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Where have we been ???
This is the longest recorded vision outside the Book of Revelation.
The Book of Ezekiel begins with a vision of God's glory (ch. 1),
records the departure of God's glory (chs. 8-11), and
ends with another vision of God's glory (chs. 40-48).
After receiving his divine commission as a prophet (chs. 1-3),
• Ezekiel pronounced oracles of judgment on Judah and
Jerusalem for her sins (chs. 4-24).
• Before Jerusalem fell he also announced oracles of judgment
against the foreign nations that had opposed Israel (chs.
(chs 25-32).
25 32)
• Upon hearing of Jerusalem's fall, the prophet then relayed
messages of hope for Israel explaining how God would fulfill His
promises to bless the nation (chs. 33-48).
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God’s message of hope

The Millennial Kingdom
• Promised to David (2 Sam 7:12-17; 23:5)
under oath (Ps 89:34-37);
• Predicted in the Psalms and the Prophets (Ps 2; 45; 110; Is 2:1-5; 4:1-6;
11:1-9; 12:1-6; 30:18-26; 35:1-10; 60, 61:3-62; 66; Jer 23:3-8; 32:37-44;
Eze 40-48; Dn 2:44-45; 7:13-14; 12:2-3; Mic 4:1-8; Zec 12:10-14:21);

Chapters 33-39  concerned Israel's restoration to the
Promised Land.

• Promised to Mary (Lk 1:32; Micah 5:2; Isa 9:6, 7; Dan 2:44);
reaffirmed to apostles (Lk 22:29-30);

Chapters 40-48  concerns the Lord's return to His people
and the changes associated with it that
Israel would experience in the future.

5

God’s Coming Kingdom
Ezekiel had announced that God would set His sanctuary in the midst of His
people in the future (37:26-28).
He revealed what it would look like and how it would function (ch 40-46)
There are 5 parts to this revelation all of which is bound together by the figure
of a tour guide who escorts Ezekiel around the coming temple complex.
• First is a brief introduction of the vision that Ezekiel received (40:1-4).
• Second, he described a temple complex (40:5-42:20),
• Third, the return of God to His temple is revealed (43:1-9),
• Forth, the worship that would follow in that temple is described (43:1046:24), and
• Finally, the accompanying changes that would take place in the Promised
Land are explained (chs. 47-48).
The Apostle John referred to some of the things described in these chapters in
connection with his description of the eternal state (life in the new earth after
the destruction of the present earth; Rev. 21-22).
Evidently some features of the millennial system of worship described
here will carry over into the eternal state.
6
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• Lord’s Prayer: “Thy Kingdom come” (Mt 6:10, 13; Ac 1:6; Ps 45-48);
• Jesus will rule (Ps 2; 110)
with a “Rod of Iron” (Rev 12:5; 19:15);
“Every knee will bow” (Phil 2:6-11).
• Creation changed: Physical changes (Zech 4:9,10; Isa 35:1-10);
curse lifted (Isa 11:6-9);
creation redeemed (Gen 3  Rom 8:20-22);
Earth in full of knowledge of the Lord (Isa 11:9; Hab 2:14);
• Yet, not eternity (Isa 65); death, sin (Isa 65:20);
each to have land (Micah 4:15); and
will be fruitful (Amos 9:13).

Millennial Limitations / Longevity

8

• Not “heaven:”
vs. the eternal state which follows;
• Not the “New Earth” (Isa 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1);
• Not “where righteousness dwells”;
• Limited amount of evil,
judged immediately (Isa 11:1-16).
• Death for unbelievers only (Isa 65:17).
Nowhere is there a resurrection of Millennial saints.
The tribulation saints complete the “first resurrection” (Rev 20:4-6).
• No Jewish unbelievers (Jer 31:31-34);
all accept by 100th year (Isa 65:20).
Thus, death only among Gentiles?
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Unconditional Covenants

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

1. The Abrahamic Covenant
2 Th
2.
The L
Land
d Covenant
C
t
3. The Davidic Covenant
4. The Everlasting Covenant

2 Samuel 7:8‐17

10

Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of
hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over
my people, over Israel: And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and
have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great
name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth. Moreover I will
appoint a place for
f my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in
a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness
afflict them any more, as beforetime, And as since the time that I commanded
judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine
enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house. And when
thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his
kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of
his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit
iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the
children of men: But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from
Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall
be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for
ever. According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did
Nathan speak unto David.
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Isaiah 9:6‐7

New Testament Confirmations

12

Luke 1:32-33 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no
end.
Matthew 25:31,34 When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory.…
….Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand,
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.
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The Council of Jerusalem

13

The Kingdom
g
of Heaven *

Th James
Then
J
quotes
t Amos
A
9:11-12:
9 11 12
After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of
David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins
thereof, and I will set it up: That the residue of men might seek
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is
called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. Ac 15:16-17

* 739 references to “Heaven”

“Kingdom of Heaven”
“Kingdom of God”
Kingdom
“Kingdom”
“His”, “Father’s”, “Thy”

Amos 9:11-12 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David
that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise
up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: [12] That
they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen,
which are called by my name, saith the Lord that doeth this.

Throne of David will be re-established in Jerusalem.
This was also emphasized to Abraham (Gen 17:2-8).
Is David to rule in the Millennium? (Eze 34:23,24; 37:24,25; Hos 3:5)
This cannot be applied to the Church (Eze 37:21
37:21-28).
28)
It will include profound changes on the earth
(Is 11:1-13; 65:17-24; Mic 4:1-5; Zep 3:14-20; Zec 14:1-21).
And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all
shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments,
and observe my statutes, and do them. Ezekiel 37:24
(Eze 34:23-24; 37:25; Jer 30:9; Hos 3:5)
When will all this happen?
I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence,
and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me earnestly.
Hos 5:15
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The Kingdom of God

Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And to this
agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, Acts 15:14-15

The Davidic Covenant

Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth

33x [Only Matthew]
5x
7x
5x

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Daniel 2:44

14

Why Describe the Millennial Temple?
(1) The sanctuary was the visible symbol of God's presence
among His people.
The prelude to Israel's judgment began when God's glory
departed
p
from Solomon's temple
p in Jerusalem ((Eze 8-11).
)
The climax to her restoration as a nation will come when
God's glory reenters the new temple in Jerusalem (43:1-5).
(2) The new temple will become the visible reminder of Israel's
relationship to God through His New Covenant.
Since God gave detailed instructions for building the
tabernacle to accompany His inauguration of the Mosaic
Covenant (Ex. 25-40), it is not unusual that He would also
supply detailed plans for His new center of worship to
accompany the implementation of the New Covenant.
This temple will be the focal point for the visible manifestation
of Israel's new relationship with her God.
16
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Why a Temple?

17
Gershonites
(Cloths, curtains, linen fence)

Wilderness
Tabernacle

• Ezekiel was told to reveal these plans to the people in
order to make them ashamed of their sins and rebellions
(Eze 43:10
43:10-11).
11).

Tabernacle

‘every part and place has
a purpose and
d meaning…’
i
’

• The climax to her restoration as a nation will come
when God’s glory reenters the new temple in
Jerusalem (Eze 43:1-5).

Holy
Place
[Spirit]

Kohathites
(Holy Objects)

Merarites
(Framework)
Molten Sea

75’ x 150’
Perimeter = 450’ =
Length of Ark (short cubit)

• The regulations of Chapters 40-48 are intended for a
regenerated people (Eze 33
33-37).
37)

Laver

Inner Court [Soul]
Alter of
Sacrifice

• No prophet speaking under God’s authority ever uttered
a false prediction (Deut 18:21-22; Mt 5:17-18).

W
S

N

Outer Area [Body]

E

Moses and the Priests
19

Ezekiel 40 ‐ 48: The Millennial Temple
Ezekiel’s description of the Millennial Temple is
g y detailed (not
(
simply
p y symbolic).
y
)
Highly
•
•
•
•

18
•Ark of the Covenant,
•The Mercy Seat,
•Poles, &
•The Cherubim

Holy of

“WILDERNESS
TABERNACLE”

Holies

D i
Designed
db
by God
G d

Alter of
Incense

Layout
Dimensions
Relationships
Décor…

Table of
Shewbread

Lampstand

One Door
Molten Sea
Laver

All nations will worship there;
W

Offerings and sacrifices are resumed;
Open only on the Sabbath day and new moons.

The Holy
Place

S

N

Alter

E
One Gate
One Way In
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“The Word was made flesh and tabernacled among us…” John 1:14
Holy of Holies

Mercy Seat

God’s Dwelling

The blood is sprinkled on it

Solomon’s Temple (Herod’s Rebuild)

The propitiation of our sins

Bore our sins

Ark of the Covenant
God’s broken law…

Golden Altar of Incense

…maketh intercession for us…

Holy Place
I AM the light of the world
Menorah

I AM the bread of life

Table of Shewbread
I AM the door

The Wilderness Tabernacle

21

23

Wilderness Tabernacle

Solomon’s
Temple

Holy of

Designed by God

Holy
Place

Hidden
Chambers

Holies

Tables of
Shewbread and
Lampstands

AoI

Pillars
Yachin = God will establish
Boaz = God is strength

Upper Level
Lavers of
Bronze

W
S

Molten
Sea

N

Holocaust
Alter

Lower Level

E

24

22
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OUTER COURT

Boaz

Yachin

INNER COU
URT

Porch

Page 6 of 31

6

10/5/2012

Solomon’s Temple
Holy of Holies

Spirit

Heart

Holy Place

Tables of
Shewbread and
Lampstands

AoI

Subconscious

Willpower

cHeder
Hidden Places
Storage for the Priests

Porch

Porch

Yachin

Soul

Boaz

Lavers of Bronze

Molten
Sea

Inner Court

Holocaust
Alter

Body

27

Millennial Temple

Outer Court

The Millennial temple area consists of three terraces,
• On the highest terrace facing east, stands the Temple with
its annexes,
th ttemple
the
l yard,
d and
d
a large building directly behind it.
• On a middle terrace are
kitchens and chambers for the priests,
the court containing the altar of burnt offering, and
the inner courts with three elaborate porticos.
• The lowest terrace, surrounded by an exterior wall, contains
the outer courts with three porticos and
kitchens and
chambers for the people.

25

Ezekiel’s Temple

26

Ezekiel’s Temple – Upper Terrace

28

Ezekiel 40‐48

• Is it historical?
3rd Temple?
• Is it the “3rd”
• Is it a 4th?
Solomon’s – Pre Captivity ?
Hezekiah’s – Post Captivity ?
Herod’s – Jesus’ Day ?
Ezekiel’s
Ezekiel
s - Millenial ?

• Is it allegorical?
• Is it the Church?
2012-10-05
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Ezekiel’s Temple – Middle Terrace

29

Priest’s Chambers
Ezekiel 42:1-14

Chambers for Singers
Ezekiel 40:4-46

Ezekiel’s Temple – Middle Terrace
Ezekiel 40‐48

Inner Gates
Ezekiel 40:28-31;
40:32-34; 40:38-43
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Ezekiel 40‐48

Ezekiel 40‐48

Priest’s Kitchens
Ezekiel 46:19-20

Ezekiel’s Temple – Lower Terrace

Outer Gates
Ezekiel 40:6-16;
40:20-27

30

Ezekiel’s Temple – Lower Terrace

32

Ezekiel 40‐48

Chambers of
the Outer Court
Ezekiel 40:17-19,
41:5-11
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Ezekiel’s Temple – Lower Terrace

33

Ezekiel 40‐48

35

Ezekiel 40:1
1] In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning
of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year
after that the city was smitten, in the selfsame day the hand of
th LORD was upon me, and
the
db
brought
ht me thith
thither.

Jerusalem has been destroyed and the temple burned.
Ezekiel is now shown the temple that will be in Jerusalem the
millennial kingdom.
Ezekiel dated the vision on April 28, 573 BC,
12+ years after his preceding messages (33:21-22).
(33:21-22)
People’s Kitchen
Ezekiel 46:20-24

Timing is identified using 2 points of reference:
• beginning of the Exile and
• the fall of Jerusalem.

34

36

Ezekiel 40:2
2] In the visions of God brought he me into the land of Israel,
and set me upon a very high mountain, by which was as the
frame of a city on the south.

??

The Lord took Ezekiel back to the land off Israel and positioned
him there on a high mountain (1:1; 8:3)
Ezekiel had previously been in Babylon (3:14-15; 8:3; 11:24)
Here the Lord took him, as He would later take all the
Israelites, back to the Promised Land.
Looking south from his vantage point on the high mountain
mountain,
Ezekiel saw a structure that resembled a city.
As the vision unfolds, what he saw proved to be a temple
complex with walls, courtyards, and various structures.

The Darkness Outside
2012-10-05
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Ezekiel 40:3

37

3] And he brought me thither, and, behold, there was a man,
whose appearance was like the appearance of brass, with a
line of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed; and he stood
in the gate
Ezekiel is taken to the Temple where he encounters a man,
apparently made out of or at least shining like bronze standing
in the main gateway.
Bronze in Scripture often represents what is strong (1Kg
4:13; Job 40:18)

Ezekiel 40:3

4] And the man said unto me, Son of man, behold with thine
eyes, and hear with thine ears, and set thine heart upon all
that I shall shew thee; for to the intent that I might shew them
unto thee art thou brought hither: declare all that thou seest to
the house of Israel.
The man told Ezekiel to pay close attention to what he would
see and hear because he needed to declare the content of his
vision to the Israelites.
Its details were important
important.

38

3] And he brought me thither, and, behold, there was a man, whose
appearance was like the appearance of brass, with a line of flax in his
hand, and a measuring reed; and he stood in the gate
Whenever we find a man with a measuring rod in scripture, it seems
that the man turns out to be an angel. It is an angel here too.
Every time an angel measures or weighs, God is getting ready to
move in dealing with His earthly people again.
We find this again in the minor prophets and in the Revelation.
“...with a line of flax”: Linen cord used for long measurements.
“...And
And a measuring reed
reed”:: A rod used for shorter measurements.
measurements
The Hebrew cubit was 17.58 in or 44.65 centimeters.
The long cubit was 20.679 inches.
Ezekiel’s reed was about 10 1/3 ft long.

2012-10-05
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Ezekiel 40:4

THE OUTER COURT

40

EZEKIEL 40:5‐27
Ezekiel had hinted that there would be a future temple in the
restored Promised Land (20:40; 37:24-28).
Now he described it in considerable detail.
Some of the detail is here to help the reader
understand what the writer recorded later about what would
happen in this complex (ch 43-46): stage setting.
realize that the temple being described is not one that has
stood in the past; it is a future temple.
temple
This restored temple represents God's desire to again be in
the midst of his people and suggests his accessibility to them
and desire to bless them (48:35; Rev 21:3-4; 22:1-4)
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THE OUTER COURT

41

EZEKIEL 40:5‐27

5] And behold a wall on the outside of the house round about,
and in the man’s hand a measuring reed of six cubits long by the
cubit and an hand breadth: so he measured the breadth of the
building, one reed; and the height, one reed.
The man first measured the thickness and the height of the wall
around the temple complex.
Measuring not only provides data but implies ownership (Zech. 2:1;
Rev. 11:1; 21:15);
the man measured as God's representative.
Walls, of course, provided a barrier and guarded the holiness of God
in Israel's earlier tabernacle and temple complexes.
He used the six-cubit reed that was in his hand.

2012-10-05
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5] And behold a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in
the man’s hand a measuring reed of six cubits long by the cubit
and an hand breadth: so he measured the breadth of the
building, one reed; and the height, one reed.
The wall was six cubits (one rod) thick and six cubits high.
• A normal cubit was the distance between the tip of a person's
middle finger and the end of his elbow, about 18 in (Deut.
3:11).
• A handbreadth was about three inches.
• A long cubit was about 21 in long, the length of a normal cubit
plus a handbreadth.
Since each of the cubits of the man's measuring rod was a cubit and
a handbreadth, it seems that the cubits in view in these dimensions
were long cubits (43:13).
Six long cubits (one rod) equals about 10 feet.

Ezekiel's guide leads him from outside the temple enclosure,
into its inner court, and then back out of the complex.
The ancient Israelites always worshipped God outdoors, in the
courtyards that surrounded the temple itself.
Only the priests could actually enter the temple building.
In this temple too the people had access to the outer courtyard
only;
the priests alone used the inner courtyard
courtyard.
Ezekiel was a priest…

Ezekiel 40:5 The Wall

Ezekiel 40:5 The Wall

42

Ezekiel 40:6 The East Gate

44

6] Then came he unto the gate which looketh toward the east,
and went up the stairs thereof, and measured the threshold of
the gate, which was one reed broad; and the other threshold of
the gate
gate, which was one reed broad
broad.
The east gate was to be especially sacred:
• it was through it the glory of God had departed (Eze 11:23);
• through it the glory was to return (Eze 43:1, 2).
The amount of detail devoted to the descriptions of the gate
complexes, both outer and inner, suggests that access into the
temple will be strictly controlled.
The threshold, the area of the gate at the top of the stairs within
the wall (v.22, 26) was one rod (six cubits) deep (10 feet), the
thickness of the wall around the whole temple compound.
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The Gates: Outer Court to Inner Court

45

46

7] And every little chamber was one reed long, and one reed
broad; and between the little chambers were five cubits; and the
threshold of the gate by the porch of the gate within was one
reed.
Each alcove in the gate complex was a square one rod long and
one rod wide (or six cubits by six cubits, 10 ft by 10 ft, v12).
There were six alcoves, three on each side of the hallway
through the gate complex (v10).
A wall five cubits thick separated the alcoves on the same sides
of the hallway from each other
other.
Beyond these alcoves there was another threshold that led to a
large vestibule room.
This threshold was the same size as the one at the other end
of the passage, six cubits (10 feet) deep and 10 cubits (about
16 ft 8 in) wide.
2012-10-05

47

8] He measured also the porch of the gate within, one reed.
9] Then measured he the porch of the gate, eight cubits; and
the posts thereof, two cubits; and the porch of the gate was
inward.
inward
The vestibule stood at the far end of the gate complex and
faced the courtyard.
It was eight cubits (13 ft 4 in) deep and 25 cubits (41 ft 8 in)
wide.
Evidently the opening from this vestibule into the courtyard
was 10 cubits (16 ft 8 in) wide,
but the "side pillars" supporting the doorframes around
the opening were one cubit (1 foot 8 in) wide on each
side leaving an opening of eight cubits (13 ft 4 in).

Alcoves

Ezekiel 40:7 A Guard Room ???

Ezekiel 40:8‐9 The Vestibule

Ezekiel 40:10‐11 The Entrance Hallway

48

10] And the little chambers of the gate eastward were three on
this side, and three on that side; they three were of one
measure: and the posts had one measure on this side and on
that side.
side
11] And he measured the breadth of the entry of the gate, ten
cubits; and the length of the gate, thirteen cubits.
There was a total of six alcoves in the gate complex, three on
each side of the main hallway, and they were all the same
size.
The gateway into the gate complex from the east, the main
entrance, was 10 cubits (16 ft 8 in) wide.
The main hallway ("gate") was 13 cubits (21 ft 8 in) wide.
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Ezekiel 40:12

49

12] The space also before the little chambers was one cubit on
this side, and the space was one cubit on that side: and the
little chambers were six cubits on this side, and six cubits on
that side.

14] He made also posts of threescore cubits, even unto the
post of the court round about the gate.
15] And from the face of the gate of the entrance unto the face
of the porch of the inner gate were fifty cubits.
cubits

Each alcove was six cubits (10 feet) square.
Evidently each one had a one-cubit-thick (1 foot 8 inch) low
wall that defined each of these rooms as separate from the
hallway.
This low wall or ledge ran on each side of the hallway in
f t off the
front
th alcoves.
l

The height of the doorframes surrounding the main gate was
60 cubits (100 feet).
The gate system's walls wrapped around from the main wall of
the temple enclosure to the doorjambs that framed the
doorway into the courtyard (v. 9).
The total length of the passageway from the front gate to the
doorway into the courtyard was 50 cubits (83 ft 4 in).

There were several guard rooms (1Kg 24:28; 2Chr 12:11), or
alcoves, on either side of the inner part of the Solomonic gates.
The entire gate system resembled the multiple entry gates
archaeologists discovered from the Solomonic period.

Ezekiel 40:13
13] He measured then the gate from the roof of one little
chamber to the roof of another: the breadth was five and
twenty cubits, door against door.
The interior width of the gate complex, measuring the ceiling
above one alcove, the hallway, and another alcove, was 25
cubits (41 ft 8 inches; v. 21).
Evidently there were doors in the walls of the alcoves that
covered windows or niches in those walls (v. 16; 41:16).
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Ezekiel 40:14‐15

50

52

Ezekiel 40:16
16] And there were narrow windows to the little chambers, and
to their posts within the gate round about, and likewise to the
arches: and windows were round about inward: and upon each
post were p
p
palm trees.

There were shuttered windows or alcoves in the exterior walls of
the alcoves and vestibule, perhaps creating cupboards for
storing the utensils.
Representations of palm trees decorated the doorframes, one
on each side of each door (v26).
Palm trees were symbols of beauty, fruitfulness, salvation,
glory, and the millennial age (Lv 23:40; 1Kg 6:29, 32, 35;
7:36; 2Ch 3:5; SoS 7:7; Ps 92:12-14; Ne 8:15; Zec 14:16-21)
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Temple Gate

Inside

53

A Alcoves for the temple guards
40:7a,10,12
P Portico
40:8 9
40:8,9
S Steps
40:6a
T Thresholds
40:6b, 7b
W Windows
41:16
(Dimensions are in feet)

Bible Knowledge Dictionary

55

Ezekiel 40:17‐18
17] Then brought he me into the outward court, and, lo, there
were chambers, and a pavement made for the court round
about: thirty chambers were upon the pavement.
18] And the pavement by the side of the gates over against the
length of the gates was the lower pavement.
Around the perimeter of this outer court were 30 rooms.
It is not clear if they were on just three or all four sides of
the courtyard.
The use of these rooms is not stated, but they may have been
storage rooms or meeting rooms for the people when they
celebrated their feasts (Jer 35:2).

Outside

Temple Complex Outer Court
The passageway in the
eastern gate complex
led into a courtyard.
This was the outer court
that contained an inner
court within it.
A pavement, probably
mosaic (2Chr 7:3; Est
1:6), known as the
lower pavement
pavement, formed
a 50-cubit-wide (83 ft 4
inch) border around the
outer edge of the outer
courtyard (v. 15).
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Ezekiel 40:19
19] Then he measured the breadth from the forefront of the
lower gate unto the forefront of the inner court without, an
hundred cubits eastward and northward.
Ezekiel's guide measured the outer courtyard between the
outer and inner gates,
this space was 100 cubits wide (about 166 ft 8 in) on the east
and north sides (and evidently on the south side too).
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24] After that he brought me toward the south, and behold a
gate toward the south: and he measured the posts thereof and
the arches thereof according to these measures.
25] And there were windows in it and in the arches thereof
round about, like those windows: the length was fifty cubits,
and the breadth five and twenty cubits.
26] And there were seven steps to go up to it, and the arches
thereof were before them: and it had palm trees, one on this
side, and another on that side, upon the posts thereof.
27] And there was a gate in the inner court toward the south:
and he measured from gate to gate toward the south an
hundred cubits.
The measuring man took Ezekiel to the south side of the wall
where he discovered the same arrangement that he had seen
on the east and north sides.

20] And the gate of the outward court that looked toward the
north, he measured the length thereof, and the breadth thereof.
21] And the little chambers thereof were three on this side and
three on that side; and the posts thereof and the arches thereof
were after the measure of the first gate: the length thereof was
fifty cubits, and the breadth five and twenty cubits.
22] And their windows, and their arches, and their palm trees,
were after the measure of the gate that looketh toward the east;
and they went up unto it by seven steps; and the arches thereof
were before them.
23] And the gate of the inner court was over against the gate
toward the north, and toward the east; and he measured from
gate to gate an hundred cubits.

Ezekiel 40:20‐23

58

From the inside of the lower gateway to the outside of the inner
court (to the threshold of the gate leading to the inner court) was
175 ft (100 cubits).
Th
There
was a gate
t complex
l on the
th north
th side
id off th
the wallll th
thatt was
identical to the one on the east (v.6-16).
It too was 50 cubits (83 ft 4 in) long and 25 cubits (41 ft 8 in)
wide, excluding its stairway. Seven steps led into the gate
complex from the outside up to its threshold (v6)
Looking straight through the north gate or through the east gate
one could see, 100 cubits (166 ft 8 in) beyond (v. 19), another
inner gate complex.
Ezekiel saw two of these inner gate complexes, one on the north
side of the inner courtyard and one on the east side.
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Ezekiel 40:24‐27
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THE INNER COURT
Ezekiel 40:28‐47
This section includes descriptions of the three inner gate
complexes, the rooms and implements used for preparing
complexes
sacrifices, the rooms for the singers and priests, and the
inner court itself.
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28] And he brought me to the inner court by the south gate: and he
measured the south gate according to these measures;
29] And the little chambers thereof, and the posts thereof, and the
arches thereof, according to these measures: and there were
windows in it and in the arches thereof round about: it was fifty
cubits long, and five and twenty cubits broad.
Ezekiel discovered that the south inner gate complex was the same
as the outer gate complexes.
All the vestibules of the three gate complexes totaled 25 cubits
(41 ft 8 in) across and each of them was five cubits deep rather
than eight, 8 ft 4 in rather than 13 ft 4 inches, v9.
Also there were windows or niches on all four sides and eight steps
leading up to it from the outer court (v. 22).
However the vestibule of this gate complex, as well as the other
inner gate complexes, was facing the outer court.

The Inner Gates

63

Ezekiel 40:30‐31
30] And the arches round about were five and twenty cubits
long, and five cubits broad.
31] And the arches thereof were toward the utter court; and
palm trees were upon the posts thereof: and the going up to it
had eight steps.
Verse 30 is omitted in the Septuagint, the Vatican
manuscript, and others.
The dimensions here of the inner gate do not
correspond to the outer, though Eze 40:28 asserts that
they do.

62

64

Ezekiel 40:32‐34
32] And he brought me into the inner court toward the east:
and he measured the gate according to these measures.
33] And the little chambers thereof, and the posts thereof, and
the arches thereof
thereof, were according to these measures: and
there were windows therein and in the arches thereof round
about: it was fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits broad.
34] And the arches thereof were toward the outward court; and
palm trees were upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on
that side: and the going up to it had eight steps.
The eastern
Th
t
inner
i
gate
t complex
l was exactly
tl like
lik th
the southern
th
inner gate complex.
Palm tree representations adorned its doorframes too.
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35] And he brought me to the north gate, and measured it
according to these measures;
36] The little chambers thereof, the posts thereof, and the
arches thereof
thereof, and the windows to it round about: the length
was fifty cubits, and the breadth five and twenty cubits.
37] And the posts thereof were toward the utter court; and
palm trees were upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on
that side: and the going up to it had eight steps.

67

Ezekiel 40:38‐39
38] And the chambers and the entries thereof were by the
posts of the gates, where they washed the burnt offering.
39] And in the porch of the gate were two tables on this side
side,
and two tables on that side, to slay thereon the burnt offering
and the sin offering and the trespass offering.
In verses 39-42 the reinstating the burnt offering, the sin
offering, and the trespass offering.

There was also an identical inner gate complex on the north
side.

Millennial Temple

66

.
A
B
G1
G2
K1

Altar 43:13-17
Building (not explained ???) 41:12
Outer gates 40:6
40:6-17,
17, 20-27
20 27
Inner Gates 40:28-37
Kitchens for people’s sacrifices
46:21-24
K2 Kitchens for priests 46:19-20
PC Priests’ chambers
42:1-14
R 30 rooms in outer court
40:17
RP Rooms for ministering priests 40:44-47
T Temple Proper 40:48-41:11-26
(Dimensions in feet)
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Ezekiel 40:40‐41

40] And at the side without, as one goeth up to the entry of the north gate,
were two tables; and on the other side, which was at the porch of the gate,
were two tables.
41] Four tables were on this side, and four tables on that side, by the side
of the gate; eight tables,
tables whereupon they slew their sacrifices
sacrifices.
Ezekiel saw a room outside each of the three inner gate complexes close
to its doorway.
There priests would rinse animals brought as burnt offerings.
The north gate had a total of 8 tables, 4 in the vestibule and 4 just outside
the gate.
Within each inner gate complex
complex, in the vestibules
vestibules, there were four
tables where priests slaughtered animals brought as burnt, sin, and
guilt offerings.
2 tables stood on one side of each vestibule and 2 on the other
side.
There were also 4 tables on the outside of the northern inner gate
complex, 2 on each side of the entrance.
Page 17 of 31
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There are several other passages that refer to sacrifices in the Millennium
(Is 56:7; 66:20-23; Jer 33:18; Zec 14:16-21; Mal 3:3-4)
The Book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus Christ was the superior sacrifice
p
the sacrifices of the Old Covenant ((Heb 7-10))
who replaced
In the Millennium there will be animal sacrifices, but they will look
back to Christ's sacrifice even as the sacrifices of the Old Covenant
looked forward to His sacrifice.
They will be like the Lord's Supper is for Christians, a memorial of
Christ's death.
The millennial system of worship will follow the restoration of Israel to her
l d and
land
d th
the resumption
ti off h
her prominence
i
iin G
God's
d' plan
l (R
(Ro 11
11:25-27).
25 27)
These sacrifices will appropriately reflect Israelite worship (45:18-25),
though there will not be a reinstitution of the Old Covenant (Ro 10:4).
The millennial sacrifices will differ from the Levitical sacrifices though
there are some similarities.

Ezekiel 40:40‐41
Sacrifices under the Old Covenant never took away sin; they only
covered sin temporarily and pointed forward to the ultimate sacrifice
to come (Heb. 10:1-4, 10).
The purpose of sacrifices under the Old Covenant was to restore
the Israelites to fellowship with God, not to provide salvation.
Salvation was always by faith.
Even after the church began, Jewish believers did not hesitate to
participate in the sacrifices of Israel (Acts 2:46; 3:1; 21:26).
They viewed these sacrifices as memorials of Christ's sacrifice.
There could be other reasons for animal sacrifices in the Millennium
besides serving as memorials, namely, cleansing from the
defilement of sin and demonstrating obedience to Christ.
Another reason will probably be to bring people together for
fellowship and feasting to the glory of God.
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Ezekiel 40:42‐43

42] And the four tables were of hewn stone for the burnt offering, of a
cubit and an half long, and a cubit and an half broad, and one cubit high:
whereupon also they laid the instruments wherewith they slew the burnt
offering and the sacrifice.
43] And
A d within
ithi were hooks,
h k an h
hand
db
broad,
d ffastened
t
d round
d about:
b t and
d
upon the tables was the flesh of the offering.
In addition to the four tables outside the inner gate, Ezekiel saw four
tables of dressed stone, each one and a half cubits (2 ft 6 inch) long, one
and a half cubits (2 ft 6 inch) wide, and one cubit (1 ft 8 inch) high.
These were evidently near the other tables outside the entrance to the
gate complex
p
and held the utensils used for slaughtering
g
g the
northern g
sacrificial animals.
He also saw double hooks about three in long hanging on the
walls of the vestibule.
Animal flesh was on the tables, animals that were being
offered in sacrifice.
Undoubtedly the hooks would hold the sacrificial meat.

72

Ezekiel 40:44

44] And without the inner gate were the chambers of the singers
in the inner court, which was at the side of the north gate; and
their prospect was toward the south: one at the side of the east
gate having the prospect toward the north.
There were two rooms for singers in the inner court.
One stood beside the north inner gate, its door facing south.
It also accommodated the needs of the priests who were
responsible for the care of the temple
temple.
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45] And he said unto me, This chamber, whose prospect is toward the
south, is for the priests, the keepers of the charge of the house.
46] And the chamber whose prospect is toward the north is for the
priests,, the keepers
p
p
of the charge
g of the altar: these are the sons of
Zadok among the sons of Levi, which come near to the LORD to
minister unto him.
The second room stood beside the south inner gate, its door facing
north.
The singers and the priests in charge of the altar used it (43:13-17).
These priests were descendants of Zadok, the faithful high priest
who served during David and Solomon's
S
reigns (44:15;
( 1 1S 2
2:31-33;
31 33
2Sa 15:24-29; 1Kgs 1:5-26, 32-35; 2:26-27, 35; 1Chr 6:3-8; 24:3)
Zadok — was lineally descended from Aaron.
He had the high priesthood conferred on him by Solomon, who
had set aside the family of Ithamar because of the part which
Abiathar had taken in the rebellion of Adonijah (1Kgs 1:7).

Ezekiel 40:47
47] So he measured the court, an hundred cubits long, and an
hundred cubits broad, foursquare; and the altar that was
before the house.
This should not be confused with the court of Israel, which
was open to all who had sacrifices to bring, and went round
the three sides of the sacred territory, one hundred cubits
broad.
This inner court was bounded by the three inner gates and the
temple itself.
It was a square 100 cubits (166 ft 8 in) on each side.
An altar stood in this square in front of the entrance to the
temple proper.

75

THE TEMPLE BUILDING
Ezekiel 40:48‐41:26
It is interesting to compare this temple with the one that
Solomon built (1 Kings 6-7).
There are similarities but also differences.

74

Temple Building
B
E
IS
OS
P
SR
W
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Base surrounding temple 41:11
Entrance to Temple Inner 40:48-49;
41:2a,26
Sanctuary
41:3,4
Outer Sanctuary 41:2b,21
Pillars
40:49b
Sire Rooms
41:5-11
Windows
41:26
(Dimensions are in feet)
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Ezekiel 41:1‐2 The Holy Place

79

1] Afterward he brought me to the temple, and measured the posts,
six cubits broad on the one side, and six cubits broad on the other
side, which was the breadth of the tabernacle.
2]] And the breadth of the door was ten cubits;; and the sides of the
door were five cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the other
side: and he measured the length thereof, forty cubits: and the
breadth, twenty cubits.
Beyond the vestibule was the nave, the holy place.
It had a doorway 6 cubits (10 feet) deep and 10 cubits (16 ft 8 in)
wide.
The projecting wall on either side of this entrance, which also formed
part of the wall of the vestibule and the holy place, projected inward
5 cubits (8 ft 4 in) from the side walls of the main temple structure.
The holy place was 40 cubits (66 ft 8 in) deep and 20 cubits (33 ft 4
in) wide.

Ezekiel 40:48‐49 The Porch

78

48] And he brought me to the porch of the house, and measured each post
of the porch, five cubits on this side, and five cubits on that side: and the
breadth of the gate was three cubits on this side, and three cubits on that
side.
49] The length of the porch was twenty cubits, and the breadth eleven
cubits; and he brought me by the steps whereby they went up to it: and
there were pillars by the posts, one on this side, and another on that side.
Verses 48-49 belong to Chapter 41, which details the temple itself.
The walls that supported the doorframes leading into the vestibule of the
temple were 5 cubits (8 ft 4 inch) deep on each side of the opening.
These walls protruded three cubits (5 feet) from the side walls of the
temple on each side.
The vestibule itself was 20 cubits (33 ft 4 in) wide and 11 cubits (18 ft 4 in)
deep.
Two columns (pillars) stood at the top of the stairs on either side of the
entrance to the vestibule (1 Kings 7:16-20).
2012-10-05
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3] Then went he inward, and measured the post of the door, two cubits;
and the door, six cubits; and the breadth of the door, seven cubits.
4] So he measured the length thereof, twenty cubits; and the breadth,
y cubits, before the temple:
p and he said unto me, This is the most
twenty
holy place.
Ezekiel's guide then went into the most holy place and measured the
doorway leading into it from the holy place.
Evidently Ezekiel, who was a priest, did not enter the most holy place but
stood in front of it in the only part of the temple accessible to him.
This doorway was two cubits (3 ft 4 inch) deep and six cubits (10 ft) wide.
The projecting wall on either side of this entrance, which also formed part
of the wall of the holy place and the most holy place, projected inward
seven cubits (11 ft 8 in) from the side walls of the main temple structure.
The most holy place was 20 cubits (33 ft 4 in) square.
The dimensions of the Holy Place and Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies)s
are the same as in Solomon’s temple, since being fixed originally by God.
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3] Then went he inward, and measured the post of the door, two cubits;
and the door, six cubits; and the breadth of the door, seven cubits.
4] So he measured the length thereof, twenty cubits; and the breadth,
twenty cubits, before the temple: and he said unto me, This is the most
h l place.
holy
l

7] And there was an enlarging, and a winding about still
upward to the side chambers: for the winding about of the
house went still upward round about the house: therefore the
breadth of the house was still upward
upward, and so increased from
the lowest chamber to the highest by the midst.
The rooms on the upper floor were the largest, presumably
because not as much space was required for a hallway and
stairs.
The rooms on the second floor were not as large because
more space was needed
d d ffor the
th hallway
h ll
and
d stairs,
t i and
d
The rooms on the first floor were the smallest for the same
reason.

The effect of the progressively narrower doorways,
from 14 cubits (23 ft 4 inches, 40:48)
to 10 cubits (16 ft 8 inches, v. 2)
to six cubits (10 feet, v. 3),
focused the worshipper's eyes on the most holy place, the
center of worship
worship, and communicated increasing restriction
restriction,
controlled access.
Ezekiel's guide seldom spoke to him, but when he did he always said
something important.
Here he identified the most holy place (v. 4; v. 22; 40:4, 45; 42:13;
43:18; 46:20, 24; 47:8).

Ezekiel 41:5‐6 The Side Rooms

82

5] After he measured the wall of the house, six cubits; and the breadth
of every side chamber, four cubits, round about the house on every side.
6] And the side chambers were three, one over another, and thirty in
order;; and theyy entered into the wall which was of the house for the side
chambers round about, that they might have hold, but they had not hold
in the wall of the house.
The wall enclosing the vestibule, holy place, and most holy place was
six cubits (10 feet) thick.
Rooms five cubits (8 ft 4 in) deep surrounded this wall on all sides
except the east.
There were three stories of these rooms, 30 rooms on each level, for
a total of 90 rooms.
There was another wall on the outside of these rooms that bore their
weight so the inner wall of the temple did not carry it.
The purpose of these rooms was not revealed, but they may be for
worship, fellowship, or storage.
2012-10-05
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Ezekiel 41:7
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Ezekiel 41:8
8] I saw also the height of the house round about: the
foundations of the side chambers were a full reed of six great
cubits.
The side rooms stood on the same foundation as the rest of
the temple, which was six cubits (10 feet) above the level of
the surrounding courtyard.
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11] And the doors of the side chambers were toward the place
that was left, one door toward the north, and another door
toward the south: and the breadth of the place that was left
was five cubits round about
about.
Ezekiel saw a doorway in this exterior wall on the north and
south sides that allowed access into the side rooms.
There was a five-cubit-wide (8 ft 4 in) walkway all around the
exterior wall of the temple except on the west side (v. 13).
This walkway was on the same level as the top of the
foundation of the temple.

87

12] Now the building that was before the separate place at the
end toward the west was seventy cubits broad; and the wall of
the building was five cubits thick round about, and the length
thereof ninety cubits.
“...the separate place”: gizrah.
A place reserved for repair, polishing, maintenance support?
The building or the space it faces?
Behind Solomon’s temple lay a similar space (2Kg 23:11; 1Chr
26:18) to the west of the temple proper 20 cubits (33 ft 4 in) from
its west wall.
wall
The building [binyan] behind the Temple.
Its purpose is not explained: a large building (90 x 70 cubits, with
walls 5 cubits thick) behind or west of the Temple, facing the
temple yard (“separate place” ) gizrah
(Eze 41:12-15; 42:1, 10, 13).

9] The thickness of the wall, which was for the side chamber
without, was five cubits: and that which was left was the place
of the side chambers that were within.
10] And
A d between
b t
the
th chambers
h b
was the
th wideness
id
off ttwenty
t
cubits round about the house on every side.
The exterior wall of the side rooms was five cubits (8 ft 4 in)
thick, and
There was 20 cubits (33 ft 4 in) of open space between these
walls and any other structures surrounding the temple proper.
Other structures could not intrude on the holy space
surrounding the temple.

Ezekiel 41:11

Ezekiel 41:12 The Separate Place

86
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Millennial Temple
Gizrah  ‘Separate Place’ ??
A
B
G1
G2
K1

Altar 43:13-17
Building (not explained) 41:12
Outer gates 40:6-17, 20-27
Inner Gates 40:28-37
Kitchens for people’s sacrifices
46:21-24
K2 Kitchens for priests 46:19-20
PC Priests’ chambers
42:1-14
R 30 rooms in outer court
40:17
R
ffor ministering
i i t i priests
i t 40
44 47
RP Rooms
40:44-47
T Temple Proper 40:48-41:11-26
(Dimensions in feet)
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13] So he measured the house, an hundred cubits long; and the
separate place, and the building, with the walls thereof, an
hundred cubits long;
14] Also the breadth of the face of the house
house, and of the
separate place toward the east, an hundred cubits.
“...the separate place”: On the west or back of the temple, there
was a separate place occupied by buildings of the same
external dimensions as the temple, 100 cubits square in the
entire compass.
The purpose of this space is not explained.

GIZRAH – THE SEPARATE PLACE
One of the parts in Ezekiel’s Temple is the space directly behind
(or west of) the Holy of Holies called the Gizrah (Strong’s # 1508)
or the “separate place." (Ezek 41:12-15; 42:1, 10, 13).
The word gizrah means a separate enclosure or “a
a separate
place."
It’s a place for polishing or making something smooth by
friction.
It comes from the root word gezer (Strong’s # 1506) which means
“a portion cut off" and
The primitive root gazar (Strong
(Strong’s
s # 1504)
1504), which means to
exclude.
Gizrah is used 8 times in the Bible:
• 7 in reference to the Temple in Ezekiel 41-42, and
• once in reference to the polishing of a godly sect in
Lamentations 4:7
2012-10-05
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Gizrah
H1508 ּגזרה
gizrah (160d); fem. of H1506; a cutting, separation: - polishing
(1), separate area (6), separate areas (1).
Total KJV Occurrences: 8
separate, 7
Eze_41:12-15 (4), Eze_42:1, Eze_42:10, Eze_42:13
polishing, 1
Lam_4:7.
H1506 ּגזר
gezer (160c); from H1504; part: - asunder (1), pieces (1).
Total KJV Occurrences: 2
parts, 1
Psa_136:13
pieces, 1
Gen_15:17
H1504 ּגזר
gazar (160b); a prim. root; to cut, divide: - cut down (1), cut off
(6), decree (1), decreed (1), divide (2), divided (1), slice off (1).
Total KJV Occurrences: 14
cut, 8 2Ki_6:4, 2Ch_26:21, Psa_88:5, Psa_90:10, Isa_53:8, Lam_3:54,
Eze_37:11, Hab_3:17
divide, 2
1Ki_3:25-26 (2)
decree, 1
Job_22:28
decreed, 1
Est_2:1
divided, 1
Psa_136:13
snatch, 1
Isa_9:20

GIZRAH – THE SEPARATE PLACE
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The Gizrah is a “separate place" for cutting and polishing in
order to produce a refined and magnificent finish.
According to the Jewish Encyclopedia, Marriage, pg. 342.
“If the word gizrah contained an ayin then the second raw
would have a negative connotation; but it does not,
therefore, this space has some mysterious but beneficial
purpose.”
The wall of separation between the sanctuary itself and the
Gizrah was very visible (Ezek 42:20).
It emphasized the separation of the holy and the common.
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They explained that it was a Hebrew word and it came
from the root word gezrah.
The definition that they gave for genizah was: “a strong
room where the priests of the temple kept damaged,
but sacred objects
objects.

These walls of separation were
intended for human instruction.
It was God’s divine intention.

Holy of Holies

Holy Place

Tables of
Shewbread and
Lampstands

AoI

cHeder
Hidden Places
Storage for the Priests

Boaz

Lavers of Bronze

Molten
Sea

It was an unsanctified area;
separate from the sanctified
region similar to the Cheder
Inner Court
in Solomon’s Temple.

Porch

Porch

Yachin

The Gizrah was a place where
everything that was rejected or
excluded from the worship
service was kept.

Holocaust
Alter
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In Ezek 42:20, a wall is marked off to separate the sanctuary
from the area outside called “the profane place."
((Strong’s
g #2455,, Chol)) which means ‘expose’
p
and ‘common’,,
opposed to ‘sanctified’ and ‘holy’.
Total KJV Occurrences: 7
profane, 4  Ezek 22:26, 42:20, 44:23, 48:15
common, 2  1Sa 21:4-5
unholy, 1  Lev 10:10

The National Spelling Bee contest of the United States,
recently gave the word “genizah" as one of the words in the
contest.
contest

GIZRAH – THE SEPARATE PLACE

GIZRAH – THE SEPARATE PLACE

Chol is from the root word chalal (Strong’s #2490), which
means
to profane, defile, pollute, desecrate, to make common, to
violate the honor of, dishonor among other meanings
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GIZRAH – THE SEPARATE PLACE
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The Gizrah is a real place in Ezekiel’s Temple.
What its function actually is, scholars still debate …
Ezekiel’s
Ezekiel
s prophecy is giving us a blue print of the Millennial
Temple the whole of which is itself a “separation," a place
apart.
The Gizrah was a separate place within the sanctuary for
things that had become ritually unclean and unholy.
g to Messiah’s Coming
g Temple,
p pg
pg. 98: by
y John
According
W. Schmitt:
These things had to be separated, so that “such items
may later be cleansed and restored.”

Outer Court
2012-10-05
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13] So he measured the house, an hundred cubits long; and the
separate place, and the building, with the walls thereof, an
hundred cubits long;
14] Also the breadth of the face of the house
house, and of the
separate place toward the east, an hundred cubits.
Ezekiel's guide next measured the outside walls of the main
temple structure.
Each was 100 cubits (166 ft 8 in) from front to back.
The distance from the back of the main temple structure to the
back of the building behind the temple, including an open space
of 20 cubits (33 ft 4 in) that separated the two structures, was
also 100 cubits (166 ft 8 in).
The inner court in front of the temple proper was also 100 cubits
(166 ft 8 in) square.

Could the Gizrah, the “separate place“ within the sanctuary, be
the place into which
• the unsanctified and disobedient believers are “cast,"
• while the rest of the body of Christ, the “overcomers”, enjoy
fellowship with the Lord in the rest of the sanctuary?
Could this gizrah be the place called “the outer darkness" or
the “darkness outside" spoken of in Jesus parables?
• “Five Foolish Virgins" (where they ended up) Mat 25:1-13
• the ‘guest’ Mat 22:1-14
• the “unfaithful servant" Mat 24:45-51; Luke 12:41-46
This darkness is just beyond the brilliant light of Christ’s
presence but is within the sanctuary.

GIZRAH – THE SEPARATE PLACE
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God’s purpose in judgment is often to provide restoration.
Ps 49:15 But God will redeem me from the power of Sheol
(the place of the dead); for He will receive me. Selah [pause,
and calmly think of that]! AMP
Will God use the 1,000 year Millennium to polish, restore and
renew those believers who were not ‘overcomers’ but who were
‘overcome’ in this life and bring them back to holiness.
Rev 21:3-4 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he
will dwell with them
them, and they shall be his people
people, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their God.
4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things
are passed away. KJV
2012-10-05
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Ezekiel 41:13‐14 The Building and Walls

Ezekiel 41:15‐16 The Temple Building

100

15] And he measured the length of the building over against
the separate place which was behind it, and the galleries
thereof on the one side and on the other side, an hundred
p , and the porches
p
of the court;;
cubits,, with the inner temple,
16] The door posts, and the narrow windows, and the galleries
round about on their three stories, over against the door, cieled
with wood round about, and from the ground up to the
windows, and the windows were covered;
The outside width of the building behind the temple proper
measured 100 cubits (166 ft 8 in)
in), including a colonnade on
each of its sides.
The man also measured the temple's holy place and the
vestibule and porch that faced the inner courtyard.
The whole interior of the temple structure, including the side
rooms, was paneled with wood.
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Ezekiel 41:17‐18 The Carvings
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17] To that above the door, even unto the inner house, and
without, and by all the wall round about within and without, by
measure.
18]] And it was made with cherubims and palm
p
trees, so that a
palm tree was between a cherub and a cherub; and every cherub
had two faces;

Ezekiel 41:21 The Posts
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21] The posts of the temple were squared, and the face of the
sanctuary; the appearance of the one as the appearance of
the other.
The doorposts between the vestibule and the holy place were
square and identical.

The interior wood was carved with alternating cherubs and palm
trees.
Each cherub had two faces, the face of a man and the face of a
lion one looking left and the other right (1:5-25; 10:9-17).
lion,
10:9-17)

Ezekiel 41:19‐20
19] So that the face of a man was toward the palm tree on the
one side, and the face of a young lion toward the palm tree on
the other side: it was made through all the house round about.
20] From the ground unto above the door were cherubims and
palm trees made, and on the wall of the temple.
Each cherub had two faces, the face of a man and the face of
a lion, one looking left and the other right (1:5-25; 10:9-17).
Cherubim (the Hebrew plural of "cherub") elsewhere in
Scripture guarded the holiness of God (Gen. 3:22-24; Exod.
25:18-22; 26:31).
These figures likely represent aspirations of life and
prosperity (the palm) and security (the cherubim).
God as the divine resident of this house was the source
of both.
2012-10-05
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Ezekiel 41:22
22] The altar of wood was three cubits high, and the length
thereof two cubits; and the corners thereof, and the length
thereof, and the walls thereof, were of wood: and he said unto
me This is the table that is before the LORD.
me,
LORD
The altar in the holy place was completely wooden and was
three cubits (5 feet) high and two cubits (3 ft 4 in) square.
It stood before the Lord's presence there.
Its function is obscure, but it may correspond to the altar of
incense or the table of showbread in Israel's earlier
tabernacle and temples.
If so, it has some connection with prayer and or
remembrance.
Compare the Altar of Incense vs. Brazen Altar in outer court
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Ezekiel 41:23‐25
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23] And the temple and the sanctuary had two doors.
24] And the doors had two leaves apiece, two turning leaves;
two leaves for the one door, and two leaves for the other door.
25] And
A d there
th
were made
d on th
them, on th
the doors
d
off the
th temple,
t
l
cherubims and palm trees, like as were made upon the walls;
and there were thick planks upon the face of the porch without.
The doors leading into the holy place and the most holy place
were double doors, hinged with two leaves for each door.
p
These doors were also carved with cherubs and palm
trees.
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Priest’s Chambers
Ezekiel Chapter 42:1‐14
This is a very difficult section to interpret because the
description of these structures is obscure in the Hebrew
text.

The floor of the vestibule of the temple was also covered with
wood.

Ezekiel 41:26
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26] And there were narrow windows and palm trees on the one
side and on the other side, on the sides of the porch, and upon
the side chambers of the house, and thick planks.
The vestibule
Th
tib l also
l h
had
d llatticed
tti d windows
i d
and
d representations
t ti
off
palm trees on its side walls.
This temple will be beautiful.
This building was decorated in a manner befitting its role as
the symbolic earthly house of the one who is 'altogether
y
lovely.’

2012-10-05
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Ezekiel 42:1‐2

1] Then he brought me forth into the utter court, the way toward the
north: and he brought me into the chamber that was over against
the separate place, and which was before the building toward the
north.
2] Before the length of an hundred cubits was the north door, and
the breadth was fifty cubits
Ezekiel's guide next took him out the north inner gate into the outer
court and showed him another building.
It stood between the "separate area," the 20-cubit (33 ft 4 in)
space
p
that bordered the temple
p p
proper,
p , and "the building
g toward
the north," evidently the complex of rooms in the outer court that
stood against the north wall of the temple complex.
The length of this building, east to west, was 100 cubits (166 ft 8 in),
and its width, north to south, was 50 cubits (83 ft 4 in).
This structure had a door on its north side.
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Ezekiel 42:3‐4 The Colonades
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3] Over against the twenty cubits which were for the inner
court, and over against the pavement which was for the utter
court, was gallery against gallery in three stories.
4] And
A d before
b f
the
th chambers
h b
was a walk
lk off tten cubits
bit b
breadth
dth
inward, a way of one cubit; and their doors toward the north.
There were colonnades (galleries, covered porches) outside
this building facing the inner and outer courts (north and
south).
g colonnades were three stories high,
g , as
These matching
was the building itself.
A 10-cubit wide (16 ft 8 in) interior hallway ran the length of this
building east to west and provided access to the rooms.

Ezekiel 42:5‐6
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Ezekiel 42:7‐9
7] And the wall that was without over against the chambers, toward
the utter court on the forepart of the chambers, the length thereof
was fifty cubits.
8]] For the length
g of the chambers that were in the utter court was
fifty cubits: and, lo, before the temple were an hundred cubits.
9] And from under these chambers was the entry on the east side,
as one goeth into them from the utter court.
The north facade of this building, facing the outer court, was only 50
cubits (83 ft 4 in) wide.
Perhaps the roofline was 100 cubits (166 ft 8 in) long, and there
was an open space 50 cubits (83 ft 4 in) wide under the roof to
the east of this facade.
The south facade was 100 cubits (166 ft 8 in) long,
The west facade was 50 cubits (83 ft 4 in) long, and
The north facade was 50 cubits (83 ft 4 in) long.
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5] Now the upper chambers were shorter: for the galleries
were higher than these, than the lower, and than the
middlemost of the building.
6] For
F they
th were in
i three
th
stories,
t i
but
b t had
h d nott pillars
ill
as th
the
pillars of the courts: therefore the building was straitened more
than the lowest and the middlemost from the ground.
The rooms on the third story were smaller than the ones on the
first and second stories because the colonnade on the third
story took more room than the colonnades on the first and
second
d stories.
t i
The third story colonnade did not rest on the exterior walls that
reached down to the ground but on top of second-story rooms.
Thus the third story colonnade was set back from the exterior
walls rather than flush with the ones below it.
2012-10-05
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Ezekiel 42:10‐12
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10] The chambers were in the thickness of the wall of the court
toward the east, over against the separate place, and over
against the building.
11] And the way before them was like the appearance of the
chambers which were toward the north, as long as they, and
as broad as they: and all their goings out were both according
to their fashions, and according to their doors.
12] And according to the doors of the chambers that were
toward the south was a door in the head of the way, even the
y directly
y before the wall toward the east,, as one entereth
way
into them.
There was a corresponding structure on the south side of the
temple proper, the mirror image of the one on the north.
It too stood between the outer court and the "separate
area" and faced the temple building.

Ezekiel 42:13
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13] Then said he unto me, The north chambers and the south
chambers, which are before the separate place, they be holy
chambers, where the priests that approach unto the LORD
shall
h ll eatt th
the mostt h
holy
l thi
things: th
there shall
h ll th
they llay th
the mostt
holy things, and the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the
trespass offering; for the place is holy.
Ezekiel's guide informed him that the rooms to the north and
south of the "separate area" were for the priests to use when
they ate the sacrifices that people brought to the temple.
They would deposit the offerings in these rooms.
They were also dressing rooms for the priests.
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Ezekiel 42:14

14] When the priests enter therein, then shall they not go out
of the holy place into the utter court, but there they shall lay
their garments wherein they minister; for they are holy; and
shall put on other garments, and shall approach to those
things which are for the people.
The priests could not go from the "separate area" or the inner
court into the outer court without changing their clothes.
The holiness of sacred space extends beyond the
g of the temple
p complex
p
to the form of the
concentric design
auxiliary structures and the conduct of humans within those
structures.
The proportions of sacred space are more important than the
appearance of the buildings.
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Ezekiel 42:15‐20

15] Now when he had made an end of measuring the inner house, he
brought me forth toward the gate whose prospect is toward the east,
and measured it round about.
16] He measured the east side with the measuring reed, five hundred
reeds, with the measuring reed round about.
17] He measured the north side, five hundred reeds, with the
measuring reed round about.
18] He measured the south side, five hundred reeds, with the
measuring reed.
19] He turned about to the west side, and measured five hundred
reeds with the measuring reed.
reed
20] He measured it by the four sides: it had a wall round about, five
hundred reeds long, and five hundred broad, to make a separation
between the sanctuary and the profane place.
When the man had finished measuring the temple and the structures
immediately associated with it, he led Ezekiel out the east outer gate.
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Ezekiel 42:15‐20
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He measured the exterior of the temple wall, and it was 500
cubits (about 833 ft 4 in) on each of its four sides (Rev. 21:13).
This enclosed area is about 18 acres, larger than 13
American football fields
fields.
The man measured the wall with his measuring reed.
The wall around the temple area separated what was holy inside
from what was common outside.
The entire area was much too large for Mount Moriah where
Solomon's and Zerubbabel's temples stood.
The scheme requires a great change in the topography of the
land which will occur as indicated in Zec 14:9-11, the very time
which Ezekiel had in view.

Textual Difficulties
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1) Were the manifold details of this vision meant to be actualized at
some future date (Eze 40:2)?
2) What part will the bloody sacrifices play in any future economy (Eze
40:38-43; 43:18-27; 45:13-17; 46:13-15)?
3) Will the Zadokite priesthood, without a high priest, function again
(Eze 40:45, 46; 42:13, 14; 43:18-27; 44:15-31; 45:18-20; 46:19-24)?
4) Who is the prince and who are his sons (Eze 44:3; 45:7-12, 13-17,
21-24; 46:1-8, 12, 16-18)?
Who are the:
g
Levites ((Eze 44:10-14)?
)
• Downgraded
• The uncircumcised foreigners excluded from the sanctuary (Eze
44:5, 9) and the resident aliens who receive property (Eze 47:22,
23)?
• How are the geographical problems relating to the stream issuing
from the Temple (Eze 47:1-12) and how is the apportionment of the
land among the twelve tribes to be explained? (Eze 47:13-48:29).
2012-10-05

Diagrams of Ezekiel
Ezekiel'ss
Temple
Source: Ezekiel, by Ralph Alexander,
M d Press,
Moody
P
Chicago,
Chi
1976.
1976

Ezekiel’s Temple Complex

KEY
A
Altar (Eze 40‐47b)
BS Building of separation yard
(Eze 41:12‐13b, 15)
K1 Kitchens for priests to boil
sacrifices (Eze 46:19‐20)
K2 Kitchens for priests to boil
peoples sacrifices (Eze
46:21.24)
P
Pavement (Eze 40:17‐18)
PC Priests chambers (Eze 42:1‐
14)
R
Rooms in outer court for
storage or priests Eze
40:17)
S
Rooms for singers (priests)
(Eze 40:44‐46)
TT Tables
T bl for
f slaughter
l ht or
sacrifices (Eze 40:39‐43)
TEM Temple proper (Eze 40:48‐
41:11, 13a, 14, 16, 23‐26)
lnner court (Eze 40:4‐7a)
Outer court (Eze 40:17‐19, 23,
27, 39‐43)
Width from outer gates to inner
gates (Eze 40:19, 23, 27)
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Gate System for All Gates of the Outer Court

KEY
B Borders (barriers
(barriers, space) (Eze 40:12a)
C Chambers (side rooms, guard rooms) (Eze 40:7a, 10a)
P
Porch (vestibule) (Eze 40:7c, 8‐10b, 14)
S
Space between chambers (Eze 40:7b, 12b)
T1 Threshold of the gate (Eze 40:6, 11)
T2 Threshold of the porch (Eze 40:7c)
W Windows (Eze 40:16)
Overall height, length, and width of the gate (Eze 40:13‐15)

The Plan of the Temple Sanctuary
E1
E2
H
HH
P
Pl
PiH

Entry to the Temple (Eze 41:2a; 41:23.25)
Entry to the Holy of Holies (Eze 41:3; 41.23.75)
Holy Place (sanctuary) (Eze 41:2b, 21b)
Holy of Holies (Eze 41:4)
Porch ((vestibule)) ((Eze 40:48‐49))
Pillar (Eze 40:49)
Pilaster [jamb, post ]of the entry
to the Holy of Holies (Eze 41:3‐4)
PLP Pilaster of the porch (Eze 40:48)
PLT Pilaster of the Temple proper
(Eze 41 :11)
SC Side chambers of the Temple
sanctuary (Eze 41:5b‐11a)
S
Space left [platfotm around the
Temple (Eze 41:11b)
W Wall of the house (Eze 41:5a)
Overall dimensions of the Temple with yard on eithere side Eze 21:13a, 14)
Windows (Eze 41:16‐20) on the porch and side chambers and decorations (Eze 41:16‐20)
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