BEWARE THE LAMB

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

REV 17:1-18
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Revelation 17-18
Also read:
Isaiah 13-14; Jeremiah 50-51
Return of the King – The Final Chapters:
• Chapter 17 Mystery Babylon
• Chapter 18 Mystery Babylon
• Chapter 19 The Return of the King
• Chapter 20 The Millennium
• Chapter 21 Eternity
• Chapter 22 Conclusion
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mystery Babylon
Revelation 17-18
The city and the system.
• Babylon the Great (the City) Ch. 18

• The Great Whore (the System) Ch. 17
– Rides the Beast with 7 heads, 10 horns
– Mother of Harlots and Abominations
– Drunk with the blood of the saints

– Kings
– Merchants
– Those that trade by sea

There is a church that will go through the tribulation:
apostate and unrepentant Thyatira [Rev 2:22].
This woman receives more attention than any other symbol in the book.
She is surrounded by more identifying clues than any other symbol in the book.
Babylon is mentioned 300+ times in the Bible; alluded to 3 times in Jesus Christ’s
genealogy. [Matt 1:11, 12, 17]
It was the capital of the 1st World Dictator and may be the capital of the last World
Dictator.
Want to know if a person holds a serious, literal view of Scripture,
Ask what they believe about Babylon…
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Rev. 17:1-7
[1] And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked
with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the
great whore that sitteth upon many waters: [2] With whom the kings of the earth
have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk
with the wine of her fornication.
[3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit
upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and
ten horns. [4] And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication: [5] And upon her forehead was a
name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. [6] And I saw the woman drunken with the
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I
wondered with great admiration.
[7] And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the
mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven
heads and ten horns.
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Rev. 17:8-18
[8] The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. [9] And here is the mind
which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman
sitteth. [10] And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is
not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. [11] And the
beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into
perdition. [12] And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.
[13] These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
[14] These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for
he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful. [15] And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest,
where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. [16]
And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore,
and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with
fire. [17] For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their
kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. [18] And the woman
which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.
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Revelation 17:1-8 Free Translation
[1] And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked
with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the
great whore that sitteth upon many waters:
[2] With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants
of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.
[3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit
upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and
ten horns.
[4] And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication:
[5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
[6] And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of
the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.
[7] And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the
mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven
heads and ten horns.
[8] The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
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Revelation 17:9-18 Free Translation
[9] And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains,
on which the woman sitteth.
[10] And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet
come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.
[11] And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven,
and goeth into perdition.
[12] And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.
[13] These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
[14] These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for
he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful.
[15] And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth,
are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
[16] And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her
with fire.
[17] For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their
kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.
[18] And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the
kings of the earth.
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Prayer time !!!
John 17 the Lord Jesus refused to pray for the world - at that time …
When He prays for the world it will be for its destruction.
He refused to pray the prayer for them as He had (and still has) for the
company of "his own" who are yet living among and in the midst of the
world.
If He should pray for the world before His own were removed from it,
they would come under the necessary wrath that will flow forth from
God the moment that prayer for the world is offered.
In the pouring out of the seven bowls of God’s wrath, we have God’s
answer to the Lord’s prayer for the “world”.
• He has asked the Father for the nations and for the uttermost parts
of the earth as a possession.
• He proceeds immediately to fulfill the prophecy of the Psalms 2, to
break them with a rod of iron and dash them to pieces like a potter's
vessel.
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Rev 17:1-2

The Lord’s ‘world view’

'And one of the seven messengers which had the seven bowls, came and talked
with me, saying, Come hither, I will show to thee the judgment of the great harlot,
that sitteth upon many waters; 'with whom the kings of the earth committed
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunken with the wine of
her fornication. (Rev. 17:1, 2, Free Translation)
The whole devilish system, called “the world” by our Lord, has at in its nature and
character, rebellion against God.
"If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were
of the world, the world would love his own; but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you"
(John 15:18-19)
1900 years ago, He considered this system so terrible that He refused to pray or
intercede for it.
"I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me" (John 17:9)
This whole godless system can be seen throughout the Old Testament.
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Psalm 2 – Now is the time…
[1] Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
[2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, [3] Let us
break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
[4] He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in
derision.
[5] Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore
displeasure. [6] Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
[7] I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son;
this day have I begotten thee. [8] Ask of me, and I shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession. [9] Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash
them in pieces like a potter's vessel.
[10] Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the
earth. [11] Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. [12] Kiss the
Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.
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Psalm 2 – Now is the time…
In Psalm 2 it is announced that the day will come when the Lord Jesus will pray for
the world not for its conversion but for its judgment.
It opens with a statement by the Holy Spirit concerning the rebellion of the world
system. [Psalm 2:1-2]
The kings of the earth speak against the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, saying,
Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. [Ps 2:3]
The Holy Spirit announces the laughter of God at the puny might of the devil's
strongest efforts, and God the Father speaks from Heaven,
Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. [Ps 2:4-6]
The Lord Jesus now announces that which has already been determined by God
the Father; the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. [Ps 2:7-9]
He proclaims the fact that the Father will give the world rebellion over to the Son
for destruction as soon as He asks for it. [Ps 2:10-12]
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Divide and conquer …
Notice how the whole system, "the world," is divided in the mind of God.

1. First, comes judgment on “ecclesiasticism”, described under the
symbol of "the great whore“ – the false and apostate religious
systems. [Rev 17]
2. Then, “commercialism” is broken under the symbol of "the city."
[Rev 18]
3. Then, “politics” or “government” follows, as the rulers of the
nations are brought to the bar at Armageddon, [Rev 19]
4. Finally, the Satanic “trinity”, the devil, the Antichrist and the False
Prophet, the driving forces and backers of all the earthly
manifestations of "the world" come to their doom. [Rev 20]
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Rev 17:1-2

The great whore

[1] And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and
talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment
of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:
[2] With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.
The ‘whore’ is later identified with the title “Mystery Babylon”
She is called a “harlot” 4 times in this chapter. Called “great” 8 times.
The battle for control - of the state by “religion” and of “religion by the state - is one of
the most dangerous trends in our day.
The enforced paganism in our government and schools is just the beginning.
Old Testament refers to heathen and disobedient cities and peoples as harlots.
• Nahum describes Ninevah: …multitude of the whoredoms of the well-favored
harlot (Nah.3:4)
• Isaiah describes Tyre as a harlot / whore (Isa.23:16-17)
• Jerusalem was occasionally described that way
"How the faithful city has become a harlot!" (Isa.1:21)
"You trusted in your beauty and played the harlot" (Eze.16:15).
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The great whore

[1] And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with
me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore
that sitteth upon many waters:
[2] With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of
the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.
Mother of harlots (note the plural: a brothel ! – all the false religions and doctrines throughout
history are under the control of this ‘madam’)
Ecclesiasticism leads to idolatry
Do you love your church more than you love your Lord ?
Harlotry = false devotion, flatteries (Jer 3:6, 8, 9; Ezek 16:32; Hos 1-2; Rev 2:22);
feigned love, pretended affection, intimacy for favors.
• God is the wronged lover of his people.
When we turn our backs upon God for anything else, it is a sin against God and His love.
Deu 6:5; Deu 10:12; Deu 11:13; Deu 13:3; Deu 30:6; Jos 22:5;
Mat 22:37; Mar 12:30; Luk 10:27; 1Co 2:9;
• The sin of the harlot is not only that she sins herself,
but also that she deliberately persuades and seduces others into sin.
God will never hold anyone guiltless who leads or entices others into sin.
World System: Christ does not pray for the world (John 17:9; 15:18-19).
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Rev 17:1-2 “Sitteth upon many waters”
[1] And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with
me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore
that sitteth upon many waters:
[2] With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of
the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.
John uses many of the OT prophet’s descriptions about literal, ancient Babylon.
For example: Jeremiah calls Babylon "O you who dwell by many waters." Jer.51:13
The Euphrates actually ran under the walls and through Babylon
It was the source for a system of irrigation canals, spreading out in every direction
Symbolically, Waters is used to describe the world’s nations and peoples and tongues
See Rev 17:15
Isaiah, forecasting the invasion of Palestine by Assyria, writes:
"Therefore, behold, the Lord is bringing up against them the waters of the River,
mighty and many, the king of Assyria and all his glory; and it will rise over all its
channels and go over all its banks; and it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow
and pass on, reaching even to the neck" (Isa.8:7-8).
When Jeremiah prophesy’s of the coming invasion:
"Behold, waters are rising out of the north, and shall become an overflowing
torrent; they shall overflow the land, and all that fills it" (Jer.7:2).
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Metro Babylon
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Babylon Inner City Map
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Babylon today – satellite photo
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Saddam’s building program
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Photo – Saddam’s palace and rebuilt ruins
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Rev 17:3

I got carried away…

[3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a
scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
John is carried away by the Spirit into the wilderness to see and understand the
nature of the fiendish system.
John was already “in the spirit”
He had already been carried in the spirit to Heaven (4:2)
He had been shown things in Heaven, before the Throne of God
And things on earth
All from various and different vantage points – or persectives
Later he will be taken to a great and high mountain (21:10).
This was not a strange thing to those who were the channels of inspiration. Many
men have experienced being taken in the spirit:
• Ezekiel was taken up lifted up between the earth and Heaven and brought to
Jerusalem (Ezek. 8:3)
On another occasion he was brought by the Spirit into Chaldea (11:24).
• Philip was caught away by the Spirit after the baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts
8:39).
• Daniel, Paul, and Jesus Himself are among others the Bible mentions…
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Rev 17:3 In the Spirit…
[3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon
a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
John says that he was carried away in the Spirit to a desert place.
The prophets were often received their messages from God by being carried
away ‘in the Spirit.’
"The Spirit lifted me up and took me away" (Eze.3:14).
"The Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven, and brought me in visions
of God to Jerusalem" (Eze.8:3).
"And the Spirit lifted me up, and brought me in the vision by the Spirit of God
into Chaldea to the exiles" (Eze.11:24).
It is not necessary that the Holy Spirit physically moves a man about from place to
place but when in the Spirit the person is often relocated.
When a man is in the Spirit, his horizons – his spiritual insights - are widened;
We live in time, but we become a spectator of eternity in the Spirit.
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you
into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
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Rev 17:3 into the wilderness
[3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon
a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
It was in the desert, the wilderness, that many men of God saw their visions.
That is where Moses met God (Exod.3:1).
It was a day's journey into the wilderness that Elijah met God and regained his
courage and his faith (1 Kings19:4).
The wilderness is where John the Baptist grew to manhood where he received
his message from God (Luke1:80).
Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to settle the way he would
take before he set out to preach and teach and die for men (Matt.4:1).
Maybe there is not enough quiet in our lives for us to hear and focus on the
messages which God is eager to give.
Physically, John was already “in the wilderness” being held a prisoner on Patmos
When John says he is carried away into the wilderness it is because that is
where the woman riding the beast is located – in the wilderness…
The wilderness may be literal or it may be symbolic of the dryness that comes when
truth is not present and righteousness is absent --‘…thirst after righteousness’ Matt 5:6; John 6:35; John 4:13-15
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Too much noise to hear

[3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon
a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
To understand the deeper things of God, it is necessary to get away from
our close association with the things of this world in order to see them
from the perspective of the holiness of God.
Today, the believer by faith is placed on the very throne of God where he
is seen to be seated in the Heavenlies with Christ.
Eph 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
Only when we are in a place so detached from the world, is it possible
to view the works of Satan and to see them as God sees them.
To those earth dwellers, ‘living’ and having their treasures stored up in
Babylon, the place would seem like anything but a wilderness.
But, to the anointed eye it is a moral and a spiritual desert – the home and
headquarters of the `mother of harlots‘ – spiritual rebellion and idolatry…
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

24

12

Wilderness map
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Have a seat …

[3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon
a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
The woman - the whole godless religious system - riding the beast - the political
power on the earth reveal a time when the religious system dominates the
political. (That has happened before with bad results…)
This time it is far worse. Every believing, restraining element has been
removed from all the churches on earth before the tribulation begins.
The woman is seated on a scarlet colored beast. The beast is the woman’s steed.
The woman is in control of the beast. She is riding it …
The mystery of iniquity was and is at work in the world. And, the leaven of false
doctrine, malice, and corruption is at work within the church organization.
The beast is identified by the 7 heads and 10 horns Î the revived Roman Empire.
At times the symbol of ‘beast’ refers to the empire and its political system.
At times it refers to the imperial head of that empire, the Antichrist.
The context determines whether the monarch or the power is in view.
Here the whole political an imperial power system is in view.
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10 ECU Note
Proposed and issued but never circulated

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

27

British: 1984 - European Parliament Stamp
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Greek: €2 coins

This coin depicts a scene from a mosaic in Sparta (third century AD), showing
Europa being abducted by Zeus, who has taken the form of a bull. Europa is a
figure from Greek mythology after whom Europe was named.
Edge lettering of the 2 euro coin: ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΔΗΜΟΚΡΑΤΙΑ * (Hellenic Republic).
Euro and Europe are shown in Greek and Latin.
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Sculpture outside the
European Council of
Ministers Office in
Brussels, Belgium
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Magazine article art

Time magazine article on United
Europe contained the above
graphic

Cover of May 2000 Der Spiegel magazine
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

31

The beast: Rev 13 vs Rev 17 “gory glory …”
[Rev 17:3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit
upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
The beast is scarlet in color.
Scarlet: symbol of the glory of the world – here the beast is colored with glory.
Some believe scarlet is symbolic of the blood shed by the imperial power.
Comparing the descriptions of the beast in Rev 13 and 17, Seiss says,
• Earlier, no color was given;
By this time he has a bloody hue due to his slaughter of the saints.
• Then he had names of blasphemy on his heads;
By this time he is full of them all over.“
• When he first appeared his infernal origin was not visible;
By this time, he has demonstrated that he comes up out of the abyss.
• No explanation of his 7 heads was given earlier. Here the are explained.
• Earlier his 10 horns were noted;
Here they identified as 10 kings who are in power when the beast rises to
power.
The 2 beasts set up an entirely new religion upon earth, a religion which they insist
on making universal. They make war on all existing religions, true or false.
Dan 11:36-39
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Rev 17:3

He’s full of it …

[Rev 17:3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit
upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
The beast is full of names of blasphemy
Daniel 7:8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them
another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up
by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a
mouth speaking great things.
Daniel 7:20 And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which
came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a
mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his
fellows.
Daniel 7:25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and
laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the
dividing of time.
Satan's conflict with God has centered around God’s title as the Most High God
(Isa. 14:14), who is the possessor of Heaven and earth (Gen. 14:19).
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Blasphemy !!! ???

Daniel 11:36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt
himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous
things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be
accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.
2 Thes. 2:4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,
or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God.
Church organizations have frequently been guilty of blasphemy.
A mark of false religions is to usurp the glory that belongs to God alone.
Systems of salvation by works take the glory from God and are thus
blasphemous.
To do wrong, even in the Name of Jesus Christ, is a blasphemy that is often
committed by church courts which act in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ to
carry out selfish and fleshly motives of ecclesiastical politicians.
We are practicing and are being prepared by the enemy to accept what the beast
will do as a matter of normal business.
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Ezek 28 You wanta’ play, ya’ gotta’ pay
Ezekiel's lament against the prince of Tyre.
Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I
am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man,
and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God (Ezek. 28:2).
This whole passage is prophetic of this beast revealed and identified in Rev 13 & 17
His doom is sure ...
Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; …
Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; Behold, therefore I
will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall
draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile
thy brightness.
They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them
that are slain in the midst of the seas.
Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be
a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee.
Thou shalt die the death of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for
I have spoken it, saith the Lord God (Ezek. 28:6-10).
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Rev 17:3 a system headquartered in a city
[Rev 17:3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit
upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
The symbolism of a woman leading humanity into spiritual fornication has already
been established Æ Jezebel and the letter to the church at Thyatira (Rev 2:20)
The woman riding the beast is the false religious system that derives its authority and
power ‘on the back of the first beast’ – the antichrist.
The ‘false end times religion’ is led by the second beast, the beast from the earth,
the false prophet.
Commentator’s debate:
Throughout history this religious system has also been identified by the city of its
headquarters. Various commentators identify it as:
• Jerusalem
• Rome
• Babylon
• even New York
Today, most either claim it to be:
Literal Rome (the Vatican and church history - a spiritual Babylon) – or –
Literal, rebuilt Babylon, located on the banks of the Euphrates River in Iraq
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1 Kings 16-21 - Jezebel
“Queen of Heaven”:

A Babylonian concept: Jer 7:18; Jer 44:15-30.

“Deep things of Satan”:

Esoteric mysteries of the Babylonian cults...

Read about Ashtoreth (Judg 2:13; 10:6; cf. 1 Sam 31:10; 1 Kgs 11:5,33);
The Groves (phallic symbols), Deut 16:21; and
The Abomination of Sidonians, 2 Kgs 23:3,6,7; Ezek 36:15.
Compare with the Mustard Plant and the Woman & the Leaven parable in Matt 13.
See also Lev 2; 1 Cor 5:7, 8.
The church at Thyatira [Rev 2:18-29 ] “tolerated” it: they raised no protest.
In 378 A.D., Damasus, the bishop of Rome, took on the office of Pontifex Maximus,
(high priest) of the Babylonian religion, which had previously been the prerogative of
the Roman emperor, thus combining the “Christian” church with pagan religion — an
act which has never been subsequently separated:
The ceremonies, rites, titles, vestments...celibate priests, Mariolatry, image and crucifix
worship, veneration of saints, adoration of the host...papal infallibility,
transubstantiation, etc...all idolatry thinly veneered by Christian nomenclature.
Most of which have Babylonian pagan worship belief and practice as an origin.
[Lack of immediate punishment should not be misunderstood for laxity:
Ecc 8:11; Isa 26:10.]
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:3-6 Let’s get together …
[3] So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a
scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
The beast she rides that:
• Is scarlet colored
• Is full of names of blasphemy
• Has 7 heads and 10 horns
This beast she rides is the political system led by the anti-christ (See Rev 13 notes).

[4] And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and
precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and
filthiness of her fornication: [5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH. [6] And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood
of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.
The woman was:
• arrayed in purple and scarlet color,
• decked with gold and precious stones and pearls,
• has a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication,
• on her forehead has a name written,
MYSTERY: BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
• is drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Modern Ecumenical Religion and Tolerance
1. Biblical Christianity becoming increasingly not tolerated, is deemed politically incorrect and
often illegal…
2. Watch the Vatican position itself for ‘global’ influence and leadership – the woman who ‘rides
the Scarlet beast until the 10 horns, the political structure forming around Anti-christ’s rule,
takes her down’ and she replaced.
2 Thes 2:3 … that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God.
Dan 11:37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god:
for he shall magnify himself above all.

Pope kissing the Koran
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 17:4 accessorized and color coordinated
[4] And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication:
“Clothed in purple and scarlet and decked with all kinds of ornaments.”
Symbolic of the luxury of Rome and of the lustful way in which it was used.
A picture of a wealthy courtesan, decked out in all her finery to seduce men.
Purple was the predominant color of Roman imperialism;
• every senator and consul wore a purple stripe as a badge of his position;
• the emperor’s robes were purple.
Scarlet is the color adopted by Roman Catholicism.
“in her hand a golden cup, full of abominations.”
"Babylon was a golden cup in the Lord's hand, making all the earth drunken; the
nations drank of her wine; therefore the nations went mad" (Jer.51:7)
The false religion is said to hold the golden cup in which is that power of
seduction which has spread immorality over all the earth.
“Abominations” = idolatry (Isa 44:19); high places (2 Kings 23:13).
(Blasphemy includes any doctrine that attempts to add to what God has completed:
Salvation by works denies God’s glory = blasphemy. )
Acts 17:11
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Primary Liturgical Colors of the Catholic Church
•
•
•
•
•

Season of Advent
Season of Septuagesima
Season of Lent
Rogation Days
Ember Days (except for Pentecost
Ember Days)
• Vigils except for Ascension and
Pentecost
• Good Friday

penance
humility
melancholy

VIOLET

light
innocence
purity
joy
triumph
glory
WHITE

Note: Violet, literally "amaranth red," is the color of Bishops',
Archbishops', and Patriarchs' non-liturgical dress

• Season of Christmas
• Season of Easter
• Feasts of the Lord, other than of His
passion
• Feasts of Mary, the angels, and saints
who were not martyrs
• All Saints (1 November)
• Feasts of the Apostles
• Nuptial Masses
• Masses for the dead (Requiem Masses)
when the deceased is a baptized child
who died before the age of reason

Note: White is the color of Popes' non-liturgical dress.
White can be replaced by Silver.

the Passion
blood
fire
God's Love
martyrdom

• Feasts of the Lord's passion,
Blood, and Cross
• Feasts of the martyrs
• Palm Sunday
• Pentecost

RED

Note: Red is the color of
Cardinals' non-liturgical dress

Joy

ROSE

• Gaudete Sunday (3rd
Sunday of Advent)
• Laetare Sunday (4th
Sunday of Lent)

Joy

Gold can replace white, red, or green
(but not violet or black)

GOLD

Holy Ghost • Time After Epiphany
life eternal • Time After Pentecost
hope
GREEN
Acts 17:11

Rev 17:4

mourning • All Souls Day
• Masses for the dead (Requiem
sorrow
Masses), except for baptized
children who've died before the
BLACK
age of reason

1 Thes 5:21
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Dressed to kill …

[4] And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication:
One of the deadliest marks of ecclesiastical corruption is the lust for temporal power
The woman is arrayed in the garments of imperial power:
The ecclesiastical leaders have achieved temporal authority – temporarily...
Purple and scarlet are the colors of rule.
The Church was never meant to reign here upon earth until after her rejected
Lord returns in power. That day is not yet.
The failures church and its leaders have already been pointed out in the letters our
Lord sent them – Rev 2-3
Ephesian group which left its first love.
Their deeds had become doctrine by the time of the Pergamos period.
Throughout the centuries Catholic and Protestant groups have both struggled to
attain earthly power, goods, influence and control.
Many have spent their time seeking to reform a condemned world’s deeds rather
than telling forth the good news that salvation was available to sinners
regardless of kingdom, tongue, nation or station.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:4 Riding high …
Mar 12:17 And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. And they marvelled at him.
The carnal successors of the early Spirit filled leaders were more interested in
increasing their own status and power than in living as servants, instruments of
self sacrifice, in the service of the Lord
Born in a manger
Buried in another man's tomb
Who did not have a place where He could call His own and lay His head.
The struggle between church and state is neither new nor is it over…
The day will come, when the great global church organization, absent all true
believers, will be the high political power clothed with all of the accouterments
of temporal reign.
After all believers are removed from the world and all the remaining religious
organizations have merged into one, the property value and riches that will come
under the sole control of the new, great, ecclesiastical organization will be
unbelievably great.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 17:4 Gold, Jewels and Pearls …
[4] And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with
gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication:
Jealousy over this great wealth may be one of the contributing causes of the
hatred which the secular political powers develop toward the woman (v. 16);
She will be stripped of all her wealth in one moment,
Russia in the revolution stripped the Eastern Church of all her properties.
Rev. 18:7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much
torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no
widow, and shall see no sorrow.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 17:4 The Golden Cup
[4] And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

The abominations and filthiness come from a golden cup.
"Babylon hath been a golden cup in the LORD'S hand, that made all the earth
drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad"
(Jer. 51:7).
To those who are acquainted with the history of ancient religions this significance is
heightened by comparisons with the rites of the pagan religious mysteries.
The French scholar, Salverte, writing on The Occult Sciences, tells of the drinking
in connection with these demon ceremonies.
"To drink of mysterious beverages was indispensable on the part of all who
sought initiation in these mysteries.
These mysterious beverages were composed of wine, honey, water, and flour, with
various other ingredients used locally.
From the nature of the ingredients used, and from the nature of others ingredients
not listed, there can be no doubt that they were intoxicants.
Until the participants had come under their power, untill their understandings had
been dimmed, and their passions excited by the medicated drink, they were not
considered prepared for what they were either to hear or see."
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Chalice: Golden cup full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication

Eucharist: a perversion of the
blood sacrifice paid once for all
by Jesus on the cross

The Chalice: A cup of precious
metal (the inside must be gold or
gold-plated), that holds the wine
consecrated at Mass.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 17:4

The Gold Cup … full of abominations

[4] And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:
An idol, is anything put in place of the true God.
Our holy God considers an idol and the idolatry an “abomination”
"The high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of
corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth, the abomination of the
Zidonians, and for Chemosh, the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom, the
abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile" (2 Kings 23:13).
The Mount of Olives was called "the mount of corruption" because of idols abominations
which were built thereon.
"None considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have
burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted
flesh and eaten it; and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the
stock of a tree?" (Isa. 44:19).
A man cuts down a tree and uses part of it to make a fire on which he bakes bread and
roasts meat. And, with the trunk of the tree he makes an idol - an abomination.
One more passage, this time in Daniel, makes the matter conclusive.
The "abomination of desolation" our Lord referred to as being the central point of the great
tribulation, is clearly stated to be the setting up of an idol:
"the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up"
(Dan. 12:11)
The abominations of the ‘church of the last days’ is a return to idolatry.
The tendency is alreadyActs
firmly
established
both in ecclesiasticism and in political life.
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THE PRIMARY ERRORS of ROMAN CATHOLICISM
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH TEACHES

THE BIBLE TEACHES

2. Initial justification is by means of baptism [1262-1274].

2. Justification is by faith alone (Romans 3:28).

3. Adults must prepare for justification through faith and
good works [1247-12491.

3. God justifies ungodly sinners who believe (Rom 4:5).
Good works are the result of salvation, not the cause (Eph
2:8-10).

5. Justification is furthered by sacraments and good works
[1212, 1392, 20101.
7. Catholics guilty of mortal sin are justified again through
the sacrament of penance [980, 1446].

5. Justification is the imputation of the perfect
righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). In Christ the
believer has been made complete (Colossians 2:10).

8. Salvation from the eternal consequences of sin is a
lifelong process [161-162,1254-1255].

7. There is no second justification. Those whom God
justifies, He also glorifies (Romans 8:30).

9. Salvation is attained by cooperating with grace through
faith, good works, and participation in the sacraments [183,
1129, 1815, 2002].

8. Salvation from the eternal consequences of sin is an
instantaneous and secure act of God coinciding with
justification (Romans 5:9).

10. Faith is belief in God and the firm acceptance of all that
the Church proposes for belief [181-182,18141.

9. Salvation is attained by grace through faith apart from
works (Ephesians 2:8,9). Good works are the result, not the
cause, of salvation (Ephesians 2:10).

12. The sacraments are necessary channels for the
continual infusion of grace. They bestow grace in virtue of
the rite performed [ 1127-1129].
13. Grace is merited by good works [2010, 20271.
14. Venial sins do not incur eternal punishment [1855,
18631.

10. Saving faith is the entrusting of oneself to Christ as
Lord and Savior (Romans 10:8-17).
12. The child of God is the constant object of the Father's
grace (Romans 5:1,2).
13. Grace is a free gift (Romans 11:6).

15. Serious sins must be confessed to a priest [1456-1457].

14. Every sin is punishable by eternal death (Romans 6:23).

16. The priest forgives sin as a judge [1442,1461].

15. Sin is to be confessed directly to God (Ezra 10:11).

Acts 17:11

16. No one can forgive sin but God alone (Mark 2:7).

1 Thes 5:21
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17. When the guilt of sin is forgiven, temporal punishment
remains [1472-14731.

17. When God forgives sin, He completely forgives
(Colossians 2:13; Isaiah 43:25).

18. Acts of penance make satisfaction for the temporal
punishment of sin [1434,1459-1460].

18. Jesus made perfect satisfaction for all sins (1 John
2:1,2).

19. Indulgences dispensed by the Church for acts of piety
release sinners from temporal punishment [1471-1473].

19. Jesus releases believers from their sins by His blood
(Revelation 1:5).

20. Purgatory is necessary to atone for sin and cleanse the
soul [10301031].

20. Purgatory does not exist. Jesus made purification for
sins on the cross (Hebrews 1:3).

21. Poor souls suffering in purgatory can be helped by
those alive on earth offering up prayers, good works, and
the sacrifice of the Mass [1032,1371, 1479].

21. Those who sleep in Christ need no help. To be absent
from the body is to be at home with the Lord (2 Cor 5:8).

22. No one can know if he will attain to eternal life [1036,
20051.
23. Eternal life is a merited reward [1821, 2010].
24. The Roman Catholic Church is necessary for salvation
[846].
25. The Last Supper was a real sacrifice in which Christ's
blood was poured out for our sins in the cup [610-611, 621,
13391.

22. The believer can know that he has eternal life by the
Word of God (1 John 5:13).
23. Eternal life is the free gift of God (Romans 6:23).
24, There is salvation in no one but the Lord Jesus Christ,
"for there is no other name under heaven that has been
given among men, by which we must he saved" (Acts
4:12).
25. The Last Supper was a Passover meal. Christ's blood
was poured out for our sins at the cross (1 Peter 2:24).

26. The bread and wine become the real body and blood of
Christ [1373-13771.

26. The bread and wine are symbols of the body and blood
of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:23-25).

27. Christ's body and blood exist wholly and entirely in
every fragment of consecrated bread and wine in every
Roman Catholic church around the world [1374,1377].
Acts 17:11

27. Christ is bodily present in heaven (Hebrews 10:12,13).
1 Thes 5:21
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28. The consecrated bread and wine are heavenly food
which help one to attain to eternal life [1392, 1405, 1419].

28. The bread and wine are symbols which help one to
remember Christ’s sacrifice for our salvation (Luk 22:19).

29. God desires that consecrated bread and wine be
worshiped as divine [1378-13811.

29. God forbids the worship of any object, even those
intended to represent Him (Exodus 20:4,5; Isaiah 42:8).

30. Christ has ordained certain men to a ministerial
priesthood to perpetuate the sacrifice of the cross [ 1142,
1547, 1577].

30. Christ has ordained every believer to a holy and royal
priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices, the praise of their
lips, and lives yielded to God (1 Peter 2:5-10; Hebrews
13:15; Romans 12:1).

31. The Sacrifice of the Mass is the sacrifice of the cross
[1085, 13651367]. Only the manner in which it is offered
is different [ 1367].
32. The sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated in the
Sacrifice of the Mass [1323, 13821.
33. The Mass makes Christ present in His death and
victimhood [1353,1362,1364,1367,14091.
34. At each Mass, the priest re-presents to the Father the
sacrifice of Christ [1354, 13571.
35. The Mass is an unbloody sacrifice which atones for the
sins of the living and the dead [1367, 1371, 1414].
36. Each Sacrifice of the Mass appeases God's wrath
against sin [1371, 14141.
37. The faithful receive the benefits of the cross in fullest
measure through the Sacrifice of the Mass [1366, 1407].
Acts 17:11

31. The sacrifice of the cross is a historical event. It
occurred once, approximately 2000 years ago, outside
Jerusalem (Mark 15:21-41).
32. The sacrifice of the cross is finished (John 19:30).
33. Christ cannot be made present in His death and
victimhood, for He has risen and is "alive forevermore"
(Revelation 1:17,18; Romans 6:9,10).
34. Christ presented the sacrifice of Himself to the Father
"once at the consummation of the ages" (Heb 9:24-28).
35. Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness
of sins (Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 9:22).
36. Only the once-for-all sacrifice of the cross fully
appeased God's wrath against sin (Hebrews 10:12-18).
37. Believers receive the benefits of the cross in fullest
measure in Christ through faith (Ephesians 1:3-14).
1 Thes 5:21
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38. The sacrificial work of redemption is continually carried
out through the Sacrifice of the Mass [1364, 1405, 1846].

38. The sacrificial work of redemption was finished when
Christ gave His life for us on the cross (Ephesians 1:7;
Hebrews 1:3). “It is finished” “Paid in Full”

40. Mary was preserved from all stain of original sin from
the first instant of her conception (the doctrine of the
immaculate Conception) [490-4921.

40. Mary, a descendant of Adam, was born in sin (Psalm
51:5; Romans 5:12),

41. Mary "the All-Holy," lived a perfectly sinless life [411,
493]

41. Mary was a sinner; God alone is holy (Luke 18:19;
Romans 3:23; Revelation 15:4).

42. Mary was a virgin before, during, and after the birth of
Christ [496 511].

42. Mary was a virgin until the birth of Christ (Matthew
1:25). Later she had other children (Matt 13:55,56; Ps 69:8).

43. Mary is the Mother of God [963, 971, 2677].

43. Mary was the earthly mother of Jesus (John 2:1).

44. Mary is the Mother of the Church [963, 9751].

44. Mary is a member of the church (Ac 1:14; 1 Co 12:13,27)

45. Mary is the co-redeemer, for she participated with Christ
in the painful act of redemption [618, 964, 968, 9701.

45. Christ alone is the Redeemer, for He alone suffered and
died for sin (1 Peter 1:18,19).

46. At the end of her life, Mary was assumed body and soul
into heaven (the doctrine of the Assumption) [966, 974].

46. Upon her death, Mary's body returned to dust (Gen 3:19)

47. Mary is the co-mediator to whom we can entrust all our
cares and petitions [968-970, 2677].

47. Christ Jesus is the one mediator to whom we can entrust
all our cares and petitions (1Tim 2:5; Joh 14:13,14; 1Pet 5:7)

48. We should entrust ourselves to Mary, surrendering - 'the
hour of our death' wholly to her care" [2677].

48. We should entrust ourselves to the Lord Jesus,
surrendering the hour of our death wholly to His care
(Romans 10:13; Acts 4:12).

49. God has exalted Mary in heavenly glory as Queen of
Heaven and Earth [966]. She is to be praised with special
devotion [971, 2675].

49. The name of the Lord is to be praised, for He alone is
exalted above heaven and earth (Ps 148:13). God commands,
"You shall have no other gods before Me" (Exo 20:3).

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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50. Peter was the head of the apostles [552, 765, 8801.

50. Christ was the head of the apostles (John 13:13)
51. The bishops are the successors of the apostles [861-862, 51. The apostles had no successors, for to succeed them one
938].
needed to be a witness of Christ's resurrection (Acts 1:21,22).
52. The Pope, as the Bishop of Rome, is the successor of
52. Peter had no successor.
Peter [882, 936].
53. Christ, the head of the body, rules the universal church
53. The bishops, with the Pope as their head, rule the
(Colossians 1:18).
universal Church [883, 894-896].
54. God has entrusted revelation to the saints (Jude 3).
54. God has entrusted revelation to the Roman Catholic
55. The Holy Spirit is the authoritative teacher of the church
bishops [81, 86].
(John 14:26;16:13;1 John 2:27).
55. The Magisterium is the authoritative teacher of the
56. Scripture is the only infallible interpreter of Scripture (Acts
Church [85-871.
17:11).
56. The Magisterium is the infallible interpreter of Scripture
57. God alone is infallible (Numbers 23:19).
[890, 891, 2034-2035].
58. Every Christian, aided by the Holy Spirit, has the ability
57. The Pope is infallible in his authoritative teaching [891].
and the right to interpret Scripture (Acts 17:11; 1 Co 2:12-16)
58. The Magisterium alone has the ability and the right to
59. Scripture must be interpreted in the original sense intended
interpret Scripture [85, 100, 9391.
by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 3:14-16).
59. Scripture is to be interpreted in the sense in which it has
60. No one has the right to go beyond what is written in
been defined by the Magisterium [113, 119].
Scripture (1 Corinthians 4:6; Proverbs 30:6).
60. The Magisterium has the right to define truth found only
61. Scripture is the Word of God (John 10:35; 2 Tim 3:16,17; 2
obscurely or implicitly in revelation [66, 88, 2035, 2051].
Peter 1:20,21). Tradition is the words of men (Mark 7:1-13).
61. Scripture and Tradition together are the Word of God
62. Scripture is the church's rule of faith (Mark 7:7-13; 2 Tim
[81, 85, 97,182]. 62. Scripture and Tradition together are the
3:16,17).
Church's supreme rule of faith [80, 821.
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Rev 17:5 – Mystery: Babylon
[Rev 17:5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
The woman is said to have a name on her forehead.
In the public brothels, Roman prostitutes wore a frontlet on their foreheads
giving their names.
Babel – the site of the past and future city of Babylon – was the birthplace, the
mother of all the “harlot religions” that set themselves against God.
It is the practices of these anti-God / anti-Christ religions that teach and proclaim
‘another gospel’ that cause the “abominations of the earth”.
It was the first ‘anti-God’ leader, Nimrod, who initiated and led the first ‘harlot’
religion causing God to confused men’s languages, dividing and scattering
them across the earth into the ethnic groups we see today.
Mystery Babylon then is the false religious system established at literal Babylon
on the banks of the Euphrates River.
While Mystery Babylon refers the false religion – everywhere and where ever
it may be headquartered and located, the dual application to a literal city,
Babylon, located on the banks of the Euphrates in modern Iraq should not be
overlooked.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:5 – Mystery: Babylon
[Rev 17:5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
And upon her forehead was a name written, mystery: BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
Just like the verse and chapter breaks, most punctuation and capitalization – even
some sentence and paragraph breaks – were added by the translators.
Not the original writers…
Mystery Babylon vs Mystery of the True Church (Eph 3:1-9) & the Mystery of the
Kingdom (Matt 13)
Greek: "musterion" = a secret revealed
it is something unintelligible to the uninitiated but that is clear to the initiated.
The mystery in this case is the identification of “Babylon the Great, the Mother of
Harlot and Abominations of the Earth”
The thing which the stranger does not know, but which the Christian should
know, is that while the story is told under the name of Babylon,
It relates to the false endtime religion of
the Dragon – Satan, His anti-christ and the false prophet.
Acts 17:11
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Mystery Babylon vs the Mystery Kingdom
Mystery Babylon (Rev 17) is the exact opposite of the Mystery Kingdom (Matt 13)
From the time of Matt 13 onward the Lord Jesus began to speak in parables only.
The disciples notice the change and question him,
"Why speakest thou unto them in parables?" ( vs. 10).
His answer:
"Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,
but to them it is not given" (vs. 11).
It was well known to every Jew that the Old Testament was full of prophecies
concerning Messiah's kingdom. All who looked could see it clearly.
It was:
• the triumph of Israel,
• the transformation of the earth,
• the rule of righteousness, and
• the glory of God manifested throughout the earth.

Acts 17:11
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This is mysterious …
The Lord – who they believed to be the Messiah - was not carrying out His ministry
according to the pattern of their idea and expectation of the kingdom.
Even John the Baptist, was confused and sent his disciples to ask,
"Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?" (Matt. 11:3).
All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a
parable spake he not unto them: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which
have been keep secret from the foundation of the world (Matt 13:34-35).
The visible kingdom Israel expected was no secret; it was well known.
But the kingdom presented in the parables ‘had been kept secret from the
foundation of the world.’
Within the parables, the secret is revealed:
It is the Mystery Kingdom.
But the secret is now to be told.

There is to be a Mystery Kingdom.
Acts 17:11
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The mystery kingdom …
• It is formed by the scattering of the seed of the Word;
• It will grow even in the midst of the tares of iniquity
• Both wheat and tares – seed and weed - will continue to grow together until the
time of the harvest.
• It will have an outward form of rapid, abnormal growth (the mustard seed)
• The birds (the messengers of Satan) will ‘nest’ in it
• The devil will accompany it with false teaching (hide leaven within it).
• Among all the outward forms, the Lord has His own for whom He left Heaven, and
gave all that He had that He might purchase them for Himself.
• The treasure, Israel, He has hidden again for a time
• The pearl (a gem precious only to the gentiles) is manifest at present.
Together, Old Testament saints and New Testament saints, form the Mystery
Kingdom.
“The Elect” – There are more than one elect group…

Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:5 What’s in a name ???
[Rev 17:5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
This woman is called the mother of harlots.
Where is the mother of harlots, there are harlot’s daughters.
History has revealed the development of the ‘mother’ system of idolatry which has spawned
many a lesser systems.
During the Reformation, Protestant commentators identified the great harlot as the Roman
Church. Something many Protestants carry over yet today.
Bible truth forces us to include many ‘Protestant organizations’ as harlot daughters
It is impossible to have a perfect organization during this present age.
Mat 7:15-16 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits…
Mat 24:4-5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5
For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
2Pe 2:1-3 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many shall follow their
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 And through
covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of
a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.
1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone
out
into the
world.
Acts
17:11
1 Thes
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Seed of the serpent
There has always been people, called of God, faithful, the elect, saints, children of God;
There has always been a people in the midst of the masses, preeminently belonging to
Satan, faithful to him, damned already by their choice they have become the active agents
of Satan's plan, true children of the devil.
Those who have seen and heard the God’s truth and in full knowledge of the
consequences have rejected it calling it a lie and the Holy Spirit who brought it to them
a liar, it is these who are ‘of the world’…the seed of Satan.
John 8:42-45 Jesus said unto them,
If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither
came I of myself, but he sent me.
43 Why do ye not understand my speech?
even because ye cannot hear my word.
44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.

Mat 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they
trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.
Mar 6:11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the
dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.
Acts 17:11
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How to ID the seed of the serpent? [Gen 3:15-16]
Our Lord called the religious leaders of the people, a "generation of vipers"
Matthew 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.

The brood of the serpent.
A name never applied to the people in general who the Lord looked upon weeping because
they were sheep without a shepherd.
Gentiles were called children of wrath, children of disobedience but never children of the devil.
Ephes. 2:2-3 …in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: [3]
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Out of the masses of the lost some are translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son ()
becoming children of God through faith in Christ Jesus ().
Col. 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son:
Galatians 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

From those same masses come those who, through definite rejection of God's truth, give
themselves over to be Satan's special followers, the children of the devil (John 8:44) by
accepting the principles of the rule of the spirit of Antichrist
1 John 4:1-3 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world. [2] Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: [3] And every spirit that confesseth not that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard
60
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Rev 17:5 How can you tell it a good piece of fruit ?
[Rev 17:5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
Mat 7:15-16 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits… Do men gather grapes of
thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt
tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
Mat 7:18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
Mat 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them,
I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
Mat 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house;
and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:5 How can you tell it a good piece of fruit ?
[Rev 17:5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
God has true witnesses today in every denomination.
They are saved, not because of the systems, but in spite of them.
To the church at Sardis, who had a reputation of life but who was seen by the Lord to be
dead, the order was given they should be watchful and strengthen the things that remain
since the things that the Lord valued were ready to die
Rev 3:1-6 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that
hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast
a name that thou livest, and art dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before
God. 3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and
repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt
not know what hour I will come upon thee. 4 Thou hast a few names even in
Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in
white: for they are worthy. 5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will
confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 6 He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. ).

Acts 17:11
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The 2 Women compared
Israel: God’s elect – Rev 12

[from Seiss]

The great whore – Rev 17

1. seen in the Heaven
1. seen in a wilderness
2. mother of a son who is to rule all the
2. mother of harlots and the abominations of the earth
nations
3. clothed in purple & scarlet, decked with gold, precious
3. clothed with the sun. Her raiment is light
stones, and pearls. All her ornaments are from below,
from Heaven
made up of things out of the earth and the sea
4. has the moon, the empress of night and
4. has rule over the kings of the earth
the powers of darkness under her feet
5. the ten kings, ultimately hate her, and make her
5. the Dragon stands ready to devour her
desolate and naked and eat her flesh, and burn her
child and persecutes and pursues her
with fire, while God in His strength judges her, and
driving her into the wilderness, sends out a
visits her with plague, death, and utter destruction
river to overwhelm her, and is at war with
6. is a harlot
all her seed that he can find
7. is loved, flattered, and caressed by the powers on
6. a pure woman
earth
7. hated by the powers on earth
8. where the she rules, it is wilderness
8. where she has sway, things are heavenly
9. produces effeminate impurity, which calls down the
9. produces masculine nobility, which is
fierceness of the divine wrath
ultimately caught away to God and to His
10. supported and carried by the Dragon’s power & the
throne
Beast with the seven heads and ten horns
10. is sustained and helped by celestial wings 11. wears the name of the great destroyer and oppressor
11. wears a crown of twelve stars, wearing the
of the holy people. Is drunk on the blood of prophets
patriarchs and apostles as her royal
and the saints, and of all that have been slain upon
diadem
the earth.
12. finally comes out in a heavenly city, the
12. finally comes out in a city of this world's superlative
New Jerusalem, made up of imperishable
admiration, which goes down forever under the
jewels, and arrayed in all the glory of God
intense wrath of Heaven, and becomes the habitation
and the Lamb
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Rev 17

Who’s who …

The dragon: Satan himself [Rev 12:9]
The beast on which the woman rides:
The anti-christ, the beast that rose from the sea, the man of sin and his political
empire.
[9] …. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.
The empires that have or will conquer and persecute God’s people, Israel, and
whose leaders set themselves against, opposed to and in the place of God Himself.
[12] And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings … [
Political kingdoms / administrative areas in existance at the time anit-christ rises to
power
[15] … The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
The people and nations on and of the earth.
[18] And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings
of the earth.
The headquarters of the false religious system established and led by the False
Prophet, the beast from the earth who has imposed worship of anti-christ on the
nations and peoples of the earth.

Acts 17:11
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Nimrod

Genesis 10

And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty
hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the
LORD. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh,
in the land of Shinar. Genesis 10:8-10
Nimrod: Hebrew, marad, “to rebel”; future tense, “we will rebel.”
The final global dictator will be an Assyrian: (“Nimrod II”?) Mic 5:5,6; Isa 10
All forms of occultic practices have had their origins in the original city of Babylon (Isa 47)
Tammuz, the son of Nimrod and his queen, Semiramis, was identified with the
Babylonian Sun God, and worshipped following the winter solstice: ~ Dec 22-23.
As Babylon was conquered by subsequent empires, this entire religious system was
transplanted, first to Pergamos (Rev 2:12-17) and then to Rome.
When Christianity was established as the official state religion of Rome, many of the
religious traditions and practices of the earlier pagan worship were adapted and
incorporated, including many of our traditions surrounding Christmas.
The Babylonian worship of Ishtar, the Golden Egg of Astarte, and the fertility rites of
spring give us Easter,
The calendar year-end on October 31 and its associated occultic rituals gave us our
Halloween.
This was related to worship of Baal (Mars) and may have been stimulated by the
perturbations of the orbit of the earth associated with the planet Mars.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:5 – Mystery: Babylon
[Rev 17:5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
Babylon is repeatedly referred to as "that great city“ 8 times in the chapter.
The word GREAT comes from Greek to English and describes a "megalopolis.“
It is (or will again become) a city of worldwide reach and impact, characterized by trade.
Thayer Definition: G3173 megas
1) great
1a) of the external form or sensible appearance of things (or of persons)
1a1) in particular, of space and its dimensions, as respects
1a1a) mass and weight: great
1a1b) compass and extent: large, spacious
1a1c) measure and height: long
1a1d) stature and age: great, old
1b) of number and quantity: numerous, large, abundant
1c) of age: the elder
1d) used of intensity and its degrees: with great effort, of the affections and emotions of the mind, of
natural events powerfully affecting the senses: violent, mighty, strong
2) predicated of rank, as belonging to
2a) persons, eminent for ability, virtue, authority, power
2b) things esteemed highly for their importance: of great moment, of great weight, importance
2c) a thing to be highly esteemed for its excellence: excellent
3) splendid, prepared on a grand scale, stately
4) great things
4a) of God’s preeminent blessings
4b) of things which overstep the province of a created being, proud (presumptuous) things, full of
arrogance, derogatory to the majestyActs
of God
17:11
1 Thes 5:21
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Iraq: We’re #2, we try harder…
Israel is the nation most often mentioned in the Bible. But Iraq is second !!
Iraq is not the name that is used in the Bible. The Bible uses the names:
Babylon,
Land of Shinar, and
Mesopotamia...
Mesopotamia means between the two rivers, here the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
Iraq means country with deep roots.
* The Garden of Eden was in Iraq -- Genesis 2:10-14
* Adam & Eve were created in Iraq -- Genesis 2:7-8
* Satan made his first recorded appearance in Iraq -- Genesis 3:1-6
* Mesopotamia which is now Iraq was the cradle of civilization!
* Noah built the ark in Iraq.
* Nimrod established Babylon &Tower of Babel was built in Iraq -- Genesis
10:8-> & 11:1-4
* The confusion of the languages took place in Iraq -- Genesis 11:5-11
* Abraham came from UR a city in southern Iraq -- Genesis 11:31 & Acts 7:2-4
* Isaac's bride, Rebekah, was from Nahor in Iraq -- Genesis 24:3-4 & 10
* Jacob spent 20 years in Iraq. It is where he met Rachel -- Genesis 27:42-45
& 31:38
* The first world Empire was in Iraq -- Daniel 1:1-2 & 2:36-38
Acts 17:11
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Iraq: We’re #2, we try harder…
* Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, carried the Jews captive into Iraq
* Babylon which is in Iraq destroyed Jerusalem.
* The 3 Hebrew children were in the firey furnace in Iraq (JESUS has been in
Iraq too as the 4th person in that fiery furnace!)
* Daniel was in the lion's den in Iraq!
* Belshazzar, the King of Babylon saw the "writing on the wall" in Iraq.
* The greatest revival in history was in Iraq when Jonah preached in Nineveh
which was in Iraq near today’s city of Mosul -- Jonah 3
* The events of the book of Esther took place in Iraq -- Esther
* The book of Nahum was a prophecy against a city in Iraq – Nahum
* Assyria which was centered in Iraq conquered the ten tribes of Israel.
* Amos cried out in Iraq! – Amos
* Ezekiel preached in Iraq.
* The wise men who visited the young child Jesus were from Iraq
* Peter is said to have preached in Iraq.
* The "Empire of Man" described in Revelation is called Babylon which is a city
in Iraq!
* The book or Revelation has prophecies against Babylon, which is the old
name for the nation of Iraq -- Revelation 17 &18
No other nation, except Israel, has more history and prophecy associated it than Iraq
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:5

Buddy!, have a drink …

[Rev 17:5] And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
With the true believers from this world, the harlot church will go on functioning
The wheat and the tares are to grow together until the day of the harvest, which is the end
of the age (Matt. 13:40).
The Lord will send divine messengers to do the separating in His own time.
The title given to the woman declares that she is the mother of the abominations of the earth
Where Christ is not honored as the Head, where the Holy Spirit is not acknowledged as the
divine leader and guide, only a form of idolatry can result.
With the idolatries, the harlots daughters also inherit a hatred of God's truth and God’s people.
When the harlot gains world dominion, total, uninhibited, unbridled persecution follows:
The woman is drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.
Mystery “Babylon” did not simply persecute the Christians as a legal necessity but took
fiendish delight in hounding Christians to death.
She – and those who get into ‘bed’ with her - are glutted with slaughter.
They revel in that slaughter like a drunk revels in wine.
The true, newly converted believers will become the prey of the Satanic system, and will testify
before the unseen hosts in the Heavenly places. But, Satan cannot turn all men's hearts to
himself.
Acts 17:11
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What are you thinking ???

[6] And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of
the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.
[7] And the angel said unto me,
Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of
the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.
“I wondered with great admiration”
G2295 thauma
1) a wonderous thing, a marvel; great amazement
2) to wonder [with great wonder i.e.] exceedingly
Why did John “wonder”?
The church he sees is not the church he expects to see…
The divine messenger is not astonished, except at the fact that John is wondering.
John is shocked and amazed that what he is seeing is being called ‘church’ !
The form of the angel’s question to John shows that the character of the religious
organization – what the church had become - is so clearly understood to be basically
Satanic that no one should be deceived, even for a moment, by the fact that the
outward resemblances of true religion have been retained.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:7-11 > Beauty and the Beast
[7] And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel?
I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and
of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.
[8] The beast that thou sawest
was, and
is not; and
shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and
go into perdition:
and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book
of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not,
and yet is.
9] And here is the mind which hath wisdom.
The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.
[10] And there are seven kings:
five are fallen, and
one is, and
the other is not yet come; and
when he cometh, he must continue a short space.
[11] And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and
is of the seven, and
goeth into perdition.
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Revelation 17:7-8 The Beast: was, isn’t , will be
[7] And the angel said unto me,
Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of
the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.
[8] The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
Was:

The old Roman empire of John’s day.

Is Not: The old Roman empire disintegrated, breaking apart from within into East
and West and then again into the nations we know as Europe. During
the time period John is being shown, the ‘beast’, the Old Roman Empire
“is not”
Shall ascend out of the bottomless pit:
The areas and nations which came out of the Old Roman empire will be
‘reformed’; ‘reunified’ as a world ‘empire’ under the leadership of one who
is himself or is empowered by spiritual forces ‘out of the bottomless pit’
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:8

Out of the pit …

8] The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless
pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names
were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold
the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
The beast rises out of the abyss (abousso), the prison house of demons, (Rev. 9:1-2,
11; 11:7; 20:1, 3)
It will be the prison in which Satan is confined during the thousand years.
This is not a revival of some earthly power that was once was great and then collapsed.
This not a natural phenomenon. This power rises by the power of Satan. It will
have much that is supernatural about it clearly beyond human possibilities and
limits
Remember, anti-christ is the incarnation of Satan (Rev. 13:2).
• Out of the pit Be not ignorant of Satan’s devices (2 Cor 2:11).
• Seed of serpent (Gen 3:15);
• Serpent = Satan (Rev 12:9);
• Man-child = Christ (Gal 3:16).
• Brood of serpent: “Generation of vipers” (Mat 12:34).
• Not Gentiles; children of wrath, disobedience (Eph 2:2-3);
• Children of Satan (John 8:44; 1 John 4:1-3).
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:8 This is out of this world…
8] The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall
wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of
the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
The world will recognize that the beast and his kingdom are not human.
The world today has already largely accepted the devil's lie
- that he does not exist.
As a result, the world considers anything and everything that is more than
human – unexplainable - or – uncontrollable - as being from God.
Always suspect everything that is more than human as being demoniacal
2 Cor. 2:11 … for we are not ignorant of his devices.
When the world sees this supernatural power:
• it will initially be deceived into believing it is God.
• when this supernatural power suddenly cast down into perdition, the world
will wonder.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:8 I know you !! …
8] The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
The tribulation saints possess new life in Christ. They are given divine wisdom.
They will recognize the enemy as an enemy.
John 10:4-5 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them,
and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. [5] And a stranger will they
not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.
The unsaved wonder at the fall of Satan's power while those whose names have
been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world are not astonished
at the turn of events.
The believers have true understanding – understanding that has wisdom…
For whosoever hath (new life in Christ) to him shall be given (understanding of
spiritual matters) and he shall have more abundance; but whosoever hath not
(new life in Christ), from him shall be taken away even that (common sense in
ordinary matters) which he hath" (Matt. 13:12).
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

75

Revelation 17:8 The Book of Life
Phil 4:3; Rev 3:5; Rev 13:8; Rev 17:8; Rev 20:12;
Rev 20:15; Rev 21:27; Rev 22:19
REV 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out
his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels. (KJV)
When the time comes, it is vital that your name be found listed in the ‘Book of Life'
REV 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of
fire. (KJV)
Please note: The objective is not to have your name added to the Book of Life.
The objective is to not have your name 'blotted out' - erased - from the Book of Life.
The Book of Life seems to contains the name of every soul for whom Jesus Christ died
- every person ever conceived in the womb and who have been given life by God.
1John 2:1-2 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 And he is the propitiation for
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
Since Jesus paid the price for all men’s sin (and sins),
all men are initially listed in the Book of Life.
Fail to accept Christ as payment for your sin, fail to make Him your Savior and Lord,
make the life decision to reject Him and your name is blotted out.
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Revelation 17:8 The Beast: Dazzling
[8] The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
Those whose names have not been written in the Book of Life will be dazzled at the
coming of the evil one.
There are always those who are drawn to evil.
If evil were not attractive – awe inspiring – it wouldn’t be a temptation.
A TEMPTATION:
• It is desirable – it is attractive to me
• It is possible – it is achievable by me
• I am capable – it is something I can do, it’s within my reach
• It is a choice – it’s my decision to accept or reject
• It seems easy – it makes ‘sense’ to pursue
When we keep our eyes on Jesus Christ, evil is seen for what it is.
Rev.17:11 - The beast is on his way to destruction.
However great the pull and attraction of evil,
it carries the seeds of self-destruction.
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7 8 mountains

[9] And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which
the woman sitteth. [10] And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is
not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. [11] And the beast that was,
and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

Some claim the 7 Mountains identify the city of Rome
Horace wrote, “The gods, who look with favor on the seven hills...”
Ovid: “But Rome looks around on the whole globe from her seven mountains,
the seat of empire and abode of the gods.”
Augustine wrote, “Babylon is a former Rome, and Rome is a later Babylon.”
Peter is regarded by some as using Babylon as a “code name” for Rome (1
Pet 5:13)
Babylon – literal Babylon - became a Jewish center
the Babylonian Talmud is the authoritative document even over the Jerusalem
Talmud (which was written in Tiberias).
Mountains = governments in prophecy (Dan 2:25,44 et al.).
There are 8 mountains, not 7
The 8 mountains are later identified as world empires and do not relate to
geography at all…
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Rev 17:9-11

5, 6, 7, 8…

[9] And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on
which the woman sitteth. [10] And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the
other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. [11] And the
beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

Verse 10 should be read, "they are seven kings“; not "there are seven kings“.
The seven heads of the beast are not ‘hills’ or even ‘mountains’. They are 7 kings.
Of the seven kings,
• 5 have already reigned and are fallen
• the 6th "is”
• the 7th has not yet come. On his rise to rule he will remain only a short time
The Antichrist that was, and is not, is also an 8th king coming from out of the seven,
and he goes into destruction.
In scripture the term king sometimes refers to the whole empire.
At other times the term king refers to the emperor or king as an individual.
The context makes it clear which is being referenced in a passage…
Verse 9 is a warning . . . special attention is called by the Holy Spirit to the need of
spiritual discernment in explaining the passage.
We believe that this is similar to saying: Do not be deceived by appearances.
The obvious may not be the true explanation.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Revelation 17:9-11 … of Kings and kingdoms
[9] And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven
mountains, on which the woman sitteth. [10] And there are seven kings: five are
fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must
continue a short space. [11] And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the
eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.
A mountain, in Scripture, is the symbol of government.
"Behold, I am against thee, 0 destroying mountain, saith the Lord, which
destroyeth all the earth: and I will stretch out my hand upon thee, and roll
thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain" (Jere
51:25).
Babylon was only one of a series that is to be crushed by the stone which
became a great mountain (Dan. 2:35).
If Rome, the existing power in the day of John, is the 6th "mountain" or kingdom
that partakes of the nature of Satan's rule, we can count back through Daniel's
prophecies to identify the others.
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Revelation 17:9-11 … of Kings and kingdoms
[9] And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven
mountains, on which the woman sitteth. [10] And there are seven kings: five are
fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must
continue a short space. [11] And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the
eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.
• Five have fallen (are historic - prior to John’s day);
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece
• One at present (John’s day) exists; Rome
• Another has not yet come (future - after John’s day); Revived Rome
When he shall come, he must remain for a short time.
Yields its authority to anti-christ
• The beast, which was and is not, is itself an eighth.
It comes out from the seventh - and - is on its way to destruction.
Note: the Greek is not ‘the’ eighth it is ‘an’ eighth
He comes out of the seven, since Satan is the cause of all of the others.
The details of his judgment, his going down to perdition are given in the last
verses of Rev 19.
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Rev 17:10-11 Crushing mountains …
[10] And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet
come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. [11] And the beast that
was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.
With the characteristics of these powers in mind, the Old Testament identifies who
the first two powers were the great enemies of God's people.
At the moment John wrote, Israel was in subjection to Rome.
It had been in subjection to Greece, Persia and Babylon in agreement with Daniel.
Still earlier in its history, Israel was in slavery to Assyria, and even earlier in its
beginnings was in slavery in Egypt.
"For thus saith the Lord God, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to
sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause" (Isa. 52:4).
This passage goes on to describe the liberation of Israel from all her captors and
comes to the glorious climax,
"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth" (Isa. 52:7).
Those who realize the Satanic character of all these powers will find the feet of the
Lord beautiful when they stand upon these nations in judgment.
Acts 17:11
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Rev 17:10-11 Who is #1 and #2 …
[10] And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not
yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. [11] And the
beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth
into perdition.
The oppression of Israel in Egypt and Assyria are often linked together and made
a type of the last oppression of Israel under the Antichrist
Isa 10:24; 27:13; Hos 9:3; 11:11)
"I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of
Assyria . . . and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of
Egypt shall depart away" (Zechariah 10:10-11).
Throughout the centuries the Satanic power has always arrayed government
powers it controlled against God, His plans and purposes.
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Assyrian Empire
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Medo-Babylonian Empire
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Persian Empire
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Greek Empire
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4 Divisions of the Greek Empire
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Roman Empire
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2 Legs of the Roman Empire

Western
Europe
Byzantine
Empire
330-1453 AD
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Rev 17:10 Comparison Chart
7 Heads
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Old Roman Kings and kingdoms

[9] And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which
the woman sitteth. [10] And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is
not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. [11] And the beast that was,
and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

None of Rome’s hills have fallen and it has 7 today as it did then. Therefore, they call
the hills symbolic of ‘selected’ Ceasar’s from the Old Roman Empires. Possible a link
– but an extremely ‘forced fit’ to what scripture says.
The Roman Empire began with Augustus;
The first five emperors were Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero.
These are held out as the five who have fallen.
After the death of Nero there were two years of chaos. During this time Galba, Otho
and Vitellius followed each other in quick succession. They were not in any real sense
emperors and so are excluded as being in the list referred to in Rev 17.

One at present exists.
This is said to be Vespasian, the first emperor to bring back stability to the empire,
after the chaos following the death of Nero.
Vespasian reigned from A.D. 69-79 which would mean John received the Revelation
some 20-30 earlier than most historians date it.

Another has not yet come, and, when he shall come, he must remain for a short time.
Vespasian was succeeded by Titus, whose reign lasted for 2 years from 79-81.
The beast which was, and is not, is itself the eighth.
It proceeds from the series of the seven, and is on its way to destruction.
Acts 17:11
1 Thes 5:21
This can only mean that the emperor who followed Titus, Domitian, is being
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The Roman Empire, Phase I
146 BC
133 BC
68 BC
64 BC
44 BC
31 BC

Rome absorbs Greece*
Rome absorbs Lysimachus’ kingdom*
Rome emerges the dominant power
Dan 7:8, 20-26; 8:9-14
Rome absorbs Seleucus’ kingdom*
Julius Caesar assassinated
Battle of Actium
Rome absorbs Egypt (Ptolemy’s kingdom)*
* All 4 kingdoms arising out of the Alexanders’ conquests
disappeared from the earth before the birth of Jesus the Christ

64 AD
284 AD
312 AD
476 AD

Nero begins his persecutions
Diocletian divides it into 2 (legs ??)
Formal surrender of Mesopotamia
Constantine moves to Byzantium
Roman Empire dissolves into pieces

The Eastern “leg” of the Old Roman Empire endured for 1,000 years after the Western
“leg” broke up and dissolved….However, each remaining segment of the dissolved
empire has had its era of supremacy
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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The New Europe
Roman Empire Phase 2
1951
1957
1958
1959
1967
1973
1981
1986
1990
1993
1995
1999
2000+

April 18, Treaty of Paris; ECSC
March 25, Treaties of Rome; EEC, EAEC
March 19, European Parliament
BeNeLux Group formed
Merger of EEC, ECSC, EAEC
Denmark, Ireland, UK join
(now there are 9)
Greece joins
(now there are 10)
Spain and Portugal join
(now there are 12)
German unification
November: Maastricht Treaty signed
Austria, Sweden and Finland join (now 15)
The Euro as a common currency
Still Growing !!! Continues to pick up original territories…
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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The EU European Union

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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An Empire being Revived?
• Centralized European SuperState
¾ Common Foreign Policy
¾ Common Military
¾ Common Currency: EURO
¾ Common Judicial policy, Laws
¾ Common Language

• Economic potential is larger
that that of the U.S.
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Rev 17:9-11 The problem with Caesar …
[9] And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which
the woman sitteth. [10] And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is
not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. [11] And the beast that was,
and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

Domitian was a reprobate. Myth and legend called him the evil force which was
"Nero redivivus“; Nero personified.
Early in his reign he appeared wearing a golden crown with the figures of Jupiter,
Juno and Minerva in it, while the priest of Jupiter sat by his side.
He began his official edicts: "Our lord and god bids this to be done." Soon that
was the only way in which he might be addressed.
Domitian made Caesar worship compulsory and who was, therefore, responsible
for unloosing the flood-tides of persecution on the Christian Church.
If you hold that the early Roman emperors are being referenced in Rev 17, then in
addition to the dating problem with John’s imprisonment and the time of his receiving
and recording the Revelation is that all the events in Revelation 17 and most others
must be viewed as events in history past.
To hold this view forces you to add allegory and symbolism where none is indictated
by the Scripture text. It leaves us completely lacking in any meaningful information
regarding the end time events that 1/3 or more of the Bible passages relates to in its
presentation.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

97

Rev 17:12-18 > The 10 horns and the Woman
[12] And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings,
which have received no kingdom as yet;
but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.
[13] These have one mind,
and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
[14] These shall make war with the Lamb,
and the Lamb shall overcome them:
for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings:
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
[15] And he saith unto me,
The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth,
are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
[16] And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast,
these shall hate the whore,
and shall make her desolate and naked,
and shall eat her flesh,
and burn her with fire.
[17] For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will,
and to agree,
and give their kingdom unto the beast,
until the words of God shall be fulfilled.
[18] And the woman which thou sawest is that great city,
which reigneth over the kings of the earth.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 17:12-14

King me …

[12] And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. [13] These have
one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. [14] These shall
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords,
and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
A horn represents government, or rule.
• The 10 horns are 10 kings, which had yet not received their power - either in
John's time nor in ours.
• They are to receive this power and to reign for "one hour“ – a short time
• They unanimously agree to hand over their own power to the beast;
• With anti-christ they will rise up against the harlot and devour her
They do not destroy the beast but the woman – the religious system
• They will attempt to make war with the Lamb and finally be defeated.
They will be around when the Lord returns to take His Throne.
All of this must be understood in the light of Daniel's prophecies.

Acts 17:11

Rev 17:12-14
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1 Thes 5:21

King me …

[12] And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. [13] These have
one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. [14] These shall
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords,
and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
Scripture throughout indicates that the revived Roman Empire will rise in the form
of 10 kingdoms (governments). Rev 13, 17, Dan 2, 7, 9-12, et al.
The image seen in Nebuchadnezzar's dream had feet of iron and clay, and the
ten toes are said to be ten kings (Dan 2:44).
• They are still ruling at the time the Lord destroys the power of Antichrist.
• In the beast vision the ten are seen as ten horns. (Dan. 7:7-8, 20).
In the time of the end these 10 will dominate in the area of the Old Roman Empire.
Out of one of these kingdoms shall rise a king who will come to the control of that
kingdom and two others, three in all (Dan. 7:8, 20, 25).
It is this king who then becomes the head of the ten kings, the Antichrist.
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Revelation 17:14 Are you with me ?!!?
[14] These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for
he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful.
These kings - world powers - having united to anti-christ. The king from the East,
attempt to make war with the Lamb
Those who belong to the Lord Jesus will suffer at their hands
Together they shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them.
Rev 19: the battle of Armageddon is fought when the Lord comes from Heaven to
make war on the nations. The Lord overcomes them, the beast and the dragon
Today, the nations and religions and peoples of the world are aligning and arming.
The Lord of lords and King of kings is coming soon with all His mighty power.
With the Lord are those that are “the called, the chosen and the faithful”.
Watch the words carefully – they are with the Lamb.
They share in his victory but do not fight with or for the Lord.
They are with Him … witnesses to the events.
1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light:
Acts 17:11
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He made me do it …

[15] And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth,
are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. [16] And the ten horns which
thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate
and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.
[17] For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their
kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.
Rev 17:15 Î The waters are peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues."
Rev 17:16 Î Announces the war to the death. Rev 18 furnishes the details.
The civil power carries the religious power but at a given moment will turn and
rend her.
Her end will be like that of Jezebel, who typifies her both in life, and in death
(2 Kings 9:30-37).
The woman’s terrible end will appear to proceed from natural causes.
It will seem as if the 10 kings were accomplishing their own plan and that they
turned against the duplicity and covetousness of the religious system arrogantly
assuming its authority and usurping its power and riches.
But it is God's hand will be the active agent in it.
He will `put in their hearts to fulfill His will, and to agree, and give their kingdom
unto the beast until the words of God shall be fulfilled.'
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Revelation 17:17 (17:12-13)
[12] And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom
as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. [13] These have one mind,
and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
[17] For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom
unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.
Rev 17:12-13 The ten kings have a common purpose with the beast;
Rev.17:17 It was that God put this into their hearts that his purposes might be carried
out and his words fulfilled.
These evil powers – having chosen evil – thought they were working out their own
plans and purposes
They were, in fact, working out the purposes of God.
God never loses control of human affairs.
In the last analysis God is always working things together for good.

Romans 8:28-31 And we know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. [29] For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among many brethren. [30] Moreover whom he did
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and
whom he justified, them he also glorified. [31] What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

Revelation 17:16-17

103

Meat eaters ….

[16] And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her
with fire.
[17] For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their
kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.
The ‘ten horns’ rising violently against the ‘harlot’ who had been their ‘mistress’.
They will ‘devour her flesh’ - a picture of terrible vengeance.
Used in the OT to describe the action of a most savage and powerful enemy.
Psalm 27:2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came
upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.
The wicked in Israel, with their oppression, ‘eat the flesh’ of the people
of God Micah 3:3 Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their
skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces,
as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron.
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Revelation 17:16-17

Meat well done ….

[16] And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and
shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.
[17] For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom
unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.
The ‘ten horns’ rising violently against the ‘harlot’ who had been their ‘mistress’.
They will burn her in the fire.
This is the punishment for the most heinous sin
Leviticus 20:14 And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is
wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire, both he and they; that there be
no wickedness among you.
It is the punishment for the daughter of a priest who has been guilty of sexual
immorality
Leviticus 21:9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by
playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire.
Note: It is the harlot's previous lovers turned against her.
Evil and sin always separates and divides.
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Rev 17:17-18 A city on the move …
17] For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their
kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 18] And the
woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the
earth.
Mystery Babylon as a false religious system has been identified with the city of
Rome from the early centuries until today.
The “great city” is the headquarters of apostasy and false religion — Rome in
John’s (and our) day — is at some point relocated to the plain of Shinar and a
rebuilt Babylon. (Shinar used 7X to describe literal Babylon).
Today, the Vatican :
• Has the status of a separate, sovereign nation within the City of Rome:.
• It has its own diplomatic embassies in the major capitals of the world.
• Its history of atrocities upon believers is unparalleled in history.
The seat of religious power will transfer to Babylon following world events
associated with the rise of the 8th mountain – the empire of anti-christ.
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