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A View of Church Ages
Letter Church Age

Dates (A.D.)

Ephesus

Apostolic Age

< 100

Smyrna

Age of Persecution

100 – 313

long. 27° 25’ E., lat. 38° 28’ N.

Pergamos

Imperial Church

313 – 590

long. 27° 0’ E., lat. 39° 13’ N.

Thyatira

Age of Papacy

590 – Tribulation

long. 27° 49’ E., lat. 38° 16’ N.

Sardis

Reformation

1517 - Tribulation

long. 28° 5’ E., lat. 37° 51’ N.

Philadelphia Missionary Church

1730 – Rapture

long. 28° 15’ E., lat. 38° 28’ N.

Laodicea

Apostate Church
Acts 17:11

1900 – Tribulation
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14 Centuries in the Dark
The "Church fathers," with only one or two exceptions, like Origen, devoted their
time to wrangling over doctrines and the ordinances; while prophecy was ignored.
2 Peter 1:19 —
"We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place“
The “Dark Ages“ for sure — dark because the light of prophecy did not illumine
them. And, please note, it has not been much better since the Reformers came
on the scene:
• They had their hands full rediscovering and preaching the Gospel to a
people who were utterly ignorant of it,
• They busily translating the Scriptures into their own mother tongues, and
• Focused on expounding the basics, the fundamentals of the Christian faith.
They were so busy in these necessary good works, they gave little time or
attention to the real study of prophecy itself – after all –
What will happen will happen.
Acts 17:11
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The Light is mis-aimed ??
What the Reformers saw in the prophetic Scripture was the foretold judgment of God upon
the Satanic system.
They equated that with Romanism and the Papacy, out of which they had been delivered.
Understandable: they had been cradled and raised in Romanism
later they saw its blasphemous errors and blamed it for every evil
Their experience shaded their thinking which was colored by their new view of Romanism,
When a Scripture predicted God’s judgment, they viewed it through ‘Rome tinted’ glasses.
•
•
•

"Babylon’’ was the Papacy;
the "Man of Sin" was the Pope;
the "Beast" was Rome, and so on…

Most of us since the Reformers, instead of studying the prophecies of God’s Word for
ourselves, shining the Light of God’s truth on them have done little more than echo what the
Reformers said before us.
God’s people today have shined little more light upon prophecy than had our forefathers of
300 years ago – not because we didn’t have the Light – but because we never aimed it at
Prophecy to illuminate it with God’s Light – to see what God’s Word itself says.
Instead we either ignored it, debated while still in the dark, explained it away or we simply
followed the ‘traditional’ view…
Acts 17:11
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The 7 churches
1st Century

Pergamum
Thyatira
Smyrna

Sardis
Philadelphia

Ephesus
John
writes
from
Patmos

Laodicea
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For Reference Read Ahead
1) Ephesus

Acts 18-20; Ephesians 3; 5
1 John written to Ephesus

2) Smyrna

Acts 15

3) Pergamos

Num 22-24; Balaam, Num 33;
Acts15; 1 Cor 6

4) Thyatira

1 Kgs 16; 21; Jezebel and Naboth’s
vineyard; 2 Kgs 9:36

5) Sardis

Galatians; Romans

6) Philadelphia

Thessalonians

7) Laodicea

Colossians

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:1-6
[1] And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith
he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy
works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
[2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready
to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.
[3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee
as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
[4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.
[5] He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and
I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his
name before my Father, and before his angels.
[6] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Background History: Sardis
• Wealthy and corrupt city was the capital of the Lydian Empire
(1200 B.C.) and later it was capital of the Roman province of Lydia.
It was the residence of the royal dynasty of the Mermnades.
Home of king Croesus and of Aesop (Aaesop's fables)
• Reputedly one of the oldest cities of Asia dating to ~2,000 B.C.
Aeschylus, Thucydides, and other Greek writers mention it as a city
of renown.
In Ancient times it was well fortified and easily defended.
• From the fall of the ancient Lydian empire, it passed
to the Persians,
the Greeks, and
the Romans
• At its zenith, Croesus, its king, (and also its river, Pactolus)
became proverbial for riches.
• By ~600 B.C. it was one of the greatest cities in the world.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Ruins: Sardian Coin Mint
Gold and silver “Lydian Staters” were the first coins
in the world in about the 6th century B.C.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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The Royal Road

Geographic Position

Strategically located between
Pergamos, Smyrna, Ephesus,
Philadelphia and Phrygia, Sardis
location drew commerce and it became
a very wealthy city.

Pactolus River (Pactolis)
Situated on the east bank of the
Pactolus River it was about 50 miles
east of Smyrna and about 30 miles
southeast of Thyatira

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Ruin: Sardian Battlement

Military
Position
Sardis was situated so 3 sides
were on a rocky spur 1000 feet
above the broad valley of the
Hermus at the foot of Mt Tmolus
It appeared to be impregnable
The sheer precipitous cliff was clay, which suffered continual
erosion and the untrustworthy mud left occasional cracks which
could be exploited.
This false confidence was reflected in the character of the inhabitants:
•
•
•
•

false confidence,
appearance without reality,
promise without performance,
outward appearance of strength betrayed by want of watchfulness
and diligence.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Cyrus takes the Lydian Empire
When besieged by the Persians in 549 B.C., Croesus, the king of
Lydia, left the steep cliffs on 3 sides of the city unguarded
After a 14-day siege, Cyrus offered a reward to any man who could
find a way of scaling the apparently unscalable cliffs.
Hyeroeades, one of Cyrus’
soldiers, watched as a Lydian
soldier accidentally dropped
his helmet over the city
battlements and noted his path
down the cliff to retrieve it.
In the darkness of the following
night, Hyeroeades and a
Persian party climbed the cliff
by the same path and
clambered over the unguarded
battlements to take the city.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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“History teaches that man learns
nothing from history.” Hegel
In 214 B.C. the formidable cliffs again proved
susceptible to a hazardous climb.
Lagoras repeated the exploit of Hyeroeades
and the city was similarly taken by Antiochus.
The Sardians were not watchful due to their
assuming that they were safe given their
circumstances and their location…
Eccl 1:11 There is no memory of the former; neither shall
there be any memory of the latter that are to come, among
those that shall come after.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Architecture / Religion
• Its patron deity was the goddess Cybele, (known as Diana in Ephesus)
whose son, Midas, was the wealthy but effeminate king of Phrygia.
He is fabled as the one whose touch turned everything to gold.
• The most impressive
building was the
Temple of Artemis.
The 4th century B. C.
temple was 327 feet
long and 163 feet wide
and had 78 Ionic
columns, each 58 feet
high.
Some of these columns
remain standing until
this day.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Sardis Temple Artemis 2000

Acts 17:11
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Sardis Temple of Artemis

Acts 17:11
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Sardis Temple of Artemis

Sardis Temple of Artemis

Acts 17:11
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New Testament History
By the New Testament time, most of its earlier dignity and
splendor had disappeared.
17 A.D: A severe earthquake caused major damage.
During its days as a Roman city, Sardis became an
important Christian center.
However, the church at Sardis was evidently affected by
the complacency of the city and its reliance on past
glory:
Its thriving, healthy appearance masked an inner decay.
Sardis = “Red ones” [?] A word of uncertain derivation.
thought to mean “Remnant” by some
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Later History
Today the little town of Sart has only fragments of its proud history.
The ruins of Sardis and it’s church remain today.

Ruin: Church of Sardis
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Ephesus > Smyrna > Pergamos > Thyatira > Sardis
Ephesus:

- the believers lost their first love,
- became occupied with other things, and
- developed a class which was a sort of clergy,
entrusted the preaching of the Gospel to them
lowered doctrine to suit the coldness of their hearers

Smyrna:

- doctrine of true grace diluted with legalism
until the synagogue of Satan was in the midst of the
church.

Pergamos:

- married to the world,
- exalted clericalism to a doctrine
- low levels of conduct became common.

Thyatira:

- last step to apostasy is taken.
“Jezebel” is exalted in the church and from her throne
ministers unto Satan.

Sardis:

- dead religion: doing instead of living / activity; no action
complacency and form without “life”
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:1 - Title
[1] And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things
saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars;….
“Seven Spirits of God”: The Old Testament idiom of the Holy Spirit. Isa 11:2
“Seven Stars” (messengers) - watching and guarding the churches.
Cf: Rev 1:4, 16, 20
Most denominations today are very uncomfortable with the Holy
Spirit— it’s one cause of division within the church.
WHAT ARE WE ALLOWING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO DO AMONG US?
John 14:26 / 15:26 / 16:7-11
WHAT IS OUR ‘MESSENGER’ FROM GOD DOING AND SAYING TO US?
ARE WE LISTENING AND HEARING?
"Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty" (II Cor. 3:17).
And yet this liberty is within "the unity of the Spirit" (Eph. 4:3).
Amazing: that after the church organization reaches a place which the Lord
characterizes as "the depths of Satan" (Rev. 2:24), He still speaks to them
as the One who holds the churches and directs them by His Holy Spirit.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:1 - Criticism
[1] … I know thy works, that thou hast a name
that thou livest, and art dead.
“Name”: This word appears several times in this letter.
GK 3686: = onoma: name / reputation / character
literally: labeling, being covered by a name = denominationalism?
“...art dead!”: One of two letters without commendation (with Laodicea).
“Not everyone...I never knew you”

(Matt 7:21-23 Matt 25:1-13).

Their earlier enthusiasm—and blessings—passed away and was
replaced with cold formalism.
“Works”: Their works are inadequate. Nothing good is said.
Sardis had a good reputation among the Christian community but in fact,
whatever it had once been it was now a dead empty shell of a church - all
the fire and power gone.
Lot’s of emotion and activity but a dead body none the less
Dead Organism = Empty Organization.
They were doing right things for a reason that God rejected Matt 23:27-28
Acts 17:11
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1 Thes 5:21

A form of Godliness
2 Tim 3:1

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good,
4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God;
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such
turn away.
6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,
7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the
truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all
[men], as theirs also was.
Jannes and Jambres: Traditional names of the magicians who
withstood Moses (Targum of Jonathan Exo_7:11).
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

1 Tim 4
2 Cor 11:13

2 Tim 4
2 Peter 2
24

12

1 Tim 3:16 - 4:5 Paul: To a Church planter
3:16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was
revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed
among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.
4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the
faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,
2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a
branding iron,
3 men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has
created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.
4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with gratitude;
5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.
6 In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ
Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine
which you have been following.
7 But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other
hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;
8 for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things,
since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.
9 It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance.
10 For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the
living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.
11 Prescribe and teach these things.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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2 Tim 3 - 4:5 Paul: To a Church planter
3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good,
4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,
7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth:
men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as
theirs also was.
10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, charity, patience,
11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at
Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered
me.
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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1 Tim 3 - 4:5 Paul: To a Church planter
13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived.
14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them];
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
16 All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.
4:1 I charge [thee] therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears;
4 And they shall turn away [their] ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables.
5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy ministry.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:1 - Criticism
[1] … I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
They were actively committed to the work of the church.
They had religion but not relation…They were dead in God’s view.
Even great good done for the wrong reason, with a wrong motive is
worthless before God while anything, no matter how small done for the
right reason and motive is great before God.
Mat 10:42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little
ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say
unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. cf: Mark 9:41
Still it was a church - a church that Jesus recognized and cared for.
The church “organization” was dead
The church “organism” was near death and still dying.
The true believers in it were discouraged and about to give up.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:1 - Criticism
[1] … I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

It's easy to get discouraged and forget that wherever God has placed us - He has placed us there for his own reasons.
Remember: God put John on Patmos for a reason…
God may lead us to leave one place for another or relocate us for another
assignment of His own choosing - but it is not His will for us to just quit or
leave due to discouragement or frustration.
We as His ambassadors are to move from glory to glory, thru victory
to victory, by faith to faith
Romans 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith
to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.
2 Cor 3:18
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord.
1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 3:1 - Criticism
[1] … I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
Go into most ‘evangelical’ Protestant churches.
See how deep you have to go before you find salvation – someone with
visible, active, personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ that
dictates everything else in their life.
There are believers, but dead, formal orthodoxy – activity without action - too
frequently characterizes the atmosphere of the congregation.
??? How many could lead a seeker to the Lord at the prayer alter ???
??? How many can explain the Gospel ???
GOD DOES NOT WANT US TO BE SYMPATHIZERS.
HE IS LOOKING FOR COMPASSIONATE DISCIPLERS !!!

SALT / LIGHT !!!

The works of these believers in Sardis were said to be incomplete.
The first work required of any individual is to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
as personal Saviour.
The first work required of any believer, is to live in yielded obedience to the
Holy Spirit including maintaining good works – good in God’s eyes not to keep our salvation, but because we have been saved.
You are not called to witness. You are called to BE a witness. Live it.
Eph 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:2 - Criticism
[2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are
ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.
The REMNANT of Sardis were told to:
“Be[come] watchful”:
Be vigilant. [10 virgins of Mt 25?]
To wake up and stay awake
Watchfulness: Rom 13:11; 1 Cor 16:13.
• The wiles of the devil (1 Pet 5:8)
• Temptation (Mt 26:41)
• His Coming (Mt 24:42, 43; Mk 13:37; 1 Thess 5:6)
• False Teachers (Acts 20:29-31). Ephesus did.
“...things which remain” = Grace.

Eph 5:14

The great truths of the Reformation are being lost: the justification by faith
alone, the inerrant Word of God, the depravity of man, etc.
“...works not complete”: Christ is looking for something from us.
Our love, our loyalty, our service.
Without Him, we can’t. Without us, He won’t.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:2 - Criticism
[2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are
ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.
Quickest way to renew RIGHT effort is to recognize that time is short,
there is much to do. The Lord is returning
so we better get on with his work quickly and correctly.
Matt 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come

The one who becomes vigilant should strengthen the remnant
Ezek 34:2-4
"Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should not the
shepherds feed the flocks? ... The diseased have ye not strengthened,
neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that
which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven
away, neither have ye sought that which was lost" .

When a vigilant believer sets out to strengthen the feeble remnant,
he will find blessing upon his work as well as the persecutions
2 Tim 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 3:?? - Commendation

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

33

Rev 3:3 - Exhortation
[3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent….
“Remember … how you have received and heard”
The reference is to the manner of receiving and hearing.
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. 10:17).
• In the days of the apostles, the full counsel of God had been declared.
Nothing profitable had been kept back from this (Acts 20:20, 27).
• This full revelation had been obscured during the Dark Ages,
• The Reformation had brought the whole message of God into the
language of the common people.
• They were to observe the things which they had received and heard.
• They were to repent. They were to become vigilant.
“Repent”:

Aorist imperative; a definite action, a decisive moment.

“Hold fast”:

keep: Present imperative; continuous action.

Beware a spasmodic Christianity.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:3 - Challenge
[3] ….If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief,
and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

“...thou shalt not know...”:
Sardis (historically as well as spiritually) didn’t know when the enemy was
coming.

But what of those who do watch?
“Looking for that blessed hope”: Titus 2:13.
Sardis was not like the “Children of the Day” of 1 Thes 5.
He who walks hand-in-hand with Christ cannot be taken unawares by the
Coming of Christ
(cf., Enoch, Gen 5:22, 24)
And he will look for it - not fearfully but eagerly as a hope, a comfort, a joy…
2 Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
Rom 8:23; 1Co 2:9; 2Co 5:2; 1Th 1:10; Tit 2:13; Heb 9:28; Rev 1:7; Rev 22:20
Acts 17:11
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2 Peter 3:3-18 Peter: to the church
3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking
after their own lusts,
4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as [they were] from the beginning of the creation.
5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the
water:
6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept
in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.
8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day [is] with the
Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be
burned up.
Acts 17:11
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2 Peter 3:3-18 Peter: to the church
11 [Seeing] then [that] all these things shall be dissolved, what manner [of
persons] ought ye to be in [all] holy conversation and godliness,
12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat?
13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that
ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.
15 And account [that] the longsuffering of our Lord [is] salvation; even as
our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath
written unto you;
16 As also in all [his] epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which
are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and
unstable wrest, as [they do] also the other scriptures, unto their own
destruction.
17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know [these things] before, beware lest
ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own
stedfastness.
18 But grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him [be] glory both now and for ever. Amen.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 3:4 - Promise
[4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.
“few names” ... It is always a remnant (cf. Noah). “Little flock” (Lk 12:32)
Jesus says there were those who had not defiled themselves - who had not
abandoned their hope in Christ and who were still living to serve and honor him.
Sardis and those like them are quickly judged and condemned and abandoned by
the 'true' 'alive' and active church - even in our day.
Later before the throne in Heaven we will all sing that Christ alone is worthy

REV 4:11

REV 5:9

REV 5:12

Without Christ's work in us on our behalf none of us can be worthy enough.
We can't earn it. It's not that I'm so good, it's because He's so good.
Be cautious in your judgment of other Christians and their activities so you do not abandon them
before the Lord does.

The righteous do the works of righteousness,
We do not defile our garments (dirty our reputation or character)
Because we love the Lord - Because we are His.
Not in order to become His - Nor for the approval of men or organizations
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:4 - Promise
[4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.
There were a few believers who not only in the sight of God who looks upon the
heart and sees true faith, but in the sight of men had “garments” that were
undefiled.
To them a promise is given and is repeated in the next verse
In Scripture, “white garments” are a symbol of “righteousness”
Man's false righteousness is as filthy rags in God's sight Isa. 64:6
But the believer is to "put on" the Lord Jesus Christ Rom. 13:14
• for Christ is made unto us righteousness I Cor. 1:30
• We read God clothes Himself with light as with a garment Ps 104:2
• Christ at the transfiguration with raiment white as light Mark 9:3
• Before the fall, man was undoubtedly clothed in light; garments of glory and
beauty.
• It is said of the saints on many occasions that they shall be clothed in white,
that they have made their robes white in the blood of the Lamb Rev. 6:11;
7:9, 14; 19:8 Their worthiness is the worthiness of Christ.
The true believer has counted all of self dung that he might possess Christ and be
found of Him not having his own righteousness which is of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Christ Phil. 3:9
Acts 17:11
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1 Thes 5:21

Rev 3:4 - Promise
[5] He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will
confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
Sardis had a name, a reputation that it was Christian, but all of it was not…
Sardis had a church membership roll; it is not this roll that Jesus refers to.
There should have been as many real believers as there were names on the
roll of the church, but only a few of the membership list could be counted
among those who had passed from death into life and were vigilant
Mat 10:32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I
confess also before my Father which is in heaven.
Luk 12:8 Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him
shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:
Phil 4:3
If the Lord will not blot out the name of the overcomer from the
book, doesn’t that mean that other names also in the book of life Rev 3:5
Rev 13:8
can be blotted out of the book of life?

Let careful Spirit led study of God’s Word be your guide.
Use the whole counsel of God to determine your belief and
understanding
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

Rev 17:8
Rev 20:12
Rev 20:15
Rev 21:27
Rev 22:19
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Rev 3:4 - Promise
[5] He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will
confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
Sardis had a name, a reputation that it was Christian, but all of it was not…
Sardis had a church membership roll; it is not this roll that Jesus refers to.
There should have been as many real believers as there were names on the
roll of the church, but only a few of the membership list could be counted
among those who had passed from death into life and were vigilant
Mat 10:32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I
confess also before my Father which is in heaven.
Luk 12:8 Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him
shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:
Phil 4:3
If the Lord will not blot out the name of the overcomer from the
book, doesn’t that mean that other names also in the book of life Rev 3:5
Rev 13:8
can be blotted out of the book of life?

Let careful Spirit led study of God’s Word be your guide.
Use the whole counsel of God to determine your belief and
understanding
Acts 17:11

Rev 17:8
Rev 20:12
Rev 20:15
Rev 21:27
Rev 22:19

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:6 - Close
[6] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.
Sardis was untroubled by any heresy.
(Orthodoxy can be an excuse for laziness.)
Sardis was untroubled by any attack from the outside.
They had a great reputation both within the church and in the world
community
2 Tim 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:
from such turn away.
A truly vital church will always be under attack.
If the world finds no fault in it is a dead church.
Each of the Seven Churches had a misperception of themselves
LET THOSE IN THE CHURCHES WHO HAVE AN HEAR TO HEAR, HEAR.

JOHN 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word,
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 3:1-6 Free Translation: Sardis
1 And to the messenger of the Church in Sardis write: These things
saith He who hath the seven spirits of God, and the seven stars; I
know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and thou art
dead. 2 Become vigilant, and strengthen the things remaining that
were ready to die: for I have not found thy works completed in
God's sight.
3 Remember, therefore, how thou hast received and heard, and
observe and repent. If, therefore, thou wilt not watch, I will come as
a thief and thou shalt not know what hour I shall come upon thee. 4
But thou hast a few names in Sardis which defiled not their
garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.
5 The one who overcomes, he shall be clothed in white garments,
and I will in no wise blot out his name out of the scroll of life, and I
will confess his name before My Father and before His messenger.
6 Let him who has an ear, hear what the Spirit is saying unto the
churches.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Old Testament references in Rev 2-3

Chapter 3
3:1
3:4
3:5

Acts 17:11

Isa 4:1
Ecc 9:8
Ex 32:32-33

1 Thes 5:21
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Sardis Gymnasium

Sardis Gymnasium

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Sardis Gymnasium Entrance

Sardis Palaestra & Gymnasium

Acts 17:11
Sardis: Gymnasium Pool

1 Thes 5:21
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Sardis Latrine

Sardis Latrine

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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1 Thes 5:21
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Sardis Synagogue

Acts 17:11

24

Sardis Synagogue Table and Lions

Acts 17:11
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1 Thes 5:21

Sardis
Synagogue

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Sardis: in the
Synagogue

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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