It’s All About:   Grace
If you hang around church or Christians long enough, you will hear the word “Grace” being thrown about.  When Christians talk of Grace, they’re usually referring to ‘God’s Grace’; something which is freely offered and shown toward mankind by God.
Grace is one of those concepts that we take from scripture and force into our own particular doctrinal ‘Jello’ mold.  When we finally pull it out again, it seldom looks like the original.

‘Grace’ as a translated word (KJV) is used 170+ times in over 160 verses.   As with any translation, other words are also used to express the same thought - if it is more appropriate to the passage. 

What is Grace ?

Simply, GRACE is:


Favor - whether deserved or not
GRACE has been described as:


God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense

Grace is the expression of God’s Love.   Because of His Grace we receive his blessing and favor even though we do not deserve it.  
The highest act of God’s Grace was Him leaving His high position and becoming a man.   Jesus lived a life that was worthy of God’s favor and then offered Himself, dying for us who were unable to gain and totally unworthy of God’s favor.   As a result, the debt that we owed God due to sin was paid in full.   We now can have access to God.   Jesus taking our sin, permits us to be in a right relationship with God – to be Righteous from His point of view.  1
Let’s be clear about Grace:

Grace cannot be earned.

Grace can never be Grace if it is owed.

Grace can never be reimbursed or paid back.

Grace cannot be bought.

Grace can only be offered and shown by the giver to one who does not deserve it and cannot hold onto to it by merit.

The ‘Age of Grace’ – or – the ‘age’ of Grace ?

Many Christian’s mistakenly believe we are living in the ‘Age of Grace’.  Sometimes they will refer to this as the ‘Dispensation of Grace’.  

Anyone and everyone who has ever lived, has lived in the ‘Age of Grace’.  God’s character, His nature – including His Graciousness – has never changed.   14    Throughout man’s history, God has been dispensing His Grace toward mankind.   It is entirely by an act of God’s Love for us – His Grace working with His Mercy - that the sin debt we owe due to sin has not been called due and payable.   

God’s Grace is His “undeserved favor”.

God’s Mercy is His “withholding deserved judgment”.
Most of the letters that we call the New Testament start or finish with a phrase something like, “… grace and peace to you from God our Father…   What that commonly used phrase and those like it mean is this:  
‘When you accept God’s undeserved favor it will result in you and God being at peace with one antoher …’  2
So, what do I need to do to get God’s Grace for myself?

You can’t earn it.   You can’t buy it.   It’s already yours for the taking.   God’s Grace is available to you anytime you want it.   You simply need to accept Christ Jesus who provides it.  You trade your sin and unrighteousness for His righteousness and you gain peace – a right relationship – with God. 3
The foundation of Grace is that God through Christ has done it all.   
Grace is totally, fully and completely the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf.   It is a freely offered gift from God to us.
When it comes to Grace, we have no part in the gift or the process of making it available or in protecting it, keeping it once we have it. 4
We can do nothing to deserve it.
· It has nothing to do with our worthiness

· It has nothing to do with our performance

· It has nothing at all to do with us except that we need it
We can do nothing to obligate God to provide it.  

· We cannot earn it like a wage that God owed to us.   

· We cannot buy it.  It is God’s fully paid gift to man – freely offered to us entirely through His own actions and choice. 
Well then, what part of the Gospel – the Good News of God’s Grace toward us - is due to our behavior or actions.
God planned it, 
God initiated it, 
God carried it out and 
God completed it – for our benefit – in spite of our attitude.   
This is God’s Grace in action.   God’s favor toward us, even though it is totally undeserved.

All we can do is accept it or ignore it.

Accept and acknowledge what Jesus has done for you and God’s Grace is yours.  You will gain a personal, intimate, unbreakable relationship with God all based on His love for us.

Recognizing the value of this relationship and the love bond that results between us, we will choose to live a life of gratitude.  We will live to please God who by His Grace makes this previously unattainable relationship available to us …
Not because we ‘have to’ but because we ‘want to’.
I don’t try to live right, trying to not do ‘bad’ things in order to be ‘saved’

I try to live right and do good because I have been saved.

It is my confidence in God’s Grace and Love
not the fear of punishment and loss that motivates me.

Pushing with a rope…

We have it backwards.  Sinning does not lead to Falling from Grace …

It is ‘Falling from Grace’ – adding conditions to God’s plan – leads to sin.
Falling from Grace is to deviate from the truth that our salvation is entirely a work of God provided entirely by God’s Grace with nothing else added or being necessary.
Gal 5:4  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.
Falling from Grace is not a fall into sin.   

Falling from Grace is to Fall into Legalism. 6
Legalism says you are not saved by God’s Grace alone.   
It adds conditions, requirements, rules, or ‘necessary’ actions to the truth that salvation is entirely from, through and maintained by God as act of His Grace and is not based on any works of my own.
Legalism says you are saved by God’s Grace, but you must also keep some additional law, or rule or requirement. 
Legalism says you can only stay saved, stay in God’s Grace by keeping some additional law, or rule, or requirement.
Sorry – can’t find that in Scripture – anywhere.  
That makes God’s Grace dependent on my own efforts.  Remember that the only thing I can do to possess God’s Grace is gratefully accept it.  The rest of Grace is Gods’ doing alone.

The theme of Paul’s Letter to the Galatians is: 
It’s all by God grace – none of Legalism

Paul was incensed by the error of those who attempted to add man’s rules to God’s Grace.   
The New Testament calls them ‘Judiasers’.   
They taught that  - “Yes, you were saved by God’s Grace through the Lord Jesus but, you had to keep the traditions and rules of Judaism in order to remain saved and be acceptable to God.”

Some have called this ‘Grace Plus’.  But this is not Grace Plus – It’s not Grace at all.  It’s not even the same gospel.  There’s no Good News here.
Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:

If I am depending on anything in addition to or other than God’s Grace – the Good News -  the Grace of Christ - I have ‘Fallen from Grace’ into another gospel.  A gospel that is not of God; I have sinned.  
Gal 1:8-9  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.
2Co 11:3-4  But I fear, lest by any means, 

as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, 

so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

For if he that cometh 

preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or

if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or 

another gospel, which ye have not accepted, 

ye might well bear with him.
Get out of jail free…

Now, don’t even begin to think that we can ignore sin because God’s Grace is somehow ‘giving us a pass’ on our sinfulness.    God’s Grace doesn’t ignore sin, it defeats it.

God is Gracious but He is also just.  

He is fair.  He is Holy.

He is uniquely righteous and

He is absolutely Intolerant of sin.  

He is uncompromising regarding sin.  
He will not allow any sin or sinfulness to go unjudged. 

Nothing sinful can survive His presence.

God does not, He cannot, ‘wink’ at any man’s sin.

Recognizing that sin needs to be judged and dealt with God in His Grace and Mercy – offers mankind His undeserved favor (Grace) and withholds our deserved judgment (Mercy) providing each of us the opportunity to believe the Good News; to accept Jesus or to reject Him.

Your sin is not ignored – All sin must be paid for.
When the payment for your sin finally comes due
 – and it will –

you either pay the debt yourself or 
Jesus’ payment – already on deposit – covers your debt.
It’s your choice.  You decide who pays.
It is because Jesus has already paid your debt for sin 
that the charges against you can be ‘blotted out’ 6
You can be justified – judged ‘debt paid in full’.  7
Choose to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior, and 
He provides the payment you cannot afford. 8
Or doing nothing and pay the debt yourself.

God has done everything He can to redeem you.  He is not condemning you.   You will condemn yourself.   Your own bad choice will bring the judgment against you.

‘NOT CHOOSING HIM IS CHOOSING AGAINST HIM’

Mat 12:30  He that is not with me is against me; …
Ignore or reject His Grace and you will stand before the Holy and Just God still carrying your own sin debt which can only be paid for by death.   

He died so you wouldn’t have to – The choice is yours.
Caution: Construction Zone – Grace at Work

The Apostle Paul says some difficult things – not too many are more difficult than his own explanation of how God’s Grace worked on a day by day basis in his own life.

Notice what he says:

2Co 12:6-10  For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me.  7  And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.  :8  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Let m paraphrase Paul:

To keep me from taking credit for things I did not deserve, I was given a physical problem to remind me how weak I really am.   I asked the Lord to remove this thing 3 times and what He said was “My Grace is enough for you.  I can be strong in you as long as you don’t try to depend on your own strength and effort.   When you are ‘weak’, I can be ‘strong’”.  

Paul finishes by saying, “Therefore I will gladly accept my weaknesses”

When we realize that and then live remembering that all that we are, all that we have or every will accomplish is entirely due to God’s power and love  which He has shown us by His Grace, then we will get out of His way, then and only then is He truly free to use us, to work in and through us to accomplish His will.

I cannot stand in my own strength and ability and God’s strength and ability at the same time.  I will always live my life limited by one or the other.

If you notice in the passage above, Paul does not tell us what his particular thorn is.   This is not an accident.  Christians will argue and debate and surmise often to the point of separating from each other about what Paul’s thorn happened to be.   The passage is not about Paul’s thorn.   
The passage is about us depending on God’s Grace to sustain us when life doesn’t go the way we think it should.

Grace: Don’t Leave Home Without It…

When I understand that at my best - even my very best – it is not enough…either in goodness or strength, then I can look to the hope I have God through Jesus Christ.  Then His Grace – His undeserved favor to me – steps in to sustain me – not because I am worthy, but because He is…
Knowing this I can live in victory.   The problems are still there but I can experience the ‘abundant life that Jesus talked about.   Life’s problems and even my failures – my own thorns – do not get me down.   Rather than just stumbling from problem to problem, life becomes a joy filled walk from victory to victory using God’s strength.  I realize that:

Rom 8:22 ( … the whole creation groans and works in pain even now.   And not only that, but we ourselves also, which have the Spirit of God dwelling in us, even we groan waiting for the complete redemption of our body….
Rom 8:28  ( … we know that all things work together for good to them that love God … 

Rom 8:31  ( What can I say? 
If God is for us, who can successfully come against us? 

God did not spare his own Son, but instead He offered Him up as payment for us all, since God has given His Son how can He not freely give us all the other things we need? 

Rom 8:33  ( If God has justified you, who is going to bring a charge of sin against those of you who are God's?   

Who going to condemn you since it was Christ that died, and yes you has is risen again, and who is right now at the right hand of God, defending you, claiming you as His own. 

Rom 8:35 ( Who or what is able to separate us from the love of Christ? 
Can tribulation, 
or distress, 
or persecution, 
or famine, 
or nakedness, 
or peril, 
or sword? 

36  ( Even if as it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long and we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  No, even then, in all these things we are more than conquerors through God that loved us. 

Rom 8:38  I am convinced, that 
neither death, 
nor life, 
nor angels, 
nor principalities, 
nor powers, 
nor things present, 
nor things to come, 

39  Nor height, 
nor depth, 
nor any other creature, 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
[Paraphrased]

It’s all because God’s Grace, His undeserved favor and love for me 

like Paul and his thorn, is sufficient for me…

ENDNOTES:   [References must be updated for the latest document revision]
1]
Romans 5:11-21
Rom 5:11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. 

Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

Rom 5:13  (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

Rom 5:14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 

Rom 5:15  But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 

Rom 5:16  And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 

Rom 5:17  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 

Rom 5:18  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

Rom 5:19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

Rom 5:20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 

Rom 5:21  That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

2]
Grace…to you

Act 20:32  And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.

Rom 1:7  To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Rom 16:20  And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.
Rom 16:24  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

1Co 1:3  Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

1Co 1:4  I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;
1Co 16:23  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

2Co 1:2  Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
2Co 13:14  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 

Gal 1:3  Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,
Gal 6:18  Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Eph 1:2  Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Eph 6:24  Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.

Phi 1:2  Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Phi 4:23  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

Col 1:2  To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Col 4:18  The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.

1Th 1:1  Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1Th 5:28  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

2Th 1:2  Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2Th 3:18  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

1Ti 1:2  Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

1Ti 6:21  Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. 

2Ti 1:2  To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

2Ti 4:22  The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. 

Tit 1:4  To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Tit 3:15  All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Phm 1:3  Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Phm 1:25  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen

Heb 13:25  Grace be with you all. Amen.

1Pe 1:2  Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

2Pe 1:2  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

2Pe 3:18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

2Jo 1:3  Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

Rev 1:4  John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;

Rev 22:21  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

3]
John 1:14-16

Joh 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Joh 1:16  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.

Joh 1:17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

4]
Rom 3:21-28

Rom 3:21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 

Rom 3:22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

Rom 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Rom 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

Rom 3:25  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

Rom 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

Rom 3:27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 

Rom 3:28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

5]
The Gospel     1 Co 15:1-5

1 Co 15:1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 

1 Co 15:2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

1 Co 15:3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

1 Co 15:4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

1 Co 15:5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to ….                  NIV
6]
Col 2:13-23

Col 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

Col 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

Col 2:15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

Col 2:16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

Col 2:17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

Col 2:18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.

Col 2:20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

Col 2:21(Touch not; taste not; handle not;

Col 2:22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

Col 2:23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

7]
Romans 5:8-10

Rom 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

Rom 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

8]
Romans 10:8-13

Rom 10:8  But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 

Rom 10:9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

Rom 10:10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

Rom 10:11  For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

Rom 10:12  For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 

Rom 10:13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

9]
Everlasting fire

Matthew 13:42  And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 13:50  And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
Matthew 25:41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 
Mark 9:44  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.

Revelation 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  

10]
Ephesians 2:4-10

Eph 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

Eph 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

Eph 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

Eph 2:9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

11]
Hebrews 11:1

Heb 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

12]
James 2:14-26
Jam 2:14  What good does it do, my brothers, if someone claims to have faith but does not have any works? This kind of faith cannot save him, can it? 

Jam 2:15  Suppose a brother or sister does not have any clothes or daily food 

Jam 2:16  and one of you tells them, "Go in peace! Stay warm and eat heartily." If you do not provide for their bodily needs, what good does it do? 

Jam 2:17  In the same way, faith by itself, if it does not have any works, is dead. 

Jam 2:18  But someone may say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without any works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

Jam 2:19  You believe that there is one God. That's fine! Even the demons believe that and tremble with fear. 

Jam 2:20  Do you want proof, you foolish person, that faith without works is worthless? 

Jam 2:21  Our ancestor Abraham was justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar, wasn't he? 

Jam 2:22  You see that his faith was active with his works, and by his works faith was made complete. 

Jam 2:23  And so the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." And so he was called God's friend. 

Jam 2:24  You see that a person is justified by works and not by [his claim of] faith alone. 

Jam 2:25  Likewise, Rahab the prostitute was justified by works when she welcomed the messengers and sent them away on a different road, wasn't she? 

Jam 2:26  For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead. 
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13]
Fear and Faith
Rom 6:11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Rom 6:12  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

Rom 6:13  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

Rom 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

Rom 6:15  What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

Rom 6:16  Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

Rom 6:17  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

Rom 6:18  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

Rom 6:19  I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

Rom 6:20  For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

Rom 6:21  What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 

Rom 6:22  But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Rom 8:15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

Heb 13:6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

1Pe 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

1Jo 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 
14]
God does Not Change

Numbers 23:19   God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? 

1 Samuel 15:29   And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent. 

Hebrews 6:18    That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 

Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

James 1:17   Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and  cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, either shadow of turning. 

Rev. 1:8  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 

Rev. 22:13  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 

15]
It is by Grace alone or its not;  there is no such thing as Grace +

Rom 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

Rom 3:21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 

Rom 3:22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

Rom 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Rom 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

Jud 1:4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

APPENDIX:

Check out these references and look up the passages that surround them.

Ask yourself:  

What does this passage teach me about Grace?

What does it say about me?

What does it say about God and His plan / purposes?

God’s Grace is ‘Upon’ us and can be seen

Luk 2:40  And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

Act 4:33  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

Act 11:23  Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

Gal 2:9  And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

Grace is directly connected with faith, hope and love

1Ti 1:14  And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.

2Th 2:16  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,

We can continue in God’s Grace – or not…

Act 13:43  Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.

Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:

2Ti 2:1  Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

Heb 10:29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

Heb 12:15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;

Heb 13:9  Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.

Jam 1:11  For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.

1Pe 1:13  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

1Pe 5:10  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

Grace is equated to the Gospel – the foundational Good News – the redemption that is ours through Jesus Christ
Act 14:3  Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

Act 15:11  But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.

Act 18:27  And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace:

Act 20:24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

Rom 1:5  By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:

Rom 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

Eph 1:6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

Eph 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

Eph 2:5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

Eph 2:7  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

Tit 2:11  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

Tit 3:7  That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Heb 2:9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

Grace is not based or owed to us due to our works – either before or after we receive it.

Rom 4:4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.

Rom 4:16  Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,

Rom 5:2  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Rom 5:15  But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.

Rom 5:17  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

Rom 5:20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:
Rom 5:21  That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

Gal 2:21  I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.
Gal 5:4  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.
Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

Eph 3:2  If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:

Eph 3:7  Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.

Eph 3:8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

Eph 4:7  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

We are not under law but now we are subject to Grace.  Having received Grace we will not continue to choose sin as our way of life.   

Rom 6:1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?

Rom 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Rom 6:15  What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.

Rom 11:5  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.

Rom 11:6  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

God’s Grace calls you to obedience not conformity

Rom 12:3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

Rom 12:6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;

 1Co 3:10  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.

1Co 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

2Co 12:9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
God’s Grace can be received in vain – a mental acknowledgement versus the basis for and changed life and new relationship to God.

2Co 6:1  We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.

2Co 8:6  Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also.

2Co 8:7  Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.

2Co 8:8  I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. 

2Co 8:9  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

1Pe 5:12  By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.

Good works do not cause God’s Grace – God’s Grace causes good works

2Co 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

Eph 4:29  Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

 Col 1:6  Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

Col 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Col 4:6  Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

2Th 1:12  That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
Heb 12:28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

1Pe 4:10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

1Pe 5:5  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

God’s giving of Grace is endless.  It is by Grace we have access to God and are fit to receive the mercy and grace we do not deserve.
Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Jam 4:6  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

Grace  G5485  charis; khar'-ece


Acceptable, benefit, gift, joy, liberality, pleasure, thankworthy, loving kindness, good will: 


blessing (1), 


concession (1), 


credit (3), 


favor (11), 


gift (1), 


grace (122), 


gracious (2), 


gracious work (3), 


gratitude (1), 


thank (3), 


thankfulness (2), 


thanks (6).





Grace   H2580  chên;  khane


charm, elegance, acceptance, kindness, beauty:


 grace (38) 


 favour (26) 


 gracious (2)


 pleasant (1)


 precious (1)


 wellfavoured (1) 











