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[1]  And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed 
with seven seals.
[2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the 
seals thereof?
[3] And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look 
thereon.
[4] And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.
[5] And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, 
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.
[6] And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood 
a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth.
[7] And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.
[8] And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.
[9] And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation;
[10] And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
[11] And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: 
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;
[12] Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.
[13] And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
[14] And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth
for ever and ever.

Rev 5:1-14
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The Book of Ruth

The Book of the World’s Destiny 
Amo 3:7  Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto 

his servants the prophets. 

Review the Book of Ruth:

• Boaz - the Goel, the Kinsman-Redeemer; 

• Law of Levirate Marriage: (Ruth, the Gentile bride); Lev 25:23-25

• Law of Redemption: land for Naomi (Israel);

Jer 32:6-27:  Purchase of land for later redemption (even though 
Jeremiah knew the Babylonian invaders would usurp the land for 70 
years (Jer 25:11).

• Redemption sealed:  Cf. Dan 12:4-9; Rev 10:8-11; Ezek 2:10; Zech 
5:1-4; Isa 29:11f.

• Avenger of Blood: - Deut 19; Josh 20
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Rom 15:4, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or 
of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to 
come….Col 2:16-17

Prophecy is pattern, not just prediction. 

The NT is in OT concealed; the OT is in NT revealed.

I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used
similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets. Hosea 12:10

Figures of Speech

• Simile: Resemblance (Gen 25:25; Mt 7:24-27);

• Allegory: Comparison by representation (Gen 49:9; Gal 4:22, 24);

• Metaphor: Representation (Mt 26:26);

• Hypocatastasis: an implied resemblance or representation (Mt 7:3-5; Mt 15:13);

• Type: A figure or example; a Model of something future (Rom 5:14; Gen 22, 24);

• Analogy:  resemblance in some particulars between things otherwise unlike.
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Facts are not agreed on.    We only know for certain that:
it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land.;

This was ~1400 BC to ~1050 BC;  A.M. 2686 or about 100 years after the conquest of Canaan
The worst time in Israel’s history as far as faithfulness / obedience to God is concerned.

The Judges: 1. Othniel (Judges 3:7-11)
2. Ehud (Judges 3:12-30) 
3. Shamgar (Judges 3:31, 5:6)  << Usher & most chronologers put Ruth here <<
4. Deborah / Barak (Judges 4-5)
5. Gideon (Judges 6-8)
6. Abimelech (Judges 9)
7. Minor Judges: Tola and Jair (Judges 10:1-5)
8. Jephthah (Judges 10:6-12:7)
9. Minor Judges: Ibzan, Elon, Abdon (Judges 12:8-15)
10. Samson (Judges 13-16)

Written as an appendix to the book of Judges and an Introduction to the books of Samuel ???
• gives the genealogy of David – the 10 generation transition from the Judges to a King
• documents the lineage by which Jesus came.

Authorship is as uncertain as the time.    Probably the same author as the books of Samuel 
Hezekiah, Ezra, Samuel, Isaiah. or ????

The Book of Ruth:  Who wrote it ?? – When ?? – Why ??
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• The Book of Judges is the book of “no king.”
The world today is living in the Book of Judges because there is no king in 
Israel. 

• The Book of Ruth is the book of “the Redeemer”
When presented with their rightful King, they exclaimed, “We have no king 
but Caesar (John 19:15).”

• I Samuel is the book of “man’s king” (Saul). 
Next is coming “the world’s king”: the Antichrist. 

• II Samuel is the book of “God’s king” (David).]
Then God’s King will appear, defeat His enemies, and establish His kingdom.

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes.  Judges 21:25
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• There is no king in Israel.

• People are doing what is right in their own eyes.

• God’s people can’t seem to work together.

• People are in bondage to their various enemies.

Who’s In Charge Here ?!?

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.  Judges 21:25

Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there 
was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehemjudah went 
to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two
sons…. Ruth 1:1 
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Judges 2:6-9

[6] And when Joshua had let the 
people go, the children of Israel went 
every man unto his inheritance to 
possess the land. 

[7] And the people served the Lord all 
the days of Joshua, and all the days of 
the elders that outlived Joshua, who 
had seen all the great works of the 
Lord, that he did for Israel. 

[8] And Joshua the son of Nun, the 
servant of the Lord, died, being an 
hundred and ten years old. 

[9] And they buried him in the border 
of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in 
the mount of Ephraim, on the north 
side of the hill Gaash.

Where is God’s man ???
Joshua 24:29-31 

[29] And it came to pass after these 
things, that Joshua the son of Nun, 
the servant of the Lord, died, being an 
hundred and ten years old. 

[30] And they buried him in the border 
of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, 
which is in mount Ephraim, on the 
north side of the hill of Gaash. 

[31] And Israel served the Lord all the 
days of Joshua, and all the days of 
the elders that overlived Joshua, and 
which had known all the works of the 
Lord, that he had done for Israel. 
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“Family Feud Leaves 69 Brothers Dead!”

“Powerful Government Leader Caught in ‘Love Nest’”

“Gang Rape Leads to Victim’s Death and Dismemberment”

“Girls At Party Kidnapped and Forced to Marry Strangers”

“Woman Judge Says Travelers No Longer Safe on Highways”

“Judge caught in crop scandal, linked to 70+ killings”

“Religious leader’s sons found guilty of corruption / extortion”

“Terrorists strike food supply”

Headlines…
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Outline: The Book of Ruth
Ruth 1
• Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, flee from a 

famine in the land of Israel, and go to sojourn in Moab,  1-2.
• Here his two sons marry; and, in the space of ten years, both their father and 

they die,  3-6.
• Naomi sets out on her return to her own country, accompanied by her 

daughters-in-law Orpah and Ruth; whom she endeavours to persuade to 
return to their own people,  7-13.

• Orpah returns, but Ruth accompanies her mother-in-law,  14-18.
• They arrive at Bethlehem in the time of the barley harvest,  19-22.
Ruth 2
• Ruth goes to glean in the field of Boaz,  1-3.
• Boaz finds her, and inquires who she is,  4-7.
• He speaks kindly to her, gives her permission to follow his reapers, and orders 

them to use her well,  8-16.
• She returns in the evening to Naomi, and tells her of her fare; from whom she 

receives encouragement and advice,  17-23.
(from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)
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Outline: The Book of Ruth
Ruth 3
• Naomi's advice to Ruth, how to procure herself a marriage with Boaz,  1-5.
• She acts according to her mother-in-law's direction, and is kindly received by Boaz, 

who promises to marry her, should her nearer kinsman refuse,  6-13.
• He gives her six measures of barley, and sends her away privately to her 

mother-in-law, who augurs favourably of the issue of the plan she had laid,  14-18.
Ruth 4 
• Boaz gathers a council of the elders at the city gates, states the case, and proposes 

to the nearest kinsman to redeem the inheritance of Elimelech, and take Ruth to 
wife,  1-5.

• The kinsman refuses, and relinquishes his right to Boaz,  6.
• The manner of redemption in such cases,  7-8.
• Boaz redeems the inheritance in the presence of the elders, and of the people, who 

witness the contract, and pray for God's blessing upon the marriage,  9-12.
• Boaz takes Ruth for wife, and she bears a son,  13.
• The people's observations on the birth of the child,  14-15.
• It is given to Naomi to nurse,  16.
• The neighbouring women name the child, and the book concludes with the 

genealogy of David,  17-22.
(from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)
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Ruth 1:1-6  NASV
Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, flee from a famine in the land of Israel, and go 

to sojourn in Moab,  1-2.
Here his two sons marry; and, in the space of ten years, both their father and they die,  3-6.

1:1 Now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that there 
was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went 
to sojourn in the land of Moab with his wife and his two sons. 2 And the 
name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife, Naomi; and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of 
Bethlehem in Judah. Now they entered the land of Moab and remained 
there. 

3 Then Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died; and she was left with her two 
sons.  4 And they took for themselves Moabite women as wives; the name 
of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. And they lived 
there about ten years. 

5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died; and the woman was bereft of 
her two children and her husband. 

6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the 
land of Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the LORD had 
visited His people in giving them food.
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Ruth 1:6-13 NASV
Naomi sets out on her return to her own country, accompanied by her daughters-in-law Orpah and Ruth; whom 

she endeavours to persuade to return to their own people,  7-13.

7 So she departed from the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-
law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 

8 And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go, return each of you to her 
mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly with you as you have dealt with 
the dead and with me. 9 May the LORD grant that you may find rest, each in 
the house of her husband." Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their 
voices and wept. 

10 And they said to her, "No, but we will surely return with you to your 
people." 

11 But Naomi said, "Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? 
Have I yet sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? 12 "Return, 
my daughters! Go, for I am too old to have a husband. If I said I have hope, if 
I should even have a husband tonight and also bear sons, 13 would you 
therefore wait until they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from 
marrying? No, my daughters; for it is harder for me than for you, for the hand 
of the LORD has gone forth against me. "
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Ruth 1:14-22  NASV
Orpah returns, but Ruth accompanies her mother-in-law,  14-18.

They arrive at Bethlehem in the time of the barley harvest,  19-22.

14 And they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.15 Then she said, "Behold, your sister-
in-law has gone back to her people and her gods; return after your sister-in-
law." 16 But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from
following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. 
Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. 17 Where you die, 
I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus may the LORD do to me, and 
worse, if anything but death parts you and me." 18 When she saw that she 
was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 

19 So they both went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came about 
when they had come to Bethlehem, that all the city was stirred because of 
them, and the women said, "Is this Naomi?" 20 And she said to them, "Do 
not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly 
with me. 21 I went out full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why 
do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has witnessed against me and the 
Almighty has afflicted me?"  22 So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the
Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, who returned from the land of Moab. And 
they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest. 
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Ruth 2:1-7 NASV
Ruth goes to glean in the field of Boaz,  1-3.
Boaz finds her, and inquires who she is,  4-7.

2:1 Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great wealth, of 
the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess
said to Naomi, "Please let me go to the field and glean among the ears of 
grain after one in whose sight I may find favor." And she said to her, "Go, 
my daughter." 3 So she departed and went and gleaned in the field after 
the reapers; and she happened to come to the portion of the field 
belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 

Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, "May 
the LORD be with you." And they said to him, "May the LORD bless you." 
5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, 
"Whose young woman is this?" 6 And the servant in charge of the reapers 
answered and said, "She is the young Moabite woman who returned with 
Naomi from the land of Moab. 7 And she said, 'Please let me glean and 
gather after the reapers among the sheaves.' Thus she came and has 
remained from the morning until now; she has been sitting in the house for 
a little while." 
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Ruth 2:8-13 NASV 
He speaks kindly to her, gives her permission to follow his reapers, and orders them to use her well,  8-16.

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, "Listen carefully, my daughter. Do not go to 
glean in another field; furthermore, do not go on from this one, but stay 
here with my maids. 9 Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and 
go after them. Indeed, I have commanded the servants not to touch you. 
When you are thirsty, go to the water jars and drink from what the servants 
draw." 

10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, "Why 
have I found favor in your sight that you should take notice of me, since I 
am a foreigner?" 

11 And Boaz answered and said to her, "All that you have done for your 
mother-in-law after the death of your husband has been fully reported to 
me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your 
birth, and came to a people that you did not previously know. 12 May the 
LORD reward your work, and your wages be full from the LORD, the God 
of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge."
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Ruth 2:13-16 NASV
He speaks kindly to her, gives her permission to follow his reapers, and orders them to use her well,  8-16.

13 Then she said, "I have found favor in your sight, my lord, for you have 
comforted me and indeed have spoken kindly to your maidservant, though 
I am not like one of your maidservants.“

14 And at mealtime Boaz said to her, "Come here, that you may eat of the 
bread and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar." So she sat beside the 
reapers; and he served her roasted grain, and she ate and was satisfied 
and had some left. 

15 When she rose to glean, Boaz commanded his servants, saying, "Let 
her glean even among the sheaves, and do not insult her. 

16 And also you shall purposely pull out for her some grain from the 
bundles and leave it that she may glean, and do not rebuke her."
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Ruth 2:17-20 NASV 
She returns in the evening to Naomi, and tells her of her fare; from whom she receives encouragement and 

advice,  17-23.

17 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had 
gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley. 18 And she took it up and 
went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. She 
also took it out and gave Naomi what she had left after she was satisfied. 

19 Her mother-in-law then said to her, "Where did you glean today and 
where did you work? May he who took notice of you be blessed." So she told 
her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, "The name of the 
man with whom I worked today is Boaz." 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-
in-law, "May he be blessed of the LORD who has not withdrawn his kindness 
to the living and to the dead." Again Naomi said to her, "The man is our 
relative, he is one of our closest relatives." 

21 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, "Furthermore, he said to me, 'You should 
stay close to my servants until they have finished all my harvest.'" 22 And 
Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, "It is good, my daughter, that you go 
out with his maids, lest others fall upon you in another field." 23 So she 
stayed close by the maids of Boaz in order to glean until the end of the 
barley harvest and the wheat harvest. And she lived with her mother-in-law. 
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Ruth 3:1-5 NASV
Naomi's advice to Ruth, how to procure herself a marriage with Boaz,  1-5.

3:1 Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, shall I not 
seek security for you, that it may be well with you? 

2 "And now is not Boaz our kinsman, with whose maids you were? 
Behold, he winnows barley at the threshing floor tonight. 

3 Wash yourself therefore, and anoint yourself and put on your best 
clothes, and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself 
known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 

4 And it shall be when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where 
he lies, and you shall go and uncover his feet and lie down; then he will 
tell you what you shall do." 

5 And she said to her, "All that you say I will do."
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Ruth 3:6-13 NASV
She acts according to her mother-in-law's direction, and is kindly received by Boaz, who promises to marry her, 

should her nearer kinsman refuse,  6-13.

6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did according to all that her 
mother-in-law had commanded her. 7 When Boaz had eaten and drunk and 
his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; and 
she came secretly, and uncovered his feet and lay down. 

8 And it happened in the middle of the night that the man was startled and 
bent forward; and behold, a woman was lying at his feet. 9 And he said, 
"Who are you?" And she answered, "I am Ruth your maid. So spread your 
covering over your maid, for you are a close relative." 10 Then he said, "May 
you be blessed of the LORD, my daughter. You have shown your last 
kindness to be better than the first by not going after young men, whether 
poor or rich. 

11 And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for 
all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence. 12 And 
now it is true I am a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I. 
13 Remain this night, and when morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; 
let him redeem you. But if he does not wish to redeem you, then I will 
redeem you, as the LORD lives. Lie down until morning." 
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Ruth 3:14-18 NASV
He gives her six measures of barley, and sends her away privately to her mother-in-law, who augurs favourably of 

the issue of the plan she had laid,  14-18.

14 So she lay at his feet until morning and rose before one could recognize 
another; and he said, "Let it not be known that the woman came to the 
threshing floor." 

15 Again he said, "Give me the cloak that is on you and hold it." So she held 
it, and he measured six measures of barley and laid it on her. Then she went 
into the city. 

16 And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, "How did it go, my 
daughter?" And she told her all that the man had done for her. 

17 And she said, "These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said, 
'Do not go to your mother-in-law empty-handed.'" 

18 Then she said, "Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter turns 
out; for the man will not rest until he has settled it today."
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Ruth 4:1-6 NASVB
oaz gathers a council of the elders at the city gates, states the case, and proposes to the nearest kinsman to 

redeem the inheritance of Elimelech, and take Ruth to wife,  1-5.
The kinsman refuses, and relinquishes his right to Boaz,  6.

4:1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, and behold, the close 
relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing by, so he said, "Turn aside, friend, 
sit down here." And he turned aside and sat down. 

2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city and said, "Sit down here." So 
they sat down. 3 Then he said to the closest relative, "Naomi, who has come 
back from the land of Moab, has to sell the piece of land which belonged to 
our brother Elimelech. 4 So I thought to inform you, saying, 'Buy it before 
those who are sitting here, and before the elders of my people. If you will 
redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me that I may know; for there is no one but 
you to redeem it, and I am after you.'" And he said, "I will redeem it." 5 Then 
Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must 
also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise 
up the name of the deceased on his inheritance.“

6 And the closest relative said, "I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I 
jeopardize my own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself; you may have my 
right of redemption, for I cannot redeem it." 
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Ruth 4:7-12 NASV
The manner of redemption in such cases,  7-8.

Boaz redeems the inheritance in the presence of the elders, and of the people, who witness the contract, and pray 
for God's blessing upon the marriage,  9-12.

7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning the redemption 
and the exchange of land to confirm any matter: a man removed his sandal 
and gave it to another; and this was the manner of attestation in Israel. 8 So 
the closest relative said to Boaz, "Buy it for yourself." And he removed his 
sandal. 

9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "You are witnesses today 
that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and 
all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. 10 Moreover, I have acquired Ruth 
the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my wife in order to raise up the 
name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the deceased 
may not be cut off from his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you 
are witnesses today." 11 And all the people who were in the court, and the 
elders, said, "We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is 
coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house of 
Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in 
Bethlehem. 12 Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom 
Tamar bore to Judah, through the offspring which the LORD shall give you by 
this young woman." 
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Ruth 4:13-22 NASV 
Boaz takes Ruth for wife, and she bears a son,  13.

The people's observations on the birth of the child,  14-15.
It is given to Naomi to nurse,  16.

The neighbouring women name the child, and the book concludes with the genealogy of David,  17-22.

13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went in to her. 
And the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 

14 Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed is the LORD who has not left 
you without a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in 
Israel. 15 May he also be to you a restorer of life and a sustainer of your 
old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than 
seven sons, has given birth to him." 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid 
him in her lap, and became his nurse. 17 And the neighbor women gave 
him a name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi!" So they named him
Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

18 Now these are the generations of Perez: to Perez was born Hezron, 19 
and to Hezron was born Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab, 20 and to
Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon, 21 and to 
Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed, 22 and to Obed was born 
Jesse, and to Jesse, David. 
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Old Testament Laws:
• Gleaning
• Redemption
• Levirate Marriage

THE BOOK OF RUTH
“Redemption”

A multiple love story:
Ruth and Naomi        Church and Israel
Ruth and Boaz          Church and Jesus Christ
God’s love for us

Approach to the book:
1. Historical = Primary application
2. Practical = Homiletic applications
3. Prophetic revelations
4. Symbolic nature

Prophetic types
• Kinsman-Redeemer
• Israel-Church
• Work and calling of the Holy Spirit
• Failure of the Law to save

God’s greatest achievement - Creation vs Redemption
1) Space devoted to:

Creation = Genesis - 2 chapters; 
a few Psalms; 
Job - 2 chapters; 
Isaiah - 2 chapters

Redemption = The entire Bible
2) What it cost:

Creation: a few spoken words
Redemption: Himself - His only Son

8th book of our Old Testament; 
4 chapters;  85 verses;  2,575 words; 

1st book of the Bible without an explicit 
prophecy or any direct message from 

God by a prophet to Israel; 
16 questions  30 commands  2 promises

Middle verse is Ruth 2:21.
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Ruth Cleaving: Chapter 1

Love’s Resolve: Chapter 1 
– Ruth cleaving to Naomi

Love’s Response: Chapter 2
– Ruth gleaning

Love’s Request: Chapter 3 
– The Threshing Floor Scene

Love’s Reward: Chapter 4 
– The Redemption of both Land and Bride
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1:1 Now it came to pass in the 
days when the judges ruled, 
that there was a famine in the 
land. And a certain man of 
Bethlehem-judah went to 
sojourn in the country of Moab, 
he, and his wife, and his two 
sons.

2 And the name of the man 
was Elimelech, and the name 
of his wife Naomi, and the 
name of his two sons Mahlon
and Chilion, Ephrathites of
Bethlehemjudah. And they 
came into the country of Moab, 
and continued there.

3 And Elimelech Naomi's 
husband died; and she was 
left, and her two sons.

Ruth 1:1-4  KJV

– Elimelech (God is King)
– Naomi (Pleasant (Land?)
– Mahlon (Unhealthy; sick; to blot out; infirmity)
– Chilion (Puny; perish; destruction; finished; complete)
– Ephrath (Fruitful)   Ephrathites (Fruit of … )
– Orpah (“Fawn”) [The Unfaithful gentile follower; 

Ultimately returns to her homeland; 
is never heard from or mentioned again] 

– Ruth  (“Desirable”)   [The faithful follower: 
Ultimately remains with Naomi;  they dwell together under 

Boaz’ protection;   Ruth in his house as his bride; 
Naomi in and on his lands] 

• In the days the judges ruled…
Israel is without a King.

• Bethlehem-judah = “House of Bread”; ”Praise”
-Bethlehem-judah vs Bethlehem in Zebulon    Josh 19:15 

• Famine in the land drives family to Moab
Caused by the raids of the Philistines, Ammonites, etc., 
carrying off the corn as it ripened, or destroyed it in the field 
???
1 of 13 in the Bible; a Visiting of God’s judgment   see 
Lev 26
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NAOMI = Pleasent (Land) = Israel = the Jews

Driven out of the Promised Land into the land of the Gentiles
only 25% survive Deut 4:27; 28:62, 64-67; Zech 13:8-9
during the exile the land lay waste and famine- ridden

Israel’s widowhood as the “wife of Jehovah”
Isa 54:4-8,10; Hos 1:3-9; 2:1, 2, 5, 14,16; 3:4,5

In order to bring Ruth to Boaz, it was necessary for Naomi to be exiled from her 
land: Isa 6:9-13;  Ro 11:11-12

Remained in exile until the bride was ready to be presented to the bridegroom
Rom 11:25-26; Lev 26:42, 44; Ezek 36:24, 28; 37:25; Acts 15:13-16

Boaz and Naomi never meet in the account of the Book of Ruth John 1:11

Naomi only learns of Boaz thru Ruth
Ruth learns of Boaz’s ways thru Naomi

Naomi complains of being “empty”
A son is born to Naomi.   She is the profound recipient.   Isa 9:6

Types in the Book of Ruth: Naomi
Hosea 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used 

similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.
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MOAB = "from (the mothers) father";   i.e. the incestuous offspring of Lot's older daughter, 
near Zoar, S.E. of the Dead Sea (Gen 19:37). 

• Originally the Moabites dwelt East of the Dead Sea, in a territory 40 miles long, 12 
miles wide. Jehovah gave ‘Ar’ to the children of Lot for dispossessing land of the giant 
Emims (Deut 2:10-11). 
• Israel was forbidden to bother them (Judg 11:9,19) due to the blood ties through Lot, 
Abraham's nephew

During the Exodus, Israel's requested passage through Edom and Moab, and the freedom 
to purchase bread and water.   

The people of Moab refused to allow it.  (Judg 11:17; Num 20:14-21).
In Israel's long march around the two kingdoms, Moab and Ammon finally sold them the 
bread and water they had requested but not until it suited their own selfish ends and when 
saw they could not prevent Israel's march anyway.  (Deut 2:28-29; 23:3-4). 
When Moab seduced Israel to idolatry and impurity (Num 25), and hired Balaam to curse 
them, they were excluded from Jehovah's congregation to the 10h generation (Deu 23:3-4).

The exclusion of a Moabite from the congregation of Israel only forbade their 
naturalization.  It did not prevent a Moabite from dwelling in Israel nor did it forbid an 
Israelite marrying a Moabitess.

Ruth, a Moabitess, married Naomi's son, and became a proselyte. 
Ps 108:9   Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out my shoe; over Philistia will I triumph. 

MOAB
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An important feature of the law of Moses is the restraint that it imposes upon marriage 
within certain degrees of relationship and affinity:  
• Between an Israelite and a Foreigner. 

The only distinct prohibition in the Mosaic law refers to the Canaanites, with 
whom the Israelites were not to marry, on the ground that it would lead them to 
idolatry (Ex 34:15-16; Deut 7:3-4). 
The legal restriction regarding the Ammonites and the Moabites (Deut 23:3) 
totally forbade marriage between the foreign men and Israelite women but it 
permitted a marriage between an Israelite man and a foreign woman with some 
10th generation prohibitions. 
The prohibition against marriages with the Edomites and Egyptians was less 
stringent.   A male of those nations received the right of marriage on his 
admission to full citizenship in the third generation of proselytism (Deut 23:7-8). 

The prohibition was:
• total in regard to Canaanites on either side,
• total on the side of males in regard to the Ammonites and Moabites, and
• temporary on the side of males in regard to the Edomites and Egyptians.

In the case of wives, proselytism was not necessary as it was in for a husband.

Laws of Intermarriage.
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4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab; 
the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the 
other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years.

5 And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and 
the woman was left of her two sons and her husband.

6 Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she 
might return from the country of Moab: for she had 
heard in the country of Moab how that the Lord had 
visited his people in giving them bread.

7 Wherefore she went forth out of the place where 
she was, and her two daughters in law with her; and 
they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah.

8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, 
return each to her mother's house: the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.

9 The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each of 
you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed 
them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept.

Ruth 1:4-9  KJV

• Naomi [Israel], now left alone in a 
foreign land with her two Moabitess
daughters-in-law, determines to 
return to Bethlehem Judah.

She heard the famine had ended

• Naomi releases her daughters-
in-law from following after her...

• Mahlon and Chilion (the children of 
Naomi [Israel]) transgressed the 
decree of the Lord, and took 
‘strange’ [foreign] wives

Whenever the children of Israel 
disregarded God’s commands 
they were dispossessed from the 
land and died
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10 And they said unto her, Surely we will 
return with thee unto thy people.

11 And Naomi said, Turn again, my 
daughters: why will ye go with me? are there 
yet any more sons in my womb, that they 
may be your husbands?

12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way; 
for I am too old to have an husband.

If I should say, I have hope, if I should 
have an husband also to night, and 
should also bear sons;

13 Would ye tarry for them till they were 
grown? would ye stay for them from having 
husbands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth
me much for your sakes that the hand of the 
Lord is gone out against me.

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept 
again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; 
but Ruth clave unto her.

Ruth 1:10-14  KJV
• Naomi and her daughters-in-law argue 

about parting.
• Naomi says she is too old to have 

another husband and to raise sons to 
marry her daughter-in-laws

LEVIRATE MARRIAGE LAW
• They weep again an the prospect of 

parting.
Orpah returns to Moab – to her own 
people an gods never to be heard 
from or mentioned in scripture again…
Ruth insists and stays with Naomi, 
going with her to Judah and 
worshipping Naomi’s God as her own 
– foreign land and people to 
her…never to be forgotten in history…

‘Chemosh’ was the grand idol of the 
Moabites.  Ruth’s proselytizing to 
Judaism probably begins at this 
time.
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Levirate marriage law  Deut. 25:5-10 
Deut 25:5-10

5 If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of 
the dead shall not marry without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go 
in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and perform the duty of an husband's 
brother unto her. 

6 And it shall be, that the firstborn which she beareth shall succeed in the name 
of his brother which is dead, that his name be not put out of Israel. 

7 And if the man like not to take his brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go 
up to the gate unto the elders, and say, My husband's brother refuseth to raise 
up unto his brother a name in Israel, he will not perform the duty of my 
husband's brother. 

8 Then the elders of his city shall call him, and speak unto him: and if he stand 
to it, and say, I like not to take her; 

9 Then shall his brother's wife come unto him in the presence of the elders, and 
loose his shoe from off his foot, and spit in his face, and shall answer and say, 
So shall it be done unto that man that will not build up his brother's house. 

10 And his name shall be called in Israel, The house of him that hath his shoe 
loosed. 

See:  Matt 22:23-32
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15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in 
law is gone back unto her people, and 
unto her gods: return thou after thy sister 
in law.

16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to 
leave thee, or to return from following 
after thee: for whither thou goest, I will 
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: 
thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God:

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and 
there will I be buried: the Lord do so to 
me, and more also, if ought but death 
part thee and me.

18 When she saw that she was
stedfastly minded to go with her, then 
she left speaking unto her.

Ruth 1:15-18  KJV

Ruth’s commitment and devotion is 
often quoted in marriage ceremonies 
yet today :

…whither thou goest, I will go; 
and where thou lodgest, I will 
lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God:

But Note !!!

This was not a bride saying this to 
her husband but a daughter-in-law 
to her mother-in-law….
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19 So they two went until they came to 
Bethlehem.

And it came to pass, when they 
were come to Bethlehem, that all 
the city was moved about them, and 
they said, Is this Naomi?

20 And she said unto them, Call me 
not Naomi, call me Mara: for the 
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with 
me.

21 I went out full, and the Lord hath 
brought me home again empty: why 
then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord 
hath testified against me, and the 
Almighty hath afflicted me?

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the
Moabitess, her daughter in law, with 
her, which returned out of the country 
of Moab: and they came to Bethlehem 
in the beginning of barley harvest.

Ruth 1:19-22  KJV
• Naomi was well known and highly 
respected at Bethlehem; she and Elimelech
must have been highly esteemed in Judah.
• Call me Mara = (“Bitter”)  Ex 15:22-27

22 So Moses brought Israel from the Red 
sea, and they went out into the wilderness 
of Shur; and they went three days in the 
wilderness, and found no water.  23And 
when they came to Marah, they could not 
drink of the waters of Marah, for they were 
bitter: therefore the name of it was called
Marah. 

• Barley Harvest = Passover time
• Harvest = End of the Age

Naomi returns to “the land” at the 
beginning of the time of Harvest

Matt 13:39  The enemy that sowed them is 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; 
and the reapers are the angels.
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• •

Ruth Gleaning: Chapter 2

Love’s Resolve: Chapter 1 
– Ruth cleaving to Naomi

Love’s Response: Chapter 2
– Ruth gleaning

Love’s Request: Chapter 3 
– The Threshing Floor Scene

Love’s Reward: Chapter 4 
– The Redemption of both Land and Bride
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1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her 
husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the 
family of Elimelech; and his name was 
Boaz.

2 And Ruth the Moabitess said unto 
Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and 
glean ears of corn after him in whose sight 
I shall find grace.

And she said unto her, Go, my daughter.

3 And she went, and came, and gleaned in 
the field after the reapers: and her hap was 
to light on a part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech.

4 And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, 
and said unto the reapers, The Lord be 
with you.

And they answered him, The Lord bless 
thee.

Ruth 2:1-4
• Goel: Kinsman-redeemer and

Avenger of blood
– Boaz (In Him is Strength)

a Temple Pillar

• Law of Gleaning
Lev 19:9-10  Deu 24:19-21

– Provision for the Destitute.

• . “Happens” upon the field of Boaz.

“..and her hap…” Heb: Mikrah =  
Fortune; Chance;  happenstance…

Rabbi’s say, “Coincidence is not a 
kosher word”

• Boaz arrives as “Lord of the 
Harvest”; owner of the fields and the 
fruit of the seed in them
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Lev 19:9-10  And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou
shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou 
gather the gleanings of thy harvest. 10 And thou shalt not glean 
thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard; 
thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the Lord 
your God.

Deu 24:19-21  When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, 
and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch 
it: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow: 
that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine
hands. 20 When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not go 
over the boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, for the 
fatherless, and for the widow. 21 When thou gatherest the grapes 
of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward: it shall be for the 
stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.

The Law of Gleaning
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What we know:
• Boaz (the son of Rahab from Jericho) was an Ephraimite (2nd son of Joseph) by his father 
Salmon and was living in Bethlehem - Judah 
• Ruth was a Moabitess, (educated as a pagan  – a stranger to Israel and the God of Israel 

except for what Naomi introduced to her)

Eph 2:11-16 Therefore remember that you, the nations, in time past were in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;  12  and that at 

that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from 
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world. 13  But now in Christ 

Jesus you who were once afar off are made near by the blood of Christ. 14  For He is our peace, 
He making us both one, and He has broken down the middle wall of partition between us, 15  having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity (the Law of commandments contained in ordinances) so that 

in Himself He might make the two into one new man, making peace between them; 16  and so that He 
might reconcile both to God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity in Himself.

Rom 11:25-33 For I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, lest you should be wise 
within yourselves; that blindness in part has happened to Israel, until the fullness of the nations 
has comes in. 26  And so all Israel shall be saved; as it is written, "There shall come out of Zion 
the Deliverer, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob.  27 For this is My covenant with them, 
when I have taken away their sins."  28  Indeed as regards the gospel, they are enemies for your 

sakes. But as regards the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes.  29  For the free gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance.  30  For as you also then disbelieved God, but now have 
been shown mercy through their disbelief, 31  even so these also have not believed now, so 
that through your mercy they may also obtain mercy.  32  For God has shut up all in unbelief, so 
that He might show mercy to all.  33  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 

God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! 

Who was Boaz? and, Who was Ruth?

6/9/2007 Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 42

What is speculated: 
• Ruth was the daughter of Eglon, king of Moab.  (The position of the Chaldee Targum)
• Boaz, son of Salmon and Rahab (from Jericho fame) is the same as Ibzan  Jud 12:8-10
• Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, was the brother of Salmon who married Rahab

which makes Naomi the sister-in-law of Salmon and Rahab; “Aunt Naomi” to Boaz
If so, as the daughter-in-law of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz were 1st cousins by marriage…

Who was Boaz? and, Who was Ruth?

Common Ancestor Next Generation 2nd Generation
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According to the Rabbi's,
the common Ancestor was

Nashon

A Child of Nashon was
Elimelech

who married Naomi

Grandsons of Nashon,
Sons of Elimelech-Naomi were

Mahlon / Chilion
1 of whom married Ruth
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A Child of NASHON was
Salmon

who married Rahab

Salmon-Elimelech
were Brothers by blood.

Rahab-Naomi
became Sisters-in-law by marriage

Salmon-Rahab
were Aunt and Uncle to

Ruth 
their Niece by marriage
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Grandson of Nashon, 
Son of Salmon-Rahab was

 Boaz

Elimielech-Naomi
were Aunt and Uncle to

Boaz
their Nephew by blood 

Boaz - Ruth
Husband and wife

1st Cousins by previous Marriage
and the Father and Mother of Obed

who was the Grandfather of King David
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• Goel = Kinsman-Redeemer: 

- must be a Kinsman; 
- must be able to perform; 
- must be willing; and, 
- must assume all the obligations.

• The Lord of the Harvest 

• He was

• mighty in pedigree 2:1
• mighty in power 2:1
• in him lay total authority 2:5
• rich in grace 2:10
• large in provision 2:14-16
• plentious in redemption 4:19

Types in the Book of Ruth: Boaz
Hosea 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used

similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets. 

6/9/2007 Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 44

A Gentile believer brought in through the exile of Naomi (Israel’s dispersion)

Law legally forbade intermarriage Deut 7:2-3

especially a Moabite Deut 23:3

Law shut her out / Grace took her in Rom 8:3-4

NOTICE:   Ruth does NOT replace Naomi

But until Ruth is ready to become the bride of Boaz, Naomi remains in exile

Ruth 2:10 Grace   (See Nearer Kinsman...The Law)

Ruth 3:3 Wash, anointment, raiment

No matter how much Boaz loved Ruth he had to wait for her to approach him in 
order for him to fulfill his role as her redeemer.

In Judaism, the Book of Ruth is traditionally associated with and read at Feast of 
Pentecost – the beginning of the Church

Types in the Book of Ruth: Ruth
Hosea 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used

similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.
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Mystery of the Church – a Mystery Hidden in past times
Eph. 3:5-6 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed 
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and 
of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: 

Rom 11:25-26 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in. 26And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come 
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

Matt 13:11; 13-15  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given….13 Therefore speak I to them in 
parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 
14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall 
not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15 For this people's heart is 
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

John 12:36-41 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These 
things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.   37 But though he had done 
so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 38 That the saying of Esaias the 
prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath 
the arm of the Lord been revealed? 39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias
said again, 40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with 
their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 41 These 
things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 

Types in the Book of Ruth: The Church
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5 Then said Boaz unto his servant that was 
set over the reapers, Whose damsel is this?

6 And the servant that was set over the 
reapers answered and said, It is the 
Moabitish damsel that came back with 
Naomi out of the country of Moab:

7 And she said, I pray you, let me glean and 
gather after the reapers among the 
sheaves: so she came, and hath continued 
even from the morning until now, that she 
tarried a little in the house.

8 Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou 
not, my daughter? Go not to glean in 
another field, neither go from hence, but 
abide here fast by my maidens:

9 Let thine eyes be on the field that they do 
reap, and go thou after them: have I not 
charged the young men that they shall not 
touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go 
unto the vessels, and drink of that which the 
young men have drawn.

Ruth 2:5-9
• An unnamed servant, the overseer of the 
reapers working the field,  introduces Ruth 
to Boaz after Boaz seeks after her.

• Gen 24 - Abraham sends an unnamed 
servant to pick a bride for his son of 
promise - Isaac.

Unnamed servant is not really a servant 
but the ruler over all of Abraham’s 
possessions.   

If Isaac were not to inherit, he would.

Abraham’s unnamed overseer is 
identified as Eleazer in Gen 15:2 - but 
not here

THE HOLY SPIRIT

John 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to 
come.



24

6/9/2007 Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 47

Ruth is introduced to Boaz by an unnamed servant overseeing the reapers: 

Ruth 2:5-6

Genesis 24:1-67   Unnamed servant goes and seeks out a bride for the 
‘son of promise’

John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

Types in the Book of Ruth: Unnamed servant
Hosea 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used

similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets. 
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10 Then she fell on her face, and bowed 
herself to the ground, and said unto him, 
Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that 
thou shouldest take knowledge of me, 
seeing I am a stranger? 

11 And Boaz answered and said unto her, It 
hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast 
done unto thy mother in law since the death 
of thine husband: and how thou hast left thy 
father and thy mother, and the land of thy 
nativity, and art come unto a people which 
thou knewest not heretofore.

12 The Lord recompense thy work, and a full 
reward be given thee of the Lord God of 
Israel, under whose wings thou art come to 
trust.

13 Then she said, Let me find favour in thy 
sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted 
me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly 
unto thine handmaid, though I be not like 
unto one of thine handmaidens.

Ruth 2:10-13
• The relationship between Boaz and Ruth 
was based on his Grace toward her

Grace: Romans 8:3-4 John 6:37
Ephes. 2:8-13 Ephes. 2:19

• Fell on her face…the custom when 
inferiors approached those of superior rank

• Ruth had already attached herself to the 
Jewish ways 

– a proselyte: an OT ‘Judeo-Christian’

…art come to trust under his wings - a 
metaphor from young fowl, who run to 
their mother to be covered by her wings 
and kept from danger and for  shelter 
from storms, cold, etc.

• Oh, that I might be.…Let me find favor 
in thy sight…for I am not like your hand 
maidens
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14 And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come 
thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar.

And she sat beside the reapers: and he 
reached her parched corn, and she did eat, 
and was sufficed, and left.

15 And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz 
commanded his young men, saying, Let her 
glean even among the sheaves, and reproach 
her not:

16 And let fall also some of the handfuls of 
purpose for her, and leave them, that she 
may glean them, and rebuke her not.

17 So she gleaned in the field until even, and 
beat out that she had gleaned: and it was 
about an ephah of barley.

18 And she took it up, and went into the city: 
and her mother in law saw what she had 
gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to 
her that she had reserved after she was 
sufficed.

Ruth 2:14-18
• Vinegar = Chomets, a refreshment drink 
made from sour grapes fermented and 
diluted

Boaz provides her with
Bread - Symbol: Life and 
Wine – Symbol: Forgiveness

• The first recorded ‘doggie-bag’
And gave to her that she had reserved  

Ruth received a large portion from 
Boaz at lunch-time, more than she 
could eat, she saved the rest and 
brought it home to Naomi at the end of 
the day…

• Let her glean even among the sheaves
a special privilege; no person was 
permitted in the fields to glean until the 
harvested sheaves were bound and 
stacked

• Handfuls on purpose...
• ephah = 3/5 – 4/5 of a bushel;

about 5-7 gallons

6/9/2007 Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 50

19 And her mother in law said unto her, Where 
hast thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest
thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of 
thee.
And she shewed her mother in law with whom 
she had wrought, and said, The man's name with 
whom I wrought to day is Boaz.
20 And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, 
Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left off 
his kindness to the living and to the dead.
And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin 
unto us, one of our next kinsmen.
21 And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto 
me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, 
until they have ended all my harvest.
22 And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in 
law, It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with 
his maidens, that they meet thee not in any other 
field.
23 So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to 
glean unto the end of barley harvest and of 
wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law.

Ruth 2:19-23 • Naomi recognizes an opportunity 
- for the redemption of her land and 
- for a new life for Ruth. 

She instructs Ruth on what to do.

– Law of Redemption  Lev 25:47-50
– Law of Levirate Marriage  Deut 25:5-10

• Goel: Kinsman-Redeemer
a near kinsman who by the Mosaic law had 
the responsibility and right to:

1. buy back a forfeited inheritance, or the 
freedom of kin who been sold to be a 
servant.
2. avenge the blood of any of the family who 
had been killed,by going after and killing the 
murderer
3. take the widow of a deceased brother or 
relative, if he died childless. 

If the nearest kin refused, he was treated with 
shame and indignity, lost his right to the 
inheritance, and the next, next of kin could 
come forward and assume the Kinsman-
Redeemer’s role and rights
• Barley Harvest = Passover
• Wheat Harvest = Pentecost
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• •

The Threshing Floor: Chapter 3

Love’s Resolve: Chapter 1 
– Ruth cleaving to Naomi

Love’s Response: Chapter 2
– Ruth gleaning

Love’s Request: Chapter 3 
– The Threshing Floor Scene

Love’s Reward: Chapter 4 
– The Redemption of both Land and Bride
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Law of Redemption Lev 25:47-50

Leviticus 25:47-50 

47 And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother 
that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger or 
sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger's family: 

48 After that he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his 
brethren may redeem him: 

49 Either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or any that 
is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him; or if he be able, 
he may redeem himself. 

50 And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that 
he was sold to him unto the year of jubile: and the price of his sale 
shall be according unto the number of years, according to the time of 
an hired servant shall it be with him. 
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1 Then Naomi her mother in law said unto 
her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for 
thee, that it may be well with thee?

2 And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with 
whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he
winnoweth barley to night in the threshing 
floor.

3 Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, 
and put thy raiment upon thee, and get 
thee down to the floor: but make not thyself 
known unto the man, until he shall have 
done eating and drinking.

4 And it shall be, when he lieth down, that 
thou shalt mark the place where he shall 
lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his 
feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell 
thee what thou shalt do.

5 And she said unto her, All that thou
sayest unto me I will do.

Ruth 3:1-5
• Law of Redemption   Lev 25:47-50 

• Law of Levirate Marriage Deu 25:5-10

• Threshing floor:   Symbolic of 
judgment; “tribulation”

• Make yourself ready for the bridegroom

Wash yourself
Anoint yourself
Dress up in your best

Rev 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice, 
and give honour to him: for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready.

• Place yourself at his feet – He will tell 
you what to do…

Where is Ruth during the threshing?

At the feet of Boaz…

6/9/2007 Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 54

Threshing Floor = Tribulation

Rev. 3:10   Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try 
them that dwell upon the earth. 

Jeremiah 51:33   For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; The 
daughter of Babylon is like a threshingfloor, it is time to thresh her: yet a little 
while, and the time of her harvest shall come. 

Where is Ruth during the Threshing floor scene - At the feet of Boaz

Ruth 3:13 Lie down until morning      aka: “the Morning Star arise”

Isaiah 26:20   Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut 
thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the 
indignation be overpast. 

1Th 5:9  For God has not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Types in the Book of Ruth: Threshing Floor
Hosea 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used 

similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.

When is the “Threshing Floor” ??   When does God pour out His wrath on the earth?
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6 And she went down unto the floor, and 
did according to all that her mother in law 
bade her.

7 And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, 
and his heart was merry, he went to lie 
down at the end of the heap of corn: and 
she came softly, and uncovered his feet, 
and laid her down.

8 And it came to pass at midnight, that the 
man was afraid, and turned himself: and, 
behold, a woman lay at his feet.

9 And he said, Who art thou? And she 
answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: 
spread therefore thy skirt over thine
handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman.

Ruth 3:6-9
• Ruth approaches Boaz 

- to fulfill the role of a Goel.

- not a proposition 

-but a request for him to exercise 
his right and responsibility under 
Levirite Law as the Kinsman 
Redeemer and Avenger of Blood; 
asking him to take her under his 
authority and responsibility

• “Train” = Heb shuwl:

Isa 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah
died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple.

• No matter how much Baoz loved and 
wanted Ruth, he had to await her move!
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His Hem…
Hems: Gk: kraspedon Heb: shuwl

hem, border, fringe, bottom edge of the skirt or train
• In ancient Mesopotamia, “To cut off the hem” was to strip one of his 
personality, authority, etc.
• A husband could divorce his wife by cutting off the hem of her robe.
• A nobleman would authenticate his name on a clay tablet by pressing his hem 
on the clay.
• The hem in Israel:

David’s removal of Saul’s hem: 1 Sam 24
Fringes on Levitical garments:  Nu 15:38-39; Deu 22:12; Ex 28:33-34

• The Lord’s hem is sought for healing  Matt 14:36; Mark 6:56; Luke 8:44
Goal of the woman with the issue of blood Matt 9:20-21; Mark 5:31

A gentile woman ???  
An Israelite woman would not be allowed out in public

Woman’s illness = Same “age” as Jairus’ daughter; a daughter of Israel
Gentile woman = Type of the Church?

On the way to raise a Israelite daughter, Jesus stops to heal a 
gentile woman
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10 And he said, Blessed be thou of the 
Lord, my daughter: for thou hast shewed
more kindness in the latter end than at the 
beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not 
young men, whether poor or rich.

11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do 
to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city 
of my people doth know that thou art a 
virtuous woman.

12 And now it is true that I am thy near 
kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman 
nearer than I.

13 Tarry this night, and it shall be in the 
morning, that if he will perform unto thee 
the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the 
kinsman's part: but if he will not do the part 
of a kinsman to thee, then will I do the part 
of a kinsman to thee, as the Lord liveth: lie 
down until the morning.

Ruth 3:10-13
• BUT, there is a “nearer kinsman” in 
the way . . .

WHO does this represent?

THE LAW...

What the Law could not do, Jesus 
did...

Rom 8:2-4  For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death.  3  For 
what the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh:  4  That the 
righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.

6/9/2007 Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 58

Nearer kinsman (“The Law”)
...What the Law could not do, Jesus did...

Was willing to redeem but could not…

the Law can only convict and condemn us…

it cannot redeem or save us.

(Heb 9:22)  And almost all things are by the law purged with blood, and 
without shedding of blood is no remission.

(Rom 3:21)  But now a righteousness of God has been revealed apart from 
Law, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets;

(Act 13:39)  And by Him all who believe are justified from all things, from 
which you could not be justified by the Law of Moses.

(Gal 3:11)  But that no one is justified by the Law in the sight of God is clear, 
for, "The just shall live by faith."

Types in the Book of Ruth: Nearer Kinsman
Hosea 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used 

similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.
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14 And she lay at his feet until the morning: 
and she rose up before one could know 
another.

And he said, Let it not be known that a woman 
came into the floor.

15 Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast 
upon thee, and hold it.

And when she held it, he measured six 
measures of barley, and laid it on her: and she 
went into the city.

16 And when she came to her mother in law, 
she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she 
told her all that the man had done to her.

17 And she said, These six measures of barley 
gave he me; for he said to me, Go not empty 
unto thy mother in law.

18 Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until 
thou know how the matter will fall: for the man 
will not be in rest, until he have finished the 
thing this day.

Ruth 3:14-18
• According to Ruth 2:23 the barley harvest 
had ended and the wheat harvest had begun
• Boaz sends Ruth with Six measures of 
barley to Naomi??  A code for Naomi?

A ‘measure of barley’:  the amount that 
represented a day’s wages

• Principle:  Work 6 until done then rest on 
the 7th

I will not rest until the work is done...   
Cf: vs 18

• My promise is my responsibility.  I will 
perform what I have promised…
• Israel will not be abandoned or supplanted 
by the Church
• Naomi (Israel) will be receive her promises.  
Ruth (the Church) will be brought into Boaz’
household

Different beginnings, promises, and 
different destinies
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• •

The Redemption: Chapter 4

Love’s Resolve: Chapter 1 
– Ruth cleaving to Naomi

Love’s Response: Chapter 2
– Ruth gleaning

Love’s Request: Chapter 3 
– The Threshing Floor Scene

Love’s Reward: Chapter 4 
– The Redemption of both Land and Bride
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1 Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat 
him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of 
whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he 
said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down 
here.

And he turned aside, and sat down.

2 And he took ten men of the elders of the 
city, and said, Sit ye down here.

And they sat down.

3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that 
is come again out of the country of Moab,
selleth a parcel of land, which was our 
brother Elimelech's:

4 And I thought to advertise thee, saying, 
Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the 
elders of my people.

If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou 
wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may 
know: for there is none to redeem it beside 
thee; and I am after thee.

Ruth 4:1-4
• Boaz confronts the “Nearer Kinsman

Note the authority of Boaz – he calls a 
meeting and everyone yields to his will 
and desire

Interestingly, Boaz does not call him by 
name but, “Hey you!…

• Ten elders = the number of testimony

Rom 9:32  Wherefore? Because they sought it 
not by faith, but as it were by the works of the 
law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;

Gal 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified 
by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by 
the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

Gal 3:10  For as many as are of the works of 
the law are under the curse: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law 
to do them.
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5 Then said Boaz, What day thou
buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, 
thou must buy it also of Ruth the
Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to 
raise up the name of the dead upon his 
inheritance.

6 And the kinsman said, I cannot 
redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine 
own inheritance: redeem thou my right 
to thyself; for I cannot redeem it.

7 Now this was the manner in former 
time in Israel concerning redeeming 
and concerning changing, for to confirm 
all things; a man plucked off his shoe, 
and gave it to his neighbour: and this 
was a testimony in Israel.

8 Therefore the kinsman said unto 
Boaz, Buy it for thee.

So he drew off his shoe.

Ruth 4:5-8
• Boaz confronts the “Nearer Kinsman”: 

- who is willing to redeem the property, 
- but who ‘cannot’ make Ruth his bride without 
marring his own character and reputation. 

The Law cannot justify; only condemn…
• Nearer kinsman yields his shoe to relieve the 
obligation   Deut 25:5-10

Note that Boaz not Ruth took the shoe and there 
was no spitting here – no public disgracing of the 
nearer kinsman

Mat 5:17  Do not think that I have come to 
destroy the Law or the Prophets. I have not 
come to destroy but to fulfill.

• Shoes in scripture
- take them off on Holy Ground Ex 3:5 Jos 5:15 
Act 7:33 separated wearer from ‘defiled’ground
- Didn’t wear out during the wilderness wanderings 
Deu 29:5 Isa 5:27
- John the Baptist:  unworthy to even loosen the 
shoes of Jesus Mt 3:11 Mar 1:7 Luk 3:16 Joh 1:27 
Act 13:25
- Washing feet 
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Shoes Feet Wash(ing) Feet

Feet
369 verses (KJV) 

contain a reference 
to foot or feet

Joh 13:2 -11 … 10  Jesus saith to him, He 
that is washed needeth not save to wash 
his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye 
are clean, but not all. 

Tit 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost;

1Co 6:11  And such were some of you: but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God.

Eph 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word,

1Jo 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.

Joh 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: 
thy word is truth.

Psa 119:9  BETH. Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto
according to thy word.

Gen_18:4; 
Gen_19:2; 
Gen_24:32; 
Gen_43:24; 
Exo_30:19; 
Exo_30:21; 
Exo_40:31; 
Jdg_19:21; 
1Sa_25:41; 
2Sa_11:8; 
2Sa_19:24; 

Psa_58:10; 
Son_5:3; 
Luk_7:38; 
Luk_7:44; 
Joh_13:5; 
Joh_13:6; 
Joh_13:8; 
Joh_13:10; 
Joh_13:12; 
Joh_13:14; 
1Ti_5:10;

Wash(ing) Feet

Gen_14:23; 
Exo_3:5; 
Exo_12:11; 
Deu_25:9; 
Deu_25:10; 
Deu_29:5; 
Deu_33:25; 
Jos_5:15; 
Jos_9:5; 
Jos_9:13; 
Rth_4:7; 
Rth_4:8; 
1Ki_2:5; 
Psa_60:8; 
Psa_108:9; 
Son_7:1; 

Isa_5:27; 
Isa_20:2; 
Eze_24:17; 
Eze_24:23; 
Amo_2:6; 
Amo_8:6; 
Mat_3:11; 
Mat_10:10; 
Mar_1:7; 
Luk_3:16; 
Luk_10:4; 
Luk_15:22; 
Luk_22:35; 
Joh_1:27; 
Act_7:33; 
Act_13:25;

Shoe(s)
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9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto 
all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, 
that I have bought all that was
Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and
Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi.

10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife 
of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my 
wife, to raise up the name of the dead 
upon his inheritance, that the name of the 
dead be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from the gate of his place: 
ye are witnesses this day.

11 And all the people that were in the 
gate, and the elders, said, We are 
witnesses.

The Lord make the woman that is come 
into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, 
which two did build the house of Israel: 
and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be 
famous in Bethlehem:

Ruth 4:9-11
• Boaz “purchased” - bought with a price –all 
that was Naomi’s

• Boaz “purchased” – bought with a price 
Ruth to be his bride

• An appeal was made to the people 
present, whether they had seen and 
understood the transaction; who answered, 
We have witnessed it.

• may your wife be like Rachel and Leah 
from whom came Israel

A Great Blessing; a ‘Toast’….

• …be famous in Bethlehem

Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting. 

• Bethlehem: The House of Bread (of Life)
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12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, 
of the seed which the Lord shall give thee of this young woman.

Ruth 4:12

• Let your house be like the house of Perez ??!
Gen 38:6-29 An illegitimate bastard

SAME TO YOU, BUB !!!
• Cursed to 10th generation

Deut. 23:2-3  A bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord; 
even to his tenth generation shall he not enter into the congregation of 
the Lord. 3An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation 
of the Lord; even to their tenth generation shall they not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord for ever: 

Who is the 10th from Perez ?

6/9/2007 Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 66

• Tamar had married Judah's firstborn son, Er, who died without having any 
children. 
• Under Mosaic law, Judah was supposed to provide Tamar one of Er’s brothers to 
raise up issue but he failed to do so.
• So Tamar posed as a prostitute and Judah unknowingly got her pregnant on a 
“business trip”.
• When it is discovered that Tamar is pregnant Judah orders her death.
• When she confronts him with the evidence that he is the father, he confesses that 
his sin was greater than hers.
• Tamar gives birth to two illegitimate sons, Zarah and Pharez. 
• The Torah provides that a bastard results in being cast out of the congregation for 
10 generations
• Ruth 4:12 is a prophecy:     the 10th generation from Pharez was David. 

The inheritance of David is prophesied by the city elders in their blessing wish 
to Boaz long before David’s birth and anointing.  Samuel 4

• To emphasize this, the Book of Ruth closes with David's genealogy: 

Genesis 38:  Judah and Tamar
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13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his 
wife: and when he went in unto her, the 
Lord gave her conception, and she bare a 
son.

14 And the women said unto Naomi, 
Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left 
thee this day without a kinsman, that his 
name may be famous in Israel.

15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of 
thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: 
for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, 
which is better to thee than seven sons, 
hath born him.

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in 
her bosom, and became nurse unto it.

17 And the women her neighbours gave it 
a name, saying, There is a son born to 
Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he 
is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Ruth 4:13-17
• Son to Naomi ??    A son to Israel !!  

A restorer of life; 
A nourisher in your old age; 
One who loveth thee 

For Naomi ?? – For Israel !!
Isa 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. 

• Israel (Naomi) became a ‘nurse’ to the 
child; cared for the child

• Her neighbor women named the child

Called him Obed = Serving; One who 
serves
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18 Now these are the generations of Pharez: 

Pharez begat Hezron,

19 And Hezron begat Ram, 

and Ram begat Amminadab,

20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, 

and Nahshon begat Salmon,

21 And Salmon begat Boaz, 

and Boaz begat Obed,

22 And Obed begat Jesse, 

and Jesse begat David.

Ruth 4:18-22
1. Perez
2. Hezron
3. Ram
4. Amminadab
5. Nahshon
6. Salmon
7. Boaz
8. Obed
9. Jesse
10. David Gen 38
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Ruth is a critical element in the Messianic Genealogy
Connects the house of David with the tribe of Judah.

Jesus would not have been born in Bethlehem otherwise.
Matt 1:2-6  NASU

2  Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 

3  Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, 
Perez was the father of Hezron, and
Hezron the father of Ram. 

4 Ram was the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon. 

[after the rescue of Rahab and her family and fall of Jericho in the time of Joshua]
5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and

[Time of Ruth - 1 generation past the conquest of of the promised land under Joshua] 
Obed the father of Jesse. 

6. Jesse was the father of David the king. [David is the great grandson of Boaz & Ruth]
David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 

4 women mentioned in Jesus genealogy      - 3 of dubious reputation; the 4th a ‘foreigner’
• Tamar Had her father’s [Lot] child     Gen 19:37 Named the child MOAB
• Rahab A harlot (madame) in Jericho when Israel crossed the Jordan to take it
• Ruth A Moabitess
• Bathsheba Had an illegitimate child with David who had killed her husband Uriah 

GENEALOGY: Abraham to David
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1. Isaac
2. Jacob
3. Judah
4. Perez
5. Hezron
6. Ram
7. Amminadab
8. Nahshon
9. Salman
10.Boaz

1. Adam
2. Seth
3. Enosh
4. Kenan
5. Mahalalel
6. Jared
7. Enoch
8. Methuselah
9. Lamech
10.Noah

1. Shem
2. Arphaxad
3. Salah
4. Eber
5. Peleg
6. Reu
7. Serug
8. Nahor
9. Terah
10.Abraham

The Tenth Man

1. Perez
2. Hezron
3. Ram
4. Amminadab
5. Nahshon
6. Salmon
7. Boaz
8. Obed
9. Jesse
10.David
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Moses wrote the Torah:  Jesus verified that very fact numerous times. 
In Genesis 38, the story of Pharez birth is detailed for us…

“Hidden” in the text, at 49-letter intervals, 
are the names of Boaz, Ruth, Obed, Jesse, and David. 

Note: Hebrew goes from right to left.  Also note that 49 is the perfect square of 7. 
The 5 names list David’s lineage backward 5 generations in the correct order.

Moses couldn’t possible have known David or his lineage 10 generations in 
advance?

But they are there…
Moses couldn’t possibly have knowingly “buried” the 5 names into and 
throughout the text at the equidistant interval and still have had the text read 
smoothly and have maintained the flow of the Hebrew text.

But he did and it does… Try it yourself
There is no statistical way that these details could have been anticipated in advance 

except by Divine guidance and no way they would have come down to us today without 
Divine control and protection of every aspect of the written text; nearly 4,000+ years. 
It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, and the honor of kings to search them out.   

Proverbs 25:2 

The Hebrew Text of Genesis 38
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KJV Text of Genesis 38
Genesis 38:1-30 

And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adullamite, 
whose name was Hirah. [2] And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shuah; and 
he took her, and went in unto her. [3] And she conceived, and bare a son; and he called his name Er. [4] And she 
conceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name Onan. [5] And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; 
and called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she bare him. [6] And Judah took a wife for Er his 
firstborn, whose name was Tamar. [7] And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord 
slew him. [8] And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother's wife, and marry her, and raise up seed to thy 
brother. [9] And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in unto his 
brother's wife, that he spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother. [10] And the thing which 
he did displeased the Lord: wherefore he slew him also. [11] Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, 
Remain a widow at thy father's house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, Lest peradventure he die also, as
his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's house. 

[12] And in process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah's wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up 
unto his sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. [13] And it was told Tamar, saying, 
Behold thy father in law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep. [14] And she put her widow's garments off from 
her, and covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for 
she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to wife. [15] When Judah saw her, he thought her 
to be an harlot; because she had covered her face. [16] And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray 
thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou 
give me, that thou mayest come in unto me? [17] And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, 
Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it? [18] And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy 
signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and she 
conceived by him. [19] And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, and put on the garments of 
her widowhood. [20] And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the 
woman's hand: but he found her not. [21] Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where is the harlot, that 
was openly by the way side? And they said, There was no harlot in this place. [22] And he returned to Judah, and 
said, I cannot find her; and also the men of the place said, that there was no harlot in this place. [23] And Judah 
said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found her. 
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From: Codes in the Torah
Reading with Equal Intervals

by Professor Daniel Michelson
Figure 3

Hebrew Text of 
Genesis 38

[24] And it came to pass about three months after, 
that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law 
hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with 
child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and 
let her be burnt. [25] When she was brought forth, she 
sent to her father in law, saying, By the man, whose 
these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray 
thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and 
staff. [26] And Judah acknowledged them, and said, 
She hath been more righteous than I; because that I 
gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her again 
no more. 

[27] And it came to pass in the time of her travail, 
that, behold, twins were in her womb. [28] And it came 
to pass, when she travailed, that the one put out his 
hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a 
scarlet thread, saying, This came out first, [29] And it 
came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, 
his brother came out: and she said, How hast thou 
broken forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore his 
name was called Pharez. [30] And afterward came out 
his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon his hand: 
and his name was called Zarah. 
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From: Codes in the Torah
Reading with Equal Intervals

by Professor Daniel Michelson
Figure 3

Hebrew Text of 
Genesis 38

From: Textual Surprises:
Treasures in the Family Trees

by Chuck Missler
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Hebrew Text of Genesis 38
From: Codes in the Torah

Reading with Equal Intervals
by Professor Daniel Michelson

Figure 3

From: Textual Surprises:
Treasures in the Family Trees

by Chuck Missler
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Num 26:33 And Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters: and the names of the 
daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.    KJV
Num 27:1-11   KJV

1 Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph: and these are the names of his 
daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. 2  And they stood before Moses, and 
before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, by the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, saying,

3  Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company of them that gathered 
themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but died in his own sin, and had no 
sons.  4  Why should the name of our father be done away from among his family, because he hath 
no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren of our father.

5  And Moses brought their cause before the LORD.  6  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
7  The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an 
inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to 
pass unto them.  8  And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have 
no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter.  9  And if he have no 
daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his brethren. 10  And if he have no brethren, then 
ye shall give his inheritance unto his father's brethren.  11  And if his father have no brethren, then 
ye shall give his inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess 
it: and it shall be unto the children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the LORD commanded Moses.

After they entered the promised land, Joshua was dividing it among the tribes and men as an inheritance 
Josh 17:3-4 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 
Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters: and these are the names of his daughters, Mahlah, and Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.   4  And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the 
son of Nun, and before the princes, saying, The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance 
among our brethren.   Therefore according to the commandment of the LORD he gave them an 
inheritance among the brethren of their father.  KJV

CF: Study The Daughters of Zelophehad
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– Elimelech God is King
– Naomi Pleasant The Pleasant Land:  Israel
– Mahlon Sickly, Unhealthy; to blot out
– Chilion Puny; to perish; Destruction
– Orpah Fawn Ultimately returns to Moab
– Ruth Beauty; Desirable Remains with Naomi   Gen 12:3
– Bethlehem-judah House of Bread; Praise
– Ephrath Fruitful Ephrathites Fruit of …
– Marah Bitter
– Barley Harvest At the time of Passover Crucifixion / Resurrection
– Wheat Harvest End of the Age Threshing floor; Tribulation
– Boaz In Him is Strength   The Goel; Messiah / Lord
– Goel Kinsman Redeemer and Avenger of blood
– Unnamed servant Holy Spirit
– Bread and Wine Symbols of Life and Forgiveness
– Nearer kinsman The Law  ... What the Law could not do, Jesus did ...
– Six measures? Work 6 then rest on the 7th;  I will not rest until the work is done
– Shoe A symbol of shame to the unwilling redeemer; 

A marriage license to Boaz; 
The thing that separated the clean from the unclean)

– purchased Ruth Bought with a price
– House like Perez Bastard: put out to the tenth generation; promise of a King
– Obed Serving; one who serves

Names and Types Listed
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The Jewish Bible – the Tenak (TNK) - is comprised of the 39 books in our O.T. but were 
combined into 24 books divided in 3 sections by the Jews. 

Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, and Ezra-Nehemiah were one book each; and what we call the 12 Minor 
Prophets were made into only one book. 

1.The Law (Towrah (HSN-8451):
(1) Genesis—beginnings, Israel a family (3) Leviticus—worship of Jehovah    
(2) Exodus—Israel becoming a nation (4) Numbers—Israel numbered; wanderings 

(5) Deuteronomy—Israel instructed and regarded as in the land

2.The Prophets (Nebi iym (HSN-5030): 
(1)  Former Prophets (Zech. 1:4; Zech. 7:7,12):

(A) Joshua—Israel under priests (C) Samuel—Israel under kings 
(B) Judges—Israel under judges (D) Kings—decline and fall of kings 

(2) Latter Prophets: (A) Isaiah—predictions and sermons to Israel in view of captivities 
(B) Jeremiah—messages during captivity in view of Israel's restoration
(C) Ezekiel—Israel forsaken and restored again under their Messiah 
(D) Minor Prophets—Israel's sins, defeats, and final triumph 

3.Writings (Kethubiym (HSN-3791)): 
(1) Psalms—Israel's song book (7) Ecclesiastes—Israel's vanity 
(2) Proverbs—Israel's wisdom (8) Esther—Israel's deliverance 
(3) Job—Israel's comfort book (9) Daniel—Israel's future 
(4) Song of Solomon—Israel's song of love (10) Ezra-Nehemiah—Israel resettled 
(5) Ruth—Israel's redemption story (11) Chronicles—Israel's history 
(6) Lamentations—Israel's woes 

Early manuscripts place The Book of Ruth in the 2nd part of the Hebrew OT: 
‘The Prophets’ and not in the   ‘Writings’ ???

Types in the Book of Ruth: The Prophets
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Ruth is traditionally associated with and always read at the Feast of Pentecost; Shavout
Shavout: 6th of Sivan

• Rabinical tradition: Enoch born: 6th of Sivan
Enoch raptured: 6th of Sivan   prior to the flood

• Jewish scholars believe the Law was given at Sinai on the 6th of Sivan
• Shavout, means the Festival of Weeks, and occurs 7 weeks after Passover; which is  
at Pentecost. 6th of Sivan
• Shavout is also called the Festival of New Fruits, when each man brought the first of 
his barley, wheat, grapes, figs, olive-oil, pomegranates, and honey to the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  

There, everyone took part in the Bikkurim (First Fruits) ceremony.
• Barley Harvest was at/near Passover; when Israel was called out of Egypt as a 
nation
• The early Wheat Harvest was at Pentecost, when the Church came into being - was 
called out of the nations including Israel…

Link to: Wheat from chaff parables…Threshing the ‘Early Wheat’

Types in the Book of Ruth: Shavout
Hosea 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used

similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.
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At Sinai: When the Law was given Ex 19

At the Rapture 1 Thes 4:13-17; 1 Cor 15:51-2
Exodus 19:1-25 10And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day and to 
morrow, and let them wash their clothes, 11And be ready against the third day: for the third day the Lord 
will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. 12And thou shalt set bounds unto the 
people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the 
border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: 13There shall not an hand touch 
it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the 
trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount. 
16And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the 
camp trembled. 
19And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and 
God answered him by a voice. 20And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and 
the Lord called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. 21And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Go down, charge the people, lest they break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish.

1 Thes. 4:13-17 16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. 

1 Cor. 15:51-52 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

Trump of God: Only Twice in Scripture
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Luk 4:18-20
• 18 The Spirit of the Lord is on Me; 
• because of this He has anointed Me to 

proclaim the Gospel to the poor. 
• He has sent me to heal the 

brokenhearted, 
• to proclaim deliverance to the captives, 
• and new sight to the blind, 
• to set at liberty those having been 

crushed, 
• 19 to proclaim the acceptable year of the 

Lord."  
• ???
• ???
• 20 And rolling up the book, returning it to 

the attendant, He sat down.

Types in the Book of Ruth: Avenger of Blood
Hosea 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the 

ministry of the prophets.

Isaiah 61:1-2
• The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
• because the Lord hath anointed me to 

preach good tidings unto the meek; 
• he hath sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, 
• to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
• ???
• and the opening of the prison to them 

that are bound; 
• 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of 

the Lord, 
• and the day of vengeance of our God; 
• to comfort all that mourn; 

He didnHe didn’’t finish !!! t finish !!! –– Why not ???Why not ???
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The Avenger of Blood

Num 35:9-34 And Jehovah spoke to Moses saying,   10  Speak to the 
sons of Israel and say to them, When you have come over Jordan into the 
land of Canaan,  11  then you shall choose cities to be cities of refuge for 
you, so that the slayer who kills any person through error may flee there.  
12  And they shall be to you cities for refuge from the avenger, so that the 
manslayer does not die until he stands before the congregation in 
judgment.  13  And of those cities which you shall give, you shall have six 
cities for refuge.  14  You shall give three cities on this side Jordan, and 
you shall give three cities in the land of Canaan to be cities of refuge.  15  
These six cities shall be a refuge for the sons of Israel, and for the 
stranger, and for anyone who stays among them, so that everyone who 
kills any person through error may flee there.  16  And if he strikes him with 
an instrument of iron, so that he dies, he is a murderer. The murderer shall 
surely be put to death.  17  And if he strikes him by throwing a stone, with 
which he may die, and if he dies, he is a murderer. The murderer shall 
surely be put to death.  18  Or if he strikes him with a hand weapon of 
wood, with which he may die, and if he dies, he is a murderer. The 
murderer shall surely be put to death.  
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The Avenger of Blood

Num 35:19- The revenger of blood himself shall kill the murderer. When 
he meets him, he shall kill him. 20  And if he stabs him from hatred, or 
hurls at him by lying in wait, so that he dies, 21  or in hatred strikes him 
with his hand so that he dies, he who struck him shall surely he put to 
death. He is a murderer. The revenger of blood will kill the murderer when 
he meets him. 22  But if he thrusts him suddenly without hatred, or has 
thrown something on him without lying in wait, 23  or with any stone with 
which a man may die if he does not see, and throws it upon him so that he 
dies, and was not his enemy, neither sought his harm, 24  then the 
congregation shall judge between the one who kills and the revenger of 
blood according to these judgments. 25  And the congregation shall 
deliver the one who kills out of the hand of the revenger of blood. And the 
congregation shall send him back to the city of his refuge, to which he had 
fled. And he shall stay in it until the death of the high priest who was 
anointed with the holy oil. 
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The Avenger of Blood
Num 35:9-34 26  But if the one who killed shall at any time come outside 
the border of the city of his refuge to which he had fled, 27  and if the 
avenger of blood finds him outside the borders of the city of his refuge, and 
if the avenger of blood kills the slayer, he shall not be guilty of blood, 28  
because he should have remained in the city of his refuge until the death of 
the high priest. But after the death of the high priest the one who killed 
shall return to the land of his possession. 29  So these things shall be for a 
statute of judgment to you throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings. 30  Whoever kills any person, the murderer shall be put to 
death by the mouth of witnesses. But one witness shall not testify against 
any person to cause him to die.  31  And you shall take no ransom for the 
life of a murderer who is guilty of death. But he shall surely be put to death.  
32  And you shall take no ransom for him who has fled to the city of his 
refuge, to return to live in the land until the death of the high priest.  33  So 
you shall not defile the land in which you are. For blood defiles the land. 
And the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed in it, except by 
the blood of him that shed it.  34  So do not defile the land which you shall 
inhabit, in which I dwell. For I Jehovah dwell among the sons of Israel. 
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The Avenger of Blood
Num 35:9-34

Do we have an Avenger of Blood chasing after us?
Who is our city of refuge? Where do we flee for safety and refuge?
Who is our High Priest? Did he die?
Are we pardoned then?

Have we been set free from the curse of sin and death?
Will the Avenger of Blood appear again? To avenge for what?

Who is He pouring our His vengence upon?    
When?    What does the Bible call that time?

In Revelation 5, Jesus steps forward to claim the inheritance we lost to sin.  
He is our Kinsman-Redeemer !!!

In Revelation 6-19, Jesus appears as the Avenger of Blood revenging 
those who ‘murdered’ Him but who have no ‘city of refuge to which to flee…
As you study Revelation, keep track of what happens to all the cities and places of 

refuge to which the world attempts to flee for safety !
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You need to determine the relationship of both people to a common ancestor to find the relationship of the 2 people to each other.
1)  Find your relationship to a common ancestor across the top row. 
2)  Find the relationship of the other individual to the same common ancestor down the first column
3 )  Where the column of your relationship crosses the row of their relationship to a common ancestor is your relationship to each other.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Common 
Ancestor Child Grandchild Great 

Grandchild
2nd Great 
Grandchild

3rd Great 
Grandchild

4th Great 
Grandchild

5th Great 
Grandchild

6th Great 
Grandchild 1

Siblings Grand Great Grand 2nd Great Grand 3rd Great Grand 4th Great Grand 5th Great Grand
Brother/Sister Neice/Nephew Neice/Nephew Neice/Nephew Neice/Nephew Neice/Nephew Neice/Nephew

1st Cousin 1st Cousin 1st Cousin 1st Cousin 1st Cousin 1st Cousin
1 Removed 2 Removed 3 Removed 4 Removed 5 Removed 6 Removed

Grand 1st Cousin 2nd Cousin 2nd Cousin 2nd Cousin 2nd Cousin 2nd Cousin
Niece/Nephew 1 Removed 1 Removed 2 Removed 3 Removed 4 Removed 5 Removed
Great Grand 1st Cousin 2nd Cousin 3rd Cousin 3rd Cousin 3rd Cousin 3rd Cousin

Niece/Nephew 2 Removed 1 Removed 1 Removed 2 Removed 3 Removed 4 Removed
2nd Great Grand 1st Cousin 2nd Cousin 3rd Cousin 4th Cousin 4th Cousin 4th Cousin
Niece/Nephew 3 Removed 2 Removed 1 Removed 1 Removed 2 Removed 3 Removed

3rd Great Grand 1st Cousin 2nd Cousin 3rd Cousin 4th Cousin 5th Cousin 5th Cousin
Niece/Nephew 4 Removed 3 Removed 2 Removed 1 Removed 1 Removed 2 Removed

4th Great Grand 1st Cousin 2nd Cousin 3rd Cousin 4th Cousin 5th Cousin 6th Cousin
Niece/Nephew 5 Removed 4 Removed 3 Removed 2 Removed 1 Removed 1 Removed

5th Great Grand 1st Cousin 2nd Cousin 3rd Cousin 4th Cousin 5th Cousin 6th Cousin
Niece/Nephew 6 Removed 5 Removed 4 Removed 3 Removed 2 Removed 1 Removed

Finding the common ancestor is the key…

1st Cousins: Individuals who have the same grandparents.
2nd Cousins: Individuals who have the same great-grandparents
3rd Cousins: Individuals who have the same great-great grandparents, and so on down the line…
Removed:  A term used to describe the relationship between two "cousins" of differing generations. 

6th Cousin

Your Family Relationship to your Common Ancestor
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2nd Cousin

1st CousinNiece/Nephew

Niece/Nephew

3rd Cousin

Child

5th Cousin

4th Cousin3rd Great 
Grandchild
4th Great 

Grandchild
5th Great 

Grandchild

Grandchild

Great 
Grandchild
2nd Great 
Grandchild

96th Great 
Grandchild 7th Cousin

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Family Relationship Chart
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