown. Literally !!!
And those of the land of the covenant with them that isAnd those of the land of the covenant with them... that is, 
the Jews who allied with and migrated to Egypt and who 
carried Jeremiah with them Jer 42:1 - 44:30 

Even they shall not escape Jer 42:22; 44:14

Daniel 2:42‐43
10

42]  And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, 
so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 
43[  And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they 
shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shallshall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall 
not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 
“…they shall mingle themselves

with the seed of men…”
Israel’s neighbors and ally nations are of the seed of 
men as is Israel.

They mingle themselves…
They initiate the mixing, not men !!

This isn’t Israel or its neighboring nations setting up alliances and 
mutual defense agreements.    Something different and far more 
sinister is going on here…

Ezekiel 31:9
11

9] I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches: so that 
all the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, envied him. 
God speaks through the leaders of the world’s empires, 
kingdoms nationskingdoms, nations.
He describes them using the trees in the garden of God, Eden, as 
symbols.

• God planted the trees in His garden – He establishes kings 
and empires on the earth.

• Great trees have great size, strength, reach (multitude of 
their branches) Eg: compare a Sequoia to an Appletheir branches).   Eg: compare a Sequoia to an Apple 
tree…

• God prunes them and cuts them down as it pleases Him –
the master gardener and owner of the garden.

Ezekiel 31:9
12

9] I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches: so that 
all the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, envied him. 
The lofty trees of Eden, the garden of God, envied him(?) 

E k 28 13 P 104 16 31 16Ezek 28:13; Ps 104:16; 31:16. 
Him – Ezek 31:3 - Assyria and the Assyrian king…but then 
transitioning to the evil force behind the actions of the 
earthly king.
Like in Ezekiel 28 where clearly God reaches beyond the 
earthly king of Tyre to speak to Satan – the driving and 
motivating force behind the earthly king and nationmotivating force behind the earthly king and nation.

The angelic messenger of Daniel 10 reveals a real but 
supernatural conflict going on invisibly behind the powers and 
authorities in the world. 

That same activity seems to be behind Egypt and the Pharaoh 
of Egypt. 
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Ezekiel 31:18
13

18]  To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness among 
the trees of Eden? 
yet shalt thou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the 
nether parts of the earth:nether parts of the earth: 
thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that be 
slain by the sword. 
This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD.

God compares the nations to the ‘trees of Eden’ (???)
…be brought down with the trees of Eden g

Literal  were the trees of Eden literally brought 
down to the nether parts of the earth? Or

Symbolically  Assyria (and Egypt) are to suffer the 
same fate as the other nations (trees of Eden)

unto the nether parts of the earth… (???)

Ezekiel 32:1
1] And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, 
in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came 
unto me, saying,
This is the first of two messages that Ezekiel received from the 

14

g
Lord concerning Egypt on March 3, 585 BC.

Less than two months had passed since the exiles had 
learned of Jerusalem's fall, which had occurred several 
months earlier (33:21). 
The Egyptians had also doubtless heard of Jerusalem's 
destruction

14

destruction. 
This oracle assured both the Jewish exiles in Babylon and the 
Egyptians, including the Jewish exiles there, that God would 
bring Egypt down. 

Jerusalem's destruction was to be no source of comfort for 
the Egyptians.

Ezekiel 32:2
2] Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art 
as a whale in the seas: and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and 
troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers.

15

y ,
Ezekiel was to utter a lamentation over Pharaoh. In the other 
oracles of judgment against foreign nations, the lament typically 
followed an announcement (Eze 19; 26:17-8; 27; 28:12-19). 
Hophra had compared himself to a young lion, but he was more like 
the mythical sea-monster.
The monster in view again seems to be a crocodile (29:3)

15

The monster in view again seems to be a crocodile (29:3). 
He burst forth from the Nile and its estuaries muddying and 
fouling their waters symbolizing Pharaoh's disturbing influence 
on the international scene as he complicated God's dealings 
with other nations, especially Judah and Babylon.

Ezekiel 32:3

3] Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will therefore spread out my 
net over thee with a company of many people; and they shall 
bring thee up in my net.

16

The Lord announces that He will cast His net over Pharaoh 
using a large group of people as His instruments.

They would take Pharaoh captive, and the Egyptians 
would go into captivity. 

Since the Egyptians regarded the Pharaoh, the crocodile, 

16

and the Nile as manifestations of their gods, God was  
announcing that He would humble Egypt's gods as well as 
bring her defeat.
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Ezekiel 32:4
4] Then will I leave thee upon the land, I will cast thee forth 
upon the open field, and will cause all the fowls of the 
heaven to remain upon thee, and I will fill the beasts of the 
whole earth with thee

17

whole earth with thee.
God would set Pharaoh down in an open field and leave him 
on dry land, out of his element. 
Birds and beasts would then devour him (Eze 29:5; Mat 
24:28; Rev 19:17-18). 

These animals of prey would carry his flesh and blood to 
di t t t i (E 7 19 R 8 8) d lit i th

17

distant mountains (Ex 7:19; Rev. 8:8) and litering the 
valleys and ravines with pieces of his carcass for the 
other nations of the earth to feast upon

Ezekiel 32:5‐6

5] And I will lay thy flesh upon the mountains, and fill the 
valleys with thy height. 
6] I will also water with thy blood the land wherein thou

18

6] I will also water with thy blood the land wherein thou 
swimmest, even to the mountains; and the rivers shall be full 
of thee.

Egypt’s fall would make a profound impression on the 
nations (Eze 30-31). 

Was the plague of the water of the Nile turned to blood (Exo

18

Was the plague of the water of the Nile turned to blood (Exo 
7:19-20) on Ezekiel’s mind?

This is a picture of the dispersion of the Egyptians from 
their land.

Ezekiel 32:7‐8
7] And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and 
make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, 
and the moon shall not give her light. 

19

8] All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, 
and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD.

At the time God did this, He would darken the skies over 
Egypt so the light of the sun, moon, and stars would not shine 
on the land (Joel 2:10, 28; Rev. 8:12-13). 

He would again humiliate the gods that the Egyptians

19

He would again humiliate the gods that the Egyptians 
credited with bringing light and providing life.

The overthrow of Egypt was a preview of the destruction of 
world rule in the last days. (Joel 2:30-31; 3:15).

Ezekiel 32:9‐10
9] I will also vex the hearts of many people, when I shall 
bring thy destruction among the nations, into the countries 
which thou hast not known.

20

10] Yea, I will make many people amazed at thee, and their 
kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, when I shall brandish 
my sword before them; and they shall tremble at every 
moment, every man for his own life, in the day of thy fall.

Many on-looking peoples would be upset when they 
observed the destruction and dispersion of the Egyptians 

20

(26:16; 27:35). 

The kings of other nations would tremble for their own 
safety when they saw what God would do to Egypt.
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Ezekiel 32:11‐12

11] For thus saith the Lord GOD; The sword of the king of 
Babylon shall come upon thee.
12] By the swords of the mighty will I cause thy multitude to 

21

fall, the terrible of the nations, all of them: and they shall spoil 
the pomp of Egypt, and all the multitude thereof shall be 
destroyed.

The Lord promised to send the military power of Babylon 
against Egypt.

The swords of these vicious destructive invaders would

21

The swords of these vicious, destructive invaders would 
destroy a multitude of Egyptians and leave their lands 
devastated.

Ezekiel 32:13
13] I will destroy also all the beasts thereof from beside the 
great waters; neither shall the foot of man trouble them any 
more, nor the hoofs of beasts trouble them.

22

The enemy would also slay the Egyptians' cattle. 
The Egyptians regarded many forms of cattle as 
manifestations of their gods. 

22

Ezekiel 32:14

14] Then will I make their waters deep, and cause their 
rivers to run like oil, saith the Lord GOD.

The waters of Egypt would be undisturbed (v 2);

23

The waters of Egypt would be undisturbed (v.2); 
there would be no people or animals left in the land to 
muddy them. 

The waters would settle and would flow as smoothly as oil. 
In Biblical and Jewish tradition streams running with oil 
usually speaks of paradisiacal peace and prosperity.

23

Ezekiel 32:15
15] When I shall make the land of Egypt desolate, and the 
country shall be destitute of that whereof it was full, when I shall 
smite all them that dwell therein, then shall they know that I am 
the LORD

24

the LORD.

When the Lord brought this devastation on the land and the 
people, they would know that He is God. 

He would again humble the gods of Egypt and demonstrate 
His sovereignty as He had done in the Exodus.

24
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Ezekiel 32:16
16] This is the lamentation wherewith they shall lament her: the 
daughters of the nations shall lament her: they shall lament for 
her, even for Egypt, and for all her multitude, saith the Lord GOD.

People of other nations would chant this lamentation as

25

People of other nations would chant this lamentation as 
professional wailing women did at funerals (Jer. 9:17-20).

This oracle looks back and recalls aspects of the Exodus, God's 
former judgment of Egypt, and reveals that God would judge her 
again similarly. 

It also looks forward and anticipates a still future day of the 

25

p y
Lord when God will humble all proud enemies of His people 
(Joel 2:30-31; 3:15; Amos 8:9).

Ezekiel 32:17‐32: The Tour of Sheol
This 7th and final oracle against Egypt contains a graphic 

portrayal of the Pit or Sheol.
It pictures Egypt in its final resting place, the grave or Sheol, 

26

surrounded by other dead nations that had preceded it in judgment.
• It is the ‘international’ abode of the dead, full of graves (v.22-23) 
• It is populated with nations that once were vital (alive) (v.18, 29-30) 

The nations are in places of honor or dishonor (vv. 23-25, 30); 
The kings on their thrones are surrounded by their subjects 
(Isa 14:9-10,18-19);

26

(Isa 14:9 10,18 19); 
Their warriors are buried with their weapons under their heads 
(v. 27).

• The nations are weak (v.20-21; Is 14:10; Job 3:17-19)
• Egypt would be consigned among the uncircumcised (v.19; 31:18).

Ezekiel 32:17

17] It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth 
day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, 
saying,

27

saying, 

Apparently Ezekiel delivered this oracle two weeks after the 
previous one, on March 18, 585 BC. 

The meter of this mourning song is two plus two rather 
than the three plus two meter of the more common 
funeral dirge (the qinah meter). 

27

Thus while this lament is similar to the one in the 
preceding oracle (32:1-16), it is not exactly the same.

Ezekiel 32:18‐19
18] Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them 
down, even her, and the daughters of the famous nations, unto 
the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into the pit.
19] Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go down and be thou laid

28

19] Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go down, and be thou laid 
with the uncircumcised.

Ezekiel was to wail for Egypt and the other peoples that would 
fall with her as people mourned when someone died. 

Even though Egypt had been unsurpassed in her beauty as a 
nation, she would lie in the grave with the most ordinary and 

28

at o , s e ou d e t e g a e t t e ost o d a y a d
barbarian dead nations. 

God would not favor Egypt over the uncircumcised peoples 
that she proudly disdained.
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Ezekiel 32:20‐21
20] They shall fall in the midst of them that are slain by the 
sword: she is delivered to the sword: draw her and all her 
multitudes.
21] The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of

29

21] The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of 
the midst of hell [sheol] with them that help him: they are 
gone down, they lie uncircumcised, slain by the sword.

Egypt would die as a victim of war, and her people would be 
scattered from their land. 

Nations already dead would speak of the demise of Egypt 

29

at o s a eady dead ou d spea o t e de se o gypt
as the death of an uncircumcised (barbarian) people, 
namely, as a nation like their own.

Ezekiel 32:22‐23
22] Asshur is there and all her company: his graves are 
about him: all of them slain, fallen by the sword:
23] Whose graves are set in the sides of the pit, and her 
company is round about her grave: all of them slain fallen by

30

company is round about her grave: all of them slain, fallen by 
the sword, which caused terror in the land of the living.

“Asshur” is Assyria. 
Assyria had already been used as an object lesson by 
Ezekiel (Chapter 31).

Assyria and her allies were already in the grave having 

30

y y g g
perished in war.

Even though the Assyrians had struck terror into the 
hearts of other peoples in their day, they now lay in the 
grave while others viewed them and marveled.

Ezekiel 32:24‐25
24] There is Elam and all her multitude round about her grave, all of them 
slain fallen by the sword, which are gone down uncircumcised into the nether 
parts of the earth, which caused their terror in the land of the living; yet have 
they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit.
25] They have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with all her multitude:

31

25] They have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with all her multitude: 
her graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the 
sword: though their terror was caused in the land of the living, yet have they 
borne their shame with them that go down to the pit: he is put in the midst of 
them that be slain.

Elam, mentioned only here in Ezekiel, were also in the grave having died in 
warfare (Jer 49:34- 38). Ashurbanipal the Assyrian had destroyed Elam 
about 645 BC.

31

about 645 BC.
The Elamites were a non-Semitic formerly mighty people who lived east 
of the Tigris River and north of the Persian Gulf. 

Neither the Assyrians and the Elamites practiced circumcision.
The Egyptians, a circumcised people, would join them in the same grave 
even though they considered themselves superior to the uncircumcised 
nations of the world (Gal 5:6).

Ezekiel 32:26
26] There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her multitude: her 
graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain 
by the sword, though they caused their terror in the land of 

32

the living.

Northern fringe of what is now eastern and central Turkey 
(27:13); 
They are to be Gog’s allies Ezekiel 38-39. 

Aggressive Meshech and Tubal had carried on a long 
battle with the Assyrians for control of the area south of

32

battle with the Assyrians for control of the area south of 
the Black Sea.

Along with their neighbors, other uncircumcised peoples, 
they had also perished in war and were now dead powers.
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Ezekiel 32:27‐28
27] And they shall not lie with the mighty that are fallen of the 
uncircumcised, which are gone down to hell with their 
weapons of war: and they have laid their swords under their 
heads, but their iniquities shall be upon their bones, though 

33

, q p , g
they were the terror of the mighty in the land of the living.
28] Yea, thou shalt be broken in the midst of the 
uncircumcised, and shalt lie with them that are slain with the 
sword.

It was customary in some countries to bury their honored 
warriors with their swords and other weapons of war (v 27; cf

33

warriors with their swords and other weapons of war (v.27; cf. 
1 Macc. 13:29).

Like those once-powerful nations that were now in the grave, 
Pharaoh and his powerful army could expect the same fate!

Ezekiel 32:29

29] There is Edom, her kings, and all her princes, which with 
their might are laid by them that were slain by the sword: they 
shall lie with the uncircumcised, and with them that go down to 

34

the pit.
The Edomites were circumcised, but here they are to lie with 
those who were not -- another example of a strong nation that 
had perished and joined the mass of humanity in the grave. 

34

Ezekiel 32:30
30] There be the princes of the north, all of them, and all the 
Zidonians, which are gone down with the slain; with their terror 
they are ashamed of their might; and they lie uncircumcised with 
them that be slain by the sword, and bear their shame with them 

35

y ,
that go down to the pit.

The rulers of the North and the Sidonians, were once also terror-
inspiring powers but were now dead. 

They shared their grave with the uncircumcised and their 
disgrace with other defeated and defunct peoples. 

35

The rulers of the North may be an allusion to the Phoenician 
coastal towns including Tyre or they may have been invaders 
who lived farther north, between the Black and Caspian seas.

Ezekiel 32:31‐32
31] Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his 
multitude, even Pharaoh and all his army slain by the sword, 
saith the Lord GOD.
32] For I have caused my terror in the land of the living: and he 

36

shall be laid in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that are 
slain with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith 
the Lord GOD.

When Pharaoh died, he died knowing that Egypt was not the 
only nation to suffer the fate that the Lord announced, and this 
would be of some comfort to him. 

36

He and his people would find some rest in death because 
they would lie with other peoples who had experienced a 
similar end at the hand of those who terrorized them in life.
Ezekiel said they would die just like other proud, oppressive 
peoples.

2012-10-03 Page 9 of 14



10/3/2012

10

The Nations

• Egypt 
A h

37

• Asshur 
• Elam 
• Meshech & Tubal 
• Edom 

P i f th N th Sid i

37

• Princes of the North, Sidonians 
• Pharaoh of Egypt

Psalm 83:1‐8

Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, 
and be not still, O God.
For lo thine enemies make a tumult: and they that

38

For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that 
hate thee have lifted up the head. 
They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, 
and consulted against thy hidden ones. 
They have said, 

Come and let us cut them off from being a nation;

38

Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; 
that the name of Israel may be no more in 
remembrance.

Psalm 83:1‐8
For they have consulted together with one consent: they are 
confederate against thee: 

The tabernacles of Edom, and 
the Ishmaelites of Moab and

39

the Ishmaelites of Moab, and 
the Hagarenes; 

Gebal, and 
Ammon, and 

Amalek; 
the Philistines with

39

the Philistines with
the inhabitants of Tyre; 

Assur also is joined with them: 
they have holpen the children of Lot. 

Selah.  

All are modern Muslim States

Edom Southern Jordan
 Ishmaelites Father of the Arabs

C

40

Moab Central Jordan
Hagarenes Egypt
Gebal Lebanon
Ammon Northern Jordan
Amalek Sinai Peninsula

40

Philistines Gaza
 Tyre Lebanon
Assyria Iraq and parts of Syria
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Hostility  Destiny 41

• Destiny:
• Basis:

Blood ties • Destiny:
– Conversion

Or
– Occupation

Or

– Blood ties
– Anti-semitism

41

– Destruction

Destinies
(Esau):

• Edom Total Destruction (Eze 35:6-9; Isa 34:8-15; Jer
49:7-20;  Obd; Eze 25:12-14).

(Lot):

42

(Lot):
• Moab Subservient (Jer 48:1-47).
• Ammon Subservient (Jer 49:1-2, 6).

• Egypt Subservient (Isa 19:1-22);
– Civil war; upheaval (Isa 11-15)
– Fear of the Lord (Isa 17 )

5 cities (Hebrew) (Isa 18)

42

– 5 cities (Hebrew) (Isa 18)
Conversion (Isa 19-22)

40 years dispersion (Ezek 29:8-14)
960 years (Zech 14:16-19)

1,000 years  !!!  (What time frame is in view ??)

Destinies

• Lebanon Occupation (Ezek 47:13-48:29)

• Iraq

43

q
– Assyria Conversion (Isa 19:23-25)

“My people” (Isa 24-25)
– Babylonia Destruction (Is 13-14; Jer 50-51; Rev 18)

• Saudi Arabia Desolation (Jer 49:28-33)
(Kedar, Hazor)

I (El ) C i (J 49 34 39)

43

• Iran (Elam) Conversion (Jer 49:34-39)

Hermeneutical (Interpretation) Alternatives

• Ethnic peoples – ancient cultures reappearing?
T it i l / G hi d ti i l d ?

44

• Territorial / Geographic – modern nations in lands?
• Divorced from any specific timeline? 

– Allusions to Eden, et al.
• Metaphorical: simply to make a moral point?

44
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Psa 83:9‐11   a Remez  Hidden hint
Do unto them as unto the Midianites; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at 
the brook of Kison: Which perished at Endor: they became as dung 
for the earth. Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, all 
their princes as Zebah and as Zalmunna:

45

their princes as Zebah, and as Zalmunna:

And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and 
they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the 
winepress of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of 
Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan.   Jdg 7:25 

Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, Rise thou, and fall upon us: for 
as the man is so is his strength And Gideon arose and slew

45

as the man is, so is his strength. And Gideon arose, and slew 
Zebah and Zalmunna, and took away the ornaments H7720 that 
were on their camels’ necks.   Jdg 8:21

H7720 śahărôn moon, crescent as an ornament

Practice of Identification with a god
600-50 BC

Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be 
upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, 

and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.  Zec 11:17

46

600 AD
Islamic Shahadatan a declaration of allegiance to Allah and 

Muhammad worn by millions on the forehead or right arm. 

Dan 11:37-38  Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor 
the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify 

himself above all.  38  But in his estate shall he honour the God of 

46

forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with 
gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.

Looking forward to Islam ???
or a totally new, composite religion worshipping a new 
ecumenical false god ???

Anti‐christ and his False prophet

And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 
bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 
And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 

47

d t at o a g t buy o se , sa e e t at ad t e a , o
the name of the beast, or the number of his name.  Rev 13:16-17

Greek dexios: right arm or right side. 

Charagma: badge of servitude. 
The number of his name, or a multitude?

Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number 

47

of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six 
hundred threescore and six. Revelation 13:18

666

Six hundred threescore and six
G5516 chi xi sigma

Christ    G5547   Christos

G5516     chi xi sigma

Six G1803    hex

Six hundred   G1812    hexakosioi

Sixty   G1835    hexēkonta

600

60

6

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 48

666 Revelation 13:18
Here is wisdom. 

Let him that hath understanding count [calculate]
the number of the beast: 

for it is the number of a man; and his number is 
Six hundred threescore and six [666]. 
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Manuscript References
49

The newest volume of Oxythynchus 
Papyri (P.Oxy LVI 4499) contains a 

fragmentary papyrus of Revelation which 
is the earliest known witness to some

Oxythynchus Papyri 
(P.Oxy LVI 4499) 

is the earliest known witness to some 
sections (late 3rd, early 4th century).

Codex Vaticanus
350 AD 

Chi, xi, stigma 
hexakosioi deka hex 

Roman (Latin), Greek, Babylonian and many other numbering systems assigned 
numeric values to letters of the alphabet that was in use.

Revelation 13:18
Here is wisdom.   Let him that hath understanding count [calculate] the 
number of the beast:  for it is the number of a man; and his number is  

Six hundred threescore and six.

Most ancient language systems that did not use pictures (pictographs) 
had only letters, no numbers.  

So, letters were used as numbers also.

(gematria Gk: grammateia)
We are familiar with Roman numerals. 

I =1   V=5   X=10   L=50   C=100   D=5-00    M=1000
MDCCLXXVI = 1776. 

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 50

MMVI = 2006
Hence: "count the number of the beast“ “the number of his name”  Rev 15:2

Many names can be calculated and equal 666 … to the church it means nothing !!

Numerology = a system of occultism built around numbers: especially those giving a 
birth date, those which are the sum of the letters in one's name:  divination by numbers

51Later Greek  [Upper / Lower case]  (Sound)  
Gematria values

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21

* The letter "sigma" has two lower case characters. The "" is used unless it is the 
last letter of a word. In this case "" is used. The value is the same.

*** These letters became obsolete shortly after the NT was written. But, they were 
still used for their numeric value.

Forms of Gematria
• Ragil (nominal)

• Kolel, the ragil values plus the number of letters in the word.

• Katan small values; all tens and hundreds reduced to 1 9• Katan, small values; all tens and hundreds reduced to 1 - 9 
by summing the digits. (Also called “reduced” values.)

• Hakadmi, nominal values plus the values of each letter 
preceding it.

• Hameruba Haklali, the value of the word squared.

H b H ti th f th f h

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 52

• Hameruba Haperati, the sum of the squares of each 
individual letter.

• Miluy, the sums of the values of the names of each letter that 
makes up the word. (Also called “filling.”)
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53!! CAUTION !!
If you spend enough time (and it doesn’t take much), you can create (or find) a 

numbering scheme that will calculate to 666 for nearly any name you wish.
Gematrias can be fun.  Recent interest in ‘Bible Codes’ are an example…some of these 
are even legitimate!   – BUT, do not let them become an obsession…

Concerning GEMATRIA, we do not know with a certainty:

1.  Which language to use.
2.  What numbers to assign to each letter of that language.
We do know with certainty that Antichrist will not be revealed until the  
Restrainer – the Church - is finally removed; Raptured from the earth.

No one will know who he is until after we are gone !!
Those who are alive on earth at the time will be able to confirm the 

“…the number of the beast; for it is the number of a man…
H i i d L t hi th t h th d t di t

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21

Here is wisdom.  Let him that hath understanding count…
…His number is Six hundred threescore and six”

Scripture says to ‘calculate’ the number not manipulate it – be careful…
It is impossible, even foolish, to try to connect the number of the beast with any current 
or past historical figure but it will perfectly identify the coming antichrist when he appears.

Believers who live during his time will read this passage which is now unclear to us 
as clearly as we read the 22nd Psalm which was a mystery to those of David's time.

54
The MARK is NOT 

• Insertable chips, 
• Hidden code strips,
• RFID tags on credit and bank cards
• bar codes

It is his (antichrist’s) name or the number of his name that are 
the critical identity issues

It is on the forehead or right hand
It is received as a ‘mark of allegiance’ 

– like a gang member ID tattoo
It received for worshiping the beast and his image, rejecting all 

other gods, including Jesus Christ the true Lord…

Revelation 13:18
55

Here is wisdom.  
Let him that hath understanding 
count the number of the beast:
for it is the number of a man; ;

and his number is
Six hundred threescore and six.

sophia  wisdom, broad and full of intelligence; used of the 
knowledge of very diverse matters 

psephizo  to count, reckon, calculate, decide by voting p p , , , y g
arithmos  a number; either definite or an indefinite number 

anthropos a human being; a man
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