8 JAN 2005 ---  Some have asked which version of the Bible is the best?

I have to answer - it depends...No one version has it all over any other.

· For simple reading, use a modern language paraphrase or translation. (The Living Bible, the Message, etc.)    Just don't use these alone for study.

· For study, use several translations together.  I like to start (and end up) in the King James; mostly because I grew up using it.  (Also..it really grates those who are completely addicted to the NIV.)  For serious study, I will also go through and link to several other translations just to insure I'm not limiting my understanding to one time or place or language idiom.  I like to use the New American Standard Version, The Amplified Bible along with several others that are personal favorites that I've found to be useful in the past. I'll even use the NIV on occasion.  

· For the record...the KJV has as many flaws as most other versions that are out there today.  But, it has one great advantage.  It's been around for so long and has been picked apart through study and by criticism so much that we know where those flaws are.  That's not true of some of newer translations...

For those who are NIV positive, I suggest you start a personal withdrawal program by going to the NASB.   Understand, there is nothing wrong with the NIV - at least what there is of it.  Its just not all there... Whole verses are eliminated in some locations.  And often there nothing to indicate that the publisher has removed or altered a passage.  Some publishers of the NASB have done the same thing but at least they tell you that they did it so you can go back to your KJV and see what they've done.  There are some pretty significant word changes in the NIV also.  I don't like to use it without a safety net (my KJV) in place... I think a serious Bible student will out grow the NIV fairly soon.

· For impressing others, just use any version you can lift.  The biggest, heaviest Bible you can find, preferably with a bright red cover, is useful in this case.  A note of caution here.  Make sure that you at least break in the binding if you’re going to carry this one around.  The whole impression is lost if, when you open it in the presence of others, the binding cracks and pops and your reputation as a scholar is completely lost if the book of Ruth or 1 Thessalonians or some other book has all its the pages still stuck together by the gold edge gilding when you try to open them.   It's just proof you've never opened it much less read it.   This won't do any spiritual good but it may help keep you physically fit.   Hint: Get a Giant Print Study Bible - they're the biggest carrying Bibles around unless you get hold of 'pulpit display' bible.

Bottom line:

If you nailed me down as to what my favorite translation is, I would have to say the KJV (did you guess right ???).   Just because its my favorite however doesn't make it the best one for anyone else (although, when all the lame excuses for not using the KJV are set aside there really aren't too many valid reasons left for not using it.)

The constants in all of this are the following rules:

1) The best version for you to use is the one you will read and heed.

If you don't plan on following what God says don't expect God to show you anything new no matter what translation or paraphrase you use.   In fact, if you don't plan on doing and becoming what God shows you in His word, if you're not living in the light you already have, even what you think you already know will become confusing to you.

2) You cannot understand ANY of the many versions that are out there without the presence and teaching of the Holy Spirit (who must be with you and in you) as you dive into God's Word; His truth.  Without His presence it doesn't matter what version (complex or simple, old or new) or what language (English, Greek or Hebrew) you use nor will it matter how many different versions you use, you just won't get it.    God's Word is spiritually discerned and just foolishness under any other circumstance... 

