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Rev 7 O.T. Links

Chapter 7
7:1 Isa 11:2; Jer 49:36; Ezek 7:2; 37:9; Dan 7:2; Zech 6:5
7:3 Ezek 9:4-6
7:4 Gen 49:1-28
7:9 Lev 23:40
7:10 Ps 3:8
7:14 Gen 49:11
7:15 Lev 26:11
7:16 Ps 121:5-6; Isa 49:10
7:17 Ps 23:1-2; Ezek 34:23
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“THE DAY OF THE LORD”
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Days Mentioned in the Bible

1. MANS DAY: The day which now is, when men have control over human government

2. THE DAY OF CHRIST: The day when Christ comes to Rapture the Church out of the 
earth – The Restrainer is removed

3. THE DAY OF THE LORD: The day when God takes direct control of the affairs of 
men extending from the Rapture of the Church to the Great White Throne Judgment

4. THE DAY OF GOD: The day when the heavens pass away and the earth is 
‘renovated’ by fire, and a new heaven and earth usher in the eternal state
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“DAY OF THE LORD”
20 times in 8 Old Testament books
3 times in the New Testament Acts 2:20 (quoting Joel 2:31)

1 Thess 5:2
2 Pet 3:10

“day of wrath” Zeph 1:15
“day of the Lord’s wrath” Zeph 1:18
“day of darkness” Joel 2:2

Zeph 1:15
“day of (His) vengeance” Isa_61:2

Jer_46:10;
“day of trouble” Zeph 1:15

Etc…
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Revelation 7: Catch your breath…

Have you noticed the Jewishness of the language ever since the Rapture 
of the Church in Rev 4 “Lion,” “Lamb,” “Root of David,” …
• Israel is the center piece of the Old Testament from Abraham through the 
Gospel of John
• The Church is God’s focus from Acts through Revelation 5 

However, today Israel is re-emerging 
as the center of world political events.

• Israel re-emerges as the centerpiece of God’s climatic activity – political 
and spiritual in Revelation 4 through Revelation 19.
• The Redeemed with God in a new Heaven and a new Earth are the focus 
of Revelation 20-21.
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The Seven-Sealed Scroll
Chapters 6, 7 & 8
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Revelation 7 is inserted between the breaking of the 6th & 7th seal on the great scroll
It pauses for some amplification before the 7th seal is broken in Chapter 8. 

The end of this chapter seems to anticipate eternity.   
It may have been included here as an encouragement to John (and to us) given 
the calamity and disasters of chapter 6 and what will follow with the breaking of 
the 7th seal and the 7 trumpet and 7 vial judgments.
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Rev 16In each series of seven judgments 
— the seals, trumpets, and bowls —

there is a ‘time out’, a pause 
passage, a parenthesis between the 

6th and 7th of each series. 
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Revelation 7:1-8
[6:17]  For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 
[7:1] And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding 
the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on 
any tree.
[2] And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he 
cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,
[3] Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of 
our God in their foreheads.
[4] And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and 
forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.
[5] Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.

[6] Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.
[7] Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.

[8] Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.
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(Rev. 7:1-8, Free Translation)

Revelation 7:1-8 Arrested Judgment

'After this I saw four messengers standing on the four corners of the earth, holding 
fast the four winds of the earth so that a wind should not blow on the earth, nor on 
the sea, nor on any tree, sand I saw another messenger ascending from the rising 
of the sun, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a great voice to the 
four messengers to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea saying, Hurt 
not the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the bond slaves of our 
God upon their foreheads.

4 And I heard the number of the sealed: a hundred and forty-four thousand sealed 
from every tribe of the children of Israel. ';Out of the tribe of Juda, twelve 
thousand sealed; out of the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of 
Gad, twelve thousand; ''out of the tribe of Asher, twelve thousand; out of the tribe 
of Naphtali, twelve, thousand; out of the tribe of Manasseh, twelve thousand; lout 
of the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand; 
out of the tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand; gout of the tribe of Zabulon, twelve 
thousand; out of the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Benjamin, 
twelve thousand. 
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Revelation 7 answers the question posed in Rev 6:17
The:

• Sealed Servants Rev 7:1-8
– 144,000 from 12 Tribes of Israel

• Saved Servants Rev 7:9-17
– Saints from out of the Tribulation

REV 6:17  …For the great day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand?
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Rev 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 

on any tree.

Symbols: Winds = judgment     Jer 49:36; 51:1;    2 Sam 22:11 
Earth, Land = Israel
Sea = Gentiles; 
Tree = Individuals in authority  Ps 1:3;   Judg 9:8-15;   Dan 4, …

Meta tauta: “after these things”:
• Sequential events following immediately after the breaking of the 6 seals ???
• Or, an insertion covering events happening concurrently ??? 
• Or, future events being revealed to John at this time for some purpose ???

“four angels standing on the four corners of the earth”: 
These are NOT the 4 living creatures around the Throne of God;  

these guys are standing on the earth.
These angels lay hold upon the winds of judgment:

Greek word is a strong one, like the hold of death upon the body (Acts 2:24) 
A Death Grip  - and all judgment is suspended. 

These 4 angels stop and release the entire natural wind system and processes
Puts a whole new twist on Hurricanes, Tornadoes & Thunderstorms !!!
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Rev 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 

on any tree.

These angels, located at four key locations on the earth, are told to hold back 
nature's forces until the faithful could be 'sealed' (protected).

Psalm 103:20    Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do 
his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.

They are created beings and as such are limited but they are extremely 
powerful.

Notice, they were already engaged in holding back the winds from the earth.

Earth was believed by most people to be a flat square having four corners.
Isaiah 11:12      And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall 
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of 
Judah from the four corners of the earth. 
Ezekiel 7:2    Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord God unto the 
land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land.

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 14

"The four corners of the earth"

2 possible meanings. 
1] "the uttermost parts of the earth" 
2] a localized area covering only Palestine or the lands within the 
revived Roman Empire; the scope of the prophecy. 

Many believe the judgments of Revelation do not all impact the whole earth 
but only that portion of the earth which is under the rule of the antichrist.

Beyond anti-christ’s dominion, other powers exist and rise up which will 
come against anti-christ at the battle of Armageddon but who will 
ultimately ally with him to fight Jesus at His Second Coming.

The fact that the four messengers stand “at the four corners of the earth”
indicates that they are far removed from each other;

at the extremes of the earth 
that God’s judgment is being suspended across the entire earth.
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Rev 7:1 … four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the 
earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.

4 points equidistant from each other.  
These 4 points would effectively cover the surface of the sphere of the globe.

Equilateral Pyramid = Tetrahedron
A globe could be considered to have four corners

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 16

Rev 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 

on any tree.

The earth is not a perfect ball or sphere
probably caused by centrifugal forces
generated by the earth's rotation.  

Along the equator there are protrusions 
at various points around the circumference.

The earth has 'four corners' sticking out from it geoid.
The Earth’s Geoid is the sphere commonly defined by what we call ‘mean sea level’; 

the sphere that would exist if there were no external forces deforming it.
On the surface of a sphere many 4 point sets exist that are equidistant from each other.  

These could also be described as 'four corners'.
The same word translated corners here is translated quarters in Rev 20:8  Gk: gonia

Rev. 20:8   And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 

Could this refer to the 4 Hemispheres ???
In modern usage the phrase ‘ four corners of the earth’ it is used to refer to the four 
points of the compass or the four directions.

It is used to indicate the entire earth…
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Rev 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 

on any tree.

“Four winds of the earth”
Note: there are also “fours winds of heaven:

Jer 49:36; Dan 7:2; 8:8; 11:4; Zech 2:6; Mat 24:31.
Often used to indicate the 4 cardinal directions: North, East, South, and West.

• Ancients believed that winds coming directly from one of the four points of the 
compass were lucky.  
• Any wind crossing the earth diagonally (from it's four corners) was consider bad 
and harmful, an ill omen.

The wind system over the earth is a great natural engine.  
The rotation of the earth causes much of the winds we experience.  

This is why:
• the winds and storms usually come out of the west traveling eastward.  
• they tend to move from the equator toward the poles.  

As the earth rotates it travels faster at the equator than in northern or southern latitudes 
causing a friction spiral rolling from the equator toward the poles and from west to east.

These wind engines are powerful – causing hurricanes, tornados, blizzards -
bringing and distributing water through the hydrologic cycle out of the oceans, 
cleaning it and dropping it as rain on the land.

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 18

Rev 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 

on any tree.

It was believed that all the forces of nature were under the control of various angels.
Angels given assignments like this were considered to be of the lowest rank

They were called 'the angels of service' because they were constantly on duty 
and could not observe the sabbath or a day of rest.

No Biblical passage to support this; just logical, human reasoning…
It is possible that the stopping of the wind worsens the great famine that came with the 
breaking of the third seal.

Rev. 6:5-6      
God's two witnesses on the earth had called for this drought during the first 3.5 years of 
the tribulation period.  

Rev. 11:3-6   And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy 
a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. [4] These are 
the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 
[5] And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth
their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. [6] 
These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and 
have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all 
plagues, as often as they will. 
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Rev 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 

on any tree.

Without the wind systems on the earth, the water that evaporated would simply rise 
into the atmosphere and spread out in a great high altitude vapor canopy over the 
earth.

The winds from the four corners and the angels holding them back may represent 
or result in the increase in the destructive forces of nature.

Possibility ???
The angels stopping of the hydrologic cycle would create a water vapor canopy 
around the outer atmosphere.
Some of the meteors and asteroids seen as 'falling stars' at the breaking of the 6th

seal would be cooled enough as they fell through the water vapor canopy to 
impact the earth in unusual numbers.
As the resulting earthquakes and volcanoes erupted all over the earth, great 
amounts of dust and water vapor could be added to the atmosphere further 
replenishing the "waters above the earth“. 

Genesis 1:7   And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: 
and it was so.

This in turn could cause the earth to become a giant greenhouse…
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Rev 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 

on any tree.

Rev. 14:18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry 
to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the 
earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 

Rev. 16:5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, 
because thou hast judged thus. 

Zech. 6:1-5 And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from 
between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. [2] In the first chariot were red horses; 
and in the second chariot black horses; [3] And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot 
grisled and bay horses. [4] Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my 
lord? [5] And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go 
forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. 

Nahum 1:3 The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the Lord hath 
his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. 

Zech. 9:14 And the Lord shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the Lord God 
shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south. 

Jeremiah 4:13 Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are 
swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! for we are spoiled. 

Isaiah 66:15 For, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his 
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

Job 37:9-10 Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north. [10] By the breath of God 
frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened. 

Reference:  God’s presence and fury are often represented by winds and fire – heat.
His angels were believed to have specific responsibility for natural forces and elements – the 

four winds of the earth
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Rev 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 

on any tree.

Reference:  God’s presence and fury are often represented by winds and fire – heat.
His angels were believed to have specific responsibility for natural forces and elements – the 

four winds of the earth

1 Kings 19:11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the 
Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: 

Isaiah 40:24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the 
earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as 
stubble. 

Isaiah 40:7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the 
people is grass. 

Nahum 1:4 He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and 
Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. 

Psalm 18:15 Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world were discovered at thy 
rebuke, O Lord, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils. 

Psalm 83:13 O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble before the wind. 
Amos 1:14 But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof, with shouting in 

the day of battle, with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind: 
Jeremiah 23:19 Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall 

grievously upon the head of the wicked. 
Jeremiah 30:23 Behold, the whirlwind of the Lord goeth forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall

with pain upon the head of the wicked.
Jeremiah 49:36 And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter 

them toward all those winds; and there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come. 
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Rev 7:2  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the 

earth and the sea,

Another angel appears rising out of the east (controlling the sun??)
From which direction does the run rise? 

The sun represented light and life to the ancients (causing so may heathen lands to 
worship the sun). 

This angel represents light and life to God's people during this time of wrath and 
tribulation.

This angel is mightier than the first four - it may be The Holy Spirit himself.
This great angel carries the seal of God.   

Today we are sealed with and by the Holy Spirit. 

As he ascends from the east he calls out in a great voice loud enough to be heard 
across the four corners of the earth.
The four angels standing at the four corners of the earth had power to hurt the earth 
and sea.  

A long, still drought would do just that.  
Eventually the rivers would stop flowing, the lakes dry up and no natural 
water be recycled - all of it resting in the salty seas and oceans or be 
trapped in the water canopy of the upper atmosphere.
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Rev 7:2  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the 

earth and the sea,

“Seals”: Mark of God – sign of God’s ownership and protection 

Sealed with the Name of God on (Gk: epi) their foreheads   Rev 7:3; Rev 14:1-5

Everywhere the Seal of God is mentioned in scripture, it carries God’s special protection 
and ‘immunity’ from God’s wrath and judgment.

Ezekiel 9:4     And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through 
the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh 
and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. 
Ezekiel 9:6     Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and 
women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my 
sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house. 

Rev. 9:4  And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the 
earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have 
not the seal of God in their foreheads.

Note: Counterfeit in Rev 13:16-18; 16:2; 20:4    

Notice it is not those with the “666” mark of anti-christ who are targeted 

But, anyone not having God’s mark upon them whether they carry antichrist’s 
mark or not …
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Rev 7:2  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the 

earth and the sea,

This seal marks God's special 144,000 servants on the earth during the remainder 
of the tribulation period.  
Those marked seem to be protected from God's judgments upon the earth, evil men 
and thus would be protected from Satan and his servants.

This protection was similar to the protection Israel enjoyed throughout the 
Egyptian plagues of Moses day.

Exodus 9:6  And the Lord did that thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of 
Egypt died: but of the cattle of the children of Israel died not one. 
Exodus 9:26  Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, 
was there no hail. 
Exodus 10:23  They saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for 
three days: but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. 
Exodus 11:7  But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move 
his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the Lord doth 
put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. 
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Rev 7:2  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and 
he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,

Today, during the church age the Holy Spirit is the 'seal of God' insuring every believer was 
preserved safe in Christ until their redemption was full.

2 Cor. 1:22   Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 
Ephes. 1:13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise, 
Ephes. 4:30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day 
of redemption.

What does it mean ‘you are sealed’? Until when?

When you ‘can’ fruit, what are the preparation steps and results of each step in the process?
Sterilizing -
Cleaning -
Filling -
Sealing -

Note: Not only to keep outside contamination out
But also to keep inside in and separated…

Marked / Identified -
A seal indicated authenticity and ownership. Those belonging to God were sealed, 
marked, identified.   The destructive avenging forces could not then harm those so marked.
As in Egypt – the death angel passed over those ‘sealed’ behind doors marked by the blood…
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Rev 7:3  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed 
the servants of our God in their foreheads.

During this period of sealing 2 things will happen:
1] New believers, those who had become God’s as a result of what they had seen, 

were given a opportunity to learn and study and understand their new faith.
They would come to realize the significance of what they were experiencing.

2] The wicked would lose their fear.  
They would rationalize the recent events on the earth during the 6 seal 
judgments as coincidence; attribute them to natural forces and bad luck.
They would again reassert themselves above God forgetting the fear and cries 
they made during the events.

The special 144,000 sealed by God were to have a special purpose of service on the 
earth

- They would be God's witnesses to His truth during the final days of antichrist's 
reign.  

- They will be prepared spiritually and protected physically
They will be marked – sealed – because of what is about to come with the Trumpet 
judgments and the Wrath of God being poured out … the judgments will become 
‘personal’.
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Rev 7:3  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed 
the servants of our God in their foreheads.

They were 'sealed in their foreheads'.   Lit Gk: epi G1909 ‘on’
• If the forehead seal is symbolic referring to the special instructions and 
knowledge they are given to carry out their assignment for God upon the 
earth.  

They would need a time to learn, understand and study scriptures.
• This seal may be a literal, visible, physical mark in their foreheads.  

It would identify them as God's to all who met them.
The antichrist would copy this ‘marking’ very soon; 

It would be visible and identifable
Rev 13:16-17  And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads:  17  And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had 
the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 

How God’s servants are marked, what the mark was, and how they were 
chosen are not revealed. 
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Rev 7:3  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed 
the servants of our God in their foreheads.

In Ezekiel's day a similar 'marking' is described
Ezekiel 9:4   And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the 
men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst 
thereof. 

Jerusalem was destroyed - except for those who had cried out as God’s 
witnesses against it's wickedness.

Very quickly these marked servants of God will become outspoken witnesses 
seeking to lead their country men and the world to accept Christ and be restored 
to God -- Before it was too late…

Psalm 2:10-12    Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges 
of the earth. [11] Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. [12] Kiss 
the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 
Romans 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek. 
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Rev 7:4  And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an 
hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.

Jesus disciples were elevated to the rank of “friends” rather than 
“servants”

John 15:15  Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant 
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; 
for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known 
unto you.

“in Christ” (the Church) there are neither Jews nor Gentiles
Galatians 3:27-28    For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ. [28] There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

This scene is “post-church.”
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Rev 7:4  And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an 
hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.

God chose to mark only Israelites.
Psalm 102:13   Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to 
favour her, yea, the set time, is come. 
Isaiah 59:20   And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn 
from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. 

Rev 7:4 and Rev 14:3 are the only mention of the number “144,000” in scripture.
It is this group, based on 12 tribes of Israel - 12,000 from each tribe being 
referred to in both scriptures.

Only God knows why 144,000
Perhaps as each of the 12 Apostles governs Israel’s tribes from his throne in 
heaven there will be an earthly leader from the 144,000 to govern the tribe upon 
the earth ?!?

Given that the Millennium is 1,000 years, each of the 12,000 marked from each of 
the 12 tribes could serve in this earthly prime ministers position over his own tribe 
for 1 month during the Millennium.

12 tribes x 12 months/year x 1,000 years = 144,000
The while I believe the number 144,000 is literal, it may also have a symbolic 
meaning...
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Give me your number, I’ll have my people call your people…
Just as 7 in Scripture is associated with completeness, nothing missing;

12 in Scripture is associated with:
completion, of finishing, an ending and
the destiny of Israel; God's chosen people.

• 12 tribes of Israel
Each will have it's own geographical borders during the Millennium (Ezek 48)

• 12 apostles were to sit upon 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel  Matthew 19:28 
• The New Jerusalem:

- has 12 gates
names of the 12 tribes of Israel are written on the gates  Rev 21:12

Note:  Who is missing ?  Ezekiel 48:3-35 
- at the gates are 12 angels
- the wall has 12 foundations

names of the “12 apostles of the Lamb" are written on the foundations   Rev 21:14
- its dimensions are given in terms of 12 

The walls is 144 (12 2) cubits thick
- the city itself measures “12,000 furlongs" in length, breadth, and height; a perfect cube 
of base twelve distance;  “Completion completely completed” Rev 21:16

1,000 is 10 raised to its 3rd power  (10 3 = 10 x 10 x 10). 
10 is used in the Scripture in connection with government

called "the number of government and responsibility,“
I.E.   the Ten Commandments. 

These numbers may be literal or symbolic or both. 
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Rev 7:5-8  Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.
6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.
7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.

We have lost the genealogical records for at least 10 of the tribes resulting in several myths 
concerning Israel and the 10 tribes

God has not lost anyone’s records…
The listing of the 12 tribes occurs some 30 times in scripture

In almost all occurrences they are listed in various orders 
Seldom in the ‘tradition’ of listing sons in their birth order
Some with 'grandsons' of Jacob being included while excluding some 'sons'  of 
Jacob.

Here John records a unique order in which they are sealed.

Israel in Revelation is literal Israel – God’s chosen people of the Old Testament
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There is a commonly held view that...
A) Israel rejected her Messiah; therefore she forfeited the promises to her;
B) As a result, the Church replaces Israel becoming “spiritual Israel”.

However:
1) The promises God made to Israel were unconditional; (she couldn’t forfeit 
these if she wanted too);
2) Paul, in Romans 9 -11 stresses emphatically “God is not finished with Israel”
3) The 70 Weeks prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27) outlines Israel’s role after the 
“interval”; the Church period. 

The Church is not present in the 69 seven nor will it be on the earth during the 
70th seven…

The interval between 69th & 70th week (Dan 9:26) is the Church Age.
4) God has yet to fulfill the promise given to Mary that Jesus would sit on David’s 
Throne. 

“Israel” appears some 75 times in the New Testament. 
Each time it refers to national Israel, 

including Gal 6:16 — where the Gk: ‘kai’ grammatically sets apart the “Israel of 
God” from the church. 

Myth No. 1: Replacement Theology
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After Christianity was “approved” by the Roman leaders after Constantine,
the teaching that Jesus was to literally return to rule the earth and free it from 
Satan’s evil world system was not popular.  Rome was the world’s system. 

Origen’s allegorical interpretation led to Augustine’s Amillennial eschatology
The “tradition” of Amillennialism dominated the church for over a 1,000 years. 

The Reformation, despite its effective focus on salvation by faith alone, 
failed to reexamine and return to a literal, Biblical, pre-millennial 
eschatology.

The belief that the church inherited Israel’s promises led to several other false 
beliefs 

— the church must take ultimate authority over the political powers
Amillenialism requires that the Church works to create a righteous 
earth before Jesus returns which was the preoccupation of the 
Medieval Church and the horrors it caused during the Dark Ages. 

— it led to wide spread anti-Semitism that brought about the Holocaust, the 
Crusades, the blood-libel hoaxes, the Jews as scapegoats for the Black 
Death, and other tragic misconceptions.  

(See The Road to Holocaust, by Hal Lindsey.) 

From Augustine to Auschwitz



18

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 35

The real root cause of anti-Semitism is the Red Dragon of Revelation 12: Satan. 
Rev. 12 [1]     And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: [2] And she being with child cried, travailing in 
birth, and pained to be delivered. [3] And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red 
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. [4] And his tail drew the 
third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman 
which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. [5] And she brought forth a 
man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his 
throne. [6] And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they 
should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. [7] And there was war in heaven: 
Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, [8] And prevailed 
not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. [9] And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and 
his angels were cast out with him. [10] And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, 
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is 
cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. [11] And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. [12] Therefore 
rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the 
devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. [13] 
And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth 
the man child. [14] And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the 
wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of 
the serpent. [15] And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might 
cause her to be carried away of the flood. [16] And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. [17] And the dragon was wroth 
with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of 
God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

The Red Dragon:  Rev 12
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The apparent motivation is a possible attempt to thwart the Second Coming by 
wiping out the Remnant before they can repent as required…

Hosea 5:15 
I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and 
seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early. 

Mat 23:37-39
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not!   38  Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.  39  For I 
say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Note the origin and destiny of Israel and the origin and destiny of the Church: 
they are clearly different in the Scripture.

The Red Dragon’s drive:
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From Genesis 12 onward, the Biblical message focuses on four unconditional 
covenants that God made with Abraham and his descendants through Isaac and 
Jacob. 

The only conditional covenant was the Mosaic covenant.

It is blasphemy to claim that God has discarded Israel, has abandoned His 
promises and His covenants.   

Can God break His word and still be God ???

Yet that is what is commonly believed and taught throughout the church today.
This lie has been the root of the misguided policies since Constantine and is 
still leading the Middle East — and the whole world — toward Armageddon.

Israel in the Past—Elected
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Seven “I Will’s”: 
And I will make of thee a great nation,
and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing:
And I will bless them that bless thee,
and curse him that curseth thee:
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

To the Samaritan woman at the well:Salvation is of the Jews: John 4:22.
Warning to Anti-Semites
This curse is still valid:  Note the Sheep and Goat Judgment at the 2nd Coming

Mt 25:31 4 groups are present
The Lord, his brethren, the Sheep nations on His right who treated His 
brethren favorably, the Goat nations on His left who ignored the plight of 
His brethren.

The sheep and goats are the Gentile nations;   Who are His brethren ??
The Church cannot be present during the Tribulation since in the church 
there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile.

Abrahamic Covenant - Genesis 12:1-3
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Coincidence is NOT Kosher !!!
(this info pre-dates the events of 2005 which track equally as well..)

What do these major record-setting events have in common? 
– Nine of the ten costliest insurance events in U.S. history 
– Six of the seven costliest hurricanes in U.S. history 
– Three of the four largest tornado outbreaks in U.S. history 
– Nine of the top ten natural disasters in U.S. history ranked by FEMA relief costs 
– The two largest terrorism events in U.S. history

All of these major catastrophes transpired on the very same day or within 24-hours of 
U.S. presidents Bush, Clinton and Bush applying pressure on Israel to:

– trade her land for promises of "peace and security," 
– sponsoring major "land for peace" meetings, 
– making major public statements pertaining to Israel's covenant land and/or
– calling for a Palestinian state within the lands promised to Israel. 

Are each one of these major record-setting events just a coincidence or awe-inspiring signs that God is 
actively involved in the affairs of Israel? 

“Eye to Eye: Facing the Consequences of Dividing Israel” by Bill Koenig 

"And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against 
Jerusalem."   Zechariah 12:9

I will gather all nations and will bring them down into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and there will I deal 
with and execute judgment upon them for [their treatment of] My people and of My heritage Israel, 
whom they have scattered among the nations and [because] they have divided My land.   Joel 3:2
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The Palestinian Covenant
The Jews were promised the Land: Gen 12:7; 13:14-17 (“forever). 

The Title Deed was sealed in Gen 15:9-19 — note who were the 
performing parties: there was only one. 

This was a unilateral covenant. 
[Note: 10 nations in opposition...is this deed related to Rev 5?]

Moses and Ezekiel confirm the covenant. 
(Curses are just as binding as blessings: Deut 30:1-8; Ezek 16:59-63). 

Not conditional: “when,” not “if,” delineates the consequences and prophetic 
destiny.  

Amplified and confirmed in Ezek 36:17-28.
The Davidic Covenant

2 Sam 7:11-16.   Prophesied in the time of the Judges: Ruth, Ch 4. 
Confirmed to Mary: Luke 1:30-33 (throne to be vacant for a period of 
time: Hos 3:4,5). 
Yet future: Ezek 37:21-28; Acts 1:3-6; Acts 15:16-18 (q. Amos 9:8-9).

The Palestinian and Davidic Covenant
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Jer 31:31-34   Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: [32] Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, 
saith the Lord: [33] But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. [34] And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord; 

for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 

The unilateral “I Will” again. 
This covenant is partially in force. 

Available to the Christian through his union with Christ, a son of Abraham and David.

Gal 3:29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 

Heb 10:14-18   For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
[15] Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, [16] 
This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put 

my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; [17] And their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more. [18] Now where remission of these is, there is no more 

offering for sin. 

The New Covenant replaces which Old Covenant
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Is God a liar? Num 23:19; Ezek 36:22.
Romans 9 - 11:  Who is Israel, 

Why are they presently “blinded” and set aside for a time, and 
What is their subsequent destiny prophetically?”

Israel’s Present Rejection
• neither total  Rom 11:1-10
• nor final  Rom 11:11-32
• “Until” of Rom 11:25 is Rev 7. 

Romans 11:25     For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness 
in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.

The exact number is known to God (2 Tim 2:19).
2 Tim. 2:19   Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having 
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 

The New Covenant
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Myth No. 2:  Preterism and The Preterists
The Catholic scholar, Crampon, took Origen’s and Augustine’s commentary and allegorical 
interpretations and attempted to apply Scriptural prophecy to historic events.
Crampom points to Joachim de Flore, who at the end of the twelfth century, divided up the 
seals, trumpets and vials to cover the centuries which had preceded him, thus demonstrating 
that the time of the end had come. 
500 years later, Holzhauser re-divided prophecy, assigning the seals, trumpets and vials to 
other historical facts, to bring it up and cover to his day and age.
Crampon's own summary sums up the problem with this intrepretation:

"But are not many of the symbols much too great and out of all proportion with the events 
to which they are applied?  Bossuet himself and most of those who have followed him 
have felt this difficulty and to protect their system have recognized that their historical 
applications indeed do not exhaust the whole of the meaning of the apocalyptic visions.  
We would then ask the partisans of this method a direct question.  If on your own 
admission the events to which we apply the prophetic texts answer only feebly and 
partially to the great symbols and energetic expressions of these texts, on what do you 
base your right thus to apply them?  Since you have no true exegetical reasons, is it that 
you have taken up your interpretation because you have found some authorization in the 
tradition of the fathers?  There is no such tradition.  Before the sixteenth century not a 
single father or commentator ever applied the great prophecies of the Apocalypse to the 
events that brought about or accompanied the fall of the Roman Empire and the history of 
the Church."

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 44

Myth No. 3: 10 tribes are Lost
• No Biblical basis at all

Epistle of James: “to 12 tribes”
[Jam 1:1]  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve 
tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting

Jesus: “judging the 12 tribes”
[Mat 19:28]  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have 
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of 
his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

[Luk 22:30]  That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Pentecost: 12 tribes
[Act 26:7]  Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and 
night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the 
Jews.

• As yet unfulfilled prophecies about 12 Tribes 
Jacob:     Gen 49
Moses:    Deut 33

• The basis for “British-Israelism” and similar legends (India, America, Scandinavia,…)
Based on a misconception derived from the misreading of passages such as
2 Kgs 17:7-23, 2 Chr 6:6-11 cf.  Jer 3



23

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 45

The Kingdom Divided
In 930 B.C., Jeroboam was ruling in the Northern Kingdom of Israel from his capital 
in Samaria (1 Kgs 11:43-12:33). 

When Jeroboam turned the Northern Kingdom to idolatry, the Levites (and others 
who desired to remain faithful) migrated south to Judah under King Rehoboam
(2 Chr 11:14-17).

Large numbers from the 10 northern tribes (known as Israel) identified themselves 
with the house of David in the southern kingdom (known as Judah) (1 Kgs 12:16-
20; 2 Chr 11:16-17). 

Many aligned themselves with Judah, the southern kingdom, and with the house 
of David to worship the Lord (2 Chr 19:4; 30:1,10,11,25,26; 34:5-7,22;  35:17,18).

Horrified that Jeroboam had set up a rival religion with golden calf worship at Bethel 
and Dan, many Northerners moved south, knowing that the only place acceptable to 
God was the Temple on Mt. Moriah (Deut 12:5-7; 16:2-6; Isa 18:7). 

Likewise, those in Judah in the south who favored idolatry moved north to Israel 
under Jeroboam’s rule. 

Later, when Asa reigned as king in the south, another great company came from 
the north (2 Chr 15:9) into the southern kingdom.
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The Great Vote
Years after the deportation from conquered Israel by Assyria, King Hezekiah of 
Judah issued a call to all Israel to come and worship in Jerusalem and celebrate 
Passover (2 Chr 30:5-21). 
80 years later, King Josiah of Judah also issued a call and an offering for the 
temple was received from “Manasseh and Ephraim and all the remnant of Israel...”
(2 Chr 34:9).
Eventually, all 12 tribes were represented and living in the south: 

God addresses the 12 tribes in the south:
“Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all 
Israel in Judah and Benjamin...” (2 Chr 11:3).

We are called “Americans” but the vast majority of us or our ancestors migrated 
here from other places.
In the same way, the “Judah / Jews” came to be the name used for all the peoples 
living in the Southern Kingdom (2 Kgs 17:18, et al. Cf. 1 Kgs 11:13,32, etc.), not 
just the true descendants of Judah…

When encountering tribal designations, it is important to distinguish between the 
territories allocated to the tribes and the people themselves.
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The Northern Kingdom Falls
724 B.C. Shalmaneser V besieged Samaria for three years. 

King Hoshea of Israel attempted to revolt against paying Assyrians annual tribute 
money (a treaty with Pharaoh of Egypt did not help) and Samaria, Jeroboam’s 
capital, fell in 722 B.C. (2 Kgs 18:2).

722-721 B.C. Sargon II seized power.   Assyrians pulled down towers, took 27,290 
captives, placed an Assyrian ruler over the city, and looted it.

The Assyrians had a policy of mixing conquered peoples to keep them from 
organizing a revolt and to break them of their own identity, traditions and beliefs.

The Israelite captives were mixed with Persians and others; 
Not all from the northern kingdom was deported. 

Strangers from far-off lands were resettled in Samaria.   
The resulting mixed, quasi-Jewish populations resulted in the 
“Samaritans” (John 4:20 ).

Archaeologists have uncovered archives of the Assyrian Sargon, in which he tells that 
he carried away only 27,290 people and 50 chariots. (Biblical Archaeologist, VI, 1943, p.58). 
Estimates of the population of the northern kingdom at that time range from 400,000 to 
500,000; 

less than 1/20th were deported — mostly the leadership from around the capital, 
Samaria.
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The Babylonians Take Over
722 B.C. When the Northern Kingdom went into captivity all 12 tribes were represented 
in the south. 

The Northern Kingdom was taken by Assyria as slaves, which were a valuable 
commodity.  The Assyrians would not have let them wander off to Europe.

586 B.C. When the Babylonians took the Southern Kingdom of Judah into captivity, 
almost 150 year later, members of all 12 tribes of Israel were involved. 

When the Babylonians conquered Assyria, the descendants of the captives from the 
North were very likely again commingled with recent the captives from Judah.

Isaiah, prophesying to Judah, refers to them as the “House of Jacob” which are called by 
the name of Israel...” (Isa 48:1; Isa 48:12-14).

Isaiah 48:1     Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of 
Israel, and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of 
the Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in 
righteousness. 
Isaiah 48:12-14     Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I am 
the first, I also am the last. [13] Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, 
and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up 
together. [14] All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear; which among them hath 
declared these things? The Lord hath loved him: he will do his pleasure on Babylon, 
and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans. 
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What’s in a name ??
Even before the death of Rehoboam, God looked upon the Hebrew residents of Judah 
the as a unity with all 12 tribes represented

“all Israel in Judah and Benjamin” (2 Chr 11:3). 
After the Babylonian captivity, the terms Jew and Israelite are used interchangeably: 

• Ezra calls the returning remnant “Jews” 8 times and “Israel” 40 times. 
Ezra speaks of “all Israel” (Ezra 2:70; 3:11; 8:35; 10:25,et al.). 

• Nehemiah calls them Jews 11 times and Israel 22 times. 
Nehemiah speaks of “all Israel being back in the land (Neh 12:47). 

The remnant who returned from Babylon is represented as “the nation” (Mal 1:1).
Our Lord is said to have offered Himself to the nation, “the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel” (Mt 10:5-6; 15:24). 
The New Testament speaks of:

• “Israel” 75 times and “Jew” 174 times (Acts 21:39; 22:3; Rom 11:1; 2 Cor 11:22; 
Phil 3:5,etc.) 
• “The twelve tribes” (Acts 26:7; Jas 1:1).
• Other tribes than Judah are mentioned specifically in the NT as being 
represented in the land (Mt 4:13,15; Lk 2:36; Acts 4:36; Phil 3:5) 
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Do you have any Photo ID ???
Anna knew her tribal identity (the tribe of Asher; Lk 2:30); 

Paul knew he was of the tribe of Benjamin: a “Jew” and an “Israelite,” Rom 11:1); 

Peter cries: 

“Ye men of Judea” (Acts 2:14) and 
“ye men of Israel...” (Acts 2:22 ) and
“All the house of Israel” (Acts 2:36).

The Dry Bones Vision (Ezek 36, 37; Isa 11:11, et al.) declares Judah (“Jews”: 
Judah) and Israel (“10 tribes”) shall be joined as one in the regathering (Ezek 
37:16-17, 21-22). 

This is happening and is true today. 

Note: The total physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were not the 
people to whom the promises were made but the believing, faithful portion of 
them (Rom 2:28-29, Rom 9:4-7, Gal 3:29, Gal 6:16, Phil 3:3).

There is an event coming that will awaken them to the fact that the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob once again has His hand upon them (Ezek 38, 39). 

Listen to the news…any day now….
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What was your port of entry ??

Abraham

(Sarah)
Issac

(Hagar)
Ishmael

(Rebecca)
Jacob

(Rebecca)
Esau

(Zipah)

Gad
Asher

(Leah)

Reuben
Simeon
Levi

Judah
Issachar
Zebulen

(Rachel)

Joseph
Manasseh
Ephraim

Benjamin

(Bilhah)

Dan
Naphtali

The 12 Tribes of Israel
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20+ Listings of the 12 Tribes
Genesis:

29-35 Origin; natural order of Jacob’s 12 sons.
46 Entering Egypt.
49 Jacob’s Prophetic Blessing.

Exodus:
1 Entering Egypt (Joseph omitted, being 

in Egypt).
Numbers:

1:1-15 Leaders (Levi omitted).
1:20-43 1st Census (Levi omitted).
2 Order of the camp (Only order given 

three times: 2, 7, 10).
7 Offerings.
10 Order of March.
13 Spies (Levi omitted).
26 2nd Census (Levi omitted).
34 Dividing the Land (Eastern tribes 

omitted).
Deuteronomy:

27 Blessings and cursings.
33 Blessing of Moses (Simeon omitted). 
34 Order is geographical:

(Benjamin is before Joseph.)

Joshua:
13-22 Allocation of territories. (In four 

groups to furnish cities for four 
classes of priests.)

Judges:
5 Song of Deborah. (Judah and 

Simeon omitted).
1 Chronicles:

2:1,3-8 Genealogies. (Zebulon omitted; 
Dan in v.7?).

12, 27 Officers under David (Gad and 
Asher omitted in 1 Chr 27).

Ezekiel:
48 Kingdom Divisions, Millennium.

Revelation:
7 Sealing of 12,000 from each 

tribe (Dan omitted).
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The 12, 13, 14 Tribes of Israel

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 54

Bible Listings - Order
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Bible Listings - Order
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Programs! Get your programs…
Can’t tell the players without your program…

* Judah precedes Reuben – who was the eldest 
- Messiah came out of Judah 
- Reuben lost his birthright  1 Chron 5.1-2  (Gen 35:22)

* Asher and Naphali were the 8th and 6th sons of Jacob.
* Dan is omitted - Dannites are often associated with idolatry

Gen 49:17,  Judges 18:30-31,  1 Kings 12:29,  Jer 8:16,  Deut 29:18-21
Some believe indicates that anti-christ comes out of the tribe of Dan
Dan is preserved as a tribe and is listed 1st in the allotment during the millennium   Ezek 48.1 
There will come a time when ‘Dan' is converted.

* Manasseh is added.  He was the 1st son of Joseph who was the 11th son of Jacob. 
Manasseh and Ephraim were included in the 12 tribes even though they were Joseph’ sons.  

One takes Joseph's place the other Levi's place in the tribal listings.
Usually it is Manasseh and Ephraim when referring to Joseph.  Here it is Manasseh and 
Joseph.

• Simeon was Jacob's 2nd son.  
Lost the birthright with Levi during the events of Gen 34.

* Levi, Jacob's 3rd son, had no tribal allotment 
Levites were assigned as priests and temple workers and dwellers Deut 18:1

* Joseph   Here Ephram is called Joseph.
The rebellious northern kingdom (Israel) was often called Ephraim.  

Was Ephriam omitted due to historically persistent rebellion. ???
* Benjamin, Jacob's youngest son is listed last.

Judah and Benjamin were the 2 tribes that remained in the kingdom of Judah when the other 
10 separated into the northern kingdom of Israel in Rehoboam's day   1 Kings 12.16-24

Rev 7:5-8  
Judah. 

Reuben. 
Gad.

Asher. 
Nepthali. 

Manasseh
Simeon. 

Levi. 
Issachar.
Zebulon. 
Joseph. 

Benjamin.
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Hebrew English
Adam Man (is)
Seth Appointed
Enosh Mortal
Kenan Sorrow; (but)
Mahalalel The Blessed God
Jared Shall come down
Enoch Teaching (that)
Methuselah His death shall bring
Lamech The Despairing
Noah Rest (and) Comfort. 
The Gospel hidden within a genealogy in Genesis!

Gen 5 – The Gospel in the Torah
All together now …
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Birth Order – What’s it mean

Gen 29:32 Reuben “God has seen my affliction”
Gen 29:33 Simeon “Heard”
Gen 29:34 Levi “Joined to”
Gen 29:35 Judah “Praise”
Gen 30:6 Dan “Judge”
Gen 30:8 Naphtali “Wrestling;” “Struggles”
Gen 30:11 Gad “Troop;” “fortune”
Gen 30:13 Asher “Happy”
Gen 30:18 Issachar “Recompense”
Gen 30:20 Zebulun “Exalted”
Gen 30:24 Joseph “YHWH has added”
Gen 35:18 Benjamin “Son of the right hand”
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Revelation 7 List Order – What’s it all mean ??

Judah Praise the Lord,
Reuben He has looked on my affliction (and)
Gad granted good fortune.
Asher Happy am I,
Napthali my struggling
Manasseh has made me forget my sorrow.
Simeon God hears me;
Levi has joined me,
Issachar purchased me, (and)
Zebulun exalted me
Joseph God is adding to me
Benjamin the Son of His right hand.

Rev 7:5-8
Judah 
Reuben 
Gad
Asher
Nepthali
Manasseh
Simeon
Levi
Issachar
Zebulun
Joseph
Benjamin
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WHY ??
1 Cor. 10:11   Now all these things happened unto them for 

ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come. 

G5179 tupos

1) a figure formed by a blow or impression
1a) of a figure or image
1b) of the image of the gods

2) an example
2a) in the technical sense, the pattern in conformity to which a thing 
must be made
2b) prototype
2c) in a doctrinal sense of a type, i.e. a person or thing prefiguring a 
future (Messianic) person or thing
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Dan!   Where are you??
• Prophecies concerning Dan:

– Jacob: “A serpent…” (Gen 49:17)
– Moses: “Leap from Bashan” ( Deut 33:22)

• Left allocated territories ( Judg 18)
• Cowardice under Deborah and Barak

Deborah: “Didn’t leave his ships” (Judg 5:17)
• Omitted from genealogies (1 Chr 1-8)
• Not sealed in the Tribulation (Rev 7)
• Tribe through which idolatry entered the land (Lev 24:10-16; Judg 18:1,2,30-31)

Idolaters to be separated; name to be blotted out: Deut 29:18-21. 
• A leader in apostasy under Jeroboam (1 Kgs 12:28-30)

– and 100 years later (2 Kgs 10:29)
– the “Voice of Calamity” (Jer 4:14; Amos 8:14) (in the Hebrew)
– Curse: Jer 8:16

• Idolaters name to be blotted out (Deut 29:18-21)
Dan will judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel (Gen 49:16)

Dan inherits in the Millennium; is mentioned first (Ezek 48:1)
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The Mysteries of the Tribe of Dan: Jacob’s Prophecy
Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall be a 
serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that 
his rider shall fall backward.   Genesis 49:16-17

By camping adjacent to each other, the tribes of Reuben and Gad became 
“chums” (apparently also with some of those from Manasseh).
Dan’s tribal ensign was originally the Serpent (Gen 49:16,17) and they 
camped North of the Camp (Num 2:25); “Sides of north” Cf. Isa 14:12,13.
Ahiezer, their chief at the time of the Exodus (Num 1:12 2:25 10:25;1 Chr
12:3) replaced the serpent with the eagle as ensign, always the ensign of 
Israel’s enemies…

[Eagle replacement: Merrill F. Unger, Unger’s Bible Dictionary, Moody Press, Chicago, 1966, pp.235-
236.]

The tribe of Dan had the largest population (Num 1:39) but the smallest land 
allocation, W of Benjamin. 

It lost territory after the death of Sampson (Judg 16-21) and resettled at 
Laish in the North; “Leap from Bashan” (Deut 33:22).
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12 Tribes Map

The tribes were allocated their 
lands by casting lots.

Dan was unable to subdue 
the Philistines and took over 

Laish in the north

BezerBezer

HebronHebron

ShechemShechem

GolanGolan

KadeshKadesh

RamothRamoth
GileadGilead

6 of these cities 
were designated 
”Cities of Refuge”

The Levites were allotted no 
lands but were given 48 cities 

spread across the country.
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The Mysteries of the Tribe of Dan: Moses’ Prophecy
“Leap from Bashan”: Deut 33:22

Deut. 33:22  And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp: he shall leap from 
Bashan.

Were Troy and Sparta Jewish? 

Areus, King of the Lacdemonians, to Onias, the High Priest : 

“We have met with a certain writing, whereby we have  
discovered that both the Jews and the Lacedemonians are of 
one stock, and are derived from the kindred of Abraham.”

Josephus, Antiquities XII iv 10   Cf. V iii 1

Are they the ancestors of:

• Antiochus Epiphanes
• Titus Vespasian
• The Coming World Leader?
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The Camp of Israel – Numbers 1-2

The 12 tribes were organized into 4 camps, 
each was to rally around the ensign of a 
specific tribe.   Each camp was to camp East, 
West, North, or South of the central area 
where the tribe of Levi – the priests - camped 
and the Tabernacle was setup.    If camp 
instructions were followed literally on one 
could camp in any direction from Levi but 
exactly on a compass ordinal.   Arranging the 
camp site in this way and using the census 
figures, looking at the Israelites camp while in 
the wilderness from above – God’s viewpoint 
certainly provides a new perspective.

The Camp of Judah (Lion)

Judah 74,600
Issachar 54,400
Zebulon 57,400

The Camp of Ruben (Man)

Ruben 46,500
Simeon 59,300
Gad 45,600

The Camp of Dan (Eagle)

Dan 62,700
Naphtali 53,400
Asher 41,500

The Camp of Ephraim (Ox)

Ephraim 40,500
Masasseh 32,200
Benjamin 35,400

C
am

p of Judah
186,400

East
C

am
p of 

E
phtaim
108,100

Camp of 
Ruben
154,400

Camp of 
Dan

157,600

N
orthSo

ut
h

West

Ox

Lion

EagleM
an

Levi
157,600

TabernacleTabernacle
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The Seed of the Serpent?
Dan’s genealogy may link Antiochus Epiphanes, Titus Vespasian, and The Coming 
World Leader...and yet, Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel 
(Gen 49:16) and Dan inherits in the Millennium (Ezek 48:1).

The New Europe
• Belief in the Merovingian lineage held among powerful activists 
• May have a role in the final confrontations (Titus Vespasian may have been a 
descendant of Antiochus IV)
• Occultists have been behind much of modern history.

Eagle as an Ensign
• Eagle is historically the symbol of Israel’s Enemies

– Greeks [Spartans, Trojans]
• Antiochus Epiphanes

– Romans
• Titus Vespasian

– Herod
– Byzantium, Russia (Romanofs)
– Franks, Germans
– British

Merovingian lineage: Hersey and false belief that Jesus and Mary 
Magdalene had offspring and that the line is identifiable today.
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The Role of the Occult in Modern History
• The Thule Society became the Nazi Party

Hitler’s preoccupation with the occult
– Longinus’ Spear
– The Ark of the Covenant

• The Maastricht Treaty stratagems

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 68

Great Seal of the United States
13 Colonies E Plurbis Unum

“Out of many, One”

32 Wing Feathers
32 Wing Feathers

9 Tail Feathers
Circle of Nine
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Great Seal of the United States

All Seeing Eye
The Open Eye of Egypt

“Mind’s Eye” of the Gnostics

Annuit Coeptis
“Announcing the birth of”

1776: Birth of Illuminati

Novus New
Ordo Order
Seclorum (Secular) World
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Twilight;s Last Gleaming151 foot statue of Mary Magdalene
- Wearing a toga
- Holding the “Grail” as a torch
- in one of the major ports of the world

Sculptured by Auguste Bartoldi

Funded by Freemasons of the Merovingian Line
Merovingian lineage: Hersey and false belief 

that Jesus and Mary Magdalene had offspring 
and that the line is identifiable today.
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The United States Symbols
Great Seal of the United States

The Great Seal was designed and accepted in 1782 by Freemasons; influenced 
by European mysticism;   put on the dollar bill in 1935 by Henry A. Wallace, VP 
under FDR.   Wallace was fascinated by the occult.

Eagle: 
Egyptian Sun god Amun Ra;   Egyptians, Greeks, and Persians: eagle sacred to 
the sun.   The eagle was a symbol of the Tribe of Dan; also the Living Symbol of 
Mendes, a representative of the Sun.

All Seeing Eye: 
The Open Eye of Egypt;  Symbol of Osiris;  “Mind’s Eye” of the Gnostics; May 1, 
1776: “Illuminati”; Adam Weishaupt, Prof of Law, Univ of Englestasdt, Bavaria.

More Surprises?
• 151 ft. statue of Mary Magdalene, wearing a toga, and holding the “Grail” as a 
torch, in one of the major ports of the world
• Sculptured by Auguste Bartholdi
• Funded by Freemasons of the Merovingian Line?
• We may be in a far deeper spiritual warfare than we have any idea!
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Types

The Order of the Camp Num 2

Manna John 6:35

Brazen Serpent John 3:14

Water from the Rock 1 Cor 10:4
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Ephraim!  What did you do ??

Ephraim is referred to but only in an indirect, off handed manner: 
Joseph had 2 sons: Manasseh + Ephraim. 

Manasseh and Joseph are listed as being sealed.  
Ephrain is not identified by his own name…but he is there 
and is sealed.

Joseph = Manasseh + Ephraim
Joseph - Manasseh = Ephraim. 

Ephraim was also associated with Jeroboam’s idolatry 
Hosea 4:17    Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone. 
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Revelation 7:9-17
[9] After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;
[10] And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb.
[11] And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four 
beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,
[12] Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.
[13] And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in 
white robes? and whence came they?
[14] And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.
[15] Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: 
and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.
[16] They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat.
[17] For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
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(Rev. 7:1-8, Free Translation)
Revelation 7:9-17 The Great Awakening
"After this I saw and behold a great multitude which no one was able to number from 
out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 and they cry 
with a great voice saying, Salvation to our God who is sitting upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb.
"And all the messengers were standing in the circle of the throne and of the elders and 
of the four living creatures, and fell down before the throne, upon their faces and 
worshiped God, 12 saying, Amen: the blessing, and the glory, and the wisdom, and the 
thanksgiving, and the honor, and the power, and the strength be to our God, through 
the ages of the ages; Amen.
"And one of the elders asked, saying unto me, These who are arrayed with the white 
robes, who are they and whence came they? 14 And I said unto Him, My Lord, Thou 
knowest. And He said to me, These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, 
and they wash their own robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. 15 For 
this reason they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His 
temple; and He who is sitting on the throne shall dwell over them. "They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun fall upon them nor any heat; 17 
because the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and will lead 
them to fountains of waters of life; and God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.
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Apparently John is still confused by the sight of the Martyrs and hearing that they 
must wait for 

“their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfilled.”

So, He is shown:

Rev 7:9-10  After this [Meta Tauta]… a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;
10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb.

It is then explained to him by one of the elders that:

Rev 7:14  … These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

John was apparently moved ahead in time a bit and is being shown those 
fellowservants that the martyrs under the altar were told to wait patiently for…

Rev 6:9-11  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10  And they cried with a 

loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on 
them that dwell on the earth? 11  And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was 
said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their 

brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 
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Rev 7:9-10  After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the 

Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;
10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 

and unto the Lamb.

Those who remain faithful and true out of all the earth's peoples during the time of persecution 
will stand before God, clothed by Him, purified, in joy, worshipping, praising and thanking Him.

Our Hope is not just uncertain, wishful thinking –
The ‘hope’ of the redeemed is the confident looking forward 

to the return of our Lord Jesus !
Our Hope is what we believe - What we are certain of - concerning our future.   

Hope is the spiritual forces that empowers us to act today based on what we believe 
about our future.  

My hope allows me to be able to endure the current circumstances.

Hope is what I believe about the future that causes me to act as I act today…
2Co 4:14-18  We know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and 

present us to God together with you. 15  All this is for your sake so that, as his grace spreads, it will 
increase the thanksgiving of more and more people to the glory of God. 16  That's why we are not 

discouraged. No, even if our outer man is wearing out, our inner man is being renewed day by day. 
17  This light, temporary nature of our suffering is producing for us an eternal weight of glory, 

far beyond any comparison, 18  because we do not look for things that can be seen but for 
things that cannot be seen. For things that can be seen are temporary, but things that cannot 

be seen are eternal.
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Rev 7:9-10  After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, 

saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.

This is possibly the greatest harvest of souls the world has ever seen! 
Isa 49:10-12; 60:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:16-21

John sees a multitude so large no one could count its size standing before the 
throne of God in heaven.

These are not just Israelites but represent the redeemed from 
all the nations of the earth 

from out of the tribulation…
Matt 28:19   Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Matt 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 

witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 
Acts 1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 

and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

Apparently the great commission has been fullfilled !!!
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Rev 7:9-10  After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, 

saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.

The work of God's 2 witnesses, the 144,000 and the effect of God's judgments upon 
the earth and wicked convinces many to be converted and saved.

They all shout with a loud voice – “salvation to our God”
roughly the meaning of Hosanna: Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord; 

The multitude that was seen beneath the alter at the breaking of Seal 5 is certainly a 
part of this group… Rev 6:9-11

What had been the prayer and plea of those martyrs has now become a song 
of praise and declaration of fact by the multitude before the throne…

They all held palm branches …
Note:  Jesus triumphal entry of Jesus to Jerusalem - Palm Sunday

Joh 12:12-13  On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when 
they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13  Took branches of palm 
trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of 
Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Linked with Feast of Tabernacles 
Lev 23:39,43; 2 Chr 20:19; Ezra 3:11- 12; Jn 12:12-13; Neh 8:15-17
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[1] O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: 
because his mercy endureth for ever. 

[2] Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 
[3] Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 
[4] Let them now that fear the Lord say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

[5] I called upon the Lord in distress: 
the Lord answered me, and set me in a large place. 

[6] The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me? 
[7] The Lord taketh my part with them that help me: 

therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me. 
[8] It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man. 
[9] It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in princes. 
[10] All nations compassed me about: 

but in the name of the Lord will I destroy them. 
[11] They compassed me about; yea, they compassed me about: 

but in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. 
[12] They compassed me about like bees; they are quenched as the fire of thorns:

for in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. 
[13] Thou hast thrust sore at me that I might fall: 

but the Lord helped me. 
[14] The Lord is my strength and song, and is become my salvation. 
[15] The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: 

the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. 
[16] The right hand of the Lord is exalted: 

the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly.

Hallel:  Psalm 113-118  
Songs of praise

Psalm 118:1-29
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[17] I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 
[18] The Lord hath chastened me sore: 

but he hath not given me over unto death. 
[19] Open to me the gates of righteousness: 

I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord: 
[20] This gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall enter. 
[21] I will praise thee: 

for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. 
[22] The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 

[23] This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 
[24] This is the day which the Lord hath made; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
[25] Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: 

O Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 
[26] Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 

we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord. 
[27] God is the Lord, which hath shewed us light: 

bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.
[28] Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: 

thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 
[29] O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Hallel:  Psalm 113-118  
Songs of praise

Psalm 118:1-29
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Rev 7:11-12  And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and 
the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,

And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb.   12 Saying, 

Amen: 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, 

be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen.

At the sound of praise, the angels gather around the elders and living beings and join 
in the worship…

The elders (representing the redeemed from the ‘church age’) are joined in their 
praise by this new larger group which now includes:

The redeemed of the Old Testament – The Chruch
The Martyrs – The Redeemed out of the Tribulation

The angels of God
Phi 2:9-11  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 

which is above every name: 10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11  And that 

every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Rev 7:12  Saying, Amen: 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be 

unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen.

The seven fold blessing begins and ends with ‘Amen‘: “It is so…”
• Blessing – Praise; Fair speech, Good
• Glory – Majesty, Esteem
• Wisdom - Source of truth and giver of knowledge and right judgment
• Thanksgiving – Gratitude to the giver of salvation and provider of grace
• Honor – High position, Respect, Authority
• Power - Ability, Influence
• Strength - Endurance, Might

This is the same 7 fold blessing as in Rev 5:12 except ‘Thanksgiving’ replaces ‘Riches’

Rev. 5:12  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 

Jesus inheritance has now come to Him; it is now in His full possession…. 
- in Rev 5, His riches, His inheritance, were yet to be in His possession 
- here as John is permitted to see further into the future to the time when the 
Lord fully possesses ‘His riches’

Thanksgiving is in order.
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Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. 

And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

An elder approaches John sensing his confusion, asking, Who are these in the white robes?  
If they were the righteous O.T. or Church saints this question would be silly…

– John has already seen and recognized them !
These that John now sees are some third group…

John is being shown the final gathering of the redeemed from out of the tribulation, at 
the end of the tribulation period 

Maybe it is shown to him now as an encouragement to him, a vision of hope and 
victory in the midst of the horror and persecution that has been revealed to him 
and the events that will yet take place as the Trumpets sound and the Bowls of 
God’s wrath are poured out on the earth.

John treats the question as being rhetorical in nature and responds with:  
“Sir, you already know!

The Elders answer is: 
“These are they which came out of great tribulation,  - The great tribulation”

Mark 13:19   For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the 
creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be. 

Matthew 24:21   For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.
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Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 

have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

This is not the normal “life” tribulations that all saints endure 
These have come "out"  [gk: ek]  of “the” great tribulation" 

Jesus referred to this time:
Matthew 24:21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

'Then' refers back to Matthew 24:15 
When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 

The Great Tribulation refers to the time following the abomination committed by 
antichrist at the mid-point of the ‘7 year Tribulation Period’ when he places an idol 
for worship in the rebuilt Holy of Holies in the new Temple in Jerusalem and 
proclaims himself to be god.

John has not seen this 'great tribulation' yet 
It has yet to be revealed to him 

when the trumpets sound and 
the vials of God’s wrath are poured out.
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Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 

have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

It is immediately after the great tribulation that Jesus actually returns; the event we call the 
Second Coming

Matthew 24:29-30   Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: [30] And then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they 
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

This group are those who were unsaved at the rapture having not heard the gospel but who 
later, after the Rapture of the Church, heard and acknowledged Jesus as Lord, Messiah….

It may not include those who had heard the gospel prior to the rapture and rejected it.

2 Thes. 2:10-12  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. [11] And for 
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: [12] That 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. 

It is estimated that in today's world there are some 2 billion who have never heard enough of 
the gospel message to make a personal decision for or against it.

Most who accept Christ after the rapture will be martyred for their decision.  
Those new believers who survive it, will live on into the millennial period.
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Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 

have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Washed robes:  Clothes are often representative of a person’s character

When a Christian is baptized (traditionally) they are dressed in a white gown 
symbolizing new life and cleansing from sin; the washing away of the old.

Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 

Zech. 3:1-5  And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the 
Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. [2] And the Lord said unto Satan, 
The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire? [3] Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, 
and stood before the angel. [4] And he answered and spake unto those that stood before 
him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have 
caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. [5] 
And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, 
and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord stood by. 

Exodus 19:10    And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to 
day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes, 

Exodus 19:14  And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the 
people; and they washed their clothes. 

It was not permitted to approach God in unwashed garments…
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Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. 

And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

The Molten Sea – Once and for all cleansing
Psalm 51:1-7  Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according 
unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me 
throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my 
transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. [4] Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be 
clear when thou judgest. [5] Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me. [6] Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part 
thou shalt make me to know wisdom. [7] Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool. 
1 Cor. 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

The Laver – Daily clean up
Eph 5:25-27 …Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26  That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27  That he might present it 
to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish. 
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Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 

have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Matthew 22:1-14 

[1] And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 

[2] The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 
[3] And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would 
not come. [4] Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, 
Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are 
ready: come unto the marriage. [5] But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his 
farm, another to his merchandise: [6] And the remnant took his servants, and entreated 
them spitefully, and slew them. [7] But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he 
sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. [8] Then 
saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not 
worthy. [9] Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the 
marriage. [10] So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as 
many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 

[11] And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a 
wedding garment: [12] And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having 
a wedding garment? And he was speechless. [13] Then said the king to the servants, Bind 
him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. [14] For many are called, but few are chosen. 
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Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 

have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

New Testament references to Jesus blood refer to His life as much as His death.
It cleanses us from all sin.  
Jesus blood washes us, cleanses us and provides for us new (his) life as his 
'life blood' covers us - pays for our sin.

1 John 1:7    But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
Romans 5:9    Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. 
Eph 1:7    In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace; 
1Pe 1:18-19    Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  19  But 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: : 
Col. 1:20    And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 
Heb 9:14    How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God? 
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Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. 

And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Made them white in the blood of the lamb:
Romans 3:21-26   But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets; [22] Even the righteousness of God which is by faith 
of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: [23] For all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; [24] Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: [25] Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God; [26] To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

To us blood indicates injury and death.
To the Hebrews blood indicated life.

A Jew will not eat anything with blood in it (it's life remains in it).
Genesis 9:4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.

Blood (life) must always be sacrificed only to God.
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Rom 3:25-26  God sent Christ to be our sacrifice. Christ offered his life's blood, so that by 
faith in him we could come to God. And God did this to show that in the past he was right to 
be patient and forgive sinners. This also shows that God is right when he accepts people 
who have faith in Jesus. 
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Rev 7:15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun 

light on them, nor any heat.  17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and 

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

These martyrs before the throne, will serve God day and night in His presence 
throughout the millennial period – in the Millennial Temple. 

In heaven there is no night. 
In the new earth; the new Jerusalem there is no temple

Rev. 21:22-25  And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it. [23] And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. [24] And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: 
and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. [25] And the gates 
of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 
Rev. 22:5   And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light 
of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

There will be a great temple in Jerusalem during the millennium Ezek 40-48
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Rev 7:15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 

heat.  17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

Levities (and priests) were appointed to serve in the Temple in the Old Testament.
1 Chron. 9:33  And these are the singers, chief of the fathers of the Levites, 
who remaining in the chambers were free: for they were employed in that 
work day and night. 

The glorified saints will rule with God serving as kings and priests 
- these martyrs will serve in God's presence

Martyrs receive a special crown - the crown of life
James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love him. 
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Rev 7:15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 

heat.  17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

During the great tribulation they could not buy or sell, 
Now they hunger and thirst no more

Rev. 13:17  And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
Matthew 25:34-40   Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: [35] For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: [36] Naked, 
and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me. [37] Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? [38] When saw 
we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? [39] Or when 
saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? [40] And the King shall 
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
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Rev 7:15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 

heat.  17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

Matthew 5:6   Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: 
for they shall be filled. 
John 6:35   And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to 
me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 
John 4:14    But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life. 
John 7:37   In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 
Isaiah 49:10   They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun 
smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs 
of water shall he guide them. 
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Rev 7:15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 

heat.  17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

From the throne of God flows a river of 'living' waters which will supply the entire earth
Rev. 22:1-2  And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of the street of 
it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were 
for the healing of the nations. 

Ezekiel 47:1-5
This is the ‘literal’ water that Jesus spoke to the woman at the well about 

It was real water having a physical and spiritual sustaining quality.
John 4:10-14   Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, 
and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, 
and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou 
hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that 
living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and 
drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? [13] Jesus answered and 
said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: [14] But 
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
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Rev 7:17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

The Lamb of God, Jesus Himself provides for them as the Great Shepherd:
Leads to water and nourishment
Watches over to protect

Psalm 23:1-6  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
[5] Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head 
with oil; my cup runneth over. [6] Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
Isaiah 40:11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. 
Isaiah 49:10 They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he 
that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. 
Rev. 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. 
Psalm 16:11  Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

While this applies to all believers, it is especially comforting to those out of the great 
tribulation who suffer so much that we do not.
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The 144,000 – The Elite …

The 144,000 are destined to be the Lord Jesus’ elite honor guard to accompanying 
the Him on all His movements during His reign on earth.

Their destiny differs from the Church seated with Christ on the throne and 
From the multitude who will serve God day and night in the Temple.

Rev. 14:1-5 
[1] And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an 
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their 
foreheads. 
[2] And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 
[3] And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four 
beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and 
forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 
[4] These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These 
are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were 
redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 
[5] And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the 
throne of God. 
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• Church is kept out of the tribulation Rev 3:10
These came out of the tribulation,

(John didn’t recognize them!)
• Church will sit on thrones 1 Cor 6:2,3; 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 1:6

These stand before thrones
• Church is crowned; 

These are uncrowned.
• Church given Harps 

These given Palms Lev 23:40; John 12:13; Neh 8:17
• Church = sing new song 

These cry with a loud voice
• Church reigns as kings & priests 1 Cor 6:2,3; 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 1:6

These serve Him day and night...

Church (24 elders) vs. the 144,00
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The GREAT TRIBULATION Begins

Rev. 6:17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be 
able to stand? 

Rev. 10:7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when 
he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be 
finished…

Rev. 11:18 … and thy wrath is come…
Rev. 15:1 … seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in 

them is filled up the wrath of God. 
Rev. 16:1 … pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 
Rev. 16:17 … It is done. 


